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Reflections from Our Conference Minister 
 

  

 

“THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE” 
A reflection based on Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 
 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed.” The tiny seed holds the potential for expansive growth. When 
someone plants the seed and tends the mustard plant, it grows to provide shelter, a safe haven, and a home for the most 
vulnerable creatures. 
 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast.” Yeast is a single-celled organism, yet when someone mixes it with just the 
right elements, it becomes a catalyst for transformation. It becomes bread for the journey, bread that nourishes, feeds, and 
comforts. 
 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.” A field can hold a priceless treasure. When someone 
discovers that treasure and truly recognizes its worth, they do all they can. They invest their energy, resources, and joy to 
obtain it, preserving the treasure's sacred worth. 
 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind.” The net itself is 
not discerning. Rather, the one who casts and gathers the net must discern what is good and what is not, deciding what 
should be kept and what must be released for the strength, health, and well-being of the community they seek to nourish. 
 
There is a seed. 
There is yeast. 
There is a field. 
There is a net. 
 
Yet alone, they have no power to bring about the kingdom of God. No organism, no living thing, no place, no physical object 
alone can bring people to fully understand, revere, and trust in the power of God or convince people to commit to the 
transforming work of Jesus Christ so the beauty, joy, and fullness of the life God intended for all God’s beloved people can 
be restored. 
 
The metaphors Jesus used, which are elevated in the Gospel of Matthew, remind us that the manifestation of the kingdom of 
heaven can only be brought about by us. 
 
We are to be the sowers. 
We are to be the bakers. 
We are to be the investors. 
We are to be the fisher folks. 
 
We are the ones who are called to till the ground, plant seeds, water the fertile grounds, and do the weeding. 
We are the ones called to combine the key ingredients, experiment, and wait patiently for the rising. 
We are the ones called to invest ourselves, personal wealth, and resources, taking risks for something beyond ourselves. 
We are the ones called to discern, set limits, make decisions, and be willing to let go. 
 
Dear friends, we are the ones God is waiting for. We are the ones we have been waiting for. We are the ones needed to use 
the talents, skills, and resources God has given us to make the commitment, make the changes, and strive to do the work 
necessary to bring about the transformative, Spirit-centered work of the kingdom of heaven. Let us be the ones Jesus spoke 
of, entrusted to build His church upon. 

-Rev. Shana Johnson 
Conference Minister 
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Please Remember in Your Prayers this Week... 
 

  
 

  

Good Shepherd of Faith UCC, East St. Louis- Pastor 
David (Natalie) Edwards 

 

  

Friedens UCC, Farina 
 

Retired Pastor- Rev. Thomas Nadelin 
 

Submit prayer requests here 
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Dear ISC Clergy, 
 
Please save Monday, August 10, 2026, from 4 pm to 5:30 pm 
 
to attend a Clergy Workshop on Christian Nationalism 
 
hhhhosted by the ISC Justice and Mission Team 
 

featuring Rev. Hannah Kardon, a pastor, parent, writer, and advocate for building coalitions committed to interfaith and 
peacemaking work. 

 
For more information, please contact Rev. John Holst, Rev. Jonathan Bangera, or Pastor Tim Burns. 

 

  
Your Church Can Respond 
 
When disaster strikes, churches have an opportunity to bring hope. 
 
Host a CWS Emergency Response Fund Offering. 
 
We’ll provide free worship and promotional resources to help your 
congregation respond. 
 
Download everything you need to host an Emergency Response 
Fund Offering 
 
"On June 24, 2026, two powerful earthquakes struck northwest 
Venezuela. More than 4,300 people have died, nearly 17,000 
have been injured and almost 18,000 families have lost their 
homes. 
 
CWS is supporting local partners and prioritizing the most 
vulnerable families and communities. Together, we are equipping 

volunteer engineers to assess the safety of homes and public buildings, supporting local churches and organizations 
caring for survivors and accompanying communities as they rebuild and 
recover. 
 
Recovery from a disaster of this magnitude will take years. 
CWS is committed to supporting Venezuelan communities long 
after headlines fade." 

-Church World Service 
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Eden THRIVE 2026 
Leadership Development for You. Resources for Your Organization. 
Join us for a free one-day conference designed to equip clergy, nonprofit professionals, community leaders, and laypeople 
with practical tools for faithful leadership. 
 
Discover how Eden's innovative theological education supports individual leadership development beyond degree programs 
while also helping congregations, nonprofits, and faith-based organizations strengthen their teams through customized 
educational partnerships. 
 
At THRIVE you'll: 
Experience Eden's non-credit leadership programs. 
Connect with leaders from across the region. 
Explore educational opportunities for yourself and your organization. 
Learn how Eden can help your congregation or nonprofit grow its impact. 
Saturday, August 15, 2026 9:30 AM–3:00 PM CT On Campus or Online 
 
Free to attend. Registration required. 
Register TODAY at https://bit.ly/4pl6PMM 
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On July 17th, St. Paul UCC of Columbia, IL, concluded its service at Back Bay Mission. 
"Today, we say goodbye to a small but mighty mission group from 
St. Paul United Church of Christ! 
This group has "wow"ed us with their humility and heart of service. They joined us all the way from Columbia, IL, and 
truly made a difference here in our Gulf Coast community! 
Thank you for helping us strengthen neighborhoods, seek justice, 
and transform lives." 

-Back Bay Mission 
 

  
 

  

 

In Honor of their 150th Anniversary, O'Fallon UCC Collects Hygiene Products for Hoyleton Youth and Family 
Services 
The ladies from Mary and Martha Society from O’Fallon United Church of Christ decided to commemorate our church’s 150th 
anniversary by collecting personal hygiene product for Hoyleton. We started our anniversary year in November and 
December 2025 with collecting toothpaste and toothbrushes. Each month is a different hygiene item and our goal is to collect 
150 of that item. Our congregation has been extremely supportive of this endeavor and several months we have collected 
more than 150 items to date more than 1000 hygiene products have been delivered to Hoyleton Youth and Family Sevices. 
We will complete this project by our anniversary in October 2026. 
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Special Church World Service Kit and Bucket Drop Off Location in St. Louis 
-A message from Priscilla Self, ISC Disaster Recovery Coordinator 
 
There will be a local site receiving CWS kits. The special drop off location and event 
date is: 
Sharefest at the LifeWise location at 1321 South 11th in St. Louis, MO 63104 
Saturday, October 10, 9:30- 11:30 am 
Susan Kendrick - Sharefest Coordinator 

skendrick@moumethodist.org 
(573) 473-6850 

Your support helps CWS put hope into the hands of families recovering from disaster. 
From hygiene items to clean-up tools, your generosity fills the kits that help 
communities rebuild. Our warehouse shelves are running low. Help us stock up and 
stay prepared: https://cwskits.org/ 
 
Matching grant through the Global HOPE office 

 
https://www.ucc.org/post-disaster-resources-for-churches/ 
Contact Priscilla if you need more info or have any questions. 
Priscilla Self, ISC Disaster Recovery Coordinator 
618/318-0083 
pjj48@hotmail.com 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 
 
 
 

Deadline to register is this Thursday, 
July 23rd! 

 
Register HERE 

 

UCC GMP issues statement after ICE killings in Texas and Maine 
by Charles Jefferson, Jr. | published on Jul 17, 2026 
United Church of Christ General Minister and President/CEO, the Rev. Karen 
Georgia Thompson has issued a statement condemning the recent Immigrations 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) killings of two individuals in Texas, and Maine, 
respectively. Lorenzo Salgado Araujo of Houston was killed by ICE agents 
who allege he tried using his vehicle as a weapon, an allegation that has been 
challenged by Araujo’s family, civil rights groups, and attorneys. Araujo was 
transporting members of a work crew to a construction site when the incident 

occurred. Johan Sebastián, a 25-year-old food delivery driver from Colombia, died Monday in the historic Atlantic coast 
city of Biddeford, where neighbors remembered him as a good man and hard worker. 
“We refuse to accept that the cost for pursuing opportunity and hope is people’s lives, that the price of migration is death,” 
said Thompson in the statement. “As the prophet Micah once said, the Lord requires us to “do justice, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with our God.” Read 

  

 

 

Don’t Throw That Away: 
Why Archiving Our History Matters! 
July 30, 2026 
2:30 - 3:30 pm CT 
We all know there is one room in a church filled with memories – from documents to 
old hymnals to whatever item found its way there and we know the temptation to 
throw it all way!  
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https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_Q6sKBnMqHigmKG24LMl_p62gF08e_YhVSpW1JsqQKC-jt1xDvOx7Ov4MsccDRHEXYJZWUs3SD9BS0oXkbCAESxTlZTf-YdrZ43xf8DZmqIsHkfQw5W1V_EMioIq0zyujnfgk6RnzFTTojt5GJaKIYjhk3dI1lpCBSgsqpBykJihsGjjiryzoz-8HFSBrGBd0ari7ov7hF7VtGPzqTonyrmL7unQj5rrxEZ9JM7txM1pZHhOjgKmNFRA==&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_QvF3v3ifzWb2a8LjX2UGmZ5tXLO0Q7dOHpKiJJQ26phiqdVJ-rPSZEjwkut6OSfrdm03ce28lgf2w1usvStVFmOn7usPX_JKrX2xeaxBvp8U_CMk7O1vT5xQ4bbQxP5ELs9ijkvkiVbpjtmQwSLLN8usMiFYLUM2mA9mU2yV1v51fEYlYjbIxeAJPcUiR3wXfPHg_uLrbbnRwFBx68pBSmAoBGKUx-QjzUYDFhWWgiwc=&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_QvF3v3ifzWb2a8LjX2UGmZ5tXLO0Q7dOHpKiJJQ26phiqdVJ-rPSZEjwkut6OSfrdm03ce28lgf2w1usvStVFmOn7usPX_JKrX2xeaxBvp8U_CMk7O1vT5xQ4bbQxP5ELs9ijkvkiVbpjtmQwSLLN8usMiFYLUM2mA9mU2yV1v51fEYlYjbIxeAJPcUiR3wXfPHg_uLrbbnRwFBx68pBSmAoBGKUx-QjzUYDFhWWgiwc=&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_QvF3v3ifzWb2a8LjX2UGmZ5tXLO0Q7dOHpKiJJQ26phiqdVJ-rPSZEjwkut6OSfrdm03ce28lgf2w1usvStVFmOn7usPX_JKrX2xeaxBvp8U_CMk7O1vT5xQ4bbQxP5ELs9ijkvkiVbpjtmQwSLLN8usMiFYLUM2mA9mU2yV1v51fEYlYjbIxeAJPcUiR3wXfPHg_uLrbbnRwFBx68pBSmLHJUu8KsUXRdv28h3ZinYo=&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_Qd1cGueV5g2cjfOJkDaShWld0QE9InuCrg3aHG9pZqG_Wh_YjnYlCRiIUjFcbBHVYgshwX2NycDssPBztc0FZjSNKrt6lLpvjcwX4n2zN7BZR9NbMvLIAxecETAH3qVMVjE5zRtdIX3WIK1f6areS82LcZmdAU1oIVFhGp9l-OqY=&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==


Church records span the entire history of your church, and no matter the age, are important to be preserved. But knowing 
what to preserve can be daunting work, especially if those with institutional knowledge have moved on. 
 
Join the Congregational Library & Archives' archivists Billy McCarthy and Zachary Bodnar for a program focused on the 
first tangible steps a church can take to begin organizing their existing records and ensuring the long-term preservation of the 
records they produce today. Register here. 

 

Pension Boards Webinar Series 
Because of Ministry—Financial Security and Self-Care Sustain the Call 
 
Tuesday, July 28, 2:00 pm CT - Building a Life of Impact: Investing Your 
Values Through Sustainable and Faith-Aligned Retirement Strategies 
 
Thursday, July 30, 2:00 pm CT - Mid-Career Check-In: What’s Working, 
What’s Not, and What Needs to Change Now 
 
Wednesday, August 5, 2:00 pm CT - Navigating Ministry in an Era of 
Change: Leadership, Resilience, and Adaptive Skills   

 

 

2026 Boundary Trainings with Enkei Resolutions 
Remaining 2026 training dates and registration links are posted below. There 
are still openings but register soon. Registration closes when limits are 
reached.  
 
All trainings are spread out over two days from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. (CENTRAL 
TIME) each day.  
 
Links for more information and to register: 
Boundary Training Information 

Dates: September 8 & 9; November 5 & 12; November 17 & 18 
Boundary Training Registration 

  

 

 

  

 

https://gmtinjdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001D3fsGRvCAw3dOVIWFIQSLJK2ecsvl_ySLnPI0U37vmZlTuJrBxiNN0SQmdlMh4-HONRfE0zQxtOLJ7cGPMKg2mae445G8bWNsYQZlTR1WaLmD8TOgPeV2YpPiByUDvGhVwzHNQk1xkbHDDruqn5oSTSpbPjBa4k8xKwpmHGd0-M=&c=8QZg1oGA_92I7YDh44NhxFoAyEvEUNnvNr2gXYv_lz_qEKE6ACr9xw==&ch=WSuiRTYRDqCt9jEgJNEgm8WpxmWsiUz6vkPbGrvQ8jvv34_ezsvK7g==
https://gmtinjdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001D3fsGRvCAw3dOVIWFIQSLJK2ecsvl_ySLnPI0U37vmZlTuJrBxiNN0SQmdlMh4-H2xB1dW1VHj54IoWOrMOnhh3Ft8WaMk9nm3aIA0PpwCFGq2usILpieovI5W4Ji3OwdWxxzXOXS-D7zHaeQYHrHSZaF6z8Of1AVG2TzQSQzjkNF_7UiG2hmcb5hiB8-9R6x9OWWFnuRlJ47_KvL2dHVdeLJ7_AGQffIlCMyLaU1kA=&c=8QZg1oGA_92I7YDh44NhxFoAyEvEUNnvNr2gXYv_lz_qEKE6ACr9xw==&ch=WSuiRTYRDqCt9jEgJNEgm8WpxmWsiUz6vkPbGrvQ8jvv34_ezsvK7g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_Q_GWyoN9xvolGSLvXlJIHD3i2FVbl8bwVzhbQjMen2v4ujqRw7-F2xK8zO3JAn4SciX_MG_AVpTXBXW2aDMJjXXBd4ihNqhVxfSb_hocHD5X7wY72C3A14HoYUuiq3y-LkAB2zD1qa8WM5a6UhZpyrIWoqq5m5aJSZQbR9itCb3E=&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_QUIxsM5GGbdA7tgJ8NPWvKYgzG4xPpc_q37HkQ0qkfHoQK3VWleKuNC7PeRwTJhgDgBh5asbYUtEq0fkhstz6Yvq_WfjZgYxP3xkC0dit9i6BNtHNdeYfvCOthNPhoUjwPrOOe_j08lmIyXDv1qjg0KzpMxztWa9BFSVSBFAfSJ-V1ZE8T14dApogUab8KGa-4lWPMocktEHgWBFiCc3u60nc2Mek8dQnZu061NsidORlq6lr548LPu8zS1zbS7kgeZxyJoZ5IfVpz2oShbFWVFFyeTbLy4aTXcTw2vNr-oCX4pywS4IzuxG4RJgkCWQi3Pu3elZU5fMRbnJwf9rVRRi5GpllpCzyDWF6pr8c3_g1L_C9P-IdbVLQdgnxEL2g-vC1Vo0LFmyIk90ItZ3YuVt9TBvWJZ4AT-2skMr3Oht3ZG--l8pT2X39peSDA4UI8x0sG9N5m7QSjeJLUHG_dO6qHf-hpBkj94KhRM3xUHYC0yqsTsFaINGfNDxpKtLdrtBhTGD08GQ__RWcmSTqParAb4jHiADLwrt4tonm9Z5v1rbxCUi3KQ==&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_QUIxsM5GGbdA7tgJ8NPWvKYgzG4xPpc_q37HkQ0qkfHoQK3VWleKuNC7PeRwTJhgDgBh5asbYUtEq0fkhstz6Yvq_WfjZgYxP3xkC0dit9i6BNtHNdeYfvCOthNPhoUjwPrOOe_j08lmIyXDv1qjg0KzpMxztWa9BFSVSBFAfSJ-V1ZE8T14dApogUab8KGa-4lWPMocktEHgWBFiCc3u60nc2Mek8dQnZu061NsidORlq6lr548LPu8zS1zbS7kgeZxyJoZ5IfVpz2oShbFWVFFyeTbLy4aTXcTw2vNr-oCX4pywS4IzuxG4RJgkCWQi3Pu3elZU5fMRbnJwf9rVRRi5GpllpCzyDWF6pr8c3_g1L_C9P-IdbVLQdgnxEL2g-vC1Vo0LFmyIk90ItZ3YuVt9TBvWJZ4AT-2skMr3Oht3ZG--l8pT2X39peSDA4UI8x0sG9N5m7QSjeJLUHG_dO6qHf-hpBkj94KhRM3xUHYC0yqsTsFaINGfNDxpKtLdrtBhTGD08GQ__RWcmSTqParAb4jHiADLwrt4tonm9Z5v1rbxCUi3KQ==&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_Q_GWyoN9xvolGSLvXlJIHD3i2FVbl8bwVzhbQjMen2v4ujqRw7-F2xK8zO3JAn4SciX_MG_AVpTXBXW2aDMJjXXBd4ihNqhVxfSb_hocHD5X7wY72C3A14HoYUuiq3y-LkAB2zD1qa8WM5a6UhZpyrBfPKCQRGW7-7WAaLcP69ks=&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_Q_GWyoN9xvolGSLvXlJIHD3i2FVbl8bwVzhbQjMen2v4ujqRw7-F2xK8zO3JAn4SciX_MG_AVpTXBXW2aDMJjXXBd4ihNqhVxfSb_hocHD5X7wY72C3A14HoYUuiq3y-LkAB2zD1qa8WM5a6UhZpyrHWJj8OuZva6tPOSgw6QohE=&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_QPwuu14md87gdZ9_eBxZS6NfSmebBqhF_f9q62YCSfrLCP-9X61EAfyhQjgN_SpsRqHQ8oijmrBUmD81wszY9OP0FGb3mlo60gHRD9YYXddoADFGjzBfThseo69UNDlcVLAFUWfKsiXaDqDDjMitwDo8VMDJa8ekMA4kTuGhlylaWXFyo6IFokKj73NeZJrpuhqi6W8IG5O14qzeTeR5o-wp9OBrS6qhYjWIsyfpc9peRs4MUdo7BMI_LeYuZSThfPoWk-wZN0LYrrxPJn3zewxLnMd8FpZy4Tg0wmDfi3mOCJNhT8grrb6XsMpgm10tO6ZHPWEPJoUh6T_jKjBBehEAWyMLskGClgN7fy4qjM_krFgztuKB3PfSJ8vpR8xNeFuiHiGCCE64KcZKpnouAAlQVJ6fNW_6FFKqo_aLC9fgrt1fDKubQ_aOeDfLKPpyQCL0iJUVdgBzIey9sYXNB7s8zaAsFqY43Q3D5FWaj1sWZfJjVBFekf1n3SUzA-OIYo6FeRFUtUoNMmAVYBeFeuy2pLogeGnvN&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_QPwuu14md87gdZ9_eBxZS6NfSmebBqhF_f9q62YCSfrLCP-9X61EAfyhQjgN_SpsRqHQ8oijmrBUmD81wszY9OP0FGb3mlo60gHRD9YYXddoADFGjzBfThseo69UNDlcVLAFUWfKsiXaDqDDjMitwDo8VMDJa8ekMA4kTuGhlylaWXFyo6IFokKj73NeZJrpuhqi6W8IG5O14qzeTeR5o-wp9OBrS6qhYjWIsyfpc9peRs4MUdo7BMI_LeYuZSThfPoWk-wZN0LYrrxPJn3zewxLnMd8FpZy4Tg0wmDfi3mOCJNhT8grrb6XsMpgm10tO6ZHPWEPJoUh6T_jKjBBehEAWyMLskGClgN7fy4qjM_krFgztuKB3PfSJ8vpR8xNeFuiHiGCCE64KcZKpnouAAlQVJ6fNW_6FFKqo_aLC9fgrt1fDKubQ_aOeDfLKPpyQCL0iJUVdgBzIey9sYXNB7s8zaAsFqY43Q3D5FWaj1sWZfJjVBFekf1n3SUzA-OIYo6FeRFUtUoNMmAVYBeFeuy2pLogeGnvN&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_Q_GWyoN9xvolGSLvXlJIHD3i2FVbl8bwVzhbQjMen2v4ujqRw7-F2xK8zO3JAn4SciX_MG_AVpTXBXW2aDMJjXXBd4ihNqhVxfSb_hocHD5X7wY72C3A14HoYUuiq3y-LkAB2zD1qa8WM5a6UhZpyrP2Rlnjrgaoa5ByCQMJkUT0=&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_Qo8epYUxqCsHApXuwvCIYiojna01yWYvD4EAIKS7niPIRw8ToawcxJAmrm2kBUcGEe02XqCjvqPgkiMFgIl5zgEeLtugh0MQeGsDIJUp9pnUR0joTLU2i722YlW0-_S6GlxUoBeb868N1E9toS1zo8p8Cu2iE6q2cVRV6u1mVN4GsuK4TYxtq96-1Fg_QzWH2VAgCv0FWamMQgAmmx0H-8ER9HZJUbQ7c7Lg0U9TUgp90Rre7igMJrXB3-japCjx9p4jkuXfKpQ-DeRXX5by_zT3gW-c5HvzF1jr1WF5tcEdBTmCG3VSsOcnOz8cLV739sqLMGqKaCGhc2SsAYJCxHE7WRUrEPVr70LWjFRIa7ce-04GAyOPJ-r-svueOwaSfQlhAHgccTYccxbS3jbXxUFv4dd3X2iulxSNz45H5YBPVw-f7H47KTawEZ8wlfVSZsX9Vj-sLnCd8Xoem_-wkqxDL6gCi0Dw3Op9nfNiLc3ZCCJLEbU1wUVdw-mVSENjnAY16BIPhPYCx-Kd46RRoZhUMtm_SFzR2S00Na0tdtJJ30xdY_eivR9BZtJOinTPGl3KDMXsZni8UIByxYtbzJQ5bxzb_uTs2&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_Qo8epYUxqCsHApXuwvCIYiojna01yWYvD4EAIKS7niPIRw8ToawcxJAmrm2kBUcGEe02XqCjvqPgkiMFgIl5zgEeLtugh0MQeGsDIJUp9pnUR0joTLU2i722YlW0-_S6GlxUoBeb868N1E9toS1zo8p8Cu2iE6q2cVRV6u1mVN4GsuK4TYxtq96-1Fg_QzWH2VAgCv0FWamMQgAmmx0H-8ER9HZJUbQ7c7Lg0U9TUgp90Rre7igMJrXB3-japCjx9p4jkuXfKpQ-DeRXX5by_zT3gW-c5HvzF1jr1WF5tcEdBTmCG3VSsOcnOz8cLV739sqLMGqKaCGhc2SsAYJCxHE7WRUrEPVr70LWjFRIa7ce-04GAyOPJ-r-svueOwaSfQlhAHgccTYccxbS3jbXxUFv4dd3X2iulxSNz45H5YBPVw-f7H47KTawEZ8wlfVSZsX9Vj-sLnCd8Xoem_-wkqxDL6gCi0Dw3Op9nfNiLc3ZCCJLEbU1wUVdw-mVSENjnAY16BIPhPYCx-Kd46RRoZhUMtm_SFzR2S00Na0tdtJJ30xdY_eivR9BZtJOinTPGl3KDMXsZni8UIByxYtbzJQ5bxzb_uTs2&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGrfEnIdtkNt4K1RCPLZXdbzJfIi9-zY_TXsA8Em2Z38qy9wqZjfzeiLJnHgFi9k22nRhxuThd3hCdPehtLaOzP5tH-MajAXBVqQXydZqXgQLnbwT7VhX3q9NfPkuJITjSFjRtD4rPUwsZVyjgY7dEFO-Usp6Rj3cqeCjJvxEMf1mMFd01fwx7lop4YYK3xusng==&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGrfEnIdtkNt4fxWL2zbybeOJTaID7SY14Vsj9i8SOetMd8ra_Yc5nzwZC-frwMORA8RcN5baQXbzmkFYrGn4CwfDEIFCxEw0LMauBwrnJXcvy3c42-QTpAC_i9FF0pWi6oloeE6_XXd6RCkOGcY9Y4M0j9OqRGjwSJBW4nIKqROWdOvMjMc7qcqBs5NdvqcHVA==&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==


ISC VBS X-CHANGE 
Are you looking for VBS materials or to share your VBS materials?  
The exchange of VBS materials can help elevate your program or another church's program. 
Click HERE and send in the your VBS info and we'll add it to this section of the Weekly 
Connection 

  

 

-THEY HAVE PUPPETS! St. John UCC, Maeystown is willing to share their extra supplies and puppets after their 
event – They are offering items from: Snowball Mountain Challenge – by Cokesbury If you are interested call the 
church at 618-458-6940 

 

  

  

 

  

 

Congregations Doing Christ's Work 
How can your congregation deepen its connection to the global church? 
Join Rev. Dr. Christal Williams and Rev. Dr. Chad Abbott for the second 
webinar in Global Ministries' 30th Anniversary series as they explore 
how congregations have built meaningful relationships with global 
partners and how your church can do the same. 
 
Discover inspiring stories, practical ideas, and new opportunities to 
connect in faithful partnership across the world. We hope you'll join us! 
Register at: https://ow.ly/pxJX50ZlKQg 

  

 

 

  

 

ISC Hunger Action Team - Facing Hunger in  Your Community 
 

  

 

The Illinois South Conference “HUNGER ACTION TEAM” 
invites 
you to support SUNFLOWERS FOR A CAUSE 
You are invited for 
 a “photo op” in the beautiful sunflower fields for a donation 
to “Growing Hope Globally”. There will be a donation box for 
a free will offering, that has been designated for “GROWING 
HOPE GLOBALLY”. This non-denominational organization 
seeks to create sustainable solutions to end hunger in other 
countries. “Growing Hope” uses these donations to provide 
agricultural development programs to farmers throughout the 
world. For more information, please 
visit growinghopeglobally.org. The field of sunflowers may 

be found at 7903 State Route 156, near Hecker, IL. Heartfelt thanks to the Dale Haudrich family for this vital mission opportunity! 
 

By sharing your stories of being in service to others, you shine God's Light to all of us in the ISC and 
beyond! Click below... 

  

 

...share stories of fighting hunger in YOUR community. 

 

 

mailto:mloyet@iscucc.org
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_QYUGXWgL2DcUun51QV75eURGHT2qTx0NnIykXt3uJ9pN_TYRBg_SukzMOx1yvB0Od-z2TiKC2ILbSPHQUnBtZaU9Q1jlnRMMRCu7_heaDH3RAqhsPW3MgqBQdI9nSv3Gg0gkUqtcNZeUiif5HWA5nl604ex6MXkQkKrSgjWg5OzNHVmPCenRINQVwrrInmUI4zmi7rDNPOqHgdQWsQUhcuJuR_Bhdj-N_MIfNn3vF2R6yFxNr40jsvGReNm2CWcpbCLEXSIHs69XCgpJfNO9kq_podnpDhB0BuPi82CyqrC7zc2gQFto2yiYjWrlHDk20K-4ibsggZky-ZEosOkSMlQ==&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGijlrtp8y66Rxw6jUqxYyI35WAlH91VSey_cxhf8GD-jIeq1Xcheuqw64MCdpk1duJjjWA5p9b3eZP46yvjXGjRSGrH6hUb_wZbhlLumw38F&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://www.google.com/maps/search/7903+State+Route+156?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:kathi1emery@gmail.com


  

 

News from DuBois Center 
 

  

 

  

  

 

  

  

 

So grateful for the DuBois Center Volunteer Photographers! 
Thanks to our many volunteer photographers for the week: Alan Rushing, Nicole Gilley, Will Layman, Jaime 
Miers, Cara Magee, Kelly Neighbors, and everyone else who shared pictures. Click to see all their snapshots 
on Facebook 

 

  

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_Q3D8d_zpvs6BFRVrE798mOymSwRsZbMaaSW1_yqesqWB3uGD9CZwLoEgHg4htbJbEJ76onDy2H9g5x8nYhQidYTqeEW8jIG9Vr_n-f5pJ6d8MI596TlwXjSOn3ceZ9IRxVQVuMUKEeO1caxgV5y7AdSYbHGGwZrUnyYRGersP6WwBEcyKkGZ2S1Rpkp7P5byUEbCoghOnim2jdswLTDhcnCMzzanqgrUs0li99XfNuKfGVKWrnkQd9QU1Yxceh87petXLXXZY3diafRbgTgi_uvX7QrChruFTeP2-GWnaW3Wald43JocCnCJDiBLaZ2cvEl6p8kROuoKSz1kF0lsiOOjw0MKL7NK3IF_lYJO3BXQS1MXiBMn0H-ad_x6f_d-T1Lg83qdhusvJb2_2EbpGCHqZ8eI6PvHP1rMK1pfzs5E47sXffpr7T3dHyDOj7HglwyAnm4AcKYz_TXVEMZj2eKSdbuSmfSdb&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_Q3D8d_zpvs6BFRVrE798mOymSwRsZbMaaSW1_yqesqWB3uGD9CZwLoEgHg4htbJbEJ76onDy2H9g5x8nYhQidYTqeEW8jIG9Vr_n-f5pJ6d8MI596TlwXjSOn3ceZ9IRxVQVuMUKEeO1caxgV5y7AdSYbHGGwZrUnyYRGersP6WwBEcyKkGZ2S1Rpkp7P5byUEbCoghOnim2jdswLTDhcnCMzzanqgrUs0li99XfNuKfGVKWrnkQd9QU1Yxceh87petXLXXZY3diafRbgTgi_uvX7QrChruFTeP2-GWnaW3Wald43JocCnCJDiBLaZ2cvEl6p8kROuoKSz1kF0lsiOOjw0MKL7NK3IF_lYJO3BXQS1MXiBMn0H-ad_x6f_d-T1Lg83qdhusvJb2_2EbpGCHqZ8eI6PvHP1rMK1pfzs5E47sXffpr7T3dHyDOj7HglwyAnm4AcKYz_TXVEMZj2eKSdbuSmfSdb&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==


  

 

  

 

Folks, it is not too early to start thinking about those creative baskets you donate for the Silent Auction at 
DuBois's Fall Festival October 4.  Take advantage of end-of-season sales, which combined with your imaginative 
spirits will yield good returns from those baskets Fest participants cannot resist. Again, we appreciate your 
support of DuBois in this way and look forward to seeing you in a few months. 
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From Uni-Pres Kindercottage 
With much gratitude 
 
We are grateful for our dedicated staff, families, volunteers, and 
community partners who continue to support our mission. Together, 
we are helping children discover the world around them while building 
the skills they need to grow, learn, and thrive. 
 
Please continue to uplift UPK in prayer as we work through the 
growing need for additional care and support for children and families 
in our community. We welcome you to reach out and ask how you can 
help uplift a child or family facing hardship. No gift is too small, and 
every act of kindness, prayer, and support makes a meaningful 
difference. 
We deeply appreciate your continued prayers and support. 
With care, 
Aimee Hart 
Executive Director 

-Click to read the latest Director's Corner newsletter- 
  

 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL DONATIONS 
Serving youth in Madison, St. Clair, Clinton, Monroe, Bond, Washington, and 
Randolph counties. Items must be received by August 3rd. 
 Items needed: 3-ring binders, dry-erase markers, backpacks, ink pens, No. 2 
pencils, spiral notebooks, pocket folders, pencil bags, colored pencils, and crayons. 

• Shop our Amazon Wishlist 
• Drop off supplies or mail checks to: 

Hoyleton Youth and Family Services 
8 Executive Dr, Fairview Heights, IL 

• For more information, contact Mario at 618.688.7092 or mmccart@hoyleton.org 

 Additional drop-off locations: 

• Auffenberg Ford Belleville- 901 S Illinois St., Belleville, IL 
• Auffenberg Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram- 1108 Auffenberg Avenue, Shiloh, IL 
• Auffenberg Ford North in O’Fallon-115 Regency Park, O’Fallon IL 

  

 

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_QTjOX1TA7YOfag9Bw64VT2eQX_s2aAtHPrg_8-sBupPCPcf0dHKhGprUu401LrD004Al7XJUrORNSQrvPGlPmp1LDtxK6UfhA&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_QTjOX1TA7YOfag9Bw64VT2eQX_s2aAtHPrg_8-sBupPCPcf0dHKhGprUu401LrD004Al7XJUrORN3nesTbxRLH801G_4bpwIw&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuS72-MyNz_QTjOX1TA7YOfag9Bw64VT2eQX_s2aAtHPrg_8-sBupPCPcf0dHKhGprUu401LrD004Al7XJUrORPavNbtovKWa_0ROHoyglZc&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGuHhxyA_-9nKZFk_qlzGmTD845E4wdXu2Vy5-dFp3_uGMWPVFlDPARv8SZBtj0iuZ-JJkhqWJsA-hJa9Q16PTX_QxKPoWha6IQ==&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://www.google.com/maps/search/8+Executive+Dr,+Fairview+Heights,+IL?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:mmccart@hoyleton.org
https://www.google.com/maps/search/901+S+Illinois+St.,+Belleville,+IL?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1108+Auffenberg+Avenue,+Shiloh,+IL?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/115+Regency+Park,+O+Fallon+IL?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/115+Regency+Park,+O+Fallon+IL?entry=gmail&source=g


   

Mark your calendars! Join us on Friday, September 18 for the Hoyleton Youth & Family Services Golf Classic. 
Registration is now open! Click the link below to learn more and secure your spot today. SIGN UP 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

   

Discover Care, Companionship, and 
Connection at St. John’s Highland 
Adult Community Care. A safe, 
welcoming place for older adults and 
those living with memory loss or other 
challenges to enjoy meaningful activities, 
social interaction, and compassionate 
support. Professionally trained staff 
provide engaging programs like music, 
exercise, crafts, and conversation. 
Helping participants stay active and 
connected while giving family caregivers 
peace of mind and a well-deserved 
break. Learn more how they can support 
your loved one and your family 
at stjohnscc.org. 

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGrfEnIdtkNt41y9pa6_WjvacInnBBCLlt_JC63f2PtAEXyg0wIto04GBf_QZOWL5FAd246tj1kS3yMgE7gZo_GNfm7UxRV_3MjDEq95sJyeG2mQtuzqqODF9FJVpQHfSald-2hI5CiRtgLFkW7t5jbeby2CGUVfIuDPK_u-Q1buK8VBIao18G_tjIMSfFP8vAYTmX9_HzlL4B7wbhPWTRjw7XLiLBV0BUjPgSel5JpVxrupAZDXGoe5AB81EmSVcJSU4WYKaRkp8xWoabbGG6KrIPX5finONUcnM-s_NUBd5SoTlsxrxcHTjTPTJaKSj3CMeoeDXKpn9bKEBlArn2qqwjEbPqeco3xNlnJ1JxtxY6zZtbRed-21GQS5f23qxldag_6SGsduY-a2e4FnF693UaulCQi4xzdcUjH1yFfHnmZmp0k0xYqQgfR1mz41ghA2NHAWDKb_nzPg7oWKO6m6ABarVjdy1N2ohwaOeEfsMuJx0DJShojOJYUzF7jf44HcH8yloh3eAz3WMHIzIHYI=&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://tvckvnhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JlxQGo_9ZgGpF6J0MlXZMJV-2XPAQVYHmBWzEWrKToHxg6G41ZL-zBbD2-kMZHGP6UZn2kbMZrfy29yZmfWp1iIiAfC1Y0lIZ0ZfDci0-HpOjTmSa-1U_RJO9NX-cCgeuMPQGLLl3O58GkuBwYl6Hw==&c=8yxgX9sNJk8JD0EBbCUZnBpUJI-Q_dHLy5IQNLcI50v3zG9MmlPBXQ==&ch=oKAFn1rjDN0Ix8DLQacsSZkLMLHXqQ5Fih_ZjQv_qbmf3Qxod5YgxQ==
mailto:info@stjohnscc.org
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St. John UCC Fairview Heights - 75th Anniversary Invitation 
 
History- Do you know how old your congregation really is? St. John, Fairview Heights has a rather interesting history. The 
original St. John was on what is now Union Hill Road. Back then it was called “Poor House Road”. Perhaps you have seen 
the St. John Cemetery on the hillside, about a quarter mile south of Lincoln Trail. The original church stood next to it, 
beginning in 1854. It was a one room frame building. It shared pastors with other area congregations. There were 28 charter 
members, all men of age.   
 
After closing in 1936, the church sat abandoned. The building was razed in 

 

1951.That same year, on January 10, a group of 40 people met at a store front and home, 
which later became Moody Drug and Dr. Rashet’s office. With the encouragement of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Board of Missions, two weeks later the store had been 
transformed into a worship space. On the last Sunday in January, 1951, the first worship and 
Sunday School were held. By Palm Sunday that year, 59 charter members joined the 
church. Rev. Paul Schnake was called to be pastor.   
By 1953, the congregation had bought land for and approved plans for a new church along 
Highway 50. The church was dedicated on June 5, 1955. That sanctuary served the 
congregation until 1970, when it was enlarged and a narthex was added to the front of the 
building. The parsonage was built in 1956. An educational wing was added to the building in 
the 1950’s. 

  

 

 

Since then, St. John has served Fairview Heights and surrounding communities. We 
are blessed to celebrate 75 years of St. John’s ministries on Highway 50 (Lincoln 
Highway) on Sunday, August 9, with worship at 10:00 a.m., followed by 
fellowship hosted by “The Circle". We hope to see past members, confirmands, 
and friends of the church. All are welcome! 

  

 

 



  

 

Are you interested in serving as Pulpit Supply? 
 

Reach out via email to the 
ISC Committee 

on Ministry Co-chairs: 
 

Rev. Lisa Hart- lisa@revhart.net 
Mark Walz- mewalz5925@hotmail.com 

  

 

 

Click to submit your EVENTS + NEWS to the Weekly Connection 

 

 

  
 

Opportunities + Resources 
 

  
 

Part-time Organist/Pianist - Friedens UCC Marissa  

 

Part-time Music Leader - St. Paul UCC Pinckneyville 

Part-time Bookkeeper - St. John UCC Fairview Heights 

Contemporary Band Leader - St. Paul UCC Waterloo 

Contemporary Keyboard Musician - St. Paul UCC Waterloo  

Part-Time Secretary/Bookkeeper- Friedens UCC Irvington 

Part-Time Behavioral Health Nurse - Hoyleton Youth & Family Services  

Part-Time Faith Community Nurse - Deaconess Nurse Ministry  

Part-Time Administrative Assistant - St. John's UCC Smithton  

 

mailto:lisa@revhart.net
mailto:mewalz5925@hotmail.com
mailto:mloyet@iscucc.org
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGg_ELW-ZjGIy-rRD36OfhZmt6KezmgmEnWPB1zk_9Mwf4iy2d3_n5j4mFcMZkne0yPHGjHIFJJX80-EKt8O_IIuVDniELgoq8ZCrB6cNYpK_qMbsuQlg-m8xNwpdSAwLiHZNBl2bGO6u9NisPdTSECwJrM6v86qWrfTRUzq5T3FQpg4hcfyZP9aMwFPEV5LDQA==&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGg_ELW-ZjGIysSWWugfbBMG6v8pcNKzdU7R4qH-DnZebi5CHg3aQ4W2ddXBFav2PQwyJfksi7_sm-U6YXrgRGyMpxoRidGHAmTVjIxcUBFW0IhlZJeNYXtsSfDgIfx13CL7pF7lJoMDUphj5YSah_9X0JQCOOif3OPpmIK9_OcB51Ue91uCWUpZG8IUqayd4yA==&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGnRKD7ml9U-7BueOMnNoT2XjKF2_HdH9YH7JWdkpzixZDWLQcBTE860b1C6IjRBgeWehb8_62qg_EF4N_iHgiBSllMQhjcEV4jad5XfH5e4g8s2ZwYHxUWNw0QWc7453hcXS4jYyEOz8A5JBuAkh9vA-94Kxjgb2VgNNNMRUrwWnTy8_cnsIpALxoDg7wJqpeA==&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGgLku3N1yEQYiPPQJfy3xRRmmQnQrcbQLYaLfdHC8ygEpbjejeRz7kQoHS4IQ2GQwyt9uKZgcV6IFtiaYqQP4TLYGqP1mAcAiJ--FnrkfMbfbZQL63raV_iOW7CtJjdJ4XfXMCYDgdhvmXrerckwBF5M53O7Mm8zmbxxJWr1wMaoBlNHgJIbvY_6_HP88BGP6nFg9kLMslvL&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGgLku3N1yEQYUSaEiP6_smWQyOEz2A3OJD2pFeTdPdBD1PkX52oXb8wp1wbI-aC23uIwT_UCGungksaUBTeU-OZ-zNIQSqPKVB_IX-uoWmEB80VHjiFZqxMRXKWKCsFHYvCIJ9MathH_3sVUgMX5unxsWlbMlL2ysDcYHGazmnrv9kriSv9vB5YEZqOvEeZzceaEE5IG4CFEEeqHdMrbnwQ=&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGtrofVROMnN9i97VvccHt9IuzBmhKAEjbiJJ09iBd9_HGtdC4lJJ2MFjCPztkUUUsWOVXxfo6sPlJEna-zc1vavYbh4OArpH9eZuvHcfyL0psbgfw1PMn_bVVCn9Gxvkks5ZyoOItN2Fffn17wCcSFTOm7ROO23fkU2WHVBKmE68kle_UsAE_JxZgIfhrXPPaktg0qowSQeAEAgoNyiT3gc=&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGmhM8q1ScyZcq-6DjI7paFuAP9_z2drjb-DKKLKlYIswzZ19ePTBBzpjyweZbXI6mpstb9b-8IshCoQcrXDWTEcvegafU2aS-WMgXMEwQsZsRtqkVGs_jRL6j4z5SAMAzhZ8CBTy15CGt-WYJ2c45DM4dUEIdruCAa8GklWmVf7DZ2Vo7GsToE1cEPfP1L78CQ==&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xvYiY2EAqkKlPB-yVXKAHzEKq8XAOLF8YS6N6k3t9NB1fBqRWRGpGmhM8q1ScyZc-MxKdPbYQc63Pagdl8DHng6sp7-CS8B2dTOeAu9ihVNipY0vq5TOJlGC58w9DmzGJ-aC1H8cw0kkwqOhfflh43SthwPnnn4-QxQrb4M5IkgkEvgYodTjVK5JqyRvxn8dqPBBLzpFOiNq1UU-Q72SI58BB444wxINt-9Q5Uejm3b5LfXM5ldjqg==&c=lMHHRPpqIz-My7Yet1PWbYAaY5bcbQuhxzJ-kcdIV-gcnLlhMA8R_w==&ch=75wywsofrHDim_wAhOnmNbJxrZUb-ObpGBLkCB9Odtds7gnytDrh4g==
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If you are reading a print version of the ISC Weekly Connection, consider 
scanning the QR code and subscribe to receive upcoming issues straight 
to your email inbox. Not only does this ensure you won't miss an issue but 
it gives opportunity to click on the links to full articles, webinar registration 
sites, videos and more. It only takes a minute to sign up. Reach out to 
Missy at 618-654-2125 or mloyet@iscucc.org with any questions or with 
news for the Weekly Connection. 

 

  
 

Contact Us - Your OCWM Monies at Work 
 

  

   

Please call (618) 654-2125 before coming to the Conference Office or make an appointment with a staff member 
using the emails below. 
For the work of Conference teams and committees or for financial matters (in terms of your church's giving to the Conference 
or OCWM), contact Debbie Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org. 
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or Weekly Connection, contact Missy 
Loyet at mloyet@iscucc.org. 
For DuBois Center Co-Executive Directors, contact Jason Petry or Leah Petry at director@DuBoisCenter.org or (618) 
787-2202 ext. 2 for Jason or ext. 3 for Leah. 
For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions or ISC program registrations, contact Julie 
Riechmann at 
jriechmann@iscucc.org or (618) 357-1809. 
For Rev. Shana Johnson, ISC Conference Minister, contact her at sjohnson@iscucc.org or (618) 882-8247. 

 

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and 
Illinois South Conference of the UCC 

Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ does not 
discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, or gender identity. To 
the extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, mental, emotional, medical, or dietary 
needs. 

 

Illinois South Conference    Back Bay Mission   CHHSM    
 

Deaconess Foundation    Deaconess Nurse Ministry    DuBois Center    
 

Eden Theological Seminary    Emmaus Homes    Hitz Memorial Home 
 

Hoyleton Youth & Family     Unleashing Potential 
 

Pension Board-UCC    St. John's Community Care    UCC Insurance Board 
 

Uplands Village    UCC Campus Ministry    Uni-Pres Kindercottage   
UCC Newsletter 
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