
February 24, 2026 
 

   

2026 ISC Day of Discipleship 

Registration Still Open - Get Signed Up Today 
 

STRONGER TOGETHER 

All who believed were together and had all things in common       -Acts 2:44 

 
Drawing inspiration from Acts 2, this year's Day of Discipleship serves as a profound reminder that, 
as disciples of faith, we are Stronger Together through sharing our distinctive talents, worshiping 
collectively, engaging in prayer and fellowship, song and Word. Workshop offerings will 
encompass a variety of areas, including worship, programming, leadership, and outreach. This 
shared journey in faith and community illustrates the remarkable power of unity and underscores 
how each of us contributes to uplift the Church. 

  

 

JOIN TOGETHER... 

Saturday, March 21, 2026 

St. John UCC, Mascoutah 

Don't wait to get registered! Register online via the QR Code or by clicking HERE  
OR by completing and forwarding this fillable and printable REGISTRATION FORM.   

Registration will close Friday, March 6th. 

 

  

 

Schedule- 
8:00 am to 8:45 am    
9:00 am to 9:15 am     
9:15 am to 9:45 am     
     -Break- 
10:00 am to 11:00 am   
11:00 am to Noon      
Noon to 12:45 pm       
12:45 pm to 1:00 pm 

 

  
Check-in and Continental (light) breakfast 
Opening Devotion 
Introduction of Workshop Leaders and Workshops 
 
Worship with Keynote Speaker, Rev. Dr. Jeff Moore 
Lunch 
Workshops 
Gathering Back in the Sanctuary for Closing Time 

 

Workshop Offerings- 
• Strengthening Local Church Governance and Communication Practices 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Moore, Senior Pastor, Webster Groves Christian Church 
• Strengthening Youth Programming 

Dr. Jill Mayer, Director of Christian Education and Faith Formation, and Andy Mayer, Youth Leader, St. Paul UCC, 
Waterloo 

• Strengthening Outreach Through Community-Based Programs 
Rev. Jennifer Sowell, Senior Pastor, and Amanda Voegele, HHH Director, St. John UCC, Collinsville 

• Strengthening Praise and Worship Through Contemporary Music 
Evan Bosaw, Musical Director and Praise Band Leader, Friedens UCC, Troy 

• Strengthening Creative Worship Through Liturgy and Poetry 
Rev. Tim Powers-Reed, Pastor, and Eileen Hoag, Lay Leader, Trinity UCC, Belleville 

 

Meet our Day of Discipleship Keynote Speaker - Rev. Dr. Jeff Moore 

An ordained United Church of Christ Minister with partner status in the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), Jeff has been pastor of Webster Groves Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) since March of 
2008. Jeff has a Bachelor of Science in Outdoor Leadership from Aurora University, Master of Divinity 
and Doctor of Ministry degrees from Eden Theological Seminary, and a PhD from the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal in South Africa. Read full bio at iscucc.org 

 

  

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KGN_QbMkAiZqiUhTvf8R9TYLntTEOMJI8pLhBrspdqHvFru8eKJhYu8lWlBJYbMUWDdmJRpNaLX2obsL0WW4Pv8Ph1qHw_DeGm9CZE0KWOTxVm7Mmby--1GWRkZeKiNt0uJmXYTTYVIcD-MIk87kZb_TcFzSuP7ibDubBTZEcGhi5lG54kPsR-ywM78UU-GiKtMzvQafx6Mv--75CxImjjdQvgWjJhFpMVKao_Uwz1aNEAdF-YQw2UnfcvHWnKQzUJ5bM8lf4YJ2nl6N3DU6vtXlvL-RCZI5_TQSO7zsqSKN5nD4-KFZmmfXT-XE3Y_2nkUJN44X5t4nwgzLYlbLd3JamAmZd0T9CQps4vPnjcppeSknZ3bjmMBblEE74l5rI59vNfrdt4a7PknzB9-LPQ==&c=XwFx2VIidGwJfm46lbT-OK-ZaKgvzvHgSjQqY2IavUfox8J9LXw0rw==&ch=IrUUEnO9_a_QHxb42S66pQl2JDGzxByDiGXOxz4q3LOjJ3UIhhnXBw==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KGN_QbMkAiZqiUhTvf8R9TYLntTEOMJI8pLhBrspdqHvFru8eKJhYta0qiSYjO4Elbq2hGUW98O1965HDuNqfUrXg07ImN6IxJLn56e00uo0IZ8YmfeNC_mC0P-cYX_bLr-EPpgaann37pKD2RDPHPsx4oq9hKnceqgiyQxbbQ8wMOywvKbeJIq6dyNmN_tyPPnycKLShWhZ2Czf92jt_9-dhKB9KrFhea7JsGW9d7mnotcawnyUAA9vW1iYfEHdMK3n1GLSyWOjPyFt30LvvQ==&c=XwFx2VIidGwJfm46lbT-OK-ZaKgvzvHgSjQqY2IavUfox8J9LXw0rw==&ch=IrUUEnO9_a_QHxb42S66pQl2JDGzxByDiGXOxz4q3LOjJ3UIhhnXBw==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KGN_QbMkAiZqiUhTvf8R9TYLntTEOMJI8pLhBrspdqHvFru8eKJhYta0qiSYjO4E7RV1aqPbbeaGmV94U_W5SPgs-1aK21XP0SLKzTHkLbYMXDlf6Jy2ROV1ETVKOCOzZRPANIlON-txSztyRxaPxJgFhWwbRGnROaGRai9OOa2wZAb9tk94lHU8XH9zIpJT9RFpQVDPbiTjN_EkBtaaBWAqOfo05Ev0uuOunf4kZHHCcfQNSluZgjZuy9ghajSlIT57yF0nlMAew06Ka2mPhA==&c=XwFx2VIidGwJfm46lbT-OK-ZaKgvzvHgSjQqY2IavUfox8J9LXw0rw==&ch=IrUUEnO9_a_QHxb42S66pQl2JDGzxByDiGXOxz4q3LOjJ3UIhhnXBw==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KGN_QbMkAiZqiUhTvf8R9TYLntTEOMJI8pLhBrspdqHvFru8eKJhYiJOxHOvClV8tGcJMZIolxYAAkdACBDyxoeu-o0BqWJcCJnrr4gvbu4oNwwehdvvEY0lA8HwNXb1J_9c_E62KGwij_G-TF7AcQ==&c=XwFx2VIidGwJfm46lbT-OK-ZaKgvzvHgSjQqY2IavUfox8J9LXw0rw==&ch=IrUUEnO9_a_QHxb42S66pQl2JDGzxByDiGXOxz4q3LOjJ3UIhhnXBw==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KGN_QbMkAiZqiUhTvf8R9TYLntTEOMJI8pLhBrspdqHvFru8eKJhYiJOxHOvClV8tGcJMZIolxYAAkdACBDyxoeu-o0BqWJcCJnrr4gvbu4oNwwehdvvEY0lA8HwNXb1J_9c_E62KGzwv0tsO1gBLQ==&c=XwFx2VIidGwJfm46lbT-OK-ZaKgvzvHgSjQqY2IavUfox8J9LXw0rw==&ch=IrUUEnO9_a_QHxb42S66pQl2JDGzxByDiGXOxz4q3LOjJ3UIhhnXBw==


  

 

Please Remember in Your Prayers this Week... 
 

  

 

  

St. Peter's UCC, Okawville- 
Rev. Jeffrey Schwab 

 

  

United in Faith Church, Pana- 
Rev. Leon (Kay) Goff 

  

Retired Pastor- Rev. Michael (Elizabeth) 
Marx 

 

Rev. Lisa Hart- prayers for 
a swift and complete recovery 
following recent knee surgery. 

  

Rosemary Oglesby- healing 
blessings for continued progress 
in recovering from knee surgery. 

 

Please pray for the family of Barbara Sinclair, who passed away on February 17, 2026. She was the beloved mother of 
Rev. Janet Darmour-Paul and the cherished mother-in-law of Rev. Tim Darmour-Paul. Services private. 

 

Submit prayer requests here  

  

  

 

UCC Global, National, + Regional News 
 

  

 

  

 

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is a Special Mission Offering of the United Church of 
Christ that supports partners worldwide with ministries that fund health, education, and 
agricultural development, emergency relief, refugee ministries, and both international and 
domestic disaster response. 

2026 Suggested Offering Date: March 15th 
Order Print Resources OGHSDownload Leader’s Guide 

Download Resource Bundle 
  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

mailto:mloyet@iscucc.org
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KGN_QbMkAiZqiUhTvf8R9TYLntTEOMJI8pLhBrspdqHvFru8eKJhYsCQlfUxKz-Y2EeKeuxlVgaRVo2nHC8x06l5DZ-qPwJzPvr7kBL4YALmOHRzC7DNDbN4JAknwxJHHOoez_Pb2z-A16pQnGwMy-UYFudiHNI40b3R6nc_MhFhuo7kaJKZQFYTm-FXUTMjC27c2535jwCVVQRibDz9xh5_EWq6XNs1jiVo7nHTdW6S_orZbkD3ZnnBjpr2cccIPIHDpcM7yKRNuJqLz2rAwg==&c=XwFx2VIidGwJfm46lbT-OK-ZaKgvzvHgSjQqY2IavUfox8J9LXw0rw==&ch=IrUUEnO9_a_QHxb42S66pQl2JDGzxByDiGXOxz4q3LOjJ3UIhhnXBw==
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Dear Illinois South Conference Members, 

  

The Justice and Mission Team has developed a resource to support local churches in creating 

ministries and mission efforts that serve individuals incarcerated in your community. 

  

This resource includes guidance for churches interested in volunteering or visiting 

correctional facilities, as well as information on the most-needed items to donate. 

Additionally, the final page contains a map of prisons throughout southern Illinois to help 

your church identify facilities located near you. 

  

We encourage you to download this resource and share it with your mission committee. Prison-Ministry-Resources-with-

ISC-IDOC-Map.pdf 
 

Thank you for your continued commitment to living out Jesus’ call in Matthew 25:35-36. “For I was hungry and you gave me 

something to eat, I was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger, and you invited me in, I needed clothes, 

and you clothed me, I was sick, and you looked after me, I was in prison, and you came to visit me.” 

  

Blessings, 

The ISC Justice and Mission Team 

  

 

 

  

 

Upcoming Boundary Training 

for Active or Retired 

Authorized UCC Ministers 

 

Next class- March 3rd and 4th 
 

Click HERE to view a listing of 
dates, times and registration links.   

 

 

  

 

Eden Spring Convocation 2026 
The Church needs prophetic imagination. 
The world needs transformative leadership. 
Join us April 9–10 for Spring Convocation 2026 at Eden Theological Seminary 
— in person or online. 
On Thursday, we gather for: 
• Pre-Convocation Workshop: Church Planting & Growth in the Progressive 
Christian Movement 
• Opening Reception 

• Worship honoring the life and legacy of Walter Brueggemann 
On Friday, we continue with: 
• EBAA Breakfast 
• Keynote Address by Rev. Dr. Wil Gafney — A Womanist Imaginary 
• Global response from Rev. Dr. Allan Boesak 
• Panelists Rev. Dr. Dietra Wise Baker, Rev. Dr. Raquel Lettsome, and Rev. Dr. Cassandra Gould 
• Lunch and storytelling celebrating Walter Brueggemann 
• Closing session: Womanism Embodied Practice and the Prophetic Imagination 
This is more than a convocation. 
It is a call to re-imagine ministry. 
It is a space to belong, to lead, and to thrive. 
Be in the room where theological imagination meets faithful action. 
Be part of the conversation shaping congregations, communities, and the world. 
Registration is now open. Secure your place today! 
https://www.eden.edu/events/spring-convocation-2/ 

  

 

 

  

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KGN_QbMkAiZqiUhTvf8R9TYLntTEOMJI8pLhBrspdqHvFru8eKJhYu8lWlBJYbMU9PI-HYtnkGcFmyiHKOiJBy4Qfoln-iquhekz4mWcerRFKHZhdu_yuH6yBGkwT9TcUbQA3T9klDHQ4og1o7HYY3yeSl_-KT7ImKN_zuEf3cdODvuTdgI2gwlOD_JB-RmHHXrdXBkzUjSvqYi-ghcWt-BAO4mKEyI7C1FiSuk_S2lt6LnH4MHdFoGDMwrhYgh9&c=XwFx2VIidGwJfm46lbT-OK-ZaKgvzvHgSjQqY2IavUfox8J9LXw0rw==&ch=IrUUEnO9_a_QHxb42S66pQl2JDGzxByDiGXOxz4q3LOjJ3UIhhnXBw==
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https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KGN_QbMkAiZqiUhTvf8R9TYLntTEOMJI8pLhBrspdqHvFru8eKJhYu7jsQDFwq7NkxZlrApHbOWV580kurOvBMQcixKzDgaByRXyVOJ-BcE1UFfqcxT5sI3y1-MLsGwsYBGW3EssNa6S3YxjnBq7OuatYwZReuWM9gH98Y7qQeR6XmBf4UvKcccgzigCZRHKvLgxxd6ZHo_XIy_YLXwbDsNvu5jhxqJNCZtKvvmqpJGsuAoi61czbXgOMZaqp8lK&c=XwFx2VIidGwJfm46lbT-OK-ZaKgvzvHgSjQqY2IavUfox8J9LXw0rw==&ch=IrUUEnO9_a_QHxb42S66pQl2JDGzxByDiGXOxz4q3LOjJ3UIhhnXBw==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KGN_QbMkAiZqiUhTvf8R9TYLntTEOMJI8pLhBrspdqHvFru8eKJhYu8lWlBJYbMUvROAGvxq4tLHFUD-U9-G23WxtfOZy6xia8wBedhKQRVVXkJ4D3Te59_NIhz4Ms_BJ8uoVZElAWolvwY2VvtPUuuW_NPJYbfWpuqo-Mhc7kIa0PWlrkSsFfAyuFhvQdo_kuF_BWyBsX9lxTlcfyt49LR_eGa97Y5HYvQ2FGoQ9s16vEJGKOeWEz8DwCriakiEFPKGi6jMdWEBPLl2HdktbeE8GjCyEddqrg04nXwCC1627KiaT2ufVDA9vjnlUZG9BU-LT5D7nHAfTN82frznRssjxYnJ03H0S1aTwuLDmGNVTfpp2bWZEh8jWZGJ1X-oRYef5qQBICN78PDzZq9sSZrdaAHQCxMQfUo9OdrngGXcCnrjpfO0HQ==&c=XwFx2VIidGwJfm46lbT-OK-ZaKgvzvHgSjQqY2IavUfox8J9LXw0rw==&ch=IrUUEnO9_a_QHxb42S66pQl2JDGzxByDiGXOxz4q3LOjJ3UIhhnXBw==


  

Cornerstone Fund - We are proud to help finance Trinity United Church of Christ - Chicago's Imani Village -- which 
supports many programs, including solar power job training! Here's a clip about the program from "Walking the Journey with 
You," our documentary about our partnership with Trinity and Imani. 
See the full film trailer and request a screening here: cornerstonefund.org/imani 

 

  

 

UCC remembers three pillars of faith and justice 
by Donna Jackson | published on Feb 24, 2026 
Nestled in the pages of the Pilgrim Hymnal is a song praising the 
saints of God who “toiled and fought and lived and died for the 
Lord they loved and knew.” 
The United Church of Christ remembers three such saints who 
recently passed away, leaving behind inspiring legacies of love 
and justice for generations to come. 
They are the Rev. Graylan Scott Hagler, 71, who died Feb. 
17; Olgha Sierra Sandman, 98, who died Jan. 27; and, the Rev. 
Donald G. Stoner, 91, who died Jan. 23. (Click each name to 
read their full obituaries.) 
Read the full article 

  

 

 

  

 

A Crisis of Hope 
by Shari Prestemon | published on Feb 23, 2026 
It was the most striking, and most sobering, part of our visits with partners in Palestine last 
month. The undeniable decay of hope. The honest telling of the despair that was slowly 
taking hold. 

 
“I am 67 years old. I used to have hope. Now I have lost hope.” 

 
“Sometimes we abuse the word ‘hope’. Naïve hope –just saying ‘hope’ without giving people the tools [to live]– actually does 

harm.” 
 

“I have hope. With difficulty.” 
 

Read on>> 

  

 

 

  

 

Gateway ONA Annual Convocation 
Saturday, March 7, 2026 
Doors open at 8:00 AM and light breakfast food available; Worship will begin at 9:00 
AM. Ending at 3:00 PM 
Place: Parkway UCC on Ballas Road, St. Louis, MO 
Theme: "ONA: Sacred, Seen, and Called" 
Keynote Speaker: Rev. Derek Terry, Interim Executive Director of the Open and 
Affirming Coalition of the United Church of Christ 

2025 General Synod - Derek Terry Full Speech 
Registration Link: https://www.zeffy.com/.../open-and-affirming-annual... 
Any questions, contact Lorin Cope at buckeyeohio@hotmail.com or 314-772-4772 
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ISC Pride March Meeting 
Our next ISC Pride meeting will be held on Sunday, March 15, 2026 at 7:00 pm via Zoom. During this gathering, we will be 
spending time discussing Rainbow Camp, which ISC Pride assists in organizing in partnership with the Illinois South 
Conference. With camp dates set for August 7–8, 2026 at the Dubois Center, this meeting will be an important opportunity for 
those interested in supporting, planning, and promoting this vibrant ministry to get involved. 
If possible, I would appreciate including the meeting date and time, along with a brief note that we will be focusing on 
Rainbow Camp planning and coordination. This is a meaningful collaboration between ISC Pride and the Conference, and 
we are eager to broaden engagement. 
 
The next ISC Pride meeting will be held March 15, 2025, at 7:00 pm via Zoom. The meeting link can be received by 
contacting Rev. Tim Powers-Reed at illinitchr@gmail.com. 

 

  

 

2026 PAAM Convocation registration is now open! 
Pacific Islander and Asian American Ministries of the UCC 2026 Convocation 
Theme: Josiah Generation: Going Deeper in Faith 
Irvine United Congregational Church, California 
June 24-27, 2026 
 
This gathering will be a time for spiritual nurture, inspiring worship, workshops, breaking 
bread together, fellowship and deepening our cross-cultural and inter-generational 
ministries. Hope to receive your registration information soon! 
Click items below for details: 

• PAAM official website 

• Registration form 

• 2026 PAAM FAQs 

• 2026 PAAM Lodging Information 

Follow our PAAM Facebook page for the updates, and contact your regional representative for details: Rev. Charing Wei-

Jen Chen (陳煒仁 / 查) (he/him), PAAM Annual Convocation Midwest Region PAAM Representative or Mitchi Reyes, Chair of 

Planning Committee. 

  

 

 

  

 

UCC Database is open for Yearbook information entry as of January 26th 
 

Emails with instructions for Yearbook Reporting were sent to the churches on Friday, 
January 23rd. We are so grateful 

for your efforts in helping us to keep 
records up to date. Thank you!  

Questions- reach out to Debbie at dkesner@iscucc.org. 
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Contribute to the emerging future of Global Ministries! Join an online roundtable 
conversation with Rev. Dr. Lisa Withrow to help shape a faithful, forward-looking strategic 
plan. 
RSVP to LRwithrow@gmail.com to receive the Zoom link or to request the questions for 
submitting written reflections. 

March 5 at 10:00 a.m. CT 
Learn more at: https://www.globalministries.org/global-ministries.../ 

  

 

 

Global Ministries Job Openings: 
-Global Engagement and Logistics Manager Global Ministries is seeking a dynamic and detail-oriented Global 
Engagement and Logistics Manager to oversee the administration of the People-to-People Pilgrimage program, coordinate 
interpretation for staff, mission co-workers, and international partners throughout the life of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) and United Church of Christ and provide logistical support for organizational events. Download job description 

-Accounting Clerk The Accounting Clerk supports the financial operations of the organization by performing routine 
accounting tasks, maintaining accurate financial records, and assisting with reporting and compliance requirements. This 
position plays a vital role in ensuring the financial integrity and transparency expected of a nonprofit 
organization. Location: Indianapolis, Indiana Status: Exempt, Full-time (hybrid) Download job description 

 

  

 

ISC Hunger Action Team - Facing Hunger in Your Community 
 

  

 

The Hunger Action Team would like to recognize CONCORDIA UCC, MILLSTADT for their 
continued support of local families in need. Proceeds from the Men’s Club “CHILI COOK 
OFF” were donated to the Millstadt Food Pantry. This $550 donation will help feed 80 families in 
the Millstadt area. Pictured: Men’s Club members presenting a check to Barbara Sparkman from 
the Millstadt Food Pantry. 
Thanks, Concordia -Neighbors helping neighbors, such as blessing! 

By sharing your stories of being in service to others, you shine God's Light to all 
of us in the ISC and beyond! Click below... 

  

 

...share stories of fighting hunger in YOUR community.  
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News from DuBois Center 
 

  

 

DuBois Center needs your TLC! 
TWO Service Saturdays- 

March 7th AND May 9th 
Youth and adult fellowship groups, families, individuals, everyone is invited to lend a 
helping hand as we prepare our facilities for the busy spring and summer season. 
Projects vary, depending on the skills of workers and the weather, but a tired muscle 
or two and a great sense of satisfaction are guaranteed. There is wood to be 
stacked, leaves to be raked and buildings to be cleaned and painted. There are 
carpentry projects, as well as others requiring special skills. The work may not be 
glamorous, but it makes a BIG DIFFERENCE! 
We’ll provide lunch, so please RSVP here so we can make sure we have enough 
food for everyone! Check out the links below for more information: 

• Typical Schedule and What to Bring 

• Directions and Map to DuBois Center 
 

 

 

 

Join us for our 
Father-Daughter Day 

 
Saturday April 11th 

9am-4pm 
 
We'll have brunch, fun camp activities, and faith-time with Rev. Phil 
Barbier! 
We'll be exploring Matthew 7:7, "Ask and it will be given to you; seek 
and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you." 
For more information or to 
register: https://duboiscenter.org/retreats/dbc-retreats/ 

  

 

 

 
 

~2026~ 

DuBois Center 

Spring Events 

 
 

REGISTRATION OPEN ! 

 
 
 

More Info Here 
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MORE than just another SUMMER JOB! 
Energetic, child-focused, fun-loving with a heart for ministry – sound like you or 
someone you know? Consider whether an amazing summer at DuBois Center might 
be the opportunity you have been looking for. We are looking for dedicated individuals 
ages 18+ to be cabin counselors/activity leaders! FAITH. FUN. HARD WORK. 
GREAT FRIENDS. LONG HOURS. AMAZING MEMORIES. Gain practical 
experience, build your resume and make a difference in the lives of hundreds of kids! 
Job descriptions and application packets are available at duboiscenter.org/summer-
camp-staff/. Season runs May 26 – July 24. Questions? Contact us 
at director@DuBoisCenter.org or 618-787-2202 

  

 

 

Summer Camp Registration 2026 

 
For more info on summer camp sessions: https://duboiscenter.org/summer-camps/ 
To 
register: https://cwngui.campwise.com/apps/onlinereg/pages/Index.html?AppID=DuBoisCtr!d8b2c5&LocCde=CA0000
&CustRes=Customer/DuBois 
 

Here's the Summer Camp Schedule updated Tuesday, February 24th! 
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Council for Health and Human 

Services Ministry News 

 

  

 

  

 

Sustaining the Leaders Who Sustain the 
Mission 
This month, Jamar Doyle, CHHSM president and CEO, focuses on something that sits 
at the center of long-term sustainability yet is often the hardest to prioritize: the well-
being and resilience of leaders and caregivers themselves. Read   

 

 

  

 

Hitz Memorial Home 
Stone Garden Project 

Learn how to purchase an engraved brick or tile to help create and expand a 
beautiful, permanent stone garden on the grounds of Hitz Memorial Home 
which will serve as a lasting tribute. Hitz Stone Garden Project Info 

  

 

 

   

The Gathering: Many Gifts, One Spirit 
The Gathering 2026: Many Gifts, One Spirit is the perfect opportunity to network with 
peers. Haven't registered? Register today for The Gathering. 
  
The Gathering offers our members an opportunity to connect in person for fellowship 
and learning. Meet up at our networking receptions and special events and explore 
Indianapolis together during the Dine Around event. View the full schedule to plan 
your own time, including the keynote speakers. 
 

Haven’t registered? The time is now, so reserve your spot. Then, secure your room at the Hyatt Regency in Indianapolis, Ind. 
The discounted room block closes after March 1. Learn more on the Logistics page about the hotel and The Gathering event 
app. 
  
Continuing education credits are available! Learn more about our workshop sessions and continuing education credits.  
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Nollau Institute Class of 2026-27 
The Council for Health & Human Service Ministries (CHHSM) 
1st Retreat: May 18-22, 2026  
2nd Retreat: October 5–9, 2026 
CHHSM Annual Gathering: March 15-19, 2027 
 
Enrollment is currently open for the next class of the Nollau Leadership Institute. 
CHHSM’s signature health and human service leadership program has graduated 
some 300-plus participants as Diakonal Ministers in the past 20 years.  
Details: 
The program consists of two in-person retreats at Bellwether Farm, online interactions 
in between the retreats, and an additional day of programming at the 2027 CHHSM 

Annual Gathering, which includes the commissioning of the class as Diakonal Ministers.  
2026-27 Schedule: 
1st Retreat: May 18-22, 2026  
2nd Retreat: October 5–9, 2026 
CHHSM Annual Gathering: March 15-19, 2027 
Location Information: 
Retreat Center: Bellwether Farm, 4655 SR-60, Wakeman, OH 44889 
Annual Gathering: Location to be announced in March 2026. Read more 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 
 
 
St. John's Community Care Volunteers Needed! 
St. John's CC is in great need of volunteers to serve as 
receptionists, program assistants, and/or to assist with craft 
activities, and craft clean-up. Call 618-344-5008 to 
volunteer! 

 

  

 

Our ISC Churches News + Events 
 

  

 

St. Peter UCC Red Bud Fish Fry 
February 27th and March 13, 4-7pm. 
Indoor Dine-in or Carry-Out. Cod, Catfish, Shrimp, and Chicken Strips plus sides. 
Call 618-282-2417 for carry-outs. 
415 Madison St., Red Bud, IL 62278 
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Christ UCC Dupo Wurstmarkt 
Sunday, March 15th 11:30 am - 3:00 pm while supplies last $15/plate, 
Kids ages 5-11 $6 
Carry-out or Dine-in: outdoor seating available. 220 S. 3rd St., Dupo, IL 

 

  

 

Immanuel UCC Hamel Chicken Dinner 
Sunday, March 22 11:30am - 4:30pm Carry-Out only. The menu is included on 
the flyer, along with mention of the Quilt Raffle with 2nd prize a TV, and 3rd prize 
a $50 gift card. We will also have a basket raffle this year again. Something for 
everyone!! 5838 Staunton Rd, Edwardsville, IL 618-633-2277   

 

 

Are you interested in Pulpit Supply? 
 

Reach out via email to the 
ISC Committee 

on Ministry Co-chairs. 
 

Rev. Lisa Hart- lisa@revhart.net 
Mark Walz- mewalz5925@hotmail.com 

  

 

 

   

If you are reading a print version of the ISC Weekly Connection, consider 
scanning the QR code or click HERE and subscribe to receive upcoming issues 
straight to your email inbox. Not only does this ensure you won't miss an issue 
but it gives opportunity to click on the links to full articles, webinar registration 
sites, and more. It only takes a minute to sign up. Reach out to Missy at 618-
654-2125 or mloyet@iscucc.org with any questions or with news for 
the Weekly Connection. 

 

Click to submit your EVENTS + NEWS to the Weekly Connection 

 

 

  

 

Opportunities + Resources 
 

  

 

Part-time Organist/Pianist - Friedens UCC Marissa  

 

Part-time Music Leader - St. Paul UCC Pinckneyville  

Part-time Bookkeeper - St. John UCC Fairview Heights  

Part-time Facilities Manager - St. Paul UCC Belleville  

Contemporary Band Leader - St. Paul UCC Waterloo  

Contemporary Keyboard Musician - St. Paul UCC Waterloo  
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Contact Us - Your OCWM Monies at Work 
 

  

 

Please call (618) 654-2125 before coming to the Conference Office or make an appointment with a staff member using the 
emails below. 
For the work of Conference teams and committees or for financial matters (in terms of your church's giving to the Conference or 
OCWM), contact Debbie Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org. 
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or Weekly Connection, contact Missy 
Loyet at mloyet@iscucc.org. 
For DuBois Center Co-Executive Directors, contact Jason Petry or Leah Petry at director@DuBoisCenter.org or (618) 787-
2202 ext. 2 for Jason or ext. 3 for Leah. 
For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions or ISC program registrations, contact Julie 
Riechmann at 
jriechmann@iscucc.org or (618) 357-1809. 
For Rev. Shana Johnson, ISC Conference Minister, contact her at sjohnson@iscucc.org or (618) 882-8247. 

 

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and 
Illinois South Conference of the UCC 

Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ does not 
discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, or gender identity. To 
the extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, mental, emotional, medical, or dietary 
needs. 

 

Illinois South Conference    Back Bay Mission   CHHSM    
 

Deaconess Foundation    Deaconess Nurse Ministry    DuBois Center    
 

Eden Theological Seminary    Emmaus Homes    Hitz Memorial Home 
 

Hoyleton Youth & Family     Unleashing Potential 
 

Pension Board-UCC    St. John's Community Care    UCC Insurance Board 
 

Uplands Village    UCC Campus Ministry    Uni-Pres Kindercottage   
UCC Newsletter 
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