
September 1, 2026 
 

   

  

 

Registration for the ISC Annual Meeting is now open! 
 

  

 

 

 

Join Us for the ISC Annual Meeting! 
 
The ISC Annual Meeting is a valuable opportunity for our Conference to come together, foster 
community, and provide education on matters that affect our shared life within the Church. We will 
gather and joyfully discern under the theme of "Counting the Cost in all seasons" (-Luke 14: 27-28) to 
engage clergy, delegates, and visitors in discussing the important issues facing our Conference while 
participating in uplifting worship. 

 
Our meeting will again be anchored by the dedicated gathering space of the Covenantal Commons 
(formerly the MarketPlace) connecting us with our ministry partners as we co-create a just world through 
shared resources, ministries, and investments. 

 
Follow the link to secure your spot >> Register online 
 
Download the Registration Form to register my mail 
 
AGENDA 
8:30 am Doors Open 
9:00 – 9:15 am Opening Session 
9:15 – 9:30 am Break/Visit the Covenantal Commons 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PidSZQNn9GJ19BsGwCrVT7g0HcgEbK98QD7bIJJvLKvx3MNk2m_N7Zizu-vdwfN1qiYWdeS7Vbdq_OEQe_COw3IURPmCmQpb5De4gDhm7Qadu9LvMDNQUXEXOhXwkRWppOonYjt1XAP2E79O728BXBtlz0U3GkMJHkhI-kfI5EpNTOJs1Ka8YvsEko8j1LjSIb4MyZg5nfka2KVfCut_WN7F1VM3enz_yUJfasvE_3vdjALzUPlXhpQhk_BKdWZeeY6SHKoZMxj_jTThovJJe-sH6_gxzsJuhRAj8dGNomjqEUGQMUmi425d322QQOnfg4v7qRBLWhYPCjgkdhU7XmhcBtXtcGd33LQ==&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PidSZQNn9GJ197eQgMrNdM-3WEqAm3Y5Yg5dbclAe4-ZAl-Dqt5U62On8CVy6-ediE6m_kknH6-i9kJXy7CtuOHrPUAQVQxTzKGPs2eVezUn8_d3-HRf4-DItZ52rjSXw_u-y7mnCU0J-UMGEc4eGQXKAenitofaR_fe79RR0dNtaDtMQxXdXSVo52uZuJaLUP-myrp81OgkK&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PidSZQNn9GJ197eQgMrNdM-3WEqAm3Y5Yg5dbclAe4-ZAl-Dqt5U62On8CVy6-ediE6m_kknH6-i9kJXy7CtuOHrPUAQVQxTzKGPs2eVezUn8_d3-HRf4-DItZ52rjSXw_u-y7mnCU0J-UMGEc4eGQXKAenitofaR_fe79RR0dNtaDtMQxXdXSVo52uZuJaLUP3CbijPmPBR7&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PidSZQNn9GJ197eQgMrNdM-3WEqAm3Y5Yg5dbclAe4-ZAl-Dqt5U62On8CVy6-ediE6m_kknH6-i9kJXy7CtuOHrPUAQVQxTzKGPs2eVezUn8_d3-HRf4-DItZ52rjSXw_u-y7mnCU0J-UMGEc4eGQXKAenitofaR_fe79RR0dNtaDtMQxXdXSVo52uZuJaLUPy0PIploTuYB&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PiZGcm-gPFYPKLzXXvkyGXKOQAjW6A4LxsomPh7DehM4upJSZKbAUxhmuZ5gH3RdQIY45O5Vd4V1enoyKhkTYqQhXgL5RfmLMOA==&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==


9:30 – 10:30 am Opening Worship 
10:30 – 10:45 am State of the Conference Address 
10:45 – 11:00 am Introduction to our Covenantal Conversations 
11:00 – 11:45 am Break/Visit the Covenantal Commons 
11:15 – 11:45 am Covenantal Conversations 
11:45 am – 1:00 pm Lunch/Visit the Covenantal Commons 
1:00 – 2:00 pm Gathering in the sanctuary 
 - Covenantal Conversation Feedback, DuBois Center Report, Financial Presentation 
2:00 – 2:15 pm Break/Visit the Covenantal Commons 
2:15 – 3:00 pm Covenantal Conversations 
3:00 – 3:15 pm Gathering in the Sanctuary-Covenantal Conversation Feedback 
3:15 – 4:00 pm Business Session - Presentation from Nominating Committee, Voting on the 2027 Proposed 
Slate of Nominees, Voting of the 2027 Proposed Budget 
4:00 – 4:15 pm Break/Visit the Covenantal Commons 
4:15 pm Closing Blessing & Commission 

 

More information to follow on our website. Stay tuned! 
  

  

 

Please Remember in Your Prayers this Week... 
 

  
 

  

Evangelical UCC, Highland- 
Rev. William (Sally) Kapp 

 

  

St. Peter UCC Hookdale, Smithboro  
 

Retired Pastor- Rev. Dr. Robert E. (Jay) Lee 
 

Submit prayer requests here 

  

  

 

UCC Global, National, + Regional News 
 

  

 

Global HOPE 
August 28, 2026 | Devastating Floods in Nepal 
On 26 August 2026, ground supporting a glacier in the Himalayan mountains gave way 
causing a major avalanche of ice and rock to fall into the Bhote Koshi River. The debris 
caused a dam to form in the river which suddenly and violently gave way, releasing a 
torrent of water and debris that flooded the river valley of the Bhote Koshi and Trishuli 
rivers. Nepal’s National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Authority (NDRRMA) 
has classified the emergency as a large-scale and catastrophic emergency requiring a 
coordinated national and international response. 
As of 28 August 2026, CBS reported that 579 people have been confirmed dead and 
roughly 2,500 remain missing. Since the flood occurred on the 26th of August, more 
than 3,700 people have been evacuated from the area via helicopter. 
We are in contact with and supporting partners through Global Ministries and ACT 
Alliance who are responding in the impacted area. Right now, the immediate needs are 
search and rescue, food, hygiene, shelter, logistics and access, and early recovery/livelihood support.  
If you are interested in supporting the victims of the flooding in Nepal and other major international disasters, you can give 
here: Global H.O.P.E – United Church of Christ and select “international emergency” from the drop-down menu. 
 
(Please send support to the link above and not to the Illinois South Conference office to ensure resources are available most 
expeditiously.) 

 

  

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PiZGcm-gPFYPKLzXXvkyGXKOQAjW6A4LxsomPh7DehM4upJSZKbAUxhmuZ5gH3RdQIY45O5Vd4V1enoyKhkTYqQiQ8L7yE7BlKg==&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
mailto:mloyet@iscucc.org
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PiZTzexqIrVAo-RtDgIEAijZi89y6G5yGK23_t5P3rLxWFrE8OusL2rp8iHm9GJwfg_8FmM2D0xq4dHa83Lc2sjJttNBGJKf4P1FeCCLqN5itANKU6wQVQHE=&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==


Congratulations, Rev. Dr. Tim Harrison, on your retirement! Enjoy the adventures ahead! 

  

See more AMAZING celebratory photos on Friedens UCC Troy's Facebook page 
>>https://www.facebook.com/FriedensUCCTroyIL 

 

  

  

 

 
 

St. John UCC 

New Athens 

invites you 

to join in 
celebrating the 
retirement of 

Rev. Dr. Robert 
Koch 

 

  

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PidSZQNn9GJ19c_lbhHoI7mhN0qbKo_cLExEvYzdiF0--o_Fe4s210VVU1spVMfbhFcR2In7PkIiCE1gTB1654vVQ3qyNEPB-LfBnqJXq6CkX9dJqFHjIsNfKoMJtpZaGrw==&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==


  
 

Dear ISC Clergy, 
 
The Justice and Mission Team has created a unique opportunity for us to 
gather as colleagues for a timely and important workshop exploring how 
the principles of Christian Nationalism often stand in direct contradiction 
to the core teachings and witness of Jesus Christ. 
 
Our presenter, Rev. Hannah Kardon, a United Methodist pastor with 
roots in the United Church of Christ, will offer valuable insights into how 
churches can clearly distinguish themselves from messages of hate and 
exclusion that are driving many people away from the church. Together, 
we will explore how we can instead embody the welcoming love and transformative message of Jesus found in the Gospels. 
 
This free workshop, originally scheduled for Monday, August 10, has been rescheduled for Monday, September 14, from 
4:00–5:30 p.m. via Zoom.Because this workshop will be interactive, with opportunities for participants to ask questions and 
reflect on their own experiences in ministry settings, we will not record our time together. This will help us create a braver 
space for honest conversation and sharing. 
 
I encourage you to join us for what promises to be an engaging time of learning, conversation, and reflection—one that I 
hope will strengthen and enrich your ministry. 
 
Because we will not be publicly sharing the Zoom link, and our presenter would like to know how many people will be 
attending, please email Debbie Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org by noon on Thursday, September 10, to let her know 
that you plan to attend. Debbie will then send the Zoom link to everyone who has registered. 
 
If you have questions or would like additional information, please feel free to contact me directly at sjohnson@iscucc.org. 
I hope you will join us, and I look forward to seeing you online on Monday, September 14. 
 
Rev. Shana Johnson 

 

  

 

September - National Suicide Prevention Month 
RESOURCES FOR CONGREGATIONS - Reduce the Stigma and Start the 
Conversation 

• The UCC Mental Health Network has a Suicide Prevention Toolkit and A 
Congregation/Synagogue/ Organization Toolkit. 

• The American Psychiatric Association Foundation Mental Health - A Guide for 
Faith Leaders Vol. Two is available as a free download. 

Part 1 provides a Mental Health Overview that includes suicide. 
Part 2 focuses on Faith Leader Support for People With Mental Illness and on building community capacity to support 
individuals with mental health needs. It also addresses compassion fatigue, burnout, and self-care for Faith Leaders. 

 

  

mailto:dkesner@iscucc.org
mailto:sjohnson@iscucc.org
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PiR_V48_jH9xeurtV4Otexs0exNxVDL8HJqwqlq_L_g_E8RPnLTv_Bgtj5EIXWbAIvPcGEnLoaYJrG_3KTbjqKzuiH5b1sTDM_3lsMnV6-98EaNCpDP5Rqrw36IheF-j9ukAoB0zZcuyFbyZekvUFX8ifblc5vT9c4Kl7xdy5Ld0IrgoZIkogP72H6Z5MHUKGwuqgzgS5FoLJLa89AWKwc19m_F4hEFrQBYiijzct3sSo0nHxIaxhW6EHG-FHAkcYxO-_MAcWaG3VC8M98lJ65vOtJGcA6nXs3y40pUEvnqgj150jAPSJ2t1T9SGo7dk1Nn8RWjfpBDsvt_NlG6IFj5X2MxY1yu4ap5HLFv9bqjzFUFhwJH9lj-C0NqQXqJeWYWG5RD-7HMct-dprn_B4HL0tH8mZm_qN9sJLEvAaW4BPWxJSVLRxrgv28mkpSim753EXfMdNtHsW1-JbPyHruvDDb1WdTwU0FotxjM3YPWGS_OazemBVc5Xz08Sk1dzVmUU-Gcqzkfk5uazd-3KdqjXQkgT7uO9JDg==&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PiR_V48_jH9xe7X-YMS9Bsp7etmRRdFMcy7jjsBf85O5uUYEItUA7XLfbtwp8luZwQNAaKxF1XQBRP_s8icWPQfMdmThSKTpjcVZkY2Z8ZiG0JkMHF0xoznOLLDVKESy50yxICR8Z0DF4TAILGrrfYwptS26PdYSVbhto15X4afQa6TLIrfRMJP3Z-DtOb54cibRIZTjYG2JBnlIkAofFv_pTaRVLRqQBktKMHWJgXy6eNIccsN8J0hyuuyst30K8BczsgiURsCLB813aNxnoRn9bGn3GXPv_FPCCGKl3Rm7SNTHpIoweQG6feFlPCXli00JVEcjWMJ_uBadvtW6tDTr8j7NLUepGw3Z84oM_RQkYv5ClP82TE4ZIvB9jau0Yq0uLkk_eL30VFo9N8OUCNPSngRW6em3plnbaWQkR9ICZkjKM-zBn5Fk5234fILLJWOpv56CNYEWEcrk9enTJoBU6MfzPEAv653oQqK_pcs1oc7_yi6lvva9Bhh7YlFjYYkmDMkvkWCjLvTBsXuEbnaAn9zgyAWpyWb4Yz8LBsXTkAR5jLCz93wXLybwuU9DK9wZPuSPPQq0K4rkxvpdJ047JAXAzO0RTOg==&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PiR_V48_jH9xe7X-YMS9Bsp7etmRRdFMcy7jjsBf85O5uUYEItUA7XLfbtwp8luZwQNAaKxF1XQBRP_s8icWPQfMdmThSKTpjcVZkY2Z8ZiG0JkMHF0xoznOLLDVKESy50yxICR8Z0DF4TAILGrrfYwptS26PdYSVbhto15X4afQa6TLIrfRMJP3Z-DtOb54cibRIZTjYG2JBnlIkAofFv_pTaRVLRqQBktKMHWJgXy6eNIccsN8J0hyuuyst30K8BczsgiURsCLB813aNxnoRn9bGn3GXPv_FPCCGKl3Rm7SNTHpIoweQG6feFlPCXli00JVEcjWMJ_uBadvtW6tDTr8j7NLUepGw3Z84oM_RQkYv5ClP82TE4ZIvB9jau0Yq0uLkk_eL30VFo9N8OUCNPSngRW6em3plnbaWQkR9ICZkjKM-zBn5Fk5234fILLJWOpv56CNYEWEcrk9enTJoBU6MfzPEAv653oQqK_pcs1oc7_yi6lvva9Bhh7YlFjYYkmDMkvkWCjLvTBsXuEbnaAn9zgyAWpyWb4Yz8LBsXTkAR5jLCz93wXLybwuU9DK9wZPuSPPQq0K4rkxvpdJ047JAXAzO0RTOg==&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==


• National Suicide Prevention 988 Lifeline (http://988lifeline.org) provides 24/7, free, confidential support for 
people in distress via call, text, and chat.      

The 988 Lifeline provides specialized responses and resources for ALL, including: 

• Veterans (connecting to the Veterans Crisis Lifeline), 
• Spanish speakers (with voice, text, and chat options), 
• LGBTQ+ individuals (connecting with a specialized counselor by texting “PRIDE” to 988 or pressing “3” when 

calling), and 
• People who use American Sign Language (using videophones to contact 988 directly). 

 

September is Preparedness Month 
Join UCC Disaster Ministries, Insurance Board, Pension Boards - United Church of 
Christ, and Cornerstone Fund for a collaborative Preparedness Month Kick-
Off webinar. Through an interactive mock disaster scenario, participants will explore 
practical strategies for how churches can effectively care for congregants, support clergy, 
safeguard facilities, and serve their communities when disasters strike. 
Register: https://ow.ly/Txik50ZAAiK 

 

  

 

 

Neighbors in Need Special Mission Offering 
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a Special Mission Offering of the United Church of 
Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion in the United States. The 
Neighbors in Need offering supports ministries of justice and compassion, with 
one-third of the offering given to the Council for American Indian Ministries and 
the remaining two-thirds supporting UCC justice ministries. In 2025 the Neighbors 
in Need Offering supported 26 grant recipients across the UCC who were 
engaged in projects of direct service and advocacy. In 2026, the suggested offering date is October 4, but churches collect 
the offering for a month or any other season throughout the year. Thank you for your support and generosity! 

 

  

 

ISC Pastor Releases First Book 
  
Pastor Kyle Timmons at St. Paul UCC in Waterloo, IL released his first book earlier in August. 
  
You believe in Jesus. You serve Him. But do you truly love Him most? 
  
You attend church, serve faithfully, and believe the right things. But something feels quietly off. 
There is a gap between what you profess and what your heart actually treasures. You love 
comfort. You love approval. You love the life you have built. None of these things are sinful, but 
somewhere along the way, they slipped into the place only Jesus was meant to fill. You are not 
rebellious. You are not walking away. You are just slowly drifting, and you can feel it. 
  
In Love Jesus More: Drawing Closer to the One Who Captures Your Heart, minister Kyle 
Timmons offers a disarmingly honest confession: he preached Jesus, served Jesus, and 
believed in Jesus, but secretly loved other things more. Rooted in the Apostle Paul's stunning 
declaration in Philippians 3:8, this book traces a path from divided affection to wholehearted 
devotion. Timmons does not pile on guilt or demand more discipline. Instead, he invites you to 
see Jesus so clearly that every competing love loses its grip. This is not about trying harder. It is about treasuring deeper. 
  
Inside this book, you will discover: 
 • Why good things quietly become ultimate things, and how to recognize the subtle drift before it defines you 
 • How beholding the supremacy and beauty of Christ reawakens genuine, lasting affection 
 • A path from dutiful faith to a living, joyful surrender that transforms every part of your life 

 

  

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PiZP18oNxxEfLEWAsp_ziDqTu2QVjbjsHOzQ-Xd1kD7yQwABiL8xMr00z1TgkoQgUTPE2_Xmmc378Hcol-OCCIytj-oPazPEIgw==&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PiTGfVloZ-vgzWwgwryIHH06WXGwVyL5t-tDCf8usmlb7h3XmS3IT-BzbHWTfPPQ8stglHDwyqLHVFnZOJhEVgqmEd8qCvb7SaVKES0ZnbXhn80z1R9dO0UX0Oo6PJBiyZc6tRzW4d5IrtvWMDXGvmzGZESDouGVf9LmBMSeCuyK_UV5FF6-mjHT8WY0hex1hRWmIPBYArpQDIgEMb7atSF9QJAQWYAlLj4paR8PmSymmRjDuR9_t-GGNqRjT9pI6QcVfPL2CrrTm5L9psY1c2f49c3ECwZ003nQP_0-QOeNu3e8QtFD3Pp21SSUQefFdqog1kCuSlqlhoHw4XB6d0eIjy1IDuuWAPvjpWJGYoNWKwQsoWZqeuIadQfAvSRKBcC5JLbkEojET9csmmiRh0WrtenS4BTdRP2LR8pJs3uB5WA66FabICMIc93NAMlMWhW7i5NJQnnZR&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
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 For the weary believer, the wandering heart, and anyone hungry for a faith that is alive rather than merely routine, this book 
is a window back to the surpassing worth of knowing Jesus. 
  
If you are interested in purchasing a copy, you may click here. Books are also available on Barnes and Noble, Walmart, and 
other online book retailers. 

 

 

GriefShare Support Group 
Are you or someone you know grieving the loss of a loved one? 
You/they don't have to walk that journey alone. GriefShare is a 13-
week program and caring support group that offers hope, 
understanding, and companionship for those navigating loss. The fall 
session will be hosted on Mondays, starting on September 14, at 
Evangelical United Church of Christ in Highland. GriefShare provides 
practical tools, encouraging discussion, and support from people who 
understand what you're going through. 
To learn more or register, call 618-654-7459. Registration is also 
available online: Evangelical United Church of Christ GriefShare - 
GriefShare 

 

  

 

 

September 20th: Just Peace Sunday 
Each year, the United Church of Christ recognizes the Sunday before 
International Day of Prayer for Peace as Just Peace Sunday. We take 
this Sunday to renew our commitment to our Just Peace vision. This 
year, we gather around the theme “God’s Economy: People Over 
Profit”. Stay tuned for more worship resources here. 

 

  

 

 

Fall 2026 Eden Seminary Ministry Cohorts! 
Ministry cohorts allow you to sample many theological 
themes, offering peer learning with your ministry 
context in mind. Scholars have chosen a specific lens 
on a particular topic and share their expertise through 
digital content you watch on your own time. Four 
monthly online meetings are interspersed, where you 
and your cohort members gather for facilitated 
discussion with an experienced church leader. 
 
Cohorts support lifelong learning and are for anyone- 
authorized clergy, chaplains, Christian educators, lay 
leaders and anyone interested in the topic. UCC 
members will recognize the Marks for Ministry woven throughout the cohorts, though anyone from any denomination, or no 
denomination, is welcome to attend. 
 
Fall 2026 Themes 

• Spiritual Care Basics for Lay People 
• Race, Class and Gender in the Forgotten Creed 
• United Church of Christ History and Polity 
• Spiritual Care for the Unhoused 
• Gender and Sexuality in the Bible 

 

  

Fall 2026 Eden Ministry Cohorts 

 

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PidSZQNn9GJ19WK5Y_X1GQJFQiFeav7H91hAd8_8Eou6ZnggvvtgP6vXQ33M6_7ZIK7YqTjPcDfTVpzeRp6EB_jiFC_Wkjpz0qp9uSMDTnMRoXHmNoQYtJef4LT1-yr3sUb66PYoRyHjueE-5-eZ4Pwbv66AJwQaWrmo6xTu9NutfVI-bQaHkTLI50Vaeo9EXZ38vTHGWI3UmxRzLKYhnZAUCO166MVO65DZpM3OyxT15UmMapgNfHERi4iis1r7RnavX30KZq2opPgC4VYiTq366gq4ux4Wl83xz_cBekyqh1Z5yT2Rso7VAKUdu7VdElh-QhzOjnJCZPzU_aEtm6QEbiXwFCTQOJf_xKaY80usYhfrk4kUQ69paz2ubzRwudCrahedUb1ZMRS664ZKoN5I3xt_TKMEarXyoQ40CtZ3w_IcbVPokzuSHBeUR1vRlav48MbQ5l7r9&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PiTGfVloZ-vgzeyArZScV8ZfjhJCbBKPizdshl4kf8hQoRk4sFiJY9vVzia9Z_GokQR7tYG0KxwUeiBBFESkPH8YAkjxq5lS-qJzbTpQ-kyyHG2UOX6cVHlGibCpWW-snHw==&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PiTGfVloZ-vgzeyArZScV8ZfjhJCbBKPizdshl4kf8hQoRk4sFiJY9vVzia9Z_GokQR7tYG0KxwUeiBBFESkPH8YAkjxq5lS-qJzbTpQ-kyyHG2UOX6cVHlGibCpWW-snHw==&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
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https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PiTaq_bik9koU0T9ytfVbZXpwUNTbkyNqBus-VGr8O_iR-IODa4MQk3DFfQBk4cZ7ZYUdhf_mUvfclFQOg0WvPbk1y6RepPF2HR2662f2Lczng8CzOa37zoCM0_yFU_iLwLg2Z8GucsaMXr1iw7koSNBUXZzX6xoiQA==&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==


Upcoming Boundary Trainings approved by Illinois South Conference Committee on Ministry 
Beyond Don't Sleep with the Sheep: Boundary Training for Clergy 
Friday, September 11 9:00AM - 3:00PM CT via Online Together, we’ll look at power and positional 
authority, historical impact, and our roles as leaders within congregations and the communities we are called 
to serve. Register   

 

A boundary awareness training for members in discernment and authorized ministers of the 
UCC. Thursday September 24, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM CST via Zoom and the Damascus Project 
Learning Network. Register by September 22nd. 

  

 

Led by the UCC’s Ministerial Excellence, Support & Authorization Team (MESA) 
This training is recommended for retired clergy and for pastors who are preparing for 
retirement. Thursday, October 15, 1:00 – 4:00pm CT, Boundary Training for Retired Clergy; 
register here, with the Revs. Tara Barber and Melanie Oommen. 

  

 

Boundary Training for Authorized Ministers Registration closes when limits are reached. All trainings are 
spread out over two days and take place from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. CT each day. November 5 & 12, 
November 17 & 18 
Links for more information and to register.   

 

 

 

CMP will host Converging 2026: Sing It in Louisville, Kentucky 
October 7–10 This gathering offers continuing education opportunities for pastors and 
ministry leaders, professional development for worship leaders, and personal 
inspiration for songwriters and others passionate about music and ministry. 
 
Converging 2026: Sing It (click this link for more information) 
CMP is currently offering a free one-month trial membership for individuals and 
churches. This is a wonderful opportunity to explore the music, videos, and other 
resources available through their platform. 
 
Free Trial Membership (click this for more information) 
CMP’s Converging conference It’s a gathering for progressive Christian musicians, 
songwriters, worship directors, and for anyone interested in finding, sharing, and 
creating the songs our communities need right now. 
Register today at cmpconverging.com  

 

 

 

 

  
Lunchtime Film Series on Caring for the Earth 
Join Blessed Tomorrow for 6 lunchtime screenings of the film 
series: Caring for the Earth: Stories from Faith Communities! 
Created for pastors and faith leaders of all ages. We will watch 
each film over the 6 weeks and then hear directly from the 
powerful faith leaders featured in the films. Wednesdays from 
September 2nd through October 7th 12:00 pm- 12:45 pm 
CT. Register here! 

 

 

Run with Purpose. Join Team CWS! 
Church World Service 
2026 Indianapolis Monumental Marathon 
Saturday, November 7, 2026 
 
CWS is proud to be an official charity partner of the 2026 Indianapolis Monumental Marathon 
on November 7, 2026. Through Team CWS, participants can run either the Half Marathon or 
Full Marathon while raising funds to support CWS programs around the world and the local work 
of CWS Indianapolis. 
 
Team CWS runners receive a racing singlet or t-shirt, coaching support from Olympic Trials 
qualifier Evan Gaynor, access to a private race-day tent, a pre-race team meal, and fundraising support from CWS staff. 
Half Marathon or Full Marathon , Download flyer here. 
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https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PiT1CWISsC7f1dc-tjv2wWWJGmcW74FdLrqlKthBBNAcoN5oskIRp1sdC9sbC5w_Q4xCa76ztsvNzdYqRt1J5RQnBxNNSm9i2ONJGT13UZTrmCq1lDuu1OhXvE39DCi7eRTP0WGfRaTJK-5968iRwLep6d5wRwgSSi9x61mx7AyYqnJ43hLvhV0oNNeCGZa0Teg==&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
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https://gmtinjdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cdUu5s-KJbZCN8ISSNOm0I5YnE49QUtk1LDFC6xQG0k9_4teQtvIUdNdoin2aSxWnXtCJ0aNaieRtBZ5CXxXKCCml_zrC0LTfyX4lWV8dj7-QMcTk8znTZF2YUGkbGDQCkAU5uC-n8tzcctktAXrBIPXvOEUa2Jd&c=vG9oyJtF11X1CshG32XMOWzVXIJanyPaOGtT4JGfvCCqVlDch2t14w==&ch=qSVMDpiWgcBDb0-i6LBHPXh3Z2lO0w4AtQj2qhyGX6BDSt24grnS4g==
https://gmtinjdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cdUu5s-KJbZCN8ISSNOm0I5YnE49QUtk1LDFC6xQG0k9_4teQtvIUTnakFigPXeZQKVFJ1UxcIO6pvD2w3uIcW077gJpiFVxnoHyvBX83LuAcshb3rqRdPiIEAhV-huxYDZsOnl-BqO_bQRFrvH0pi5ViY3jGolG&c=vG9oyJtF11X1CshG32XMOWzVXIJanyPaOGtT4JGfvCCqVlDch2t14w==&ch=qSVMDpiWgcBDb0-i6LBHPXh3Z2lO0w4AtQj2qhyGX6BDSt24grnS4g==
https://gmtinjdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cdUu5s-KJbZCN8ISSNOm0I5YnE49QUtk1LDFC6xQG0k9_4teQtvIUTnakFigPXeZlWHvMO0Tp4IuBWYnNl3vqSz0qSgNO_O_z0UngOrlUW67jxYi37vZ0bW8nVSyvxj64gvYAMd0e52AaCEUmZWCwN5n4F-AN0Z1&c=vG9oyJtF11X1CshG32XMOWzVXIJanyPaOGtT4JGfvCCqVlDch2t14w==&ch=qSVMDpiWgcBDb0-i6LBHPXh3Z2lO0w4AtQj2qhyGX6BDSt24grnS4g==
https://gmtinjdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cdUu5s-KJbZCN8ISSNOm0I5YnE49QUtk1LDFC6xQG0k9_4teQtvIUTnakFigPXeZVmdHWZQAXstWT5loEjWr0Vg7YOcpZsXIooW8Gb7xaEGxUunSm7Xf5IbGLzMpobzJ9P5eCs_US2e3F9AENMwH2FUDcJvsVl9xlVDf88i_cZA1rDg05UcP7-PlSkSYsfuHP4cKiUfojZiEQGlnx_UqauY_XPCYCtpWe03WBTg2QL7zDew-AHNx5KMebRBOKCfw&c=vG9oyJtF11X1CshG32XMOWzVXIJanyPaOGtT4JGfvCCqVlDch2t14w==&ch=qSVMDpiWgcBDb0-i6LBHPXh3Z2lO0w4AtQj2qhyGX6BDSt24grnS4g==


  

  

 

  

   

July 2026 CWS Disaster Bucket project at Evangelical UCC of Highland, IL 
 

A Message from Priscilla Self, Conference Disaster Response Coordinator— 
Church World Service now offers a “Host a Party with a Purpose” option to assemble Kits and Cleanup Buckets. 
 
Whether it’s a youth group, Rally Day, mission project, school club, or birthday with meaning—Party Packs are a joyful way 
to serve together - turn compassion into action; pack some love. 
 
Go to https://cwskits.org/party-packs/ for all the information about this including an order form. Complete the order form 
and CWS will ship to you all the supplies needed for these Kits and Buckets: (allow three weeks for delivery after your order 
is received) 

• Hygiene Kits – Case of 24 $168.00 
• Period Packs – Case of 10 $162.50 
• Kids Kits (School supplies) – Case of 12 $162.00 

These Kits include packing boxes and prepaid return shipping labels —just drop completed boxes off at your local FedEx 
facility. 

• Clean-up Buckets – supplies for 36 buckets $2,160.00 

The buckets need to be delivered to a CWS depot and there is still time to order, organize and assemble buckets for the Oct. 
10, 2026 drop off at the St. Louis location listed below. Or click the button for additional depot info. 

St. Louis, Missouri LifeWise STL 
1321 South 11th Street, St. Louis, MO, 63104 
Dropoff Dates and Times: First Saturday in October - 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM Contact: Krescene 
Beck, krescenebeck@gmail.com 

Church World Service Drop Off Locations and Dates 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PiWrQ0yICZw1XFxdAL6TuDnagA3wCyK5BSJJBC5RVtZl0XxK5Ls-t9D4iDpvJN1D-QVFwRP3YdP_KMGdp7PPAcH2MA5nSRYiMN4CNufnqwNoVzFSX9gxJ7Tc=&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1321+South+11th+Street,+St.+Louis,+MO,+63104?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:krescenebeck@gmail.com
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PiTGfVloZ-vgzV9th2gLIVaotWCawWv0cWNQoICbaZTsAN9P2q1GqClooZ4MnEzDfgCllRG5381oitW3oFDwzRaZUOsaoJjDWtKjNAmhqQvLEW6q0sL62BATMU9Qq1s8UVCyAiTVlMiWEELmdy0hYjHsn_3MxOM9ti117Icsr5n6mQvQV9wpzNb8=&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==


Global Table Talk: The UCC @ The United Nations - Human 
Rights Council & the UN General Assembly 
 
Sep 15, 2026 01:00 PM Central Time 
Join the United Church of Christ UN Team for the first webinar in our new 
monthly series, Global Table Talk: The UCC @ The United Nations. 
 
In this September conversation, we’ll explore current developments at the 
United Nations, with a focus on the UN Human Rights Council and the United 
Nations General Assembly. Learn more about how the UCC is engaging in these global spaces, the issues and 
conversations shaping this work, and why they matter to our shared commitment to building a just world for all. 
 
Read More and Register 

 

  

 

30th Anniversary Gala 
Saturday, November 7, 2026 | 6:00 PM – 10:00 PM 
Get ready for a spectacular evening as we celebrate 30 years of impact and 
giving! Join us at our 30th Anniversary Gala on November 7, 2026, in 
Indianapolis. This milestone event will bring together friends, partners, and 
supporters for a night of celebration! More details on the event will be 
forthcoming — mark your calendars now! 
Reservations will open soon! We look forward to celebrating our past, 
embracing the present, and embracing a future of continued growth and impact. 

 

  

 

  

 

ISC Hunger Action Team - Facing Hunger in  Your Community 
 

  

 

The Hunger Action Team would like to recognize EvUCC 
Highland, Grantfork UCC, and Salem UCC Alhambra for 
thier SUMMER LUNCH BUNCH 
ministry. These Loving United Neighbors Crush Hunger by 
ensuring the children of Highland, Pierron, Alhambra, New 
Douglas, and Grantfork have access to nutritious lunches 
throughout the 11 week summer recess. Since its inception 10 
years ago, three ISC congregations have been dedicated to 
serving the L.U.N.C.H. Bunch: Evangelical UCC in Highland, 
Grantfork UCC, and Salem UCC in Alhambra. This ecumenical 
initiative has expanded and is now supported by volunteers 

 

  
 

and donations from 17 local churches of various denominations. The children and families are deeply appreciative of these 
meals. This summer alone, 10,312 lunches were distributed, bringing smiles to countless faces—both from the children and 
those who served. Praying that your light will go forth, and any gloom be lifted, so that you will shine as bright as a 
L.U.N.C.H. Bunch lunch hour! 

 If you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry 
   and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, 
then your light will rise in the darkness, 

   and your night will become like the noonday. -Isaiah 58:10 
 

By sharing your stories of being in service to others, you shine God's Light to all of us in the ISC and 
beyond! Click below... 

...share stories of fighting hunger in YOUR community. 

 

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PidSZQNn9GJ19oVTirKNIIIctYTNYgGN0BxBnSBcb5ZzGgZnzKu_dh568kr5Bm1dWFWh7S2qZiA1ldrXgQtbGbOoCxLIXqdHaqcsP7Bd0mlsC9Iucz4enRw8qWq9qBeKn2vuBWSJELMemOlMQe8DcH0HMXKLSh15EqQnPmSSyjvBRT3dt1YNEo7wGl_YEHouQE9QpyqHOp2Oy6Bjbl_v_BDCw-2dzn9WfNR5f5sS3vUWYsLJCIV0mwCak-gY4H4UhRCLUqqurAqrG19tlzx5NxBmgT0C5OuBFbSMhrD1vC9RRXqY0xKk5aIo=&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
mailto:kathi1emery@gmail.com


  

 

News from DuBois Center 
 

  

 

Mother-Daughter Retreat is October 9-11 & Mother-Son Day is November 1. 
Enjoy camp activities, time to relax in nature, and quality time together! 
For more information: https://duboiscenter.org/retreats/dbc-retreats/ 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

Hello, 
 
We hope this email finds you well! Fall Festival at DuBois Center is fast approaching, 
and we can't do it without LOTS of wonderful volunteers like YOU. Consider joining us 
on Sunday, October 4 to help with Horses, Soda Stand, Sweet Treats, Kids' Corner, 
Hayrides, and more. We also need help with set up on Saturday, October 3. Sign up 
to volunteer by Friday, September 25: 
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084DA4AD28A2FCC34-65007262-2026 
Thanks for your consideration - Hope to see you there! 
Breanne Beisiegel 
Fall Festival Volunteer Coordinator 
DuBois Center 
2651 Quarry Road 
DuBois, Illinois 62831 
Office Phone: (618) 787-2202 
 
DuBois Center is the Camp and Retreat Center of the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ 

 

  

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PiTGfVloZ-vgzh3zBU-fYakszZ0LxYuYKGbe97cwfoBirAqJYGtlw9ZlhNwb70KT_NJBpIGWnm2xANVLmdTZ6BKXgKY_LPbjZyqptsiQdHWtZchUCts7SWz7MdIuO5PhLcj_HOr0vVqcuRWVPF17kcKgKfrrXyPZRz4ewH2tTljxUk4g11zwzuMnAVRXV4SD7b3zScmYMQ2NvwIri-qAUPYDhEl24nQf9VTX3ibT2-2Js7CSfL0pLWk3Pm8qIvnFU_9QN8n_wKP5zOE2-Oy6Zuze5V-ph5PcAg-1EvWW0izZjAWHW5cQ9rWyZOHMbR_cNgVxOAfeLRmXxtGCJGZqC8gWqk-hY_u2Ppc98wbQAKh4RZhanPpn4DI9cYhm43AtB3xBnTBQQAY-v&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PiTGfVloZ-vgz-X4-kxBbMUpr8IoR4EPVK5ApcNAKpT4lJj43FvKrEGHVOm7Pvxg782Bo19cVq5VQ3XSC54PYjmyPkFvekmSfWzBdbrcYLj6HHdAOpWEvPSmhVvtI3fAV1W5t-U-GLaRDyaoxVq42CQj4mNFZoNad5A==&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2651+Quarry+Road+%0D%0A+DuBois,+Illinois+62831?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2651+Quarry+Road+%0D%0A+DuBois,+Illinois+62831?entry=gmail&source=g


  

 

  

 

  

Fall Festival Auction Baskets 
Drop Off! Come Out & Bid! 

 

Folks, we hope your congregations and church boards will be putting together an auction basket this year! 
Donations of baskets for the Silent Auction at DuBois's Fall Festival October 4 which, combined with your 
imaginative spirits, yield good returns Fall Fest participants cannot resist. Again, we appreciate your support of 
DuBois in this way and look forward to seeing you in just a couple months! Thank you!!!! 

 

  

  
Council for Health & Human 
Services Ministries News 

 

  

 
  

 

CHHSM Invites Workshop Proposals for 2027 Annual 
Gathering in Houston 
Dear Friends, 
 
The 2027 CHHSM 89th Annual Gathering takes place March 16-18, 
2027, in Houston at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel, Houston-
Greenway Plaza and, as in years past, among the highlights will be 
workshops!  
 
CHHSM currently is accepting proposals for workshops for the Annual Gathering, and we invite you to submit a workshop 
proposal related to our theme. The deadline for proposals is September 15, and we will communicate selections in October. 
 

 

  

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PidSZQNn9GJ193pon02hO5lDra0oA5F4NiodD3xmKz1F7nqBXQR3cV7KStu7PM2j4Y-3T5HaYQmoLVATf7wxi0KaJJxR5PQf5GfnHUhHostgEYE-fYqZYSju95PkAaYU48-aEqgN3elZ3-Euuto-2AvqSbdo5yDbr5pTautWJdbkPM2mwLWw8TAg61Krj-HzN_A==&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PidSZQNn9GJ193pon02hO5lDra0oA5F4NiodD3xmKz1F7nqBXQR3cV7KStu7PM2j4Y-3T5HaYQmoLVATf7wxi0KaJJxR5PQf5GfnHUhHostgEYE-fYqZYSju95PkAaYU48-aEqgN3elZ3-Euuto-2AvqSbdo5yDbr5pTautWJdbkPM2mwLWw8TAg61Krj-HzN_A==&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==


Annual Gathering workshops will help attendees explore the theme, To the Stars through Difficulties, and build professional 
skills. Your agency’s courage, inspiration, and community collaboration can help other CHHSM organizations jumpstart their 
own innovations, so we encourage you to submit a workshop proposal. 
 
Moving forward with courage and hope is the emphasis of the Annual Gathering, and aligns with the theme. "To the Stars 
through Difficulties" recalls not only Houston’s nickname—Space City— but the work of our CHHSM agencies. It evokes the 
hope and courage our CHHSM agencies embody, while acknowledging the challenges they face. In spite of increasingly 
difficult circumstances, CHHSM members serve with passion, compassion, and resilience. 
 
The Annual Gathering will be anchored by its focus scripture, Isaiah 58. Workshop presenters, keynoters, and preachers are 
able to choose from the whole of Isaiah in drawing inspiration.  
 
Join us at the 2027 CHHSM Annual Gathering and experience inspiring worship, captivating keynotes, engaging workshops, 
and valuable networking opportunities. Combined, these elements will ignite fresh ideas and new partnerships. 
 
The Annual Gathering Task Force is working hard to make the Annual Gathering the best meeting ever! We anticipate that 
registration will open during the fall. 
 
Look for emails with additional details as they become available. We also will post them on our website.  
 
We look forward to your workshop proposal submissions! 
 
Together, 
The CHHSM Team 
  
Council for Health and Human Service Ministries, UCC 
PO Box 91456 
Cleveland, OH 44101 
216.736.2250 

 

Back Bay Mission Musicians with a Mission is back, 
and this year, it's better than ever! 
 
September 24, 2026 
6:00 PM 
Ground Zero Blues Club Biloxi 
 
It's going to be one BIG dance party with incredible live music, delicious 
food, great people, and plenty of exciting ways to support the 
transformative programs at Back Bay Mission. 
 
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

One of the easiest ways to help us reach our $25,000 goal is by 
becoming a Friend of the Music! (formerly our Friends of the Mission 

sponsorship) 
 
This sponsorship includes: 
- A 2026 Musicians with a Mission event T-shirt 
- A virtual link to watch the event live from anywhere! 
- Your name recognized during the event 
- A special thank-you in the following edition of our newsletter, Changing Tides, and Annual Report. 
 

Become a Friends of the Music Sponsor----------Get tickets 

 

  

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PidSZQNn9GJ19urVv1eZZENy2QT81MR0YIXxY809X70yhlaz-swaX7hh6ftFmXPrwLm3OpqQ8NgXcklA3PE1U5K6QJ7Yv_wV54w-PwxQLVqi_e8fqMfBpurys5OBR9ZsnKzl5bdVKKlSdqc4sPNdN9nL72x2ocxa7TROzIkSHcWW67HIQmvPR7qD1D1xJ8wubxg==&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PidSZQNn9GJ19bOJAjid3sVhRnJ_O4nPnhIK_HaQxeWJAS0Vio0cz4LNsXATparbt8A7AYyv7zjl00DiuE5rzAP_k655PBstaoNHsWulkrj-eVr58effDRbdbeI0SA2j5kDJx1Da-NK6zTiEZMKmVXax5ZDqyBganBYx2sf7frZ6fTfxlz1OibWKkhf6A0XPq1WEYb5cYhzxMOx0SIGqsljkjuPLTrr8lTIBx1vbeeRssmC0YDIGpoti0SmZ5SxzWrmWgeSUqS5mruk4eSorHJN2rZLe-Frwk2ewgWuOWiH43wZWSnKwvJYXA_Ast1fsGnrCeU00dg00-nFx-evqxMnJaVozTVvaqlY1ipbjfHz1M4R7YJth1IRjxiYHmcdXuOudauX_TkWE939gH3uRN33bKY7lQrOB11y9iwwqNeBbsPlkgYvVpNvS_deXZ5y5C3rYzbizj-fw2io3E5dcx0s_pYwpwvRC7GC8Aroitjw_QH7O8EWx_R56ozgjb5URmSHZY6yds9VGdDXu6ok5t6HBWcy_EBiPPYRuJ2D4LTx9jDcVaXxBaHOJyw2nBTUH0QgXynSZM0dpP5rVyS9EHSeCiACtJElISMfazGC6-0BprKvIT_z8CLQRBAP7sj1A9nORtU6zAcuV6z8LWQ8dWFQ18Rjj8fKCGTwg9HyC5soty0IVVb8PH5flwtbeNbq7hBvE38CxE-AVVR4gi_KH_I0pGHEh3eJzwF1tZfh9jNhUypm4_KOK42ykBMwXzSWnbIWAkogTFd_onugJTJQ1RvExPaPRBkXagGXKQwj9u7a8ssHQgKlhtwurPD2y141BGZfYyny3tMLRKWNquC5qHG88=&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KJwsjEGA5GOn_pq0Qtp3op9QFGG34GtCnHgAg-wP6rvUfh_4f__PidSZQNn9GJ19Ns0czp8IRrALEm3Rl__JHLG6OIfn3BQATmnuupT1VF108lPr1VakChgapFTzLv3HRtKU4f76RBA3NtrIy4JKm-3jnYeBczZIYc0G2en9V2k=&c=o0H5so9GrYHBQGhqpkKQRUHtIPxwSqF6gkwa-mFtqnDSsCcapaxXaw==&ch=aUDzZOfEhe6_8T928qTqAbNE3G1anXUwmHKt1zNVXhDw0zQQ0lgY5A==


  

 

  

 

St. John's Community Care is 
in Highland IL - New Signage 
 
We are thrilled to offer a much needed service to the Highland community and now 
we are even easier to find with our new beautiful sign! Please stop by or give us a 
call if you'd like to learn more about what we do! 618-344-5008 or 618-975-6565 
2420 Poplar St. Highland, IL 62249 

 

  

 

Supporting Growth at Every Age, is happening on September 13th 2026 at 10:45am, and we’d 
love for you to be part of it. 
  
This fun and inclusive .1K event is designed so that everyone can participate, whether you walk, run, roll, cheer from the 
sidelines, or simply come out to support the community. 
  
We’re also thrilled to partner with The Learning Tree for this special event, bringing together two organizations committed to 
supporting individuals and families across the Metro-East community. 
  
Proceeds from the event will help strengthen programs and services that support students, older adults, individuals with 
disabilities, caregivers, and families throughout our region. 
  
Whether you’ve participated in one of our events before or are simply looking for a meaningful and lighthearted way to 
support the community, we hope you’ll mark your calendar now. 
  
Registration details can be found here and on our website coming soon!  
Thank you for helping us continue building a more supportive, connected community for all ages and abilities. 

 

  

 

Are you interested in making a difference in your community and boosting your business? Don't miss out on this fantastic 
sponsorship opportunity! https://charity.pledgeit.org/SupportingGrowth 
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Our ISC Churches News + Events 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O'Fallon United Church of Christ, 206 West Adams, O'Fallon, IL invites one 
and all to attend: 

Sept. 27 at 3:00pm 
Kevin Chunko, organ recital 

Mark your calendar, invite your friends and share this info on social media so the community can 
attend! The 150th Anniversary Committee requested a series of concerts to be held at our church to 
celebrate. We want to have a great crowd, so please pass the word! 

Other concerts to mark on calendar: 
Nov. 15 Tim Jansen, organ recital 

 

  

 

  

 



Are you interested in serving as Pulpit Supply? 
 

Reach out via email to the 
ISC Committee 

on Ministry Co-chairs: 
 

Rev. Lisa Hart- lisa@revhart.net 
Mark Walz- mewalz5925@hotmail.com 

 

  

 

Click to submit your EVENTS + NEWS to the Weekly Connection 

 

 

  
 

Opportunities + Resources 
 

  
 

Part-time Organist/Pianist - Friedens UCC Marissa  

 

Part-time Music Leader - St. Paul UCC Pinckneyville 

Part-time Bookkeeper - St. John UCC Fairview Heights 

Contemporary Band Leader - St. Paul UCC Waterloo 

Contemporary Keyboard Musician - St. Paul UCC Waterloo  

Part-Time Secretary/Bookkeeper- Friedens UCC Irvington 

Part-Time Administrative Assistant - St. John's UCC Smithton  

Part-Time Behavioral Health Nurse - Hoyleton Youth & Family Services  

Part-Time Faith Community Nurse - Deaconess Nurse Ministry  

Director of Nursing - Hitz Memorial Home  

 

If you are reading a print version of the ISC Weekly Connection, consider 
scanning the QR code and subscribe to receive upcoming issues straight 
to your email inbox. Not only does this ensure you won't miss an issue but 
it gives opportunity to click on the links to full articles, webinar registration 
sites, videos and more. It only takes a minute to sign up. Reach out to 
Missy at 618-654-2125 or mloyet@iscucc.org with any questions or with 
news for the Weekly Connection. 

 

   

  
 

Contact Us - Your OCWM Monies at Work 
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Please call (618) 654-2125 before coming to the Conference Office or make 
an appointment with a staff member using the emails below. 
For the work of Conference teams and committees or for financial matters (in 
terms of your church's giving to the Conference or OCWM), contact Debbie 
Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org. 
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook 
page or Weekly Connection, contact Missy Loyet at mloyet@iscucc.org. 
For DuBois Center Co-Executive Directors, contact Jason Petry or Leah 
Petry at director@DuBoisCenter.org or (618) 787-2202 ext. 2 for Jason or ext. 
3 for Leah. 
For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions or ISC 
program registrations, contact Julie Riechmann at 
jriechmann@iscucc.org or (618) 357-1809. 
For Rev. Shana Johnson, ISC Conference Minister, contact her 
at sjohnson@iscucc.org or (618) 882-8247. 

 

  

 

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and 
Illinois South Conference of the UCC 

Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ does not 
discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, or gender identity. To 
the extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, mental, emotional, medical, or dietary 
needs. 

 

Illinois South Conference    Back Bay Mission   CHHSM    
 

Deaconess Foundation     Deaconess Nurse Ministry    DuBois Center    
 

Eden Theological Seminary    Emmaus Homes    Hitz Memorial Home 
 

Hoyleton Youth & Family     Unleashing Potential 
 

Pension Board-UCC    St. John's Community Care    UCC Insurance Board 
 

Uplands Village    UCC Campus Ministry    Uni-Pres Kindercottage   
UCC Newsletter 
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