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Reflections for Our Conference Minister

Dear Friends,

As | visit and worship with churches throughout the lllinois South Conference, | often hear pastors, music directors, and
lay leaders express a desire to expand the music and video resources available for worship, Bible studies, retreats, and
other ministries. One of the best-kept secrets for accessing music that reflects a just, generous, and inclusive expression
of the Christian faith is the Convergence Music Project (CMP).

While the name CMP may be new to some, its artists are not. Many of their musicians—including Bryan Sirchio, Ken
Medema, Andra Moran, Christopher Grundy, Monty Jackson, and The Many—have joined us for youth retreats, Day of
Discipleship events, and Annual Meetings here in the lllinois South Conference.

| want to share two opportunities to learn more about the Convergence Music Project and the resources they offer.
First, October 7-10, CMP will host Converging 2026: Sing It in Louisville, Kentucky. This gathering offers continuing
education opportunities for pastors and ministry leaders, professional development for worship leaders, and personal
inspiration for songwriters and others passionate about music and ministry.

Converging 2026: Sing It (click this link for more information)

Second, CMP is currently offering a free one-month trial
membership for individuals and churches. This is a
wonderful opportunity to explore the music, videos, and
other resources available through their platform.

Free Trial Membership (click this for more information)

| hope you and your church will take advantage of these
opportunities and discover the many gifts the Convergence
Music Project has to offer. | am grateful for the ways CMP
and its artists continue to enrich the worship and ministry
of churches across our Conference and beyond.

Grace and peace,

Rev. Shana . .
Convergence Music Project Facebook Page

Please Rememberin Your Prayers this Week...

St. John UCC, Granite City Grantfork UCC-
Rev. Nancy Brooks
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Retired Pastor- Rev. Gary (Joyce) Kniepkamp

WE HOLD IN PRAYER THE HAWAII CONFERENCE

The Conference Minister of the Hawaii Conference, Rev. David Popham, shared with colleagues yesterday that Hawaii
Island sustained the brunt of Tropical Storm Lala, with flooding causing the greatest damage. The Kau district, at the
southern end of the island, was hit particularly hard.

Our Kauaha'ao UCC church, located in the Kau district, sustained damage from a mudflow. This same church property
was also impacted by a mudflow during the Kona Low storms earlier this spring, which damaged an outlying building.
We hold the people of the Hawaii Conference, and especially those in the affected communities, in our prayers as they
begin assessing the damage, caring for one another, and beginning the long process of recovery.

Submit prayer requests here

UCC Global, National, +Regional News

Congratulations to Rev. Beverly Kahle of St. John UCC in Nashville, IL, on her retirement! Here are a few highlights from
the Sunday, August 16 service. Wishing her all the best as she embarks on this new chapter of her journey.
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Join us to Celebrate

St. John UCC
New Athens
invites you
to join in
celebrating the
retirement of
Rev. Dr. Robert

community to join us in an open house to help us celebrate his retirement.

September 13, 2026 Worship 10:00am St John UCC [< oC h
Open house to follow till 4pm The Bullpen Bar and Grill

CHAAudée _/%m Ghe St Couts v:fefmwm

" Appetizers, tea, coffee, & cake provided
Questions, please call Susan in the Church office 618-475-2947

St John UCC The Bullpen Bar And Grill
301 S Market St 101 N Van Buren
New Athens Il 62264 New Athens |l 62264

Clergy Workshop on Christian Nationalism

featuring Rev. Hannah Kardon

ISC
Monday, September 14™ JUSTICE
4 pm to 5:30 pm
L . &EMISSION
helping to be the good
hosted by the ISC : . | Sl

Justice & Mission Team

Register by Septembe
email dkesner@isct

Dear ISC Clergy,

The Justice and Mission Team has created a unique opportunity for us to gather as colleagues for a timely and important
workshop exploring how the principles of Christian Nationalism often stand in direct contradiction to the core teachings
and witness of Jesus Christ.

Our presenter, Rev. Hannah Kardon, a United Methodist pastor with roots in the United Church of Christ, will offer
valuable insights into how churches can clearly distinguish themselves from messages of hate and exclusion that are
driving many people away from the church. Together, we will explore how we can instead embody the welcoming love
and transformative message of Jesus found in the Gospels.

This free workshop, originally scheduled for Monday, August 10, has been rescheduled for Monday, September 14,
from 4:00-5:30 p.m. via Zoom.
Because this workshop will be interactive, with opportunities for participants to ask questions and reflect on their own

experiences in ministry settings, we will not record our time together. This will help us create a braver space for honest
conversation and sharing.

| encourage you to join us for what promises to be an engaging time of learning, conversation, and reflection—one that |
hope will strengthen and enrich your ministry.

Because we will not be publicly sharing the Zoom link, and our presenter would like to know how many people will be
attending, please email Debbie Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org by noon on Thursday, September 10, to let her know
that you plan to attend. Debbie will then send the Zoom link to everyone who has registered.

If you have questions or would like additional information, please feel free to contact me directly

at sjohnson@iscucc.org.

| hope you will join us, and | look forward to seeing you online on Monday, September 14.

Rev. Shana Johnson
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Registration for the 2026 ISC
Annual Meeting opens
Tuesday, September 1

Fall 2026 Eden Seminary Ministry Cohorts!

MINISTRY

AL A y :f Ministry cohorts allow you to sample many theological themes,
offering peer learning with your ministry context in mind.
FAL L 2 0 2 6 Scholars have chosen a specific lens on a particular topic and
share their expertise through digital content you watch on your
EXpand Your Range own time. Four monthly online meetings are interspersed,

where you and your cohort members gather for facilitated
6+ makes a cohort, so bring a friend! . . . .
discussion with an experienced church leader.
Theological Themes » Peer Learning » Ministry Context Cohorts support lifelong learning and are for anyone-
authorized clergy, chaplains, Christian educators, lay leaders

and anyone interested in the topic. UCC members will recognize the Marks for Ministry woven throughout the cohorts,
though anyone from any denomination, or no denomination, is welcome to attend.

Fall 2026 Themes

Spiritual Care Basics for Lay People

Race, Class and Gender in the Forgotten Creed
United Church of Christ History and Polity
Spiritual Care for the Unhoused

Gender and Sexuality in the Bible

Fall 2026 Eden Ministry Cohorts

Upcoming Boundary Trainings approved by lllinois South Conference Committee on Ministry

Beyond Don't Sleep with the Sheep: Boundary Training for Clergy

Friday, September 11 9:00AM - 3:00PM CT via Online Together, we’'ll look at power and
positional authority, historical impact, and our roles as leaders within congregations and the
communities we are called to serve. Register

THEOLOGICAL,
SEMINARY

THE A boundary awareness training for members in discernment and authorized ministers of the

UCC. Thursday September 24, 9:00 AM — 3:00 PM CST via Zoom and the Damascus
DAMAchS Project Learning Network. Register by September 22nd.

PROJECT
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Join the Start of
Our Summer Webinar Series!

Because of Ministry:

Financial Securityand
Self-Care Sustain the Call

More Informatigies:

August is national “Make-A-Will”” month!

Create your will for free at:
FREEWILL

Led by the UCC’s Ministerial Excellence, Support & Authorization Team (MESA)

This training is recommended for retired clergy and for pastors who are preparing for
retirement. Thursday, October 15, 1:00 — 4:00pm CT, Boundary Training for Retired
Clergy; register here, with the Revs. Tara Barber and Melanie Oommen.

Boundary Training for Authorized Ministers Registration closes when limits are reached. All
trainings are spread out over two days and take place from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. CT each

day. November 5 & 12, November 17 & 18

Links for more information and to register.

Pension Board Summer Webinar Series

Wednesday, August 19, 2:00 pm CT -
Money, Ministry, and Meaning: Financial Wellness as an Act of Pastoral Self-care

Monday, August 31, 2:00 pm CT -
Employer-Focused Workshop: Building Healthy, Sustainable Ministries Through
Better Benefits Education

August is National Make-a-Will Month

Create a free and legal will with Freewill for National Make-a-Will Month

The Pension Boards and Rev. Dr. Paul Leon Ramsey, Director Church Relations and
Philanthropy, is pleased to partner with the United Church of Christ in its Together
for Tomorrow shared legacy campaign, which offers FreeWill, an estate planning tool
to create your, free and legal will. Observe National Make-A-Will Month and secure
your legacy today at FreeWill. Visit https://freewill.com/pbucc.
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Lunchtime Film Series on Caring for the Earth

Join Blessed Tomorrow for 6 lunchtime screenings of the film series: Caring for the Earth: Stories from Faith
Communities! Created for pastors and faith leaders of all ages. We will watch each film over the 6 weeks and then hear
directly from the powerful faith leaders featured in the films. Wednesdays from September 2nd through October

7th 12:00 pm- 12:45 pm CT. Register here!


https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NclRIYTzeVVaUdQvW6VgNrRhUqvGX2xZlopHj99YGptzPIn259PNuH7ZDifDRz7q9XW4XOyzNJAN0H_G3CTuEavUz440-JxhTgnrPEVEHPpN08XCktR_BXZEWZGiNQdIGAZm5SJNIQUNtpt4hqDxBcKu5-2IqdAbZyQeo_ZpKxIAOaTpSMVjIFn6LXxW7IdDS6L7DZ9G6jaiROv8d7raYO_UBZVjz-C_23LP0lcpP1gjrrdz27wdXh4HTdxxRvyUjDBELKwjp1W0_ggp0WcSy7T1W1UYmZALp3yHXdwqcj5RnHNSIN4hwaAcLlHiTAIaSqaARy1bS6IXQtNgco-cxP3uv05jvnClzYlBnh-JpMT-c40uOvdr7v3WaXyeGWu16Ky9EHGtVvG612smvICEoV4_kZSr1Px1GfZMbCsyRzLhGUXCwrQSvVSXZuTuCJykm7AHIF0ERu02QogoqGLW9SkXZG9wcRFRJusDbD-Lu4E0l3CzsfUm2T8fM3PAv7uQNZo0hHP2GVJLMoELl8HWwaThcibZBR6dUcEBimkMuBSXbTYrQi-9i5aTcvqB62fNTQ8-o2-W9bSTO7L2rqGG_W8crz-9P_Qfe1pvzu6fUgGhAnfGaE-5q4wnVbVYTz8LRbokYPOMjWmg3uGs2lG_MoXr1vSs07DJsATHx96ip5v4SiCZox0oQ5-R0dlrQ2gn-7m7ADkdOxEKedognlSYRIygkMP8jnFjde3EmccOIbc5QP8wjAlW3dFolszx1mZKCznvyLnJFLbWoyotDCLYeAQGM06kplI-cjIknyZhzS0UTLJ7EwjB4QvwZeA040P_WPP72K1IgrSLVa8fSNvEQAlCjmdT3NEM3E0VNeDBX4DPOOu0ycRdt0zKkZKG6aZt8-64cvo5Dmppygkn-jviNLMGW1cjBlaRBHuHzEgVq6FLiIcZtv0-7FoKrtG_W3bHW0nH6TNsUuDL8BYF_sGvnxh8-VY_hR0AbTQq3mEQbISC_J4JjTafK5IX_t7q2PFYwhBGK30UyhFRSxo84jH_7C6DzN5lIRrUKLcX3FO_-a9nv8KzESOD1kDzNknlQm9UTEUWnJnUGlEazeSoEcqpUA==&c=4mXQhe6qVQoHXY2zcSlQShBvxdkxyal1ZIzIvBqem9y5Dh6HpT2f1g==&ch=oMIcynNhEtIVpsQSvtrqM-nfJ9QsGAaO2Pjx6NwW7UGZlvgZX93FxQ==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NclRIYTzeVVaUdQvW6VgNrRhUqvGX2xZlopHj99YGptzPIn259PNuNObg4u3Z3Y-6SUN2JUECe-QCvu9StQR5EYnngBckqT1fLwO-U4PH1ASfLdF6B0luwI_cM0UbO4EsMk6q6X2LlhOlLMoemXY0lTsPx0oHexUNPLa_67UToWbCjRc1xoQBe7nYwr2813Kjh9XrwR7gxt3QYoLLTL-2QvXQGij8_QEQvipxcZo9Uy5upCegkLTtQ==&c=4mXQhe6qVQoHXY2zcSlQShBvxdkxyal1ZIzIvBqem9y5Dh6HpT2f1g==&ch=oMIcynNhEtIVpsQSvtrqM-nfJ9QsGAaO2Pjx6NwW7UGZlvgZX93FxQ==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NclRIYTzeVVaUdQvW6VgNrRhUqvGX2xZlopHj99YGptzPIn259PNuNObg4u3Z3Y-cCt4b9VkgrthX9l28WwO1CdZPj585M_Fx4EJFAAq1e_ccIulFxfGU1eXh80rORcr-xzz51jt4YH-Du5g4ZdaqKkcifDyjFHfUV2VVlPL-6ribeAXorT8sDKpzxrDlCi8cvJyWSkOHfxWOE-XgMwRnqhjm6DTJm9EfC8hooJrKO9kj5q3pHR35Q==&c=4mXQhe6qVQoHXY2zcSlQShBvxdkxyal1ZIzIvBqem9y5Dh6HpT2f1g==&ch=oMIcynNhEtIVpsQSvtrqM-nfJ9QsGAaO2Pjx6NwW7UGZlvgZX93FxQ==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NclRIYTzeVVaUdQvW6VgNrRhUqvGX2xZlopHj99YGptzPIn259PNuNRMoqrx3CsRItOtH-DIj_0PMBoHMCjJwVmdPnIE4bVv-B6jTs4Ik2eiR2uxFnmMD4v_8jQuHJLCF33godyQcdv5BTm0iE60m5i_3XG1Y8-WY0cu5oaIuJLpUZKsPq31smP1WViXg8QK82IagEr1RkoyntafLsmKENrRUWHhwnXFVDTBi-iDnVeOY5mb9gNLxPob8uuHvu6p32gAOYjKTY-i1B8qVOffpvxouKiJGRv_dI9EQqU7tc-GFeTQZSYp3o0c_1glD-1P2bG_AxaweBatQDCjEWklSHK7RA-E4k5a9t_YUIVcw4d0zvKt7RQXI2dBHzarkCZcUSazzFf6YgF019m9z-3OZjwN1CPeh3Y7nU4XTuX_LxYJD2_Bmqux_hU4wIDaKNbEKl82K3aUtqr4bnS_TrYJNGRUxoTXwnondSl5dFIh6AIWTHLBEo6hRNmEbIU9GDy0HGJdaA7dQZVc9C5JKJt5VpM4-3p8i0AGfYZbfZVsHE0OKcGQ46atUMwdV0hrRMNzyUQwlYplKqHJnIoYyrGzmidwg15YweWbCS7edCMY_l8=&c=4mXQhe6qVQoHXY2zcSlQShBvxdkxyal1ZIzIvBqem9y5Dh6HpT2f1g==&ch=oMIcynNhEtIVpsQSvtrqM-nfJ9QsGAaO2Pjx6NwW7UGZlvgZX93FxQ==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NclRIYTzeVVaUdQvW6VgNrRhUqvGX2xZlopHj99YGptzPIn259PNuNRMoqrx3CsRfdbNxFVFcJYwK6NydjkWqveGyaIkQLsSyDqqD4dLJtmhv4hAhAjYAkIFpQGQgjmx3f08uH08da-DyhHECkefN-nrHsd9srQDZu8EC4_vE-tdGsatKhOpdsM1CRsVGitCDGijoW3c8pIMMZlKrzGrccnXcKNemcuNvmB0G9cmpX1QoErlinMCLh72MIm_MyQOMUJLrVbACqg-2BTpOJVz-UkLQhtSAGyxQOlC8or64uaq5YD9pjo4v9VhOWnh-zfv7VLogG7nq2k-RYVNSeg_desWnt4aY7KDamBKntocr-Z32y1Z8mq86gEMmAlD3XSTx59wHVdOAcqvJDK44SCZcvlKCPXDIi9j40VwUgeLApfeV5IbrFRMpbdelubMznsFodGj7_MKsIzsA1BAww2WgDYRM0w1pTUYsU2tG8UFaNcCzLR8-o9L7awPuxStSY2luW2bHjiOh-mkQj7O1hWIBdWlwA11IrjyrHjoS_P0EJmb1MG_PRDIuz3xGbSXc5JTzFW5dgptGd4jk1ZS0hN5uEZeKrHOJpPVXtVuE9LKjTLj8_HlEAfyjKJAG3GyqkQ8PNWN2KrXzI_lwYPO3HP-XY5pEjD0igalj_77lXv-qwg=&c=4mXQhe6qVQoHXY2zcSlQShBvxdkxyal1ZIzIvBqem9y5Dh6HpT2f1g==&ch=oMIcynNhEtIVpsQSvtrqM-nfJ9QsGAaO2Pjx6NwW7UGZlvgZX93FxQ==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NclRIYTzeVVaUdQvW6VgNrRhUqvGX2xZlopHj99YGptzPIn259PNuNRMoqrx3CsRfdbNxFVFcJYwK6NydjkWqveGyaIkQLsSyDqqD4dLJtmhv4hAhAjYAkIFpQGQgjmx3f08uH08da-DyhHECkefN-nrHsd9srQDZu8EC4_vE-tdGsatKhOpdsM1CRsVGitCDGijoW3c8pIMMZlKrzGrccnXcKNemcuNvmB0G9cmpX1QoErlinMCLh72MIm_MyQOMUJLrVbACqg-2BTpOJVz-UkLQhtSAGyxQOlC8or64uaq5YD9pjo4v9VhOWnh-zfv7VLogG7nq2k-RYVNSeg_desWnt4aY7KDamBKntocr-Z32y1Z8mq86gEMmAlD3XSTx59wHVdOAcqvJDK44SCZcvlKCPXDIi9j40VwUgeLApfeV5IbrFRMpbdelubMznsFodGj7_MKsIzsA1BAww2WgDYRM0w1pTUYsU2tG8UFaNcCzLR8-o9L7awPuxStSY2luW2bHjiOh-mkQj7O1hWIBdWlwA11IrjyrHjoS_P0EJmb1MG_PRDIuz3xGbSXc5JTzFW5dgptGd4jk1ZS0hN5uEZeKrHOJpPVXtVuE9LKjTLj8_HlEAfyjKJAG3GyqkQ8PNWN2KrXzI_lwYPO3HP-XY5pEjD0igalj_77lXv-qwg=&c=4mXQhe6qVQoHXY2zcSlQShBvxdkxyal1ZIzIvBqem9y5Dh6HpT2f1g==&ch=oMIcynNhEtIVpsQSvtrqM-nfJ9QsGAaO2Pjx6NwW7UGZlvgZX93FxQ==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NclRIYTzeVVaUdQvW6VgNrRhUqvGX2xZlopHj99YGptzPIn259PNuH7ZDifDRz7qYOqKXwPfRiTu1UEUYJ8A0GDqVWiVUbQwzEMBNyMyD0rJhommo_WCPiwTXyWmLsDGtz-AaqAiFZhR_CoOlM85i0J1NrJYAzac-F8Uj40J_40c8LQKuuOI4cqecR7h8saXhw5xb-JeLnfig9l7jlZAx9rhKyznS3fu99qBiWQC895wQEfHwE-wvGziz04NaJLHpW0Zgmu80NDQmkOC6BeYUO2Rov9fBtJ3dQS1THOJNtXjkDL0WUXoFapeMc66NLGre3m_45f2AQhu-xixQhoc-JOyHF5L-U5frP8u4z6LOvKjGbon6nKjpB3PsyxeG4GsrR9S_y62WUiI8at_rtq18xErhWoIn6th_1xWZ_LPJnfhIh08h8E0vZ1yp7jz5DYy0BKWj87qPIU8_trMSEcNeZG0iM8kriFt&c=4mXQhe6qVQoHXY2zcSlQShBvxdkxyal1ZIzIvBqem9y5Dh6HpT2f1g==&ch=oMIcynNhEtIVpsQSvtrqM-nfJ9QsGAaO2Pjx6NwW7UGZlvgZX93FxQ==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NclRIYTzeVVaUdQvW6VgNrRhUqvGX2xZlopHj99YGptzPIn259PNuH7ZDifDRz7qxtpEBHMVaQbL3MUquYvjYisVZMl7w5xl0riX7qWk3E7lfLXwWlZ_jSjd6gqf0aoVKiiHTQLTA-Z9EQAbX38cAhrogSDg7HRl6LJxMRrNgpwl49_Pabor8BF_ImWK-n4rfFm1A6QhISi_23L7qudEaqD6mVqbv250r3ULzH8lsenTACJnniAXPYZnrXoRCLERuLb1kEB8gWKMnYMNNBvP-WQ4rXDcOUK-iwdYLez2_e9Rz9Eg4HcVj3t4rt1L1xC-JLhdP7lTDsgvGMZM1bpZr3ZTZr_7a0t2kxDBfvWR8IBFagaKovIwao34kT8zaBzozlcu2BkSHcuusv5NJcckZkH3__d_xt_LzsvjR4MuM8HKpkzggksFr6DMPzUt517pmOKYohoLALrWJ6XRfoy_IJBkLL94Ce2HtnMj18TVBsU=&c=4mXQhe6qVQoHXY2zcSlQShBvxdkxyal1ZIzIvBqem9y5Dh6HpT2f1g==&ch=oMIcynNhEtIVpsQSvtrqM-nfJ9QsGAaO2Pjx6NwW7UGZlvgZX93FxQ==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NclRIYTzeVVaUdQvW6VgNrRhUqvGX2xZlopHj99YGptzPIn259PNuH7ZDifDRz7qyB31lgmtsSlUfi8aXcHN0cNU3gbpELSf2-0rmsuVfqn3pNncF2kX7b6UeZolXdpC1-QoTuuEiuURGkdga0mlT-wNNHYL-M3_IVW9CradTmkAW2o-KypQc7sbOznioAu76DOdRLr-BinjMU6hHqiGZ-0aPJO2mTP60EO2x7u-JQMOAR1cbWnvINBaWxbHqF6QW64LXF3K_fOeTz8OfFgKGmv2xxkc6k3RGaHzglaDIwqMns51ttphQCbGboE5RGhMa1R5nPijP8x42J_L4FmsSVHmdQTIJrEP-vRiEsuOimU1PKPg2XUHHbCbkVg5I8fr4nPXa3WEafO4rHUDjVSH8JR9VHGVkKoK&c=4mXQhe6qVQoHXY2zcSlQShBvxdkxyal1ZIzIvBqem9y5Dh6HpT2f1g==&ch=oMIcynNhEtIVpsQSvtrqM-nfJ9QsGAaO2Pjx6NwW7UGZlvgZX93FxQ==
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- Join UCC Disaster Ministries, Insurance Board, Pension Boards - United
@GR Church of Christ, and Cornerstone Fund for a collaborative Preparedness

Preparedness Month Kick-Off: Month kickoff webinar. Through an interactive mock disaster scenario,

Loving Our Neighbors Through participants will explore practical strategies for how churches can effectively
Disaster Preparedness & Response

care for congregants, support clergy, safeguard facilities, and serve their
communities when disasters strike.

Tdesday;T septembac.Sth Register: https:/low.ly/Txik50ZAAIK
3:00 PM Eastern

JUS pSod’s Economy: September 20th: Just Peace Sunday

PEACE g . Each year, the United Church of Christ recognizes the Sunday before International
ot Bl Day of Prayer for Peace as Just Peace Sunday. We take this Sunday to renew our
commitment to our Just Peace vision. This year, we gather around the theme
“God’s Economy: People Over Profit”. Stay tuned for more worship resources here.

. Nurture the Soul
QL IHE'SOUL Faith, Disability, and the Crisis of Homelessness
Aug 20, 2026 02:30 PM in CT
Join the Disability Ministry Board for an interactive conversation
around the intersections of disability and economic justice. We'll learn
a bit about how the limitations of Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
impacts housing and financial stability for the community diagnosed
with disabilities. More importantly, we'll ask the hard questions about
why we should care beyond being called and led to be a caring,
gracious and loving community that honors the dignity of all our
neighbors. Register

@

Help us restock our shelves.

N 7 qu

o AN .
July 2026 CWS Disaster Bucket project at Evangelical UCC of Highland, IL
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A Message from Priscilla Self, Conference Disaster Response Coordinator—

Church World Service now offers a “Host a Party with a Purpose” option to assemble Kits and Cleanup Buckets.
Whether it’s a youth group, Rally Day, mission project, school club, or birthday with meaning—Party Packs are a joyful
way to serve together - turn compassion into action; pack some love.

Go to https://cwskits.org/party-packs/ for all the information about this including an order form. Complete the order form
and CWS will ship to you all the supplies needed for these Kits and Buckets: (allow three weeks for delivery after your
order is received)

e Hygiene Kits — Case of 24 $168.00
e Period Packs — Case of 10 $162.50
e Kids Kits (School supplies) — Case of 12 $162.00

These Kits include packing boxes and prepaid return shipping labels —just drop completed boxes off at your local FedEx
facility.

e Clean-up Buckets — supplies for 36 buckets $2,160.00

The buckets need to be delivered to a CWS depot and there is still time to order, organize and assemble buckets for the
Oct. 10, 2026 drop off at the St. Louis location listed below. Or click the button for additional depot info.

St. Louis, Missouri LifeWise STL

1321 South 11th Street, St. Louis, MO, 63104

Dropoff Dates and Times: First Saturday in October - 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM Contact: Krescene

Beck, krescenebeck@gmail.com

Church World Service Drop Off Locations and Dates
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Global Ministries

Global Ministries Statement of Support for Venezuela and Colombia
published on Aug 11, 2026

Venezuela
UEPV uses school space to feed children
On June 24, 2026, two earthquakes registering at 7.2 and 7.5 magnitudes struck
northwestern and central Venezuela. The impacts of the earthquakes and

- : | aftershocks were felt nationwide, particularly in Caracas and La Guaira, where 80%

of buildings collapsed. As of early August, more than 6,300 were reported dead,

61,000 hospitalized, and tens of thousands still missing... Read on from here
Colombia
On August 10, 2026, a 7.4-magnitude earthquake struck Colombia — the most powerful recorded earthquake in Colombia
in the past decade. While the details are still emerging, early reports register more than 120 deaths and 1,495 injured —
these numbers are expected to rise in the coming days and weeks. Damage assessments and rescue efforts are
currently underway to clear debris and rescue those trapped in the rubble. Global Ministries’ partner, the Peace
Commission of the Evangelical Council of Colombia (CEDECOL), reported that their personnel and campus are
largely safe, although several walls came tumbling down in the quake. Global Ministries partner Justapaz also reported
limited damage, confirming that all staff were safe and accounted for. Both organizations are currently evaluating the full
extent of damages nationwide.
Global Ministries remains committed to accompanying our partners and the peoples of Venezuela and Colombia as they
navigate these moments of grief and loss. Our partner Red CLAI offers the following resource to guide us in our prayers.
Prayer of support for Venezuela and Colombia from the Disciples in Argentina Read entire article

- 30th Anniversary Gala
o 30t°,';‘1j;m'v”;§;’;iiﬁa,a Saturday, November 7, 2026 | 6:00 PM — 10:00 PM
November 7, 2026 | 6PM Get ready for a spectacular evening as we celebrate 30 years of impact and giving! Join us at

; our 30th Anniversary Gala on November 7, 2026, in Indianapolis. This milestone event will



https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NclRIYTzeVVaUdQvW6VgNrRhUqvGX2xZlopHj99YGptzPIn259PNuMAegWQtGS10sQm4shI59UerWvJxodKmwzPZzjfCRSXkBsrQ_L5m4hgC1qDxa7YkMrPlH3a0wrApCss9FaXNS1JzoNUkePjuT_mEu7qS_wVMtWWtdcw9YJc=&c=4mXQhe6qVQoHXY2zcSlQShBvxdkxyal1ZIzIvBqem9y5Dh6HpT2f1g==&ch=oMIcynNhEtIVpsQSvtrqM-nfJ9QsGAaO2Pjx6NwW7UGZlvgZX93FxQ==
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1321+South+11th+Street,+St.+Louis,+MO,+63104?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:krescenebeck@gmail.com
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bring together friends, partners, and supporters for a night of celebration! More details on the event will be forthcoming —
mark your calendars now!

Reservations will open soon! We look forward to celebrating our past, embracing the present, and embracing a future of
continued growth and impact.

ISC Hunger Action Team - Facing Hunger in Your Community

The ISC Hunger Action Team would like to recognize CHRIST UCC, DUPO & ST. PAUL, COLUMBIA for their 2026
TWIGS SUMMER LUNCH PROGRAM!

Christ United Church of Christ - Dupo and St. Paul United Church of Christ - Columbia are two churches that worked
together in coordinating a 7 site outreach of the TWIGS Summer Lunch Program. Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
lunches were distributed to children in the Dupo, East Carondelet and Cahokia communities. Christ Church Dupo and St.
Paul Columbia have participated by providing volunteers and funding this project for many years. But this year was
different.

In the summer of 2026, they distributed 6,063 lunches - 1,493 MORE than last year. The group anticipated there would be
an increased need this year "due to the economy". But they could have never imagined the magnitude of increase. There
was no housing influx in those communities to account for the numbers. The only signal was the moral apathy of our
members of Congress in cutting SNAP benefits from our neighbors struggling to make ends meet. Hearing the words of
gratitude and stories of survival from grandparents, 2 and 3 job families, single parents as well as young children
EXICTED to get a simple sack lunch was heart wrenching.

People often wish they could help with such projects through donating (but some are in the same boat- struggling
financially) or through volunteering (but some are still employed or enduring ill health). The one way we can all help feed
hungry children is to cast our ballots in ways that show the world we are truly following in Jesus footsteps by caring for our
youngest neighbors. -submitted by Rev. Carol Shanks

By sharing your stories of being in service to others, you shine God's Light to all of us in the ISC and
beyond! Click below...

...share stories of fighting hunger in YOUR community.

News from DuBois Center

Fall Ride Day — September 12, 2026

A day to bring the family out or get a group of friends together for a horseback ride at
DuBois Center. Sign up for a ride time that fits your schedule best. Feel free to bring a
picnic lunch for your group to enjoy!

*10 riders max per ride

Arena Ride: 4:00pm. Ages 3-7 with an adult walking alongside the horse. $18 per child.
Trail Rides: 10:30am, 1:00pm, 2:30pm. Ages 8+. $30 per rider.

Click here to register. Hurry! Registration closes August 29.

Mother-Daughter Retreat is October 9-11 and Mother-Son Day is November 1. Enjoy camp activities, time to relax in
nature, and quality time together!
For more information: https://duboiscenter.org/retreats/dbc-retreats/
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register@dubois
= center.org

Registration closes 10/18/2026

MOTHER
DAUGHTER
RETREAT

October 9-11, 2026

Mothers, Daughters, Grandmothers,
Granddaughters, Aunts, and Nieces are
welcome!

Traditional camp fun

Relax in God's creation

o O

(1) duboiscenter.org/retreats/dbe-retreats ) 618-357-1809

Hello,

We hope this email finds you well! Fall Festival at DuBois Center is fast approaching, and we
can't do it without LOTS of wonderful volunteers like YOU. Consider joining us on Sunday,
October 4 to help with Horses, Soda Stand, Sweet Treats, Kids' Corner, Hayrides, and more. We
also need help with set up on Saturday, October 3. Sign up to volunteer by Friday, September 25:

https://lwww.signupgenius.com/qo/10C084DA4AD28A2FCC34-65007262-2026

Thanks for your consideration - Hope to see you there!

Breanne Beisiegel

Fall Festival Volunteer Coordinator

DuBois Center

2651 Quarry Road

DuBois, Illinois 62831

Office Phone: (618) 787-2202

DuBois Center is the Camp and Retreat Center of the lllinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ

FALL-: B

Family-friendly event!
Admission & parking are free, and there's something for
everyone to enjoy. Gather your friends and family!

Food Trucks, Live Music, Rope Making,
Kids Korner, Pony & Hay Rides, Silent Auction, and
OVER 40 CRAFTERS & ARTISANS!

9 2651 Quarry Rd. DuBois, IL DuBm'g eﬂhfgr

+ The Camp and Retreat Center of the |liinois South
@ www.DuBoisCenter.org Conference of the United Church of Christ
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Monarch Butterflies Nurtured at Fairhaven Senior Services’ Waystation
August 11, 2026 | Barb Powell

What began in Spring 2023 with a 10-gallon fishtank with removable screen top and lots
of willpower in Fairhaven Senior Services’ lobby is now a year-round process, and all to
save the monarch butterflies. Read

SEEREEREBENERSEREE
ASE JOIN yg

SATURDAY : 4 -
Aeyey | 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

ALHAMBRA TOWNSHIP CENTER
i PARKING LOT

2026 ' 101 E MAIN ST, ALHAMBRA, IL 62001

STy,

PORK BURGERS,
BRATS, & HOTDOGS

A FUNDRAISER IN SUPPORT OF
ACTIVITIES AT HITZ MEMORIAL HOME
IN ALHAMBRA, IL
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‘" September 18 ‘ Tamarack Golf Course | 800 Tamarack Lane, Shiloh

N

. Volunteer Shifts Available:

WE’RE I."[]KINE 9AM - 12 PM 12PM -4 PM

Hoyleton F

Event Setup Tent Support on the Course
FﬂR Vu lUNTE[HS' - Guest Registration Dinner Service Support
. -
Tent Support on the Course Event Clean-Up

Be part of the action and help
make this year’s Golf Classic
a hole-in-one!

We're looking for enthusiastic volunteers to help
make this year’s Golf Classic a success!
Interested in volunteering? Contact Mario McCart at
mmeccart@hoyleton.org to sign up or learn more.

aging and disabled people since 1985

== e
ST JC()H N?S ;Q‘.’ﬁ“. Supporting Growt,h at Every Age, is happeniqg on September 13th 2026 at
. e S gt _ 10:45am, and we’d love for you to be part of it.
@ ik The Learning Tree
‘\Q M“'ﬂ 's This fun and inclusive .1K event is designed so that everyone can
® ‘ & participate, whether you walk, run, roll, cheer from the sidelines, or simply come

out to support the community.

We’'re also thrilled to partner with The Learning Tree for this special event,
bringing together two organizations committed to supporting individuals and
families across the Metro-East community.

Proceeds from the event will help strengthen programs and services that support
students, older adults, individuals with disabilities, caregivers, and families
throughout our region.

Supporting Growth

@ at Every Age 6
einclusion ® Community ® Opportunity ® Belonging Whether you’ve participated in one of our events before or are simply looking for
—~————————— a meaningful and lighthearted way to support the community, we hope you’ll

mark your calendar now.

Registration details can be found here and on our website coming soon!
Thank you for helping us continue building a more supportive, connected community for all ages and abilities.

Our ISC Churches News +Events

O’FALLON UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

- PART 2!-;

The story continues...
Brian returns to continue his historical
account on the impact our church

had and still has in the community.

J WON'T WANT TO MISS WHAT’S

AUGUST 19, 2026 * 6:30PM

IN THE SANCTUARY

L e
OUR PAST. OUR IMPACT. OUR FUTURE. ‘
'.‘ Celebrating 150 Years of Faith in Action! \
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2901 Nameoki Rd., Granite City

/

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22

PORK BRAT
STEAK PLATE
PLATE WITH 2

WITH 2 e
SIDES $14.00
$14.00 *t******‘

SIDES: BAKED BEANS, POTATO SALAD
AND RELLEKE CORN

11:00 A.M. UNTIL 5:00 P.M.

HOT DOGS, DESSERTS AND DRINKS
ALSO AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

Grief@QShare
SUPPORT GROUP

Consider joining us or passing along the information to
someona you know who is grieving a loss.

Mondays - Sept. 14 -Dec. 14
6:00 - 8:00 pm
Evangelical United Church of Christ
2530 Poplar Street, Highland
For more information call 618-654-7459

0 Fallen United

Church of Clhrlst

Craft & Vendor
Fair

o o0t 206 W. Adams
135\3:: O'Fallon, IL 62269
Saturday,

August 29, 2026
9am = 2pm
For more info contact:

oucc@sbcglobal.net

618-632-3496

ol B T N ”w

(

Are you or someone you know grieving the loss of a loved one?
You/they don't have to walk that journey alone. GriefShare is a
13-week program and caring support group that offers hope,
understanding, and companionship for those navigating loss. The
fall session will be hosted on Mondays, starting on September
14, at Evangelical United Church of Christ in Highland.
GriefShare provides practical tools, encouraging discussion, and
support from people who understand what you're going through.
To learn more or register, call 618-654-7459. Registration is also
available online: Evangelical United Church of Christ
GriefShare - GriefShare

RISE: Break of
Day Retreat

ISC Winter Youth Event
Sowve the Date)

January 15 - 17th, 2027

All. youth in 6th - 12th grades are invited to attend this ISC youth event at
our camp, DuBois Center (2651 Quarry Rd.,, DuBois, IL)

The night is aver. The horizon is waiting.

There is a universal magic in the sunrise—that specific

moment when the darkness finally pulls back, the air If inclement
clears, and suddenly, everything feels possible again. In [ weather causes us
January, we'll be heading into the woods to experience | tO postpone this

that reset for ourselves.
RISE: Break of Day is about stripping away the noise of

event, it will be
held on February
13th -15th

everyday life to find some much-needed clarity. Whether
you're a middle schooler navigating who you are or a
high schooler looking at what's next, the sunrise meets
you exactly where you are.


https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NclRIYTzeVVaUdQvW6VgNrRhUqvGX2xZlopHj99YGptzPIn259PNuNRMoqrx3CsRGVrb2ZLEJoPOee6Zg0m0QJVqhZhz9cxTnv_zAU50-7kRIz3Ix3XL51VJ1HwXSkTZBh7QGbGNjDOzEKtDb3AXZmdqTnDcvlhYBLHkEjImVlc89fl-nL54fg==&c=4mXQhe6qVQoHXY2zcSlQShBvxdkxyal1ZIzIvBqem9y5Dh6HpT2f1g==&ch=oMIcynNhEtIVpsQSvtrqM-nfJ9QsGAaO2Pjx6NwW7UGZlvgZX93FxQ==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NclRIYTzeVVaUdQvW6VgNrRhUqvGX2xZlopHj99YGptzPIn259PNuNRMoqrx3CsRGVrb2ZLEJoPOee6Zg0m0QJVqhZhz9cxTnv_zAU50-7kRIz3Ix3XL51VJ1HwXSkTZBh7QGbGNjDOzEKtDb3AXZmdqTnDcvlhYBLHkEjImVlc89fl-nL54fg==&c=4mXQhe6qVQoHXY2zcSlQShBvxdkxyal1ZIzIvBqem9y5Dh6HpT2f1g==&ch=oMIcynNhEtIVpsQSvtrqM-nfJ9QsGAaO2Pjx6NwW7UGZlvgZX93FxQ==

Are you interested in serving as Pulpit Supply?

Reach out via email to the
ISC Committee
on Ministry Co-chairs:

Rev. Lisa Hart- lisa@revhart.net
Mark Walz- mewalz5925@hotmail.com

Click to submit your EVENTS + NEWS to the Weekly Connection

Opportunities +Resources

Part-time Organist/Pianist - Friedens UCC Marissa

Part-time Music Leader - St. Paul UCC Pinckneyyville

Part-time Bookkeeper - St. John UCC Fairview Heights

Contemporary Band Leader - St. Paul UCC Waterloo

Contemporary Keyboard Musician - St. Paul UCC Waterloo

Part-Time Secretary/Bookkeeper- Friedens UCC Irvington

Part-Time Behavioral Health Nurse - Hoyleton Youth & Family Services

Part-Time Faith Community Nurse - Deaconess Nurse Ministry

Part-Time Administrative Assistant - St. John's UCC Smithton

l - ' If you are reading a print version of the ISC Weekly Connection,
consider scanning the QR code and subscribe to receive upcoming
issues straight to your email inbox. Not only does this ensure you won't
miss an issue but it gives opportunity to click on the links to full articles,
webinar registration sites, videos and more. It only takes a minute to
sign up. Reach out to Missy at 618-654-2125
.'... ‘““{QL“LCL"I'V” ”. or mloyet@iscucc.org with any questions or with news for the Weekly
% nnection) Connection.

b

Contact Us - Your OCWM Monies at Work

Please call (618) 654-2125 before coming to the Conference Office or make an appointment with a staff member
using the emails below.

For the work of Conference teams and committees or for financial matters (in terms of your church's giving to the
Conference or OCWM), contact Debbie Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org.

For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or Weekly Connection, contact Missy
Loyet at mloyet@iscucc.org.
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For DuBois Center Co-Executive Directors, contact Jason Petry or Leah Petry at director@DuBoisCenter.org or (618)
787-2202 ext. 2 for Jason or ext. 3 for Leah.

For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions or ISC program registrations, contact Julie
Riechmann at

jriechmann@iscucc.orq or (618) 357-1809.

For Rev. Shana Johnson, ISC Conference Minister, contact her at sjiohnson@iscucc.org or (618) 882-8247.

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and
Illinois South Conference of the UCC
Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the lllinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ does not

discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, or gender identity.
To the extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, mental, emotional, medical, or
dietary needs.

lllinois South Conference Back Bay Mission CHHSM

Deaconess Foundation Deaconess Nurse Ministry DuBois Center

Eden Theological Seminary Emmaus Homes Hitz Memorial Home

Hoyleton Youth & Family  Unleashing Potential

Pension Board-UCC St. John's Community Care UCC Insurance Board

Uplands Village UCC Campus Ministry Uni-Pres Kindercottage
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