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Mental Health Sunday 
Reports from SAMHSA and CAHMI in recent years have shown that approximately 1 in 4 Americans have had a diagnosable 
mental health condition. With this prevalence in mind, discussing mental health experiences in a way that normalizes conversation 
and care—particularly from the pulpit—is vital to healthy and holistic spiritual care. The UCC annually recognizes the third 
Sunday in May as Mental Health Sunday, and this year it lands on May 17, 2026. But what even is Mental Health Sunday, 
why should you host one, and how do you go about planning a worship service dedicated to mental health? You are 
invited to join Rev. Dr. Sarah Lund (UCC National Staff) and members of the UCC Mental Health Network's Board of Directors as 
they discuss implementing Mental Health Sunday in your own ministry context. 
Register: https://ucc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IJ8vG-CkTvaUINOcvn3r9Q#/registration 

  

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvgwLCj9a3kbXscfnXYUN7CR7Jp3sV8sl5JZFAQSiQFSRFGww62f3hZTY0iQJ8n_ups6HDW6fw1Rra7Tu4k6rP-Yz3_oySuMiwEI43seMw-VU6ep-NwQ2vlt4i3b_l-XiRp4vrGX1UbamoBrEh1Oprc8kPazG9SO0XNPFzkonRSbRvmmp2NHScmg=&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvkQtaclyGwF8snN9Ia6PYk3aV57h2tDzCIceMsvETWmXWSqPWZprp-rGss6pwFa17kxUpwEa8bd1Kvurvl3U-gNHewAX0bai9w==&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==


  

 

Please Remember in Your Prayers this Week... 
 

  
 

  

Zion (St. Joe) UCC, Waterloo- 
Rev. Patrick (Kathy) Poole 
Pastor Tim Burns 

 

  

St. John UCC, Wood River- 
Rev. John (Jackie Gordon Pawloski) Pawloski 

Retired Pastor- 
Rev. Jane Hillman 

 

Submit prayer requests here 

  

  
 

UCC Global, National, + Regional News 
 

  
 

   

  

 

April 25th: Earth Summit 
An inspiring keynote speaker, leading practitioners in advancing just and affordable energy, amazing artwork from children 
and youth… These are just a few of the highlights for the UCC's Earth Summit on Saturday at 1 pm ET/10 am PT. The Jim 
Antal Keynote Address will be delivered by the Rev. Dr. Kenneth Samuel, a renowned advocate and organizer for justice in 
the Atlanta, Georgia area. 

Register now to join us! 
 

This two-and-a-half-hour summit will also include a slide show of our children and youth art contest finalists as well as a 
panel discussion entitled “Power to the People: Energy Justice for an Equitable Future,” featuring Dr. Shalanda Baker, former 
Director of the U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of Energy Justice and Equity; Chandra Farley, Chief Sustainability Officer 
for the City of Atlanta; and Brionté McCorkle, Executive Director of Georgia Conservation Voters. 

 

mailto:mloyet@iscucc.org
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvgwLCj9a3kbXnaKBNZoMwfiaOpuOfz53OiZ8vtOJPTlueIgsoRB05ZD55YKmcR3Hs9-mI7Uo3tmSyUv8V3xZ6Viswz3ZUwtqelbguJbu3uOAAXstMeCn1IvtvfMBdviTcIEck0z4vnJBVQI4FzO6B1LUBZ8UFtS74k8z_Ze1Es21SwsWqsAK2f2TW4joJGgO1u8CBev-JhoWHT-ClHV58mg-JuMFRIKSnzJ1gKmwgTfVxgP_XzQmpn4h8MWyf171chDGQCcB7HzRGOyEzV4MAlI1B2Q43QdqCIm6JtLb2slBKQNlfe4QhgLYzHVGVEL9UNyHJf11UOvom9LS_2hHcnC84-GyYYVdYlAHqu6WPl2s-W5dJ-IzDMYFjYj8ZGP7shYzoXX-ey8Z_PBKj2rrx6RvnVnsW8QIV9wUlyHh3h5RjiofaQJ1728H1L4i1b_wb3gk24hR26yAJskpW0fB1P2so_QQkq0GOF7lH-FvPGVPKZJMwRim5rwDcr5g1DHppTWI3XsMtCbc0OIw-9v239Ui0-Bz86QqSfGYzNit-ygPGGE7ZlQNwNYUjOq6yUymslOIx713hTjH&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==


Zion UCC, Marion: Celebrating a Milestone in Environmental 
Stewardship 
"We are thrilled as a congregation to witness this project reach 
completion and see our kiosk display show our congregation the 
impact it is having on our energy consumption. Welcome to Green 
Energy. Today, we2 are at 50% capacity for our solar panels and 
already meeting 75% of our electricity needs. I can not wait to see 
when the Earth rotates enough for us to get a full gift of direct sunlight. 
   
Grateful to all the folks who have been praying for us through this long 

process! We have arrived! We Care, We Share, We Serve." 
-Rev. John Holst 

  

 

 

 

The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering reflects the shared commitment of 
people across the United Church of Christ to cooperatively build up the UCC. 
The theme for 2026 is "Sent Forth in Love." Congregations are invited to participate 
in a scripture study, share announcements in your newsletters or bulletins, and 
display a poster to promote the offering. Participating in the offering helps foster 
connections with the wider church and create possibilities for the church of 
tomorrow. 

Grab your materials HERE. 

  

 

 

Meet the Nomiee Q&A gives church glimpmse into vision, priorities of 
AGM Nominee by Charles Jefferson, Jr. | published on Apr 21, 2026 
As the United Church of Christ prepares to gather for a special call to the 
35th General Synod, a first in the denomination’s nearly 69 year history, a 
special ‘Meet the Nominee’ webinar was held on Thursday, April 16 to give 
the wider church an opportunity to be in conversation with the nominee for 
Associate General Minister for Love of Church, the Rev. Jennifer 
Sowell. Click to Read full article. 

  

 

A Conversation with Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson and Rev. Jennifer 
Sowell 
Leaders who come together to nurture community often discover a shared 
vision rooted in how they live the values and mission they serve. This April, 
Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson, General Minister and President of the 
United Church of Christ, warmly welcomes Rev. Jennifer Sowell, nominee 
for Associate General Minister for the Love of Church to have a 
conversation and lean into the Programmatic Priorities of the NMUCC in a 
two-part series. 

 

• Wednesday, April 29, 2026 05:00 PM CT 
• Thursday, April 30, 2026 12:00 PM CT 

 
Learn More and Register 

  

 

 

Hitz Memorial Home Celebrate Commemorative Stone Garden and 
Retirement of Debt 
You are Invited!!  
Hitz Home would like to invite you to celebrate two milestones, the 
dedication of our Commemorative Stone Garden and the retirement or 
the Hitz debt. Please join us at Hitz Home on Saturday, May 9th at 2:00 
pm to help celebrate both this accomplishment and the new addition to 
the Hitz Home entrance.  
 
As you may be aware, many years ago, Hitz faced a large debt to repay, 

which has been quite cumbersome to the finances of the home. By the grace of God, through many donors and friends who 
have made generous contributions, we are pleased to announce that the long term debt has now been repaid.  

  

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvgwLCj9a3kbX6G_kWjbRTLjOvr8nltKuo64XK-q_-CMIhgNjRvCZ5-E-emGL4s_K1fLYNiuPTo1B6labowaYusgdI5exrYl71nx7TNV2ncidVGcFOUMtusNbN5uGYfDoMaXB6JuEvkVr1qzpaY3eHt1o9G1gICJVyimXj0ZBsLVHQE6yh9Do24nughDlif7MHw==&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==
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https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvgwLCj9a3kbXRToDO-k_ZjZN-JQ352gZolYdPq6gPJ-vDxltfrhvbemODIa1p-TSRRPOLSqYlUsx9RmrS5vzps5lLJ1tO6m1GTHtyFXQH7-7SAWXisXORqx_Hgur4xRIzhYDlNLOnEV3lEELa4a7LhIDdLIfmAf-ymsI2tZl3javVB7DcUiuwGNUxqahKn5f0evlEsNUICMxp-Xi_IIQo-0=&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvgwLCj9a3kbXRToDO-k_ZjZN-JQ352gZolYdPq6gPJ-vDxltfrhvbemODIa1p-TSRRPOLSqYlUsx9RmrS5vzps5lLJ1tO6m1GTHtyFXQH7-7SAWXisXORqx_Hgur4xRIzhYDlNLOnEV3lEELa4a7LhIDdLIfmAf-ymsI2tZl3javVB7DcUiuwGNUxqahKn5f0evlEsNUICMxp-Xi_IIQo-0=&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvgwLCj9a3kbXpS49WG6AnZyNvlPKoSu3kSH2QsGR_Agh-6gTjaplCkONpJUaIdLvYSx8VW2Pms8pwmDSLB85fWDHPHRMBgUWcTDdLEX9_1EPbVTrV066U8KPRAb0zjKJ-R8f_vX2oWznprsaZPDJVrn4LlcTW5DJqpy02B4SnVQ4jU2IhagqfQuf-msoodU_KvDPSzDTU88d&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==
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To celebrate that milestone, at this ceremony, we will also hold a "note burning" after which, you are all inviled to join us for 
refreshments in honor of these accomplishments.  
 
Although Hitz is now debt free, future donations through the Commemorative Stone Garden will be used to support the 
ongoing needs of Hitz.  
 
We are looking forward to celebrating with you all, on this incredibly special day and may God bless each and everyone of 
you for your devoted supportin the past, present, and future.  
 
Hitz Memorial Home 
Board of Directors 

 

More than just another summer job! 
Give Dubois Center a look- 
The most impactful piece of our summer camp programming is our staff. Year after year, 
young adults dedicate the bulk of their summer to providing the best experience possible 
for the children and youth in their care – from time in the lake to vespers around the 
campfire. Campers look to their counselors for guidance, safety, inspiration, leadership, 
and fun. Counselors spend long hours in hot weather cultivating “camp magic,” and in 
return they build life skills and lifelong relationships with their fellow staff members. 
  
Camper numbers this summer have already surpassed last year, and we still have time 

for kids to sign up. In order to provide the best experience for our campers, we need your help to recruit additional counselors. 
If you or someone you know is a responsible, caring, fun-loving young adult in search of a fulfilling and exciting summer job, 
please email us at director@duboiscenter.org or visit duboiscenter.org/summer-camp-staff/ for an application. 

  

 

 

Special Church World Service Kit and Bucket Drop Off Location in St. Louis 
-A message from Priscilla Self, ISC Disaster Recovery Coordinator 
 
There will be a local site receiving CWS kits. The special drop off location and event 
date is: 
Sharefest at the LifeWise location at 1321 South 11th in St. Louis, MO 63104 
Saturday, October 10, 9:30- 11:30 am 
Susan Kendrick - Sharefest Coordinator 

skendrick@moumethodist.org 
(573) 473-6850 

Your support helps CWS put hope into the hands of families recovering from 
disaster. From hygiene items to clean-up tools, your generosity fills the kits that help 
communities rebuild. Our warehouse shelves are running low. Help us stock up and 
stay prepared: https://cwskits.org/ 
Matching grant through the Global HOPE office 
https://www.ucc.org/post-disaster-resources-for-churches/ 
Contact Priscilla if you need more info or have any questions. 
Priscilla Self, ISC Disaster Recovery Coordinator 

618/318-0083 
pjj48@hotmail.com 

  

 

 

Spring is here—time to refresh and renew! As you tidy up church spaces, 
don’t forget your website deserves a little spring cleaning too. 
A vibrant, up-to-date website helps your church shine and makes it easier for 
new friends to find you: 

• Swap out old photos for fresh ones 
• Keep your events page current 
• Check that all links work smoothly 

Ready for a website that’s easy to update and truly reflects your community? 
The UCC Everywhere Program is here to help! Request a demo and see how 
simple it can be: https://ow.ly/xy5G50VXgMv 

 

  

 

mailto:director@duboiscenter.org
http://duboiscenter.org/summer-camp-staff/
mailto:skendrick@moumethodist.org
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Boundary Awareness Training 
 
Training through Enkei Resolutions 
September 8 & 9, 2026 
Registration cost: $65 
To register, please use the link below: https://enkei-resolutions.com/2026-
boundary-training-registration/ 
 
Trainings through Southern New England Conference via Zoom 

• Thursday, May 7, 2026, (3.0 level) - Registration closes 4/30/26 
• Wednesday, June 3, 2026, (2.0 level) - Registration closes 5/27/26 

Cost for the training is:SNEUCC Clergy - $65.00; all other Clergy - $85.00 
https://www.sneucc.org/clergy-boundary-awareness-training 

  

 

 

U.S. of Kidness 250 acts of kindness initiative kicks off this week 
by Renee DeLuca | published on Apr 21, 2026 
The United Church of Christ has partnered with the Values in 
Action foundation to encourage everyone in the U.S. to join the United 
States of Kindness (USK) movement, and commit to completing 250 acts 
of kindness, celebrating the 250th birthday of the United States. While the 
movement has been underway already, it officially launches on Friday, April 
24, when there are 250 days left in 2026–meaning one would only need to 
do one small act of kindness once a day to complete this mission. Read 

  

 

 

Upcoming Nurture the Soul Webinars 
 
Thursday, April 23, 2:30 pm CT -Let's Talk About It | Mental Health Sunday 
 
Thursday, May 7, 2:30 pm CT - Proclaiming “Love Knows No Borders”: 
Moving from Desolation to Action 

  

 

 

Join us the first Tuesday of each month at 2pm to learn more about what the UCC 
does at the United Nations! Hear updates from the UCC Main Representative to 
the UN, Donna Bollinger, on program updates, our interfaith and ecumenical 
partners, and upcoming events. 

Tuesday, May 5, 1:00 pm CT - This Month at the UN 

  

 

 

Are you looking for VBS materials or to share your VBS resources?  
The exchange of VBS materials can help elevate your program or another church's 
program. Click HERE and send in the following info and we'll add it to this section of 
the Weekly Connection: (Church name) will be hosting the (insert name of the 
VBS curriculum) on (insert dates) and is looking for churches to partner in sharing 
resources. If you are interested, please contact (insert name) at (insert contact 
information). 
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Are you interested in Serving as Pulpit Supply? 
 

Reach out via email to the 
ISC Committee 

on Ministry Co-chairs: 
 

Rev. Lisa Hart- lisa@revhart.net 
Mark Walz- mewalz5925@hotmail.com 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

Child and Elder Sponsorship Program Supporting children and elders with the love and services they deserve is one of 
the greatest gifts of kindness you can share. Through your support, the Global Ministries Child and Elder Sponsorship 
Program partners with churches and agencies all over the world to provide services that create opportunities and affirm 
dignity. Visit 

 

Now Hiring: Development Officer (Hybrid – Indianapolis, IN) 
Global Ministries is seeking a relationship-driven Development Officer to help grow fund development efforts and connect 
generosity to global impact. 
In this role, you’ll cultivate donor relationships, lead campaigns, and support work advancing justice, reconciliation, and 
peace in partnership with Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and United Church of Christ. 
Learn more: https://ow.ly/yjPe50YvlGV 

Now Hiring: Controller (Hybrid – Indianapolis, IN) 
Disciples Overseas Ministries is seeking a skilled and mission-driven Controller to lead financial operations and support 
global ministry work. 
In this key leadership role, you’ll oversee budgeting, financial reporting, audits, and internal controls while collaborating with 
partners like United Church of Christ. This position plays a vital role in ensuring strong stewardship and advancing impactful 
work around the world. 
We’re looking for someone with strong accounting experience (CPA preferred), a deep understanding of nonprofit financial 
practices, and a commitment to collaboration, equity, and the mission of the Church. 
Learn more and apply: https://ow.ly/PAJs50YvlmY 
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ISC Hunger Action Team - Facing Hunger in  Your Community 
 

  

 

The ISC Hunger Action Team would like to recognize CHRIST UCC, DUPO for 
their ”Backpack Angels” Mission Project. Partnering with First Baptist Church and Sacred 
Heart Church to provide non perishable food items for weekends and holiday break. Participating 
children are discreetly given these backpacks to take home. Enabling them to come back to 
school on Monday with the good nutrition and focus they need to achieve academic success. 
This mission project was more important than ever during Spring Break. Students who qualify for 
free school breakfast and lunch didn’t have access to these meals during weekends and holiday 
break. Church members were invited to share nonperishable food and monetary gifts to support 
this vital mission project. Heartfelt thanks to CHRIST UCC for their continued support of local 

families in need.  Under the leadership of pastor and teacher, Reverend Todd Muschaney. Neighbors helping neighbors - such a 
blessing! 

By sharing your stories of being in service to others, you shine God's Light to all of us in the ISC and 
beyond! Click below... 

  

 

...share stories of fighting hunger in YOUR community. 

 

 

  

 

News from DuBois Center 
 

  

 

DuBois Center needs your TLC! 
Service Saturday May 9th 

Youth and adult fellowship groups, families, individuals, everyone is invited to lend a helping 
hand as we prepare our facilities for the busy spring and summer season. Projects vary, 
depending on the skills of workers and the weather, but a tired muscle or two and a great sense 
of satisfaction are guaranteed. There is wood to be stacked, leaves to be raked and buildings to 
be cleaned and painted. There are carpentry projects, as well as others requiring special skills. 
The work may not be glamorous, but it makes a BIG DIFFERENCE! 
We’ll provide lunch, so please RSVP here so we can make sure we have enough food for 
everyone! Check out the links below for more information: 

• Typical Schedule and What to Bring 
• Directions and Map to DuBois Center 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

Folks, it is not too early to start thinking about those creative baskets you donate for the Silent Auction at DuBois's Fall 
Festival October 4.  Take advantage of end-of-season sales, which combined with your imaginative spirits will yield good 
returns from those baskets Fest participants cannot resist. Again, we appreciate your support of DuBois in this way and look 
forward to seeing you in a few months. 

 

WISHLIST WEDNESDAY is here! 
As always, THANK YOU to those who have already contributed to our list of summer 
camp needs! 
For this week, we will highlight Camper Essentials!! 
 
Our Amazon list has shower poufs, multi-pack socks, and small canvas bags to be 
used as hygiene care kits and ships directly to us. If you purchase online anywhere else, 
simply add our address as the shipping address. If you purchase in person, just reach out 
to arrange drop off or pick up! Monetary donations to the cause are also welcome! 
Our current Amazon Wishlist is found at: https://a.co/0gHfHUGc   
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There's still time to sign up!! 
Ride Day - Saturday, May 9th 
Our spring ride day is two months from today. Sign up for a ride 
time that fits best with your busy schedule! 
Arena Ride: 10:30am. Ages 3-7 with an adult walking alongside the 
horse. 
Trail Rides: 1:00pm, 2:30pm, 4:00pm. Ages 8+. 
For more information and to sign 
up: https://duboiscenter.org/retreats/dbc-retreats/ 

 

  

 

Summer Camp 2026 
357 campers now registered! 

See graphic below update April 21, 2026 
Hurray - get your camp registration secured. 

 

MORE INFO 

 

REGISTER 

 

 

    

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvlOnul2bRUdxm3v_P-ZuX78He-ALlTZGoDYJZR4uuBtLX-0CuIe8vFafBLdTAfQUjI_riFD7kd4IEfITWLqrdPVYDHvBqllfv6QHt-kkZzRntitUVXIWQVQRyZwJYiB6x3rUQ63NWoaLf_2rxkALdsuITfINn5mYCOxCYhGMrC4wn7JahOISQkinibWqJSEDcRNjSFQ-aCXJAdO9UYswL4fTCBJBirK8xvDASMS0oc3O8o_rFQIPUze7-2vHJYCzsyCuC_mnSnd8j01PmITs0vycbimCxZ4s-6aeu2Q_G80adydrLBow6BzrdqeeZOGtBgs37r6T4WqjPNBY_hgSZP6PbW1x9zuQQeWFfG2aO0ZqLjqUkpWh2nzUbFxxQja2HA==&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvkebIv3U6WaRzdgwvAU_6PfF4RIPslGpcSTmcSiw2fL_DN2blsRicymF1dh4gr6QAd_5r_FyQBk8m7C7JhNsZdzIc93fJwS51LSmmRElEWPTsi2vV7FJaetH2D90kTw5P5QIASPrlSny&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=1cf6c5a751&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1863114700473685721#m_5245318665360506241_
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Strengthened by the Spirit—Unity in a Time of Complexity 
April 13, 2026 | Jamar Doyle 
Over the past several weeks, I have found myself returning again and 
again to the experience we shared at The Gathering this past March. 
Something powerful and sacred took place as we came together across 
organizations, across ministries, and across denominational expressions 
to learn, worship, 

 

  

Jamar Doyle 
 

and fellowship together united under the theme Many Gifts, One Spirit. It had been a long time since we had witnessed this 
kind of collective, ecumenical presence among faith-based human service organizations, and the collective energy was 
inspiring. In a time that is marked by complexity, uncertainty, and fragmentation, The Gathering offered something different. It 
reminded us of what is possible when we bring our individual gifts together to share in the work of creating a more equitable 
and just world. Read 

 

The Gathering Experience Leaves 
Participants Connected, Inspired, 
Thankful 
April 13, 2026 | Barb Powell 
For participants at this year’s 
ecumenical The Gathering: Many Gifts, 
One Spirit, the event was a three-day, 
spirit-filled opportunity to form bonds and 
partnerships with colleagues from other 
health and human service ministries. 
Held March 24-26, 2026, in Indianapolis, 
The Gathering drew almost 500 people 
from Mennonite, Methodist, 
Presbyterian, Quaker, and United 
Church of Christ agencies and their 
partner organizations. Read 

 

  

The 2026 Nollau class of diakonal ministers after the service. 

  

Chris Cox, president and CEO of Hoyleton, and the Rev. Mary Schaller-Blaufuss, vice 
president for advancement & strategic partnerships at UCC-related Eden Theological 
Seminary. 

 

Nollau Institute Class of 2026-27 
The Council for Health & Human Service Ministries (CHHSM) 
1st Retreat: May 18-22, 2026  
2nd Retreat: October 5–9, 2026 
CHHSM Annual Gathering: March 15-19, 2027 
Enrollment is currently open for the next class of the Nollau Leadership Institute. CHHSM’s 
signature health and human service leadership program has graduated some 300-plus 
participants as Diakonal Ministers in the past 20 years.  
Details: 
The program consists of two in-person retreats at Bellwether Farm, online interactions in 

between the retreats, and an additional day of programming at the 2027 CHHSM Annual Gathering, which includes the 
commissioning of the class as Diakonal Ministers.  
2026-27 Schedule: 
1st Retreat: May 18-22, 2026  
2nd Retreat: October 5–9, 2026 
CHHSM Annual Gathering: March 15-19, 2027 
Location Information: 
Retreat Center: Bellwether Farm, 4655 SR-60, Wakeman, OH 44889 
Annual Gathering: Location to be announced in March 2026. 
Read more 

  

 

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvp5GnyBD6z_r80Yem5E94wxFwOpg_f8Ij2Xxs3l6KgbhmGcvlkut1bEtTkZaRkhSU513ArztRmVoTPsWPsNldGFSReIRMACK6GUFe8TPfMfosv8DsMdcHhgQkrb0xPY4d7pGNbai8wFR&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvgwLCj9a3kbXSwRm3QGELhd-BPjCy3GovycOvo_wMhdRpo94fkZqVWYthur2E5FknNS9YdktAiot1vx5K2CRCHKKo287WZXLN1V--tTxdPq0YPsheQDIXrNUhzTpK0_QUFuziTVVgCxddDW6gfDqAsFJQ2goRkeiO9Xft1CjxhmJ13kDceb5CKM=&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvmA1hftgR1pREXhnCpRuxzEFS4YfGtVXkuIfzyZ08ZP3MXNfO2sQhfMfcH6y3cDg8NRX5seEibUmpnkGMFX0ZBRFqgGIT7w6npxnw8Fn8gY1HQO9gzqFChIiZOT6IZku4mRYccIscG9W&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvgln9npgXDXAzohLz7iWmp9U538EgZYyFMs8C0z201FI4pvMgHtpIYCH_bvs0KsHopRdoQSLxlXb4c2E3I7-FZ3RTyuF5o_vAhOcVuZOUOMGrMJ3IVZBLieo8isNYkSfTDeV96rLQ4vXgrYT8lf2OVlOsG2T6MRt4NVG-nwQ7E6a&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvgln9npgXDXAzohLz7iWmp9U538EgZYyFMs8C0z201FI4pvMgHtpIYCH_bvs0KsHopRdoQSLxlXb4c2E3I7-FZ3RTyuF5o_vAhOcVuZOUOMGrMJ3IVZBLieo8isNYkSfTDeV96rLQ4vXgrYT8lf2OVlOsG2T6MRt4NVG-nwQ7E6a&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvgwLCj9a3kbX6f_GWD3EijqsuxvMiZUPBAFZug0Arvr9xFvNrgYT-NVBoMoXPKpX7W3u1sGdZTlPZZmFO7br8XhTYLv2LpVKnd_2ZjWbeliUqYhualXLrvBzrjrT3I8gftoANarGZ5-ZwhnhIBX5TvgcfHJknDJbjkhzOOj3pKsRPzHnwKK-e0lwLF0g7iqWtOwgwRFIe-dM&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==
https://gmtinjdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HhfVvy_D_4M1cKOz1vUCH0wcyPr_DOPieQlqIIBtxX0JsjMWH-aVnH-3bJhPyn0CUZugdrG0UvmOBvkNv43zA5Vd1LVNFq9mOBv26tV2BVdY8g1O_EKxXijZucW9zmgXPT8CJUoBbPm2R5tyGlad854wu0Y2AkI-MqagxHpGV8MIxwS0kyid_JayFwBLbwa3&c=EObSC1LcdzrMkdx0SNrIDZ64jZlOjdeARi4GOztXI7ZX-HW294UVBw==&ch=aTpIr9hjfJkKykUmeXdw6zdQxMDU2lQGSeGN5crg5HdK7MHYOf7w8g==
https://gmtinjdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HhfVvy_D_4M1cKOz1vUCH0wcyPr_DOPieQlqIIBtxX0JsjMWH-aVnI5rk9tQ0W3zTMOoVSooctt0mETJNZ00ISdkC0XbmJDXS6BVzGuhXlaZ526976lIXkKYI6KkFt8jqOcpzy5aV-jH1oUa6i_dhmr4OiTxfkI4&c=EObSC1LcdzrMkdx0SNrIDZ64jZlOjdeARi4GOztXI7ZX-HW294UVBw==&ch=aTpIr9hjfJkKykUmeXdw6zdQxMDU2lQGSeGN5crg5HdK7MHYOf7w8g==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvrluOqDAtUr-CDDsT-GWdr-Vpnj6tdDq9wjI43Q7hiCOpOsTP6IBQmu9emcY1n7I08zHrCU2v1XVTlgOH9qzqdQtoa6PX2jsaWtEgZcYvKEDSw1fL8JLhxMnwODRZ01duM1Ztkxig4GB0O9GwPJfst2uliIC4vimQDryRWI6chisR_7skSLjDXsN1p1--ypvLw==&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==


Uni Pres Kindercottage Spring Newsletter Highlight 
This spring season at Uni Pres Kindercottage (UPK) has been 
filled with joy, generosity, and community spirit. Our annual 
Easter Egg Hunt was nothing short of amazing, thanks to the 
outpouring of support from local churches and children’s 
ministries who gave so generously of their time, resources, 
and love. 
Because of these meaningful partnerships, our children 
experienced more than just a day of fun—they felt the warmth 
of a community that truly cares. From beautifully prepared 
Easter baskets to hundreds of colorful eggs filled with treats 
and surprises, every detail reflected intentional giving and 
kindness. The laughter, excitement, and smiles shared across 
our playground were a direct result of these blessings. 
We extend our deepest gratitude to each church and ministry 
that contributed. Your commitment to uplifting children and 
families aligns with our mission to provide enriching, joyful 
experiences that support the whole child. Together, we are 
building a stronger, more connected community where every 
child feels valued and celebrated. 
With gratitude, 
Uni Pres Kindercottage 
 
Aimee Hart, Executive Director 
618-874-6505( work) 
618-799-1417 (cell) 

 

  

 

  

 

  
 



  

 

 
St. John's Community Care Volunteers Needed! 
 
St. John's CC is in great need of volunteers to serve 
as receptionists, program assistants, and/or to assist 
with craft activities, and craft clean-up. 
 
Call 618-344-5008 to volunteer! 

 

  
 

Our ISC Churches News + Events 
 

  

 

News from the Happy Quilters of St. John UCC, Mascoutah from their Annual 
Quilt Show 
The winning ticket for the I SPY Quilt was drawn April 11, 2026 at the end of the Quilt Show. 
Julie Edwards from New Baden won the quilt. She bought the winning ticket when the Happy 
Quilters visited Zion UCC in New Baden. This was one of the first churches the Happy Quilters 
visited. There is a lesson here: next year buy your tickets early! 
The Happy Quilters appreciate your support of our mission to support DuBois Center. Total 
tickets sales were $1974.00. The quilt show was a great success, and the Happy Quilters will 
add to the ticket sales for a total donation of $2500.00 to DuBois. We thank everyone who 
generously purchasing tickets when we visited your church.  

  

 

 

Garage Sale at 
EvUCC Highland 
Friday, April 24 
5:30pm to 7:30pm 
Saturday, April 25 
8:am to Noon 
2520 Poplar St, Highland, IL 

  

 

 

 

  



   

St. John UCC Granite City Glo Bingo 
Saturday, April 25th at the Fraternal Order of Eagles, 2558 Madison Ave, Granite City. 
Doors open at 6:00pm, bingo starts at 7:00pm. Tickets $25.00 in advance, $30.00 at the 
door. Admission includes Glo Bingo hat, dauber, and 10 game cards. There will also be 
a 50/50 Drawing and Silent Auction. Bring your own snacks. All beverages must be 
purchased through the venue. Proceeds to benefit the Historical Preservation of 
Nameoki Road Cemetery Site. For more info contact Nina Jackson 618-407-2101 or St 
John UCC Cemetery 618-876-5811. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Evangelical UCC Highland Music Event  
Sunday, May 3rd, 2026 
at 2:00p.m.  
 
We will gather in song at EvUCC Highland. Along with the joy of voices, music, 
and togetherness, we will have the opportunity to share in a free will offering to 
benefit the Hamel Alhambra Ministerial Alliance and the Highland Area 
Ministries. All are welcome! 
 
If any of your ensembles, choirs, or bell choirs would like to participate, please 
contact Joan Schuetz at 618-975-2704.  

  

 

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvqeD9V7jsOluvvduE2GRfgtIrznINE1bdLW3A9h9Sg4BvCMLjlrQShkNSrCi2J0U6fZ9ftADIc_u3gKVO0Ic9NMw-zL1Cpx7cYtgi0DWwZIG&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==


  

 

  

 

   

If you are reading a print version of the ISC Weekly Connection, consider scanning the 
QR code and subscribe to receive upcoming issues straight to your email inbox. Not 
only does this ensure you won't miss an issue but it gives opportunity to click on the 
links to full articles, webinar registration sites, and more. It only takes a minute to sign 
up. Reach out to Missy at 618-654-2125 or mloyet@iscucc.org with any questions or 
with news for the Weekly Connection. 

 

Click to submit your EVENTS + NEWS to the Weekly Connection 

 

 

  

 

Opportunities + Resources 
 

  

 

Part-time Organist/Pianist - Friedens UCC Marissa  

 

Part-time Music Leader - St. Paul UCC Pinckneyville 

Part-time Bookkeeper - St. John UCC Fairview Heights 

Part-time Facilities Manager - St. Paul UCC Belleville  

Contemporary Band Leader - St. Paul UCC Waterloo 

Contemporary Keyboard Musician - St. Paul UCC Waterloo  

Part-Time Secretary/Bookkeeper- Friedens UCC Irvington 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvuS0GSG0J817Qdgu3-EvL_BCNF1BvLJG41FByFd18gE7vUWsg95ZjKxs-Wzcay4Qu-_hfCtJ8SGJ37jKr_VwHFTnoq6M0A8GgnfnNywlZiMPcDuqcg6vTu8YVhZKKLxf6zyVUDqndFCc&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==
mailto:mloyet@iscucc.org
mailto:mloyet@iscucc.org
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvstl97qj_DUgPjp-nMNlToHbVKFxgGhZUmXkmyEMcmrae9pJay4cl7wcE6druaeSGXW4LOHU5hf5mxLkO1aePPzRAByq9No_MbWe0j77VkLEVWDdLRX1VOalG8KeVOjBKV4YnuHFXu-9dq41hjtfMrhfsXu1TScn0MahVb6S2cTUC2nSOeNZuHnXlqC173w_Mg==&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvstl97qj_DUg7DHzpsJM1Lzg4pTvz5hiynaGzCr9HGj7wj2wMbqsXcVIsJZ0UU1X0qvkJnerPDpL8ROiUId97SaOOzH6d1HMwuvp4egm-8399pxvyQcYAvgBvo8ndoQuH1N6PFwvZ11bSEnYG62jMdvEBOI1X7pJn8k6QNng5mBoRTtVbRtLnBt98Vn2-wnRmA==&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fJJ5wO5AKjGJL5r8pcSwa9Yc6tEd11pQuQNCf5IdMPDWqsDnRQnWvp5GnyBD6z_rXt82m05EQPz5uJFKFfhk4nILse_FdBdUrjdNMviyRvGwWp8mq6pGiL2LvhzqARoHUS9d26tE8-JSNtXj0ef3Wd9z761gGz6UuGDMX11f9VePn_GyWNjrICa2335WVjgtpPx39_TkITzrJBBMU0tB8OhUxTKJ8cDN9Pf2RpwYB0yQWNcwL90_qg==&c=4Ttfmr0EMpwn5wz97w4lSTJkKf8w0VlYamMtAC8V_33mbaVglCrT1w==&ch=B5lolxxsH8wQnfZaJT0gWib2OzqlP-N1jVWGiXOEQTeJRc20Q-bf1Q==
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Part-Time Behavioral Health Nurse - Hoyleton Youth & Family Services  

Part-Time Faith Community Nurse - Deaconess Nurse Ministry  

Part-Time Administrative Assistant - St. John's UCC Smithton  

 

  
 

Contact Us - Your OCWM Monies at Work 
 

  

   
Please call (618) 654-2125 before coming to the Conference Office or make an 
appointment with a staff member using the emails below. 
For the work of Conference teams and committees or for financial matters (in terms of your 
church's giving to the Conference or OCWM), contact Debbie 
Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org. 
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or 
Weekly Connection, contact Missy Loyet at mloyet@iscucc.org. 
For DuBois Center Co-Executive Directors, contact Jason Petry or Leah 
Petry at director@DuBoisCenter.org or (618) 787-2202 ext. 2 for Jason or ext. 3 for Leah. 

For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions or ISC program registrations, contact Julie 
Riechmann at 
jriechmann@iscucc.org or (618) 357-1809. 
For Rev. Shana Johnson, ISC Conference Minister, contact her at sjohnson@iscucc.org or (618) 882-8247. 

  

 

 

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and 
Illinois South Conference of the UCC 

Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ does not 
discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, or gender identity. To 
the extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, mental, emotional, medical, or dietary 
needs. 

 

Illinois South Conference    Back Bay Mission   CHHSM    
 

Deaconess Foundation     Deaconess Nurse Ministry     DuBois Center    
 

Eden Theological Seminary    Emmaus Homes    Hitz Memorial Home 
 

Hoyleton Youth & Family     Unleashing Potential 
 

Pension Board-UCC    St. John's Community Care    UCC Insurance Board 
 

Uplands Village    UCC Campus Ministry    Uni-Pres Kindercottage   
UCC Newsletter 
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