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ISC W.I.S.E. Team Message 
 

  

Dear Clergy of Illinois South, 
 
Grace and peace to you. 
 
At our December WISE Team meeting, we reflected on the importance of 
community in sustaining clergy wellbeing. We were reminded that learning 

together can be a source of renewal, encouragement, and strength amid the many demands of ministry. 
 
One of our team members, Angela Nolan, has connected with a mental health professional who is interested in partnering with 
the conference to offer supportive learning opportunities for clergy. As we discern what offerings would be most helpful, we 
would greatly value your input. 
 
We invite you to prayerfully consider which practices or skills might bring you support or relief at this time. These could include 
areas such as organization, vision casting, team building, conflict resolution, re-centering, de-escalation, leadership, or other 
needs you are currently experiencing. 
 
Please share your thoughts by Friday, January 30, by emailing Angela Nolan at anolan@eden.edu. 
 
Your feedback will help guide our efforts as we seek to care for one another and strengthen our shared ministry. 
 
With gratitude for your faithfulness and care, 
 
Blessings, 
The ISC WISE Team 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Please Remember in Your Prayers this Week... 
 

  
 

  

St. John UCC, Mascoutah- 
Rev. Cherie (Rev. Paul Burden) Hambleton 

  

St. John's UCC, Midway of Moro- 
Rev. Lori (Wayne) Schafer 

 

Retired Pastor- Rev. David (Kathryn) Riebeling 
  

Rosemary Oglesby- prayers for a quick and 
full recovery following knee surgery. 

  

Sending prayers for our ISC Members in 
Discernment. May God shine light on the paths 
of Kathleen Gallivan and Angela Nolan, 
granting them clarity, openness, and peace as 
they make choices on their journey in harmony 
with God's plan. 

 

Submit prayer requests here 
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UCC Global, National, + Regional News 
 

  

 

STRONGER TOGETHER 
All who believed were together and had all things in common 

-Acts 2:44 
 

Drawing inspiration from Acts 2, this year's Day of Discipleship serves as a 
profound reminder that, as disciples of faith, we are Stronger Together through 
sharing our distinctive talents, worshiping collectively, engaging in prayer and 
fellowship, song and Word. Workshop offerings will encompass a variety of areas, 
including worship, programming, leadership, and outreach. This shared journey in 
faith and community illustrates the remarkable power of unity and underscores 
how each of us contributes to uplift the Church. 
 

Saturday, March 21, 2026 - St. John UCC, Mascoutah 
Registration opening February 1st 

  

 

 

Meet our Day of Discipleship Keynote Speaker - Rev. Dr. Jeff Moore 
An ordained United Church of Christ Minister with partner status in the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), Jeff has been pastor of Webster Groves Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) since March of 2008. Jeff has a Bachelor of Science in Outdoor Leadership 
from Aurora University, Master of Divinity and Doctor of Ministry degrees from Eden 
Theological Seminary, and a PhD from the University of KwaZulu-Natal in South Africa. 
His Doctor of Ministry work focused on the question of “Christian Connectedness,” and 
explored this from biblical and liberation standpoints in conversation with the poetry of 
Guatemalan poet and theologian, Julia Esquivel. Jeff’s PhD dissertation focused on 
Theological Education in the Lesotho Evangelical Church as it relates to the church’s 
vision and commitment to “abundant life” (John 10:10), and presents a descriptive study 
following a three-year program of ethnographic and theological research in Lesotho, 
southern Africa. 
 
Jeff has served UCC congregations in Mascoutah, Illinois, Darmstadt and Biddleborn, 
Illinois, and Pana and Dollville, Illinois. He has served as Director of Outdoor Ministries in 
the Rocky Mountain Conference, UCC, and from 2003-2007 served, along with his spouse, Susan, as a Common Global 
Ministries Missionary in Lesotho. While in Lesotho Jeff taught at Morija Theological Seminary and the National University of 
Lesotho; served as the HIV and AIDS Coordinator for the Lesotho Evangelical Church; and served as Interim Pastor for 
Maseru United Church – an international, nondenominational congregation. Upon his return to the United States, Jeff lived 
and taught on campus at Eden Theological Seminary, where he was Missionary in Residence during the 2007-2008 academic 
year. Jeff has continued to teach Biblical Studies and Ministry Studies courses as an adjunct to the Eden faculty, and teaches 
Biblical Studies and Theology courses as an adjunct to the Saint Louis University faculty. 
 
His research interests include the book of Revelation, International Contextual Biblical Interpretation, and the works of J.R.R. 
Tolkien. Jeff has taught and presented in these areas in over a dozen countries on five continents. 
In addition to his pastorate at Webster Groves Christian Church, Jeff served as part-time Interim Minister at Memorial 
Boulevard Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) from 2020 to 2022, and he serves as Chaplain for Doorways, a housing and 
healthcare agency for people living with HIV & AIDS. 
 
He enjoys reading, the outdoors, and riding his motorcycles whenever he can. 
 
Jeff and Susan have three adult children – Abigail, Daniel, and Khotso. 

 

  

 



New Health and Human Service Sunday Resources Focus on Good News 
Expressed in the Ordinary 
January 13, 2026 | Barb Powell 
The UCC Council for Health and Human Service Ministries (CHHSM) recently 
released resources for Health and Human Service Sunday, which takes place Jan. 25, 
2026, the Third Sunday after Epiphany. The resources help UCC churches, CHHSM 
members, and friends bring the message of serving leadership and support for all health 
and human service workers to their local congregations and worship services. 

This year’s resources are based on the day’s scriptures: Isaiah 9:1-14; Psalm 27:1; 1Cor. 1:10-18; and Mt 4:12-23. They 
include liturgical elements and prayers, as well as an optional meditation in the worship materials. Especially now, it is worth 
remembering that the word liturgy means “work of the people.” This special Sunday is a way to celebrate the healing work of 
not only CHHSM member agencies, but all of those on the frontlines of health and human services in our UCC and partner 
congregations.  

  

 

 

  

 

The Amazing People of the Illinois South 
Conference 
 
On Sunday, January 18th, the beautiful people 
of St John Mascoutah, through the planning of 
their Missions & UCC Relations Ministry, filled 
200 bags for the homeless! Bags included: 
deodorant, soft toothbrush, toothpaste, men's 
socks, shampoo, Band-aids, disposable razors, 
brush/comb, Chapstick, washcloths, bar soap, 
protein bars, cheese/peanut butter crackers, 
mints, cough drops, gum, nail clippers, hand 
wipes or gloves. They were donated to Mom's 
on a Mission in Dupo. This is an annual event 
for St John that all ages enjoy! 

 

Reading Into the New Year: Not Just for Kids Children's Book Edition 
Jan 22, 2026 02:30 PM Central 
Join author Becky Manfredini and illustrator-writer, Meredith Gould, as they discuss their 
decades-long friendship that culminated in developing a children’s book series published by 
The Pilgrim Press: Slug and Snail Search for Home, Slug and Snail Search for Love, and Slug 
and Snail Search for Peace. They’ll share the inspiration for creating the main characters, Slug 

and Snail, two BFFs who search for the meaning of home, love, and peace. Learn More and Register 

  

 

 

Beyond Don’t Sleep with the Sheep: Boundary Training for Clergy  
Through Eden Theological Seminary 
Online- January 23, 2026, 9am-3pm CT 
 
Together, we’ll look at power and positional authority, historical impact, and our roles as leaders within 
congregations and the communities we are called to serve. Attend this 5-hour Boundary Training, receive a 

certificate after thinking critically about who you are in the work, and who you want to be.  
 
Come prepared to learn about power and oppression, clergy ethics and ministerial boundaries: both online in the public square, 
and in your contextualized locations. Participants will leave with a personal code of ethics based on ministerial codes. Clergy 
may attend for $50, and can register here.  

  

 

 

 

Additional Upcoming Boundary Training for Active or Retired Authorized UCC Ministers. Click HERE to view a listing of 
dates, times and registration links. 
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Gateway ONA Annual Convocation 
Saturday, March 7, 2026 
Doors open at 8:00 AM and light breakfast food available; Worship will begin at 
9:00 AM. Ending at 3:00 PM 
Place: Parkway UCC on Ballas Road, St. Louis, MO 
Theme: "ONA: Sacred, Seen, and Called" 
Keynote Speaker: Rev. Derek Terry, Interim Executive Director of the Open and 
Affirming Coalition of the United Church of Christ 

2025 General Synod - Derek Terry Full Speech 
The Eden Seminary Bookstore will again be on site with lots of resources 
Registration information will be sent in mid-January. If you have event questions or 
if you believe you are not on the Gateway ONA monthly mailing list and would like 
to register for this event, please send an emailed request 
to: buckeyeohio@hotmail.com. Cost: $25 per person 

 

 

 

 

The 2026 Climate hope Art Contest! 
Today, we officially launch the 2026 Climate Hope Art Contest for children and youth! 
The theme this year is “A Future with Hope.” Children and youth are invited to draw, 
paint, or color works of art that bring this theme to life. We will have winners for different 
age groups and an overall winner who will receive an all-expense paid trip to visit 
Washington, DC with a parent or guardian. 
  
Register your congregation now to participate! 
  
We’ll accept art submissions from February 6th to March 20th.  

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

This Month at the United Nations 
Join us to learn more about what the UCC does at the United Nations! 
February 3rd 1:00 pm Central 
 
Hear updates from the UCC Main Representative to the UN, Donna Bollinger, on 
program updates, our interfaith and ecumenical partners, and upcoming events. 
 
There will be time set aside during the meeting so that we can hear from YOU on 
these topics and how we can help to amplify the work our local congregations and 
partners are doing in the community. Register 

  

 

 

Global Ministries Job Openings: 
-Global Engagement and Logistics Manager Global Ministries is seeking a dynamic and detail-oriented Global Engagement 
and Logistics Manager to oversee the administration of the People-to-People Pilgrimage program, coordinate interpretation 
for staff, mission co-workers, and international partners throughout the life of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and 
United Church of Christ and provide logistical support for organizational events. Download job description 

-Accounting Clerk The Accounting Clerk supports the financial operations of the organization by performing routine accounting 
tasks, maintaining accurate financial records, and assisting with reporting and compliance requirements. This position plays a 
vital role in ensuring the financial integrity and transparency expected of a nonprofit organization. Location: Indianapolis, 
Indiana Status: Exempt, Full-time (hybrid) Download job description 
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ISC Hunger Action Team - Facing Hunger in Your Community 
 

  

 

  

 

The Hunger Action Team would like to recognize Zion UCC, Marion for their 
new Community “Blessing Box” 
As the needs of their community are growing, Zion’s Mission Team decided that they 
need a larger “Blessing Box”. Plans were made to relocate it to the edge of the 
Church’s East parking lot off Cherry Street, to make it safer for filling and to lower the 
box so it is easier to access from a wheelchair. In December, those plan were 
realized when the new “Blessing Box” was designed, built and installed by the 
Marion High School Building Trades Class. Thank you to Lester James and his high 
school class for their work and to Grayson Gile for preparing the space where the 
box was installed. Zion members are invited to donate nonperishable food, hygiene 

products, and warm clothing. Heartfelt thanks to Zion for serving others, as stewards of God’s Grace under the leadership of 
pastor and teacher, Rev. John Holst. 

By sharing your stories of being in service to others, you shine God's Light to all of us in the ISC and 
beyond! Click below... 

  

 

...share stories of fighting hunger in YOUR community. 

 

 

  

 

News from DuBois Center 
 

  

 

 
New Merch Added! 
Visit our online store for sling bags, travel mugs, and tote bags! 
https://www.bonfire.com/store/dubois-center-merch/ 
All proceeds benefit your favorite camp & retreat center! 

  

 

 

  

 

This is us hollering across the lake, through the timber, and all 
across ISC land - 204 CAMPERS HAVE ALREADY SIGNED 
UP!!!!! 
Check the updated Summer Camp schedule below and 
REGISTER NOW by 
clicking https://duboiscenter.org/summer-camps/ 
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https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gKNTnVXY7wzxYOAkbWgL38uZjEjhrbTlZ97URJiXE6B-xUAzeIqC-y7uVPJpPzy7OSBKX4y5lvaa8z7gWZg-E2rwz1LCY0qC7z-Rsz0aWtwIMH2nv2JKXv8AvqcaEv5pTHrJ_j6xGw6N_e4AHf4JsryUifB7gHr15syO5zBpqtQUxXbLBRyAqyLNK5760N2O8VcWq1lg9HdMEE65ELDn81dPBdD6YL8UdawrhVlbAlGDOXxbL2D78IbiWl0xpNi8VYktypcA6_5v1xRkwWNeQzcmkdCjy-_UrEvQ211XmOkFjV77sYrA1lNUPaRfhRGv7BaA0BfGN-y6PRdflFyA2g0lySVREcM4KGizxNLoUAHnDRD1uSQyNZft7Vbat4MJRICWIU6Q6ZTFESH7-PAFeyjj7Qkt3FNK5_hBErcxHoRuMtN8JEMq03vCjhPsIusYli5FDPb0MGlhWKJf8R7seeT00G8CHB8RLUeHyWS7RLGm06Nq9B23s6wY7SnBrShNlK4PmzWrUd4xl83xEN3rDCO1KAMO-Mbnu6lp4JJD5U7OFhArispWs-rWnVINr-GFJdur_0aIw_o5Tvtfr14dHU31f4XmGaywIPu7KqqAy4rtOHLIsALGf_RSb5Sa6Lk5SzD-E7pSgIBXh58kz7F0tESypa1NH0M1rsO3yluRZIe5xFZTfbfZgrg4iTkIJkh04FXE3wwvDYbYRbVpXioN0tSfdC0N3p-sidptctLpXqZNj7Ol8Gv3usI75dM0rkjCMkE933080jonM6rE3jGvOhJ2umviuuYK9sWvc-bk65tAcZ7m_XGJ0t2Ex_3HC2PMOTXzt6OBSpQbdPJ-R9HVlFedVHb7UM2YgKwAQ62XkTIiO3a3eecKW3i7TAZRW7oDRpGa5khVMUq0h1yQWCLLLP_HUevjXPH9mPQVY3Peleqmryl5lLnh3v_UeGtN6gZQb8da4FNpl1Ft5sV7vvEYuAYGO6UK8Bof1n6wZbymAGYIee1IMYbDsKrUp1yf45WkzGhHwLz0VIE=&c=-wrFiH6-TFhQzqKjRQSBBVaH2-ef7ACSdffN9DN3fKgO-QgXzVQZsw==&ch=RHMpq_77kt9j57HQESJhTD1V0K5gC7fO0aIpKqQv3PIUWU4cTbIY2A==


   

DuBois Center needs your TLC! 
March 7th SERVICE SATURDAY 

Youth and adult fellowship groups, families, individuals, everyone is invited to lend a helping hand as we prepare our facilities 
for the busy spring and summer season. Projects vary, depending on the skills of workers and the weather, but a tired muscle 
or two and a great sense of satisfaction are guaranteed. There is wood to be stacked, leaves to be raked and buildings to be 
cleaned and painted. There are carpentry projects, as well as others requiring special skills. The work may not be glamorous, 
but it makes a BIG DIFFERENCE! 
We’ll provide lunch, so please RSVP here so we can make sure we have enough food for everyone! Check out the links 
below for more information: 

Typical Schedule and What to Bring 
Directions and Map to DuBois Center 

 

 
 

~2026~ 

DuBois Center 

Spring Events 
 
 

REGISTRATION OPENED JANUARY 
1st ! 

 
 
 

More Info Here 

 

 

 

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gKNTnVXY7wzxYOAkbWgL38uZjEjhrbTlZ97URJiXE6B-xUAzeIqC-w4Ft0OBGaDO83e4BTAfSYtYg3ZZbdfxj2vlCAA90DP7hYokxTdrsGL_Jx3UQNCYewvzYkxKKhF_5IOLXWzeoJW7merBRR1JEfd7HgkYWtTy7IkWoyS4wQrV5rrrOnF8JfcVCj05L4xd7VklVE6A5BkPYucc7rRnuMLD8ToC0PgpCo8r3Ty8513PQt7apnOiTNtSZX6TBKaRZ1-GPiFkfFC2Tf4ow48S9SX_cfK0cw9X4e3tcWQJve49JF9PSw5bkA==&c=-wrFiH6-TFhQzqKjRQSBBVaH2-ef7ACSdffN9DN3fKgO-QgXzVQZsw==&ch=RHMpq_77kt9j57HQESJhTD1V0K5gC7fO0aIpKqQv3PIUWU4cTbIY2A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gKNTnVXY7wzxYOAkbWgL38uZjEjhrbTlZ97URJiXE6B-xUAzeIqC-w4Ft0OBGaDOaRGKaDdi10bgHCBx2XA7oIqqOVtplD63RNh5I0Orrj8ZwC_hkHZ_A89scvNVfNUGVzWzqSi5HrINNMTySbev1eKBDfZOZjaH4izZPj9dIP-OHOLqTU_027lvxkY7HrAR6q2uD0c0eL-wral3VV5mdny_HyDLDWwQQKU8K9iyRap8p9zimFDNSLEmYtiUSQEY&c=-wrFiH6-TFhQzqKjRQSBBVaH2-ef7ACSdffN9DN3fKgO-QgXzVQZsw==&ch=RHMpq_77kt9j57HQESJhTD1V0K5gC7fO0aIpKqQv3PIUWU4cTbIY2A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gKNTnVXY7wzxYOAkbWgL38uZjEjhrbTlZ97URJiXE6B-xUAzeIqC-w4Ft0OBGaDOwefQ50a3Qp126h6D3eNH4zrNEKx9ovqcoNcSP9bjEHBqbHY_vXhjpqa4HCYJVe2-uG428ZSrWApwpVUF8wm6NiybmMQWn1P2oIOmkoyoPZtLCfcKqMPQpyLkr0R2_lGtfsrAeJejvn4i8HXjFCNZ5eHHSUKUz3GY1Z85LA0ndSXw606w-SSYntOK-eOchbae&c=-wrFiH6-TFhQzqKjRQSBBVaH2-ef7ACSdffN9DN3fKgO-QgXzVQZsw==&ch=RHMpq_77kt9j57HQESJhTD1V0K5gC7fO0aIpKqQv3PIUWU4cTbIY2A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gKNTnVXY7wzxYOAkbWgL38uZjEjhrbTlZ97URJiXE6B-xUAzeIqC-5-ci0zdgQEXeGZpJ3y5vKUxsUmgJ_MkT1i1RYFGmEEhkBH4x5b4qCvXAUI1s9txdCia5fRKDqkt8PUTv5l3Fq4w6w_bD4BIaIUSIot7g0jBnSl_59v93imtt6v2IgyldA==&c=-wrFiH6-TFhQzqKjRQSBBVaH2-ef7ACSdffN9DN3fKgO-QgXzVQZsw==&ch=RHMpq_77kt9j57HQESJhTD1V0K5gC7fO0aIpKqQv3PIUWU4cTbIY2A==


We are looking for a housekeeper to join us in our Ministry of 
Hospitality! 
This part-time position is a critical piece of the experience we 
provide for our guests. 
Flexible Hours! Gorgeous workplace views! For more information 
or to apply: https://duboiscenter.org/support-staff/ 

  

 

  
   

Council for Health and Human 
Services Ministry News 

 

  

 

Deaconess Foundation Invests $450,000 in Innovative Community-Stewarded Funds January 13, 
2026 | CHHSM-Member Ministry Contribution As part of Deaconess Foundation’s strategic approach to 
advancing liberation in seven generations, it recently invested $450,000 in two innovative community-stewarded 
funds: NextGen Grantmakers and the Seniors Community Revitalization and Development Fund (Seniors 
Community Fund). Both initiatives put funding decisions into the hands of the people—in this case, young people 
and older adults—who are part of the generations for which they are providing solutions. 
NextGen Grantmakers is a transformative, youth-stewarded fund, launched in partnership by Vision for Children 
at Risk (VCR) and Deaconess Foundation, that places funding decisions in the hands of young changemakers. 
$100,000 in grant funds was awarded to five organizations that fall within NextGen Grantmakers’ priority areas. 
The funding was awarded to: 

• Gentle Men of Vision 
• DePaul USA 
• Dream Builders 4 Equity 
• Hope Creates 
• Opportunity House 

The Seniors Community Fund is a community-led fund that was launched in partnership by the Community 
Health Commission of Missouri (CHCM) and Deaconess Foundation, which is based in St. Louis. It is led by a 
Senior Advisory Board, composed of adults 55 years and older, who selected a group of 14 grant recipients that 
operate in areas including safety, transportation, and health navigation support. The grant recipients include: 

• Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House 
• Mission: St. Louis 
• Rebuilding Together Saint Louis 
• Hitz Memorial Home 
• Ignite Hope’s Wheels of Connection 
• Mercy Hospital St. Louis Senior Transportation Assistance 
• St. Louis Society for the Blind and Visually Impaired 
• Rx Outreach 
• Vitendo 4 Africa 
• Housing Provided for the Elderly, Inc (HOPE) 
• Claudie’s Urban Community Gardens 
• Criminal Justice Ministry 
• Guardian Angel Settlement Association  
• St. Louis Health Equipment Lending Program (STLHELP) 

Learn more about the Seniors Community Fund and NextGen Grantmakers grant recipients here. 
 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gKNTnVXY7wzxYOAkbWgL38uZjEjhrbTlZ97URJiXE6B-xUAzeIqC--Hb3keQqHri0mNnMTtdatm82XLf2ZUOkTJwn7TsTiSRZw_fvHGSCgRLUa0LU81v_1dx6WQBany-fBVzYJxp_insLKnERjjubxH80_lmS2g8khuPN0FZeZgU6Yl3IasbK_p7k9QGSaju86nkYNpQOxITYVtAlLFi39QvNpit_DW9pJq4UbEF-D87NigkwIlqj3kLKZbmZ-GAbzk46XE4CNPJmG0ee7hLM4w_WeOaln_mBYvwduT0ZneXuQ7JdEQSGuCwARdGPWEGusCJvdihw2MNllnNKxmtzADWxgfsyuvZwttCxXyR-xvUX7ECug1CZJF8mWXQK5pefIUhFSr63rZ_QmZUqcUyJbHYyGyn_ApPVZty-dWtuCo=&c=-wrFiH6-TFhQzqKjRQSBBVaH2-ef7ACSdffN9DN3fKgO-QgXzVQZsw==&ch=RHMpq_77kt9j57HQESJhTD1V0K5gC7fO0aIpKqQv3PIUWU4cTbIY2A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gKNTnVXY7wzxYOAkbWgL38uZjEjhrbTlZ97URJiXE6B-xUAzeIqC--GrmlmO62PS6ei5xsVcTfbiUkvCV0U0-zJSOwPWPVqmD6UcYrAUkGwg6FDF1afYwCcdaS7dk76KYUsdKmo4PayS5lp1D-A6OdCn3VNtU6Wsrgm-FcbRtY8D655LdMpoYNNBNee9NWl7&c=-wrFiH6-TFhQzqKjRQSBBVaH2-ef7ACSdffN9DN3fKgO-QgXzVQZsw==&ch=RHMpq_77kt9j57HQESJhTD1V0K5gC7fO0aIpKqQv3PIUWU4cTbIY2A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gKNTnVXY7wzxYOAkbWgL38uZjEjhrbTlZ97URJiXE6B-xUAzeIqC-_1EBHAv95GtPTlz1-U2KK5lEGyhl_ZxR-LAt7902a_Q7-lKTf0-k3wJg0koQMYclZJgIvprUyCDIQtYPlD71j_J7yr4r_KazFAjNQZjfYdjhuVY5mlAqD-Nhjet7RwtcKDPJAcXsVMTcbnscpx4_TYugbgIX3ScEyT8piEBtjZj_rTk2Gf4DdOY1vhzXM7ZeQ==&c=-wrFiH6-TFhQzqKjRQSBBVaH2-ef7ACSdffN9DN3fKgO-QgXzVQZsw==&ch=RHMpq_77kt9j57HQESJhTD1V0K5gC7fO0aIpKqQv3PIUWU4cTbIY2A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gKNTnVXY7wzxYOAkbWgL38uZjEjhrbTlZ97URJiXE6B-xUAzeIqC--Hb3keQqHriLZZOzCr-eDSfBQWIXxQhPhvwpqeCSILMR0JSo6s6LZw7qwN3SkWStJDpcCM_7fGG5iAKfCFpWRlPfKe4DUHEH2K_ZuHGDWBp0ZI_4YyS-G8=&c=-wrFiH6-TFhQzqKjRQSBBVaH2-ef7ACSdffN9DN3fKgO-QgXzVQZsw==&ch=RHMpq_77kt9j57HQESJhTD1V0K5gC7fO0aIpKqQv3PIUWU4cTbIY2A==


Dear Friends and Supporters of Uni Pres 
Kindercottage, 
Thank you for your generous holiday giving and for 
joining us at our Holiday Program held at Good 
Shepherd UCC. Your presence, encouragement, 
and continued support made this season truly 
special for our children and families. 
We are also deeply grateful for the Winter Family 
Engagement activities sponsored by PBS Channel 
9. Families enjoyed creating winter-themed art 
projects and received two beautiful books about 
winter, helping to spark both creativity and a love of 
reading at home. The visit from Santa Claus 
brought so much joy, with families taking photos, 
sharing laughter, and creating lasting memories 
together. 
It was truly a packed house as each family enjoyed 
watching their child sing, dance, and share holiday 
sentiments through poems and conversations with 
Santa. The energy in the room reflected the 
warmth, hope, and togetherness that this season 
represents. 
A special thank you to our dedicated Board 
members who came out to help serve snack packs 
to families. Your hands-on support and 
commitment to our mission continues to strengthen 
the work we do every day. 
On behalf of the children, families, and staff of Uni 
Pres Kindercottage, thank you for helping make 

this holiday season bright, meaningful, and full of love. 
With gratitude, 
 
Aimee Hart, Executive Director 
618-874-6505( work) 
618-799-1417 (cell) 

  

 

 

Early Bird registration is now OPEN for The Gathering: Many Gifts, One 
Spirit, to be held March 24-26, 2026, at the Hyatt Regency in Indianapolis. With 
the theme, “Many Gifts, One Spirit,” 
 
The Gathering will draw some 500 leaders from Mennonite, Methodist, 
Presbyterian, Quaker, and the United Church of Christ related health and human 
service associations for three days of inspirational keynotes, amazing workshops, 
opportunities to share resources and knowledge, network, and so much 
more. MORE 

  

 

 

It's time to celebrate! 
Please mark your calendars for February 27, 2026, and join us for this year’s 
Hoyleton Youth and Family Services Honors Night, a special evening celebrating 130 
years of care and the individuals who have helped carry our mission forward. 
Invitations will be arriving soon. We also encourage and welcome new sponsors who 
would like to be part of this meaningful annual event and support our mission. 
To purchase a ticket or become a sponsor, please click the link below and go to the 
menu icon at the bottom of the post. https://my.onecause.com/.../vevt:ef40c7e9-
5f6b.../home/story 

  

 

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gKNTnVXY7wzxYOAkbWgL38uZjEjhrbTlZ97URJiXE6B-xUAzeIqC-w4Ft0OBGaDO_49XyrCA8iVCoawpo2HDw1rDuvTMHBgOYawRHRyg_2ATzmbrBB8-rTZFH-PRr8jPYFUrgpXhWJAxjtXJ1XO9pvzErQ02u6hMoZpWFfSVKZPQlV1ScZaes8u3EDpXBPPaPlKjkEPAfRnqUULM_4_a9DmSzwlz5QS5H8TGI5kMgp1IVqG0nTfRLihFp30EJWUbAsXUNlSQ4eWMGvdoW5rJiTtTlT4VOu_2Ud_x6R2Pa9Yrfwfepfo9CxnSIkrErzZgqXwAe87OHJpH2j-SQp2vhGZLfXGSGfJ7mPnGU_4VMnrpFoh-DG5lvWNN6BXrCu08FLJLn6EllFjHflJwpEygHoPnOVyZ2hIXD3F00Pbh78kXnbPlv7TyMfytxOE-cflp&c=-wrFiH6-TFhQzqKjRQSBBVaH2-ef7ACSdffN9DN3fKgO-QgXzVQZsw==&ch=RHMpq_77kt9j57HQESJhTD1V0K5gC7fO0aIpKqQv3PIUWU4cTbIY2A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gKNTnVXY7wzxYOAkbWgL38uZjEjhrbTlZ97URJiXE6B-xUAzeIqC-_1EBHAv95GtX3GPId7ispT9LQ2eawGxIIKLDTtmwlzWHAHNQN5_z0OZnNni2-1LCyP3wC0F3Nrs5VbQkwfC_RcPRGmyE-im-C1OXCDevvVnni02SHiH-gAdcbBWvDiEaNci-vsTqSV5Ck_7ptpMu2CgjfIDQyEjGmGdjJXEu5DJAiJOQ_HRq3Sqcrd8lPoOupgCo6xFZ6vEZwG77YU-9L8fDz0kIngGthDtlJU2I6ek6iVfNW7Pr-2TIkMI6l7bhffsE0VL_YmMSUgHzuozvYufGGc0aFSppVB-SohSC2Z-RRgZwdzsGk4ei6t-hEQoZzLNXBzIIP6f4aWQ0OfW6iWIig2GekfVvRLvsOcQMayn4iUs_e8HneNBySb2XG2w4wHURJB1Au4RceD140NM81zxnw_Uq0chaYIk_-UPwF6iXlkKvV7ke-1nOQj5sJU414voLUJzzgBdOyuMUxvnbWQXY2CaHCl_YgRiqIievpAsqunf9bN2P_7TSc8UyAsKuKDCajldIscg&c=-wrFiH6-TFhQzqKjRQSBBVaH2-ef7ACSdffN9DN3fKgO-QgXzVQZsw==&ch=RHMpq_77kt9j57HQESJhTD1V0K5gC7fO0aIpKqQv3PIUWU4cTbIY2A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gKNTnVXY7wzxYOAkbWgL38uZjEjhrbTlZ97URJiXE6B-xUAzeIqC-_1EBHAv95GtX3GPId7ispT9LQ2eawGxIIKLDTtmwlzWHAHNQN5_z0OZnNni2-1LCyP3wC0F3Nrs5VbQkwfC_RcPRGmyE-im-C1OXCDevvVnni02SHiH-gAdcbBWvDiEaNci-vsTqSV5Ck_7ptpMu2CgjfIDQyEjGmGdjJXEu5DJAiJOQ_HRq3Sqcrd8lPoOupgCo6xFZ6vEZwG77YU-9L8fDz0kIngGthDtlJU2I6ek6iVfNW7Pr-2TIkMI6l7bhffsE0VL_YmMSUgHzuozvYufGGc0aFSppVB-SohSC2Z-RRgZwdzsGk4ei6t-hEQoZzLNXBzIIP6f4aWQ0OfW6iWIig2GekfVvRLvsOcQMayn4iUs_e8HneNBySb2XG2w4wHURJB1Au4RceD140NM81zxnw_Uq0chaYIk_-UPwF6iXlkKvV7ke-1nOQj5sJU414voLUJzzgBdOyuMUxvnbWQXY2CaHCl_YgRiqIievpAsqunf9bN2P_7TSc8UyAsKuKDCajldIscg&c=-wrFiH6-TFhQzqKjRQSBBVaH2-ef7ACSdffN9DN3fKgO-QgXzVQZsw==&ch=RHMpq_77kt9j57HQESJhTD1V0K5gC7fO0aIpKqQv3PIUWU4cTbIY2A==


Nollau Institute Class of 2026-27 
The program consists of two in-person retreats at Bellwether Farm, online interactions in 
between the retreats, and an additional day of programming at the CHHSM Annual 
Conference. Graduation and consecration takes place during closing worship on the final 
day of the Annual Conference. 2026-27 Schedule: 1st Retreat: May 18-22, 2026, 2nd 
Retreat: October 5–9, 2026, CHHSM Annual Gathering: March 15-19, 2027 More info 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Looking for a fun, meaningful way to connect 
with a loved one experiencing memory loss? 
Our themed “Stay Sharp Kits” include hands-on 
activities made with older adults in mind, 
whether you're reminiscing about travel, 
digging into garden memories, or enjoying an 
easygoing game night. They are free to borrow 
and perfect for use at home or in small groups. 
Interested in borrowing a kit? Call us at 618-
344-5008 or send a message and we’ll help 
you get started! 

 

  

 

   

St. John's Community Care Volunteers and Donations Needed! St. John's CC is in great need of volunteers to serve as 
receptionists, program assistants, and/or to assist with craft activities, and craft clean-up. Also, consider picking up an item, or 
several, needed for the Adult Day Program. Donations can be dropped off at the St. John's Community Care Center, 222 
Goethe Ave, Collinsville, IL 62234. Call 618-344-5008 with questions. 

 

https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gKNTnVXY7wzxYOAkbWgL38uZjEjhrbTlZ97URJiXE6B-xUAzeIqC-0MGMGpYl4iW4H-QGKHziA9UN6zeRiAiQKXPYn1kRHoy8SoYzFV6z0vHtv22V0y2Tus9dx0iwV6WHoO9MI1fkoWTidsUnBdaT6Q8xl2AlbuW&c=-wrFiH6-TFhQzqKjRQSBBVaH2-ef7ACSdffN9DN3fKgO-QgXzVQZsw==&ch=RHMpq_77kt9j57HQESJhTD1V0K5gC7fO0aIpKqQv3PIUWU4cTbIY2A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gKNTnVXY7wzxYOAkbWgL38uZjEjhrbTlZ97URJiXE6B-xUAzeIqC-2R5hkzezzYYlem8WmH97nNwDAGE6xvFsWy-ZgvEKk9LplQeMVvkfrtANoLeLXHx-vTFuFyByjdO38j8gkrXmhF5BKA7yl_ANCiQXG8uUlfAX_c_fMCEKuZS4AYGbBDo1g==&c=-wrFiH6-TFhQzqKjRQSBBVaH2-ef7ACSdffN9DN3fKgO-QgXzVQZsw==&ch=RHMpq_77kt9j57HQESJhTD1V0K5gC7fO0aIpKqQv3PIUWU4cTbIY2A==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gKNTnVXY7wzxYOAkbWgL38uZjEjhrbTlZ97URJiXE6B-xUAzeIqC-5OjK_2w22rKvMMt0Ie1BV_HuoC9d16Vh8b_r_r-z_2vFE-hpHNxYAkJSqvo_lcGRSAokbQDpL-eXuLhmWvZru0BobAeKSEm_AHfFs4ARXCSSWaSHXj0k__ynofQW1CN8g==&c=-wrFiH6-TFhQzqKjRQSBBVaH2-ef7ACSdffN9DN3fKgO-QgXzVQZsw==&ch=RHMpq_77kt9j57HQESJhTD1V0K5gC7fO0aIpKqQv3PIUWU4cTbIY2A==


  
 

Our ISC Churches News + Events 
 

  

 

 
78th Annual Sausage Supper Salem UCC, Alhambra Saturday, January 31st. Drive-thru 
1:00 - 7:00 pm. 1117 W. North St., Alhambra, IL 62001 Click here for full flyer. Pre-order 
forms at salemuccalh.org. 

  

 

 

  

 

St. Peter's UCC Wurst Markt Sunday, February 1st Drive-thru only - 3:00 - 
7:00pm Click HERE for flyer that includes map. St. Peter's United Church of 
Christ, 106 Church St., Okawville, IL 62271 

  

 

 

St. Paul’s UCC, Freeburg is hosting THE WAY #13, a retreat for 8th -12th grade youth (and 
interested adults) of all faith backgrounds on February 20- February 22, 2026. The Way is a 
unique experience designed to help you grow in faith and understanding of the teaching of 
Jesus Christ. Join us for Christian fellowship, Worship, and prayer in extraordinary youth led 
ministry. The weekend cost is $20, registration is due February 6th. You will find a registration 
form at stpaulsfreeburg.org.  

  

 

 

Are you interested in Pulpit Supply? 
 

Reach out via email to the 
ISC Committee 

on Ministry Co-chairs. 
 

Rev. Lisa Hart- lisa@revhart.net 
Mark Walz- mewalz5925@hotmail.com 

  

 

 

   

If you are reading a print version of the ISC Weekly Connection, consider 
scanning the QR code or click HERE and subscribe to receive upcoming issues 
straight to your email inbox. Not only does this ensure you won't miss an issue 
but it gives opportunity to click on the links to full articles, webinar registration 
sites, and more. It only takes a minute to sign up. Reach out to Missy at 618-
654-2125 or mloyet@iscucc.org with any questions or with news for the Weekly 
Connection. 

 

Click to submit your EVENTS + NEWS to the Weekly Connection 
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Opportunities + Resources 
 

  
 

Part-time Organist/Pianist - Friedens UCC Marissa  

 

Part-time Music Leader - St. Paul UCC Pinckneyville 

Part-time Bookkeeper - St. John UCC Fairview Heights 

Part-time Facilities Manager - St. Paul UCC Belleville  

 

  
 

Contact Us - Your OCWM Monies at Work 
 

  

   
Please call (618) 654-2125 before coming to the Conference Office or make an appointment with a staff member using the 
emails below. 
For the work of Conference teams and committees or for financial matters (in terms of your church's giving to the Conference or 
OCWM), contact Debbie Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org. 
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or Weekly Connection, contact Missy 
Loyet at mloyet@iscucc.org. 
For DuBois Center Co-Executive Directors, contact Jason Petry or Leah Petry at director@DuBoisCenter.org or (618) 787-2202 
ext. 2 for Jason or ext. 3 for Leah. 
For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions or ISC program registrations, contact Julie Riechmann at 
jriechmann@iscucc.org or (618) 357-1809. 
For Rev. Shana Johnson, ISC Conference Minister, contact her at sjohnson@iscucc.org or (618) 882-8247. 

 

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and 
Illinois South Conference of the UCC 

Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ does not 
discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, or gender identity. To 
the extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, mental, emotional, medical, or dietary 
needs. 

 

Illinois South Conference    Back Bay Mission   CHHSM    
 

Deaconess Foundation    Deaconess Nurse Ministry     DuBois Center    
 

Eden Theological Seminary    Emmaus Homes    Hitz Memorial Home 
 

Hoyleton Youth & Family     Unleashing Potential 
 

Pension Board-UCC    St. John's Community Care    UCC Insurance Board 
 

Uplands Village    UCC Campus Ministry    Uni-Pres Kindercottage   
UCC Newsletter 
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