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Reflections From Our Conference Minister 
 

  

 

In this liturgical season of Pentecost, as we celebrate the movement of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 and reflect on the doctrine of 
the Holy Spirit on Trinity Sunday, we must not assume that the Spirit enters the biblical story only after Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. 
  
The power and presence of God’s Spirit are woven through the sacred texts from the very beginning. In the first creation 
story in Genesis 1, before God even formed the earth, the Spirit of God was “hovering over the waters” (Genesis 1:2). In the 
second creation story, which centers on the creation of humanity, God’s breath becomes the breath of life that brings forth 
every living being (Genesis 2:7). 
  
Throughout the Old Testament, the Spirit of God moves powerfully in the lives of those who encounter the Holy One—
speaking, directing, encouraging, and empowering them to live as God intends for the beloved community. 
  
Throughout Jesus’ life, from beginning to end, the Spirit of God remains a constant companion—bringing forth life in Mary’s 
womb, naming and claiming him at the waters of the Jordan River, sustaining him through temptation in the wilderness, 
equipping him to heal the sick and brokenhearted, and raising him from death in a sealed tomb. 
  
The overflowing power of the Spirit of God is central to the Pentecost event, but it is not a new story; rather, it is a new 
chapter in the ongoing witness of God’s power in the world. 
  
As we consider the ways the Spirit of God consistently appears in our sacred texts, may we also consider the ways the Spirit 
is to show up and move in our lives today. 
  
For the power of the One who creates us remains the same. And each creature and created one is guided, nudged, and 
nourished by the Spirit of God to discover their life’s purpose and to live as God’s beloved in connection, relationship, and 
covenant with God and one another. 
  
And as long as this world endures, and there is breath in the lungs of creation and humanity, the Spirit of God will be alive 
and stronger than any other power or force on this earth. Dear friends, may this be what we celebrate and remember in this 
season of Pentecost. 
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A PRAYER FOR THE SEASON OF PENTECOST 
O Spirit of the Living God, 
who hovered over the waters of creation, 
O Divine Breath, who filled humanity with life, 
we give thanks that Your presence has never left this world. 
  
O Holy Spirit, from the beginning of time, 
You have filled the minds and hearts of Your people, 
emboldening them to speak and act courageously on Your behalf. 
  
In this season of Pentecost, O Holy One, 
may we remember that the song of Your Spirit 
is not merely an ancient refrain, 
but a living melody that still attunes our hearts 
to Your grace and mercy, 
teaching us to live in covenant with You and with one another. 
  
And when the powers of evil in this world seem insurmountable, 
Eternal Spirit, remind us that Your Spirit is stronger still. 
For as long as there is breath in creation, 
Your presence endures, 
Your love remains, 
and Your power brings forth life 
even in places of death and destruction. 
  
O Holy Spirit, 
our Advocate, 
our Comforter, 
our Counselor, 
be with us now and forevermore. Amen 

-Rev. Shana Johnson 
Conference Minister 

 

  

 

Please Remember in Your Prayers this Week... 
 

  
 

  

Trinity UCC, Biddleborn- 
Rev. Tarrah (Jasen) Vaupel 

 

  

St. John UCC, Breese 
 

Retired Pastor- Rev. Robert Tripp 

Please pray for the family of Rev. Robert G. Wood, who passed away on Saturday, May 23, 2026. He was the beloved 
father of Rev. Jeremy Wood, senior pastor of Salem UCC, Alhambra. Memorial service arrangements are forthcoming. 

 

Submit prayer requests here 
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Find a therapist, psychiatrist, support group, treatment center, hotline, crisis line 
and resources for caregivers. 
 
988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline 

ONLINE 988lifeline.org 
CALL, TEXT, CHAT 988 
Deaf, Hard of Hearing or Hearing Loss 988lifeline.org/deaf-hard-of-hearing-hearing-loss/ 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

Puentes de Esperanza Tropical Trivia Inviting You to Join the Trivia Fun We are also looking for sponsors, silent 
auction items and volunteers who would like to help with the event. To learn more about those opportunities please reach out 
to Mario McCart at mmccart@hoyleton.org or call 618-688-7092. 
To purchase a table online visit - https://hoyleton.org/events/3rd-annual-tropical-trivia/ or you can sign up at the door! 
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Eden Theological Seminary in the News 
From the heart of Eden Theological Seminary to the 
neighborhoods of North St. Louis, stories of 
resilience, hope, and community continue to grow. 
We’re honored that this important conversation was 
filmed at Eden. Read how a community garden is 
helping bring healing after the tornado. 

  

 

 

  

Above image credit: Brian Munoz/St. Louis Public Radio 
 
'Garden named for tornado victim continues Mrs. Pat’s 
legacy of feeding, cultivating community' 
 
https://www.stlpr.org/health-science-environment/2026-05-
18/st-louis-tornado-garden-community 

 

UCCMA NATIONAL BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 
United in Spirit: Diverse in Sound 

July 8 – 11, 2026 
First Community Church 

Columbus, Ohio 
 

CONFERENCE INFORMATION: START HERE 
REGISTRATION: GO HERE 

Local Singers & Ringers Choir Tracks Only: GO HERE 
 

UPDATES 
Early Bird Deadline extended to May 31, 2026 

New Interest Session Added 
"Music She Wrote" with Dr. Yu Gian 

Thursday at 5 PM 

  

 

 

UPCOMING SATURDAY SHARING CONVERSATIONS 
May 30 -- Improving Congregational Singing: Best Practices with 
Brian Hehn 
Saturday Sharing is a series of free, once-a-month, one hour 
conversations on topics of interest to church musicians and others. Open 
to all. Register to receive the Zoom link.  

  

 

 

Upcoming Nurture the Soul Webinars 
(All sessions times are 2:30pm CT) 
 
Tuesday, May 26 - Youth Lead: Faith, Identity, and Calling with Raven Trammell 
 
Thursday, June 4 - Defending Dignity: Addressing Policy Attacks on the 
LGBTQIA+ Community 
 

Thursday, June 18 - Juneteenth Commemoration 2026: In Troubling Times Consult the Ancestors! Juneteenth marks 
the official end of the enslavement of African descended people in the U.S. The original legal declaration was signed into law 
by Abraham Lincoln January 1, 1863, which instituted The Emancipation Proclamation. Juneteenth is also known as 
Freedom Day nationally… 
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https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jrJYsUXlBmogBOj3She4gcYj_GzA_54w4hv5ng2-AuPjblj--7w7YsNP2xiWj2G5JJD6JvlxhdnpesdoXpt24-xttK0xo7Tr0vcuyBY8edqiRNM6FJGa5Tj9qMMCnjusAgBE0l0iEYdD1VQXyJrJw9zvhd8wcGDcrZkchDvc8QeujNUAANsbOJ-gwsHau6sMaPWHYYQ2WxSIEEYx8EAQiglR7z2TVV6c6Io2aMD_J_i6tBd2lExT00iw3OYFC3gAIHibxP5HPtcC48dH58de3Gg_LIfVTalBc5IZGuJkO3qQj5kBZe9QSeYey8mtOunDAkJkr5JxKPl0Mvln1otTrkk7NH3IyPdK3xBMLmk6ptjyRnpMWHe-m_NvBQSwpNmCxaegHBlICaJnAKtmgkwBgCSRuq6WU-27owt_CrWd6hufcUDDjk8Ftxn7r7XAYkx2nbGS6U7Chn3C5ZRVJHhPCEN7fQWVZPGLk2ietT2JrGRH5avnZ_aI0RpD_rfNh8HwWD40Hj5FZ8pr5fCFbNDRjvb-V9KVLBFcgmfV2pyg_KzLQeBMvF_17bn2fezSN4ICLD_CJ9VE_BXPMYopJnJk28x_LkGCyDxj3qJEIEccYdEInnk-Ub675R47oZDswutmnTQywn9P5Jw=&c=wbnycJVgOwGoi15aHueJmy_HPWOoEmSPmKixRHlksaT_z_9fkFS0BQ==&ch=2PwHxUd8SCUrvzydeeLH7BJ5WPWxCkclT7-Kb2skJB0YLtCgiyKukw==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jrJYsUXlBmogBOj3She4gcYj_GzA_54w4hv5ng2-AuPjblj--7w7YqpwkcBfKdkzOydqtdkROdVxe1Bu6d-HzbtNAGrvVRxCDg8_wXRKXyYsHxX0pFyZBC5jPwOP550hc6OD_pmf2vSmTM00mYyX_8fP0tiaG_lx83N4OBsKS5YIoRYMxKvidlZbCLns9JM0CbQi2XuU4zHmS_e-6ju_ntC8UWrbfds-GcVAWx9kFL6SUCA7va2f_7lVnQm7_ZYk&c=wbnycJVgOwGoi15aHueJmy_HPWOoEmSPmKixRHlksaT_z_9fkFS0BQ==&ch=2PwHxUd8SCUrvzydeeLH7BJ5WPWxCkclT7-Kb2skJB0YLtCgiyKukw==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jrJYsUXlBmogBOj3She4gcYj_GzA_54w4hv5ng2-AuPjblj--7w7YsNP2xiWj2G5_mMJIOONaByZnlleyQ7v8rn2Yt73qWD6ynvMkNJP_vzWjL0XQdhVLQ9f7jSK3sS4EwFou6XIoaFYQKXjgOP49w==&c=wbnycJVgOwGoi15aHueJmy_HPWOoEmSPmKixRHlksaT_z_9fkFS0BQ==&ch=2PwHxUd8SCUrvzydeeLH7BJ5WPWxCkclT7-Kb2skJB0YLtCgiyKukw==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jrJYsUXlBmogBOj3She4gcYj_GzA_54w4hv5ng2-AuPjblj--7w7YnCIvOCgAyHba9HFC15SR8gM-cIj6QIu0NtXXLMug3p-z5GYTtyboYdwbsnk7WuBqr4k8FQOaiSipVpMloY3g0N7o4ZNIasVdImQDtV1cZMHjNRpZ9uoIcmMXBFd5-OiHQ==&c=wbnycJVgOwGoi15aHueJmy_HPWOoEmSPmKixRHlksaT_z_9fkFS0BQ==&ch=2PwHxUd8SCUrvzydeeLH7BJ5WPWxCkclT7-Kb2skJB0YLtCgiyKukw==


The next UCC Climate Action Assembly will feature two presentations. First, 
members of Wellesley Village Church will share about how they replaced their oil-
fired HVAC system with a geothermal system as they strive for net-zero emissions. 
Second, we will hear about a program of international solidarity centered around 
the climate leaders in the Mayan communities of Belize. Register to join us on 
Wednesday, June 3rd at 12pm CT 

  

 

 

Let It Begin with Me 
by Shari Prestemon | published on May 21, 2026 
I recently had the pleasure of attending the Annual Meeting of the Vermont Conference of the 
United Church of Christ, where the 117 congregations of that Conference were invited to share 
in worship, learning, and relationship-building. The second day of their gathering began with a 
“Peacemakers Breakfast.” What a joy it was! 

Conference members assembled around tables in the host church’s fellowship hall enjoying a light breakfast while a steady 
stream of individuals stepped to a podium to share their invitations and testimonials. In quick bits of limited time, each person 
talked about what their congregation or their community was doing to multiply love, build justice, and nurture peace. The 
issues they were engaging were diverse: ...Read 

  

 

 

An interfaith journey of visiting 185 places of worship in Chicago and earning a 
world record 
by Kayla Berkey | published on May 26, 2026 
When Vicki Garlock set out to set a Guinness World Record by visiting the most places 
of worship within one month in Chicago, she carried her value of religion across diverse 
faith traditions and a list of logistical Guinness requirements to meet. 
What she encountered were many small, meaningful moments of connection, ... Read 

  

 

 

 
 
The popular 18-month UCC July 2026 - December 2027 calendars are now 
available to pre-order and will begin shipping June 2026! 
 
Click HERE to order.  

  

 

 

ISC VBS X-CHANGE 
Are you looking for VBS materials or to share your VBS materials?  
The exchange of VBS materials can help elevate your program or another church's program. 
Click HERE and send in the following info and we'll add it to this section of the Weekly 
Connection: (Church name) will be hosting the (insert name of the VBS curriculum) on (insert 
dates) and is looking for churches to partner in sharing resources. If you are interested, please 
contact (insert name) at (insert contact information). 

  

 

-St. John UCC, Maeystown is having their VBS early – May 26-29 and are willing to share their extra supplies and 
puppets after their event – They are offering items from: Snowball Mountain Challenge – by Cokesbury If you are 
interested call the church at 618-458-6940 

 

This Month at the UN 
Join us to learn more about what the UCC does at the United Nations! 
 
Hear updates from the UCC Main Representative to the UN, Donna Bollinger, on program 
updates, our interfaith and ecumenical partners, and upcoming events. 
 
There will be time set aside during the meeting so that we can hear from YOU on these 

topics and how we can help to amplify the work our local congregations and partners are doing in the community. Register 

  

 

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jrJYsUXlBmogBOj3She4gcYj_GzA_54w4hv5ng2-AuPjblj--7w7YpEef9Ctj8c7RjCe23CDSZsj6qrVwk40auZh-bxsM9RokDGOeRxtoi9GdNXuEG68mjP9uQzye0j29qWBf3anbPJCmbVizBogmLKIpPTkz2Gbx0pnWv9bmbrGTlJpLql0MeSrluNeec9K1JX_3o6YVPEnEbf_mv2HXQ==&c=wbnycJVgOwGoi15aHueJmy_HPWOoEmSPmKixRHlksaT_z_9fkFS0BQ==&ch=2PwHxUd8SCUrvzydeeLH7BJ5WPWxCkclT7-Kb2skJB0YLtCgiyKukw==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jrJYsUXlBmogBOj3She4gcYj_GzA_54w4hv5ng2-AuPjblj--7w7YpEef9Ctj8c7RjCe23CDSZsj6qrVwk40auZh-bxsM9RokDGOeRxtoi9GdNXuEG68mjP9uQzye0j29qWBf3anbPJCmbVizBogmLKIpPTkz2Gbx0pnWv9bmbrGTlJpLql0MeSrluNeec9K8rTi1jdcLo_QzgcBw7gPFg==&c=wbnycJVgOwGoi15aHueJmy_HPWOoEmSPmKixRHlksaT_z_9fkFS0BQ==&ch=2PwHxUd8SCUrvzydeeLH7BJ5WPWxCkclT7-Kb2skJB0YLtCgiyKukw==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jrJYsUXlBmogBOj3She4gcYj_GzA_54w4hv5ng2-AuPjblj--7w7YpEef9Ctj8c7RjCe23CDSZsj6qrVwk40auZh-bxsM9RokDGOeRxtoi9GdNXuEG68mjP9uQzye0j29qWBf3anbPJCmbVizBogmLKIpPTkz2Gbx0pnWv9bmbrGTlJpLql0MeSrluNeec9K8rTi1jdcLo_QzgcBw7gPFg==&c=wbnycJVgOwGoi15aHueJmy_HPWOoEmSPmKixRHlksaT_z_9fkFS0BQ==&ch=2PwHxUd8SCUrvzydeeLH7BJ5WPWxCkclT7-Kb2skJB0YLtCgiyKukw==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jrJYsUXlBmogBOj3She4gcYj_GzA_54w4hv5ng2-AuPjblj--7w7YqpwkcBfKdkzI5IWngFsDz30V9_XxhVQwLS3XoLSj0vY1zG9_Yt9NWeBLgc5dNcxdKAWcaMepQ-gUXfdQtLIONCSbgmGG6sUeHnMsYyMFJNXDLGsTZHJtbqCph3w24D4NA==&c=wbnycJVgOwGoi15aHueJmy_HPWOoEmSPmKixRHlksaT_z_9fkFS0BQ==&ch=2PwHxUd8SCUrvzydeeLH7BJ5WPWxCkclT7-Kb2skJB0YLtCgiyKukw==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jrJYsUXlBmogBOj3She4gcYj_GzA_54w4hv5ng2-AuPjblj--7w7YqpwkcBfKdkzUQMH12SaEae4MQzrO8NW4Z0VWnyt_Q45KlSE12129kCAeepcyCs4Hks21KsH9pZTypmUM9Pin1x4dtmRAMS20VPRNC31MR-FmRGBPAU2ztsQ1gwnAcCibg==&c=wbnycJVgOwGoi15aHueJmy_HPWOoEmSPmKixRHlksaT_z_9fkFS0BQ==&ch=2PwHxUd8SCUrvzydeeLH7BJ5WPWxCkclT7-Kb2skJB0YLtCgiyKukw==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jrJYsUXlBmogBOj3She4gcYj_GzA_54w4hv5ng2-AuPjblj--7w7YiRppgJj67n3ApnuwVfjjvMhOrv_a2ohDPu1ArwYYxR3MS2jfJeV7QR8jn4u1SLUKibiEKvERXAPmoZLh3Yzsf6fYfoAn13TjeCCUQNMmdG4os8YFjk4Rkw=&c=wbnycJVgOwGoi15aHueJmy_HPWOoEmSPmKixRHlksaT_z_9fkFS0BQ==&ch=2PwHxUd8SCUrvzydeeLH7BJ5WPWxCkclT7-Kb2skJB0YLtCgiyKukw==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jrJYsUXlBmogBOj3She4gcYj_GzA_54w4hv5ng2-AuPjblj--7w7YqpwkcBfKdkz_3GXnuNIe5SJTw0aH40d9xJE3Pb-HK0C2mCNErLA8jc3xBmw6vVq25twnftf326MSdB1ANnP2pN2miwwit6WThAAwEKPaOutEan9dMzH44Kl24PAE6zl_jn16vfMY1Q4lTQ2YIThylJSTTL54zANnSnkKwGwkfpArNFbS6R2xKXx_Ppx5MjZmhmGN5UpLhXi9fWcyVGbYupeq1Cagraxpw==&c=wbnycJVgOwGoi15aHueJmy_HPWOoEmSPmKixRHlksaT_z_9fkFS0BQ==&ch=2PwHxUd8SCUrvzydeeLH7BJ5WPWxCkclT7-Kb2skJB0YLtCgiyKukw==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jrJYsUXlBmogBOj3She4gcYj_GzA_54w4hv5ng2-AuPjblj--7w7YsNP2xiWj2G5wcpUMhqMpaiLR6cfIlcosk4Q5xtkQj261vh0NOjEO2KBuqHVmDZ45wkCgQPP_A6gxxuJ7MFoOBmKELtzeIAQQ_0lT62sktXueKSSBHufdaxitXCROa_K5HI0Iz6lK2tpdVv1j0vJfA39ut2kASecHaz3iKAQqvrS&c=wbnycJVgOwGoi15aHueJmy_HPWOoEmSPmKixRHlksaT_z_9fkFS0BQ==&ch=2PwHxUd8SCUrvzydeeLH7BJ5WPWxCkclT7-Kb2skJB0YLtCgiyKukw==
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Pray with Chile, Week of May 24, 2026 In drought-stricken Chile, 
the Shalom Center stands as a living stream of hope—offering 
spiritual renewal, healing, and community to those longing for 
restoration. Supported by Global Ministries, this sacred space reflects 
God’s “living water,” sustaining faith and transforming lives even in 
seasons of hardship and uncertainty. Join us in praying with Chile this 
week. https://ow.ly/KslW50YZPTA 

  

 

 

Now Hiring: Development Officer (Hybrid – Indianapolis, IN) 
Global Ministries is seeking a relationship-driven Development Officer to help grow fund development efforts and connect 
generosity to global impact. 
In this role, you’ll cultivate donor relationships, lead campaigns, and support work advancing justice, reconciliation, and 
peace in partnership with Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and United Church of Christ. 
Learn more: https://ow.ly/yjPe50YvlGV 

 

  

 

ISC Hunger Action Team - Facing Hunger in  Your Community 
 

  

 

The Hunger Action Team would like to recognize ST. PETER, RED BUD 
for their “BLESSING BOX” project. This Mini Pantry, with non-perishable 
food items; is a blessing to children and families in need. St. Peter members 
are invited to help restock priority items: cereal, rice, canned fruit, canned 
meat (chicken, tuna, diced ham, Spam, Vienna Sausage), and canned 
pasta sauce. Other suggested items: “kid-friendly” snacks: including granola 
bars, trail mix, fruit snacks, Pop-tarts, Capri Sun pouches, small bottles of 

water and Gatorade. Heartfelt thanks to St. Peter - Under the leadership of pastor and teacher, Pastor Cory Hartz. 
By sharing your stories of being in service to others, you shine God's Light to all of us in the ISC and 

beyond! Click below... 

  

 

...share stories of fighting hunger in YOUR community. 

 

 

  

 

News from DuBois Center 
 

  

 

Got a golf cart collecting dust, or know someone 
who does? 
DuBois Center is on an urgent hunt for a four-seater 
golf cart, or even a zippy side-by-side/Gator, to help 
their healthcare team transport campers. While the 
supervised areas use gravel roads, there are hills to 
navigate. If you’ve got a lead or want to lend a hand, 
shoot an email as soon as possible 
to director@duboiscenter.org with contact info. Your 
ride could be the hero of the summer! 

 

 

 

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jrJYsUXlBmogBOj3She4gcYj_GzA_54w4hv5ng2-AuPjblj--7w7YqpwkcBfKdkzy-3kvpvMm1Oq1-C7_l6gzfvNB616aW7xlw7YadzxtcipGPk25vV5j90BpDXm2B1MRsFJClerTH86NUhKLX3C-HwgwB6F10b4XKl2d21IRIGo5YKnuyAzHBZRkbTq4xRqCLoQSKMGjQXOqXJhqAVUy_LbctmxwiXxVCkXtEnEF1ByCwLv5FsJtWDRn-8XN788M2C3PnLJxcswV_SNN29o1h_mx_1cTDiOl5_135A2ufxFsRMKE729MPeV2qUUxGwyCD9ukMRCKpt0lfRzHDvOu0WWQPTsCatPbIcdSO4WmM7tTYB_sZjIsNhRBfbQ6cfet_eYK9F32Sc4PBBh_t7tZg==&c=wbnycJVgOwGoi15aHueJmy_HPWOoEmSPmKixRHlksaT_z_9fkFS0BQ==&ch=2PwHxUd8SCUrvzydeeLH7BJ5WPWxCkclT7-Kb2skJB0YLtCgiyKukw==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jrJYsUXlBmogBOj3She4gcYj_GzA_54w4hv5ng2-AuPjblj--7w7YtesHh-1JXTlhyADbDqfHL7R09frAHEs088Bsg8pHqgUd7mqKUJF77Mdwblm7wi9J_iVEEVppxvZKtSDZh1Jt9z8X7XWOJU3uuo-N7NAbI96zFet7FU_tPCez6RTDHbMWO85Yn6JyScwwykrgYzXUKhis0ervotyTr2juA6iRG4krOyMwxB8bQm7Z9IHF844B49vHF9_UTt9rmF1BMTOQqRSHbvHKStQi5F8hjI6-FgYjDSHhetJzweJhaQTTZ7XaBH2sy2FDr7dWI4RDa1nGDxNSs_NnbMN3da5m9sff2QGNY4-5KlocP3--iv2sYJRD8XlMFNsGc0Yp3Ud20snpS2W7PJHajZpnw==&c=wbnycJVgOwGoi15aHueJmy_HPWOoEmSPmKixRHlksaT_z_9fkFS0BQ==&ch=2PwHxUd8SCUrvzydeeLH7BJ5WPWxCkclT7-Kb2skJB0YLtCgiyKukw==
mailto:kathi1emery@gmail.com
mailto:Director@DuBoisCenter.org


  

 

Please allow us to share a HUGE amount of gratitude! 
You have made this spring's Wishlist Wednesday another huge success! 
So many items that get forgotten or just simply needing replaced or upgraded have been sent to us! 
A sincere THANKS to everyone who has purchased, shared, and helped in some way with this campaign! 
If interested, there is still time to view the list (below) or donate financially to help with a few items still needed. 
We might even have a special mid-summer Wishlist update for anything that comes up as summer camps get 
started! 
Our current list is: https://a.co/0gHfHUGc 

 

ATTENTION! ATTENTION! 
Every year is different and new! 
A handful of camps still have room but they're filling up fast! The updated summer 
camp schedule is shown below—check it out and sign 'em up! Click below to register 

 

to register, visit DuBoisCenter.org  

 

 

 

 

  

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jrJYsUXlBmogBOj3She4gcYj_GzA_54w4hv5ng2-AuPjblj--7w7YqpwkcBfKdkzoxmRXyoTlKOdv4QQG2Ogl_4lSUF0jVCbe1Jz99fvHqqqXh8MqDntdHzMQKz0VDplxZx601S4--KdmK4QS2vTKqO-R_EZDlEyICl1j1ePoZf_8FVvEVAtjw3c5VOzVn-Illuh_2qvht_AY1QjEGR_kTAOqsUZ-1OKHGIiD7JNoLmOw8VyDEYeU4t8lJ7gOwp5SgyhEpySWPTo-ctwqeAtC6swdAO3h0huzbDwoG0pkHw8M8uFYZlq73vlTbCNZot8i_qHV6wRzNRB0k927ehPdEcdM3wVI1aFv0ROtBHrYOxCClF8fqbYPx70iBVFC_ETzccNcd5TkKPorDnAVMmiox1-SoKxn4h3i462bEkN4jtiE81lawTokrvfEs_h8ZGjniBENR1yWKUEkhrlZ9MTXvLgUlpMiEw_pSYXnVa_JyHNIExw3h8xrG1XLLVq6kE3aywQZlADK6RpUPO7iTME162HwGRKEl_tKYLWopi0kd1n_rZ_yp8UTw==&c=wbnycJVgOwGoi15aHueJmy_HPWOoEmSPmKixRHlksaT_z_9fkFS0BQ==&ch=2PwHxUd8SCUrvzydeeLH7BJ5WPWxCkclT7-Kb2skJB0YLtCgiyKukw==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jrJYsUXlBmogBOj3She4gcYj_GzA_54w4hv5ng2-AuPjblj--7w7YnPRiZJCx2A9X30kky7f0oyzv3G2CpVmz2Sgbgn_KaIgcXgP8SPDJrrG5wOsnrCDcekSvGYk5EQod_bf3Hswo_mUR-HiabQ0_h_3dT6n95WDV-CSWnQzGsw=&c=wbnycJVgOwGoi15aHueJmy_HPWOoEmSPmKixRHlksaT_z_9fkFS0BQ==&ch=2PwHxUd8SCUrvzydeeLH7BJ5WPWxCkclT7-Kb2skJB0YLtCgiyKukw==


REGISTER 

 

 

Summer Camp 2026 
 

 INFO 

 

 

   

  

 

  

 

Folks, it is not too early to start thinking about those creative baskets you donate for the Silent Auction at DuBois's Fall 
Festival October 4.  Take advantage of end-of-season sales, which combined with your imaginative spirits will yield good 
returns from those baskets Fest participants cannot resist. Again, we appreciate your support of DuBois in this way and look 
forward to seeing you in a few months. 
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Council for Health & Human 
Services Ministries News 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

The Emmaus Summer Raffle kicks off today! 
For just $10, you could win more than $5,000 in prizes while 
making a direct impact in the lives of adults with developmental 
disabilities across our community. 
Every ticket purchased helps support opportunities for 
independence, connection, and daily life experiences for the 
more than 200 individuals Emmaus serves. From community 
outings and communication tools to safe homes and meaningful 
relationships, your support helps make it all possible. 
Raffle May 25th-June 19th - Auction June 8th-June 
19th Learn More 

  

 

 

Expand Your Range Eden Ministry Cohorts 
Ministry cohorts allow you to sample many theological themes, offering peer learning 
with your ministry context in mind. Scholars have chosen a specific lens on a particular 
topic and share their expertise through digital content you watch on your own time. Four 
monthly online meetings are interspersed, where you and your cohort members gather 
for facilitated discussion with an experienced church leader. 
Cohorts support lifelong learning and are for anyone- authorized clergy, chaplains, 

Christian educators, lay leaders and anyone interested in the topic. UCC members will recognize the Marks for Ministry 
woven throughout the cohorts, though anyone from any denomination, or no denomination, is welcome to attend. 
Completion of each Ministry Cohort provides 9 contact hours of continuing education, subject to approval by the participant's 
credentialing body. 
Summer 2026 Themes 
Who are the "We" We're Becoming? 
The Big Reveal: Reading and Responding to Revelation 
Public Spiritual Care 
Spiritual Care Basics for Lay People 
6+ Makes a Cohort – Bring a friend!   
Multi-Cohort Bundle- Choose three Cohort themes over the next two years for yourself or purchase 3 seats in a single 
Cohort for members of your group. Save $100 over purchasing them individually. 
Visit: https://www.eden.edu/ministrycohorts/ 
Please contact Dr. Jill Baker with questions. jbaker@eden.edu 
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Our ISC Churches News + Events 
 

  

 

  

 

St Peter's UCC, Red Bud BBQ 
 
Sunday, June 7th 10:30am-? 
Drive thru and walk up Carry-out 
Pork Steaks and Brats! 
Call 618-282-2417 to order. 
415 Madison St., Red Bud, IL 62278 
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Concordia UCC Belleville Annual Chicken Dinner 
Dine-in or Carry-out chicken dinner Sunday, June 7th 11:00am-3:00pm. 
Also, $5/ticket Quilt Raffle, limited to 200 tickets-drawing held when tickets sold 
out. 
7600 State Route 163, Belleville, IL (3 miles north of Millstadt) Questions? Call 
618-476-3377 
Click to view Full Flyer 

  

 

 

Summer Music Series 
Immanuel United Church of Christ—Hamel 
5838 Staunton Road, Edwardsville, IL 62025 
Sunday, June 14, 2026 Silver Creek Bluegrass Band 
Sunday, July 19, 2026 Hunter Sharp Band 
Saturday, August 15, 2026 Sheafor & Simes 
Doors open at 5:00 pm 

Music Begins at 5:30 pm 
No admission charge. A free will offering will be received. 
Refreshments available for purchase 
All Are Welcome! 
Celebrating and Supporting Local Music! 
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Are you interested in serving as Pulpit Supply? 
 

Reach out via email to the 
ISC Committee 

on Ministry Co-chairs: 
 

Rev. Lisa Hart- lisa@revhart.net 
Mark Walz- mewalz5925@hotmail.com 

  

 

 

   

If you are reading a print version of the ISC Weekly Connection, consider scanning the 
QR code and subscribe to receive upcoming issues straight to your email inbox. Not 
only does this ensure you won't miss an issue but it gives opportunity to click on the 
links to full articles, webinar registration sites, and more. It only takes a minute to sign 
up. Reach out to Missy at 618-654-2125 or mloyet@iscucc.org with any questions or 
with news for the Weekly Connection. 

 

Click to submit your EVENTS + NEWS to the Weekly Connection 

 

 

  
 

Opportunities + Resources 
 

  
 

Part-time Organist/Pianist - Friedens UCC Marissa  

 

Part-time Music Leader - St. Paul UCC Pinckneyville 

Part-time Bookkeeper - St. John UCC Fairview Heights 

Part-time Facilities Manager - St. Paul UCC Belleville  
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Contemporary Band Leader - St. Paul UCC Waterloo 

Contemporary Keyboard Musician - St. Paul UCC Waterloo  

Part-Time Secretary/Bookkeeper- Friedens UCC Irvington 

Part-Time Behavioral Health Nurse - Hoyleton Youth & Family Services  

Part-Time Faith Community Nurse - Deaconess Nurse Ministry  

Part-Time Administrative Assistant - St. John's UCC Smithton  

 

  
 

Contact Us - Your OCWM Monies at Work 
 

  

   
Please call (618) 654-2125 before coming to the Conference Office or make an 
appointment with a staff member using the emails below. 
For the work of Conference teams and committees or for financial matters (in terms of your 
church's giving to the Conference or OCWM), contact Debbie 
Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org. 
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or 
Weekly Connection, contact Missy Loyet at mloyet@iscucc.org. 
For DuBois Center Co-Executive Directors, contact Jason Petry or Leah 
Petry at director@DuBoisCenter.org or (618) 787-2202 ext. 2 for Jason or ext. 3 for Leah. 

For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions or ISC program registrations, contact Julie 
Riechmann at 
jriechmann@iscucc.org or (618) 357-1809. 
For Rev. Shana Johnson, ISC Conference Minister, contact her at sjohnson@iscucc.org or (618) 882-8247. 

  

 

 

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and 
Illinois South Conference of the UCC 

Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ does not 
discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, or gender identity. To 
the extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, mental, emotional, medical, or dietary 
needs. 

 

Illinois South Conference    Back Bay Mission   CHHSM    
 

Deaconess Foundation     Deaconess Nurse Ministry    DuBois Center    
 

Eden Theological Seminary    Emmaus Homes    Hitz Memorial Home 
 

Hoyleton Youth & Family     Unleashing Potential 
 

Pension Board-UCC    St. John's Community Care    UCC Insurance Board 
 

Uplands Village    UCC Campus Ministry    Uni-Pres Kindercottage   
UCC Newsletter 
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