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Reflections from Our Conference Minister 
 

  
 

For some, Advent can seem like a strange season. While the rest of the 
world rushes headlong 
from Thanksgiving into Christmas lights, shopping lists, and celebrations, 
Advent stands quietly in the doorway, inviting us not to hurry—but to 
pause. To wait. To listen. Uncomfortable with this waiting, many 
approach Advent like a countdown game.  
 
Evidence of this can be found in the plethora of Advent calendars now 
available. There are chocolate Advent calendars, beer Advent calendars, 
coffee Advent calendars, makeup Advent calendars, candle Advent 
calendars, Lego Advent calendars, and just about every imaginable thing 
that is small enough to fit in a box has been made into an Advent 

calendar. 
 
Last year, my parents gave my dogs an Advent calendar. Every day I opened a perforated flap and pulled out that day’s treat. 
It was delightful for them, but not exactly spiritual. And that’s the problem: when we treat Advent as a simple countdown to 
Christmas, we miss its real purpose. 
 
The word Advent comes from the Latin ad venion--“until the coming.” Advent is an opportunity for us, as Christians, to reflect 
on our outer witness and proclamation of Christ in the world. It is a time set aside to consider how the presence of Emmanuel 
(God with us) can transform how we relate to one another, love one another, and further the reign of Christ in the world.  
 
Advent invites us to consider: What difference does Christ’s coming make? What difference can it make—still—in our world, in 
our families, in our own hearts? 
 
Advent is a season of holy imagination. 
Not imagining what is, but what could be through the power and presence of Christ. 
This holy imaging is not only about what Jesus brought into the world, but what we—made in God’s image—are called to 
bring now. 
 
So, in this season of waiting, may your spirit be quiet enough to listen. 
May your heart soften enough to hope. 
May your mind lift high enough to see Christ’s vision for humanity—visions of peace, reconciliation, compassion, and radiant 
love. 
 
And as we wait “until the coming,” may Christ reveal how you can carry Christ’s light: 
How might you bring hope to someone who feels forgotten? 
How might you bring peace to a tense situation or troubled heart? 
How might you bring joy where heaviness lingers? 
How might you bring love in ways that reflect the very heart of God? 
 
This---dear friends—is the invitation of Advent: 
Not a countdown, but a calling. 
Not a race to Christmas, but a readiness for Christ. 
 
May you enter this holy season aware, expectant, and willing to shine the light of Christ even in the darkest corners of the 
world.  

-Rev. Shana Johnson 
Conference Minister 
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Please Remember in Your Prayers this Week... 
 

  

 

  

Friedens UCC, Hecker 
 

  

Evangelical UCC, Highland- 
Rev. Bill (Sally) Kapp 

Retired Pastor- 
Rev. Dr. Don (Nancy) Wagner 

 

It is with profound sadness that we share the passing of Rev. Gus Kuether on Monday, November 17. Rev. Gus was 
not only a pastor and leader in our Conference for many years, but also active in the wider Church of the UCC. Gus and his 
wife, Suzanne, served for many years as commissioned missionaries in Honduras. He then served on the United Church 
Board for World Ministries in St. Louis. He was also an interim Associate Conference Minister in the Illinois Conference before 
coming to the Illinois South Conference, both interim and settled positions; his last settled ministry was at St. Paul UCC in 
Belleville. Please keep the family of Rev. Gus Kuether in your prayers. 
 
The funeral service of Rev. Gus Kuether will be held on Sunday, December 14, at 3 pm in the sanctuary of St. Paul UCC, 
Belleville. There will be no visitation. However, there will be light refreshments after the worship service to give people a time 
to connect with the family, offer their sympathies, and share 
stories. https://rennerfh.secure.tributecenteronline.com/obituaries/Rev-Gustav-Kuether?obId=46472055 

 

  

 

John Mier, spouse of retired ISC Minister Joan Mier, had his 2nd knee replacement surgery. Requesting healing prayers for a 
speedy recovery. 

 

Submit prayer requests here 

  

  

 

UCC Global, National, + Regional News 
 

  

 

"When they saw the star, they were filled with joy." —Matthew 2:10 
The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay employees of 
the United Church of Christ for over 100 years, providing emergency grants, 
supplementation of small annuities and health premiums, and Christmas “Thank You” 
gift checks each December to our lower-income retirees. United Church of Christ 
congregations and members have blessed the Christmas Fund with their generosity for 
many years. This year, your care and compassion will be especially appreciated by 
those servants of the church who are facing a time of need. Thank you! 

  

 

 

Christmas Fund Resources  

 

 

https://rennerfh.secure.tributecenteronline.com/obituaries/Rev-Gustav-Kuether?obId=46472055
mailto:mloyet@iscucc.org
https://www.pbucc.org/index.php/christmas-fund-home


   

'A Time of Expectation and Anticipation': UCC GMP shares Advent greetings by Charles Jefferson, Jr. | published on 
Dec 2, 2025 
As we enter the 2025 Advent season, United Church of Christ General Minister and President/CEO the Rev. Karen Georgia 
Thompson shares a message centering on the peace of God and being surrounded by the love of community in her annual 
Advent video. Read article 

 

  

 

 
 
 

Frostbite Fun Youth Event 
registration is open! 

 
Don't get bitten by a missed 

registration deadline! 
 

Register TODAY 
 

Click Here 
 

Nurture the Soul 
*Beginning THIS Thursday 
The season of Advent invites us to embody joy. Yet, the 
times in which we live may challenge joyful experiences, 
practices, and encounters. 
Worship helps bridge recognition of the current reality 
with hope for the future...making space for JOY. NO 
registration necessary, this program will run LIVE on our 
Facebook and YouTube channels (a recording will be 
available after the event date.) 
YouTube channel: https://ow.ly/39jA50Xxw6t (direct 
link coming soon) 

  

 

 

https://www.ucc.org/byline/charles-jefferson-jr/
https://www.ucc.org/a-time-of-expectation-and-anticipation-ucc-gmp-shares-advent-greetings/
https://cwngui.campwise.com/Apps/OnlineReg/Pages/Login.html
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fow.ly%2F39jA50Xxw6t%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExSzFqSGFnNExxejQ1MXZERXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5q2dTUBQOlRbLgQ1KpD-DPLstPF_5JieXQklKhQHNo5jljHeGpJ21MUiA-mw_aem_2Yio_9IRwh-hCOHU2VvgOg&h=AT1wxSNKB0bWyAdsRpwkS2V2TOSc7IuLxJV-UBvvnV12oI4yXL4WMrmA63ocowh6VcKmJzfsxQsiHEpKficwrckH5Gr6LytgNUKpFtWSiDaK98L1N8p4fJ9cN_76I5PvdPwS0beN4KnpOeZh&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3q8gVBOFtn8Ptpe8HHr2YYvc1GrJXTs9d2R7ai_G_LixG0Kc4FRGyZ04009ICsBZVQ45AAeGIrGZUxbtD96N371oEjVBwG6cCRRjQpvNz2Bdz0RG6nMp-pRLr5uwODiXkqyboyKMYI_PaGDfJcbbxJj1SI_GeNI5S_zo4ApnZH4nl7L1eHXWvHo_wgVFSTmI_py0sX6bYV4oMf5SMuZr7ptKk_-6Ai
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F30-H2OCOhM&t=3s
https://cwngui.campwise.com/Apps/OnlineReg/Pages/Login.html


  

 

  

 

The Christmas Fund reflects on hope, peace, joy and love: Congregations 'give their hearts' to help others 
by Donna Jackson | published on Dec 2, 2025 
In the poem “A Christmas Carol,” written by Christina Rossetti in 1872 — which then evolved into the carol “In a Bleak 
Midwinter” — the author posed the question: “What can I give him, as poor as I am?” 
A shepherd could give the Christ child a lamb and a wiseman “could do his part,” Rossetti mused. And we? We could give our 
hearts, she penned. 
For more than a hundred years, United Church of Christ ministers and laity have been giving their hearts by making generous 
donations to The Christmas Fund. 
The Rev. Paul Ramsey, director of Church Relations and Philanthropy for The Pension Boards (PBUCC), reported that the 
2024 Christmas Fund was the largest offering collected to date, reaching $1.8 million. Read article 

 

Spring 2026 Ministry Cohorts Are Open! 
 
We’re excited to announce the Spring 2026 Ministry Cohort Themes: 

• How's My Preaching? Check-In and Level Up 
• Intergenerational Faith Formation 
• Creative Conflict Resolution 
• The Body of Christ and the Body Snatchers 
• Making Strangers Neighbors 

>>Learn more and sign up for the 
Cohort that intrigues you most! 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ucc.org/author/jacksonducc-org/
https://poets.org/poem/christmas-carol
https://www.pbucc.org/index.php/christmas-fund-home
https://www.pbucc.org/
https://www.ucc.org/the-christmas-fund-reflects-on-hope-peace-joy-and-love-congregations-give-their-hearts-to-help-others/
https://eden.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=896f08e596d284bdbf68277ee&id=b77c61bece&e=7485cf1c83
https://eden.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=896f08e596d284bdbf68277ee&id=04be2c1129&e=7485cf1c83
https://eden.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=896f08e596d284bdbf68277ee&id=3e2d7f989f&e=7485cf1c83
https://eden.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=896f08e596d284bdbf68277ee&id=a4420cde66&e=7485cf1c83
https://eden.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=896f08e596d284bdbf68277ee&id=8eaaa9c99e&e=7485cf1c83
https://communitylearning.eden.edu/catalog?pagename=1723149707pryVw
https://communitylearning.eden.edu/catalog?pagename=1723149707pryVw


Start Your Degree in January 2026 
Have you been considering a Master’s program, Doctor of Ministry, or 
a graduate certificate? You can start your program in January 2026! Learn more 
and talk to an admissions officer about your options today! Learn More 

  

 

 

Job Opening: Global Engagement and Logistics Manager Global Ministries 
is seeking a dynamic and detail-oriented Global Engagement and Logistics 
Manager to oversee the administration of the People-to-People Pilgrimage 
program, coordinate interpretation for staff, mission co-workers, and 
international partners throughout the life of the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) and United Church of Christ and provide logistical support for organizational events. Download job description 

  

 

 

This Month at the United Nations 
Description 
Join us to learn more about what the UCC does at the United Nations! 
 
Hear updates from the UCC Main Representative to the UN, Donna Bollinger, on 
program updates, our interfaith and ecumenical partners, and upcoming events. 
 
There will be time set aside during the meeting so that we can hear from YOU on 
these topics and how we can help to amplify the work our local congregations and 
partners are doing in the community. Register 

Date & Time (Central) 

• Jan 6, 2026 01:00 PM 
• Feb 3, 2026 01:00 PM 
• Mar 3, 2026 01:00 PM 
• Apr 7, 2026 01:00 PM 

  

 

 

Sabell Wave of Prayer 
by Middle East and Europe | published on Dec 1, 2025 
On the second week of Advent on 7th December, many churches around the world will 
light the second candle, “The Bethlehem Candle,” which represents peace. Many 
communities are participating in FOSNA’s “Preach Palestine” Advent campaign to preach 
justice and peace during Advent and to organize their communities towards liberation. Sign 
up for the resources here 
Prince of Peace, as we journey through Advent, help us remember that you came to 

this earth to proclaim peace and righteousness. Teach us how to heed your call to be peacemakers and to 
resist the temptations of evil. We pray that all violence, wars and genocides may cease and a just peace will 
prevail. 
Lord in your mercy…hear our prayer 

Read the Global Ministries news piece HERE 

  

 

 

   

  

 

https://eden.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=896f08e596d284bdbf68277ee&id=4e2928f5c4&e=7485cf1c83
https://eden.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=896f08e596d284bdbf68277ee&id=1433d54d18&e=7485cf1c83
https://eden.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=896f08e596d284bdbf68277ee&id=14be7ebf16&e=7485cf1c83
https://www.eden.edu/apply/
https://www.globalministries.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Global-Engagement-and-Logistics-Manager-final.pdf
https://ucc.zoom.us/meeting/register/UkEIb0TXQx6Qvn1XzTCYow#/registration?inf_contact_key=b95abe6f6b5de04cc8a859064e3e3567ac3ab1b4137982eb0658e0edc22b6525
https://www.globalministries.org/author/pemakari/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8jDKYcI2ioxDGUpOxG00xmdK4ATvSKZK07iqozQwvhdJ9ug/viewform?usp=send_form
https://www.globalministries.org/sabeel-wave-of-prayer-week-of-dec-1-2025/


ISC Hunger Action Team - Facing Hunger in Your Community 
 

  

 

The Hunger Action Team would like to recognize CHRIST UCC CHURCH, DUPO for the 
continued support of their neighbors 
in need. Christ UCC members are invited to donate non perishable food and hygiene items 
to fill the “Micro Pantry” at the Dupo Public Library.  Homeless individuals have been 
spending time at the library. This mission project will provide single serve food and hygiene 
items. With cold weather coming, other suggested items: cotton socks, hats, gloves, and 
small blankets. Heartfelt thanks to Christ UCC, serving others as stewards of God’s Grace. 
Under  the leadership of pastor and teacher, Rev. Todd Muschaney. Such a blessing! 
 
By sharing your stories of being in service to others, you shine God's Light to 

all of us in the ISC and beyond! Click below... 

  

 

...to share stories of fighting hunger in YOUR community. 

 

 

  

 

News from DuBois Center 
 

  

 

This Giving Tuesday, we’re celebrating 60 years of camp at DuBois Center. 
 
That’s 60 years of adventures, from horseback riding to boating and from swimming to exploring 
God's creation. 
 
When you support DuBois Center, you make it possible for us to offer new adventures to 
campers and guests. 
 
Will you make a gift today at DuBoisCenter.org/Donate so that we can continue adventuring for 
the next 60 years (and beyond)?  

  

 

 

We've already gotten our first 78 registrations for Summer Camp 2026! 
We're *aiming* to have MORE next summer - more friendships, more experiences, 
more faith formation, and way more fun. 
If you're not already registered, head on over to https://duboiscenter.org/summer-
camps/ to find the right session for you. 

 

  

 

mailto:kathi1emery@gmail.com
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FDuBoisCenter.org%2FDonate%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExS2o3NnNxdG1SanlydmhHdXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7IkqCRW99TUlXJfPI4-efZfC_fEL67CCuHjxJ0NGeJddujngmPWMUNmBOsSA_aem_lE3DPUTE7QZ1nN_ZpVBM9w&h=AT0n3PvWYs5HoR1xandFudua1Zh94fyQVHMvhPpXrFuhJbF9GT5ZiCacAiaC0pOwCwx_cdRrgkxgGseHTzmhxrygFLtej3PJnIlvs0qwlZR_-IfaqZn0YS_KtcRGcloiz1VPQGoITnMf20-B&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3OKIvEBhd3wL2UFsN5GbCangCSNZ9sTFkovrqGQiyH9mbOO43SKiMrQb5EUKNq3C4lhfRvqVnyexv_UuDatQpSOhNWM2_DnxgXfAyBOQI5ewl2rC4OpqfSmPJY6hPhM0qWprM6HZRlbmWEspgxCbF11YW4DwPn0pgu9dIljv4UTXpnxdDcYGVGCTAdznGd2HNk2EWyxIcd7bPszbRh9087WA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fduboiscenter.org%2Fsummer-camps%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExS2o3NnNxdG1SanlydmhHdXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7IkqCRW99TUlXJfPI4-efZfC_fEL67CCuHjxJ0NGeJddujngmPWMUNmBOsSA_aem_lE3DPUTE7QZ1nN_ZpVBM9w&h=AT3dAVgwyxWMDxNF2RoxrbRTc6ZyFEj8gl1HkCVsZ-kY161UCPgTSIlDGXXozLjiHFtbXf4Pq7O1XFTBnxvqqJnSBNPuMKauMDJZ-e_XEWjaJjswkpp7ornr8TvD_W-gIjm344dGsCtHvDEq&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3SlfzQTMexgjVZDsaiUnWjN0CSWKFGwtYJDO0jn0wEnqpOQYs0DmKyG32GXLN8sbLdkjkw45HpRgp5-0UuJlj1wnJk8oEn6eSYi1iuZs6Ryx0eF5u8aMEoq1jWFugh2mDeyEIeJ6v915g5IRnBIa3oSB6gsmKCcPDFv6yhnb1iVjLIf9svtUNP6ORIhwM6RH6WcSAM7B0y6YSjhA1Wycl3VQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fduboiscenter.org%2Fsummer-camps%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExS2o3NnNxdG1SanlydmhHdXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7IkqCRW99TUlXJfPI4-efZfC_fEL67CCuHjxJ0NGeJddujngmPWMUNmBOsSA_aem_lE3DPUTE7QZ1nN_ZpVBM9w&h=AT3dAVgwyxWMDxNF2RoxrbRTc6ZyFEj8gl1HkCVsZ-kY161UCPgTSIlDGXXozLjiHFtbXf4Pq7O1XFTBnxvqqJnSBNPuMKauMDJZ-e_XEWjaJjswkpp7ornr8TvD_W-gIjm344dGsCtHvDEq&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3SlfzQTMexgjVZDsaiUnWjN0CSWKFGwtYJDO0jn0wEnqpOQYs0DmKyG32GXLN8sbLdkjkw45HpRgp5-0UuJlj1wnJk8oEn6eSYi1iuZs6Ryx0eF5u8aMEoq1jWFugh2mDeyEIeJ6v915g5IRnBIa3oSB6gsmKCcPDFv6yhnb1iVjLIf9svtUNP6ORIhwM6RH6WcSAM7B0y6YSjhA1Wycl3VQ


   

Do you know which week works best for your 
schedule? Do you know what session your 
camper wants to do? Are you READY?! 
 
https://duboiscenter.org/summer-camps/ 

   

In case you needed a few ideas.. DuBois Center put together a gift 
guide for you! 
 
Summer experiences only require a $50 non-refundable deposit down to secure your 
camper's spot and these impactful adventures can be found 
here: https://duboiscenter.org/summer-camps/ 
 
DuBois Center Merch benefits our Ministry and items can be found 
here: https://www.bonfire.com/store/dubois-center-merch/ 

  

 

 

 
 

2026 DuBois Center 

Spring Event offerings announced so you 
can start your planning!! 

 
More Info Here 

  

 

  
   

https://duboiscenter.org/summer-camps/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExNVdZSXZQekx5ZVV2Rm16TnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7ln6vgKH1jrrwGv69EJstPTRwZFbIDgbFDmX6riM5GHrWJFi0aYgBAcrNjbQ_aem_Ek0ZR7VPdZM9WHxe5DQgJw
https://duboiscenter.org/summer-camps/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExS2o3NnNxdG1SanlydmhHdXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR77TLLiyL5-A2uN9FdN7P5lH6uj8_0ZY8WpV509XAeVeOnoHjB0JvDwxxDeaw_aem_27xtwzxi1KO5KlYjEOZWGg
https://www.bonfire.com/store/dubois-center-merch/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExS2o3NnNxdG1SanlydmhHdXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7FZHJ8-JMNZ7xrDa7LBTYk17C3E7YAtGlKs5qfg7S1YVVCmZ3N99fBle8pFw_aem_qSyl53n1G983CQMVv4LL3Q
http://duboiscenter.org/retreats/dbc-retreats


Council for Health and Human 
Services Ministry News 

 

  

 

  

 

Hoyleton's Hope for the Holidays 
Interested in giving a child in need a brighter holiday season? 
You can drop off gifts at any of our donation bin locations! 
 
Find the one closest to you 
here: https://hoyleton.org/events/2025-hope-for-the-
holidays/ 
 

Shop the Hope for the Holidays Wishlist 

  

 

 

Dear Friends of Uni Pres Kindercottage, 
Thank you to everyone who has reached out to give to our children this 
holiday season. Your kindness is already making a heartfelt difference. For 
those who still wish to give, there is still time! We have several children on 
our list who have not yet been chosen, and your generosity could bring joy 
and warmth to their holidays. 
If you are able to support a child this season, please contact Ms. Aimee 
at aimee@unipreskindercottage.org for details. 
Let’s continue to light up our children’s faces with joy as they celebrate this 
season of hope, love, and wonder. 
With gratitude, 
Aimee Hart, Executive Director 
618-874-6505( work) 
618-799-1417 (cell) 

  

 

 

 
Emmaus Homes on News 4 
Take a moment to watch Stacy Spradling and Lisa Key talk about Emmuas 
Homes on News 4 Great Day and the importance of GivingTuesday. We hope you 
will take a moment to watch and consider donating. 

  

 

 

Hitz Home-Engraved Bricks and Tiles to Create Beautiful Permanent Stone 
Garden 
Hitz Memorial Home is a faith-based non-profit 59-bed skilled nursing facility located in 
Alhambra, IL. The Board of Directors and its marketing committee is excited to offer you 
an opportunity to purchase personalized engraved bricks or tiles for a forthcoming stone 
garden. Individual, families, groups, organizations, and businesses are invited to take 
part in this project. Bricks and tiles can be purchased in honor or memory of loved ones, 
in recognition of special events, or to publicize an organization or business. Donations 

given through December 31, 2025 will be matched up to a total of $50,000 thanks to a generous donor. Learn more and find 
the order form HERE. 

  

 

 

https://hoyleton.org/events/2025-hope-for-the-holidays/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExSzFqSGFnNExxejQ1MXZERXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6ucvb-kqewqgiZB7fWqUPN4eObjbOALvkGWx_KHZoR5wthgnQEfi6-GWPXDg_aem_cUTTmATgyrMBHgSekc25Ag
https://hoyleton.org/events/2025-hope-for-the-holidays/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExSzFqSGFnNExxejQ1MXZERXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6ucvb-kqewqgiZB7fWqUPN4eObjbOALvkGWx_KHZoR5wthgnQEfi6-GWPXDg_aem_cUTTmATgyrMBHgSekc25Ag
https://linktr.ee/hyfshopefortheholidays?fbclid=IwY2xjawOcHmlleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFOdHdoQ3NneFgwY2ZKMzlKc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHkmtK6BL1COM-x9QlUImCqVsFnVwDBVGkSosXgYamjwujUByGEKXw_agaBsj_aem_AT4cvyRnD-lrFehIB_rcoA
mailto:aimee@unipreskindercottage.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4EwUbZNCpxE
https://www.facebook.com/GivingTuesday?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUR0lVojWvpQyvwktBK58KoKOKht_crVL-lG7InDZfjsF1lQ7_9sLgYnCPLgRPt6s5Wi1wfCCca0mkeDXSwS76cvdm7bQ3i0vDJ0dUrLNGLe-6rXR35fK5TY5gT5vWASYfyWtNTPs7J-0n-T1-OlTXJJVqKUhe16zWdh4jb7JKYZ70WHh3q_XzUV9tTHF_r_2tzAcvN2HNod4rG85WIyHl2CCJ34KscFlFeyz4eAD_5Pg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://iscucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/HitzStoneGardenLetterOrder12-1-25.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4EwUbZNCpxE


Hitz Home Christmas Tasting Bee Friday, December 5th at 1:00pm Bring your 
favorite Christmas appetizer, dish, or dessert (a variety of meats will be provided). 
Silent auction, entertainment, and Christmas raffle to include a quilt and gift 
certificates! Full flyer 
https://www.hitzhome.com/ 

  

 

 

The 2026 Mission Trip Calendar is officially open!  
 

Wondering which dates are open? 
Click to view calendar 

Look for “Schedule your mission trip today!” 
To reserve a date, please contact our volunteer coordinator using the 

button below! 
Reserve Your Trip 

Here!>>volunteercoordinator@thebackbaymission.org   

 

 

Excitement for The Gathering: Many Gifts, One Spirit is building as a plethora of 
workshops are formulated for attendees. Thirty-five workshops will take place across 
the three days, including eight presenters CHHSM participants will find familiar. In 
addition, some of the 35 workshops will be led by staff from all five health and human 
service organizations. ABOUT THE GATHERING 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  
 

https://www.hitzhome.com/
https://thebackbaymission.org/2026-mission-trip-calendar/?blm_aid=167860225
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=1cf6c5a751&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1850430928781608566#m_-7987753311692988783_
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=1cf6c5a751&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1850430928781608566#m_-7987753311692988783_
https://www.chhsm.org/services/annual-gathering/


Our ISC Churches News + Events 
 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 
Get in the Christmas spirit and join us for our annual 
Christkindlmarkt this Sunday, December 7th at 11:00am - 
4:00pm. 
 
St. John UCC, 1301 Franklin St, Maeystown, IL 

 

Click to submit your EVENTS + NEWS to the Weekly Connection 

 

 

  

 

Opportunities + Resources 
 

  
 

Part-time Organist/Pianist - Friedens UCC Marissa  

 

mailto:mloyet@iscucc.org
https://iscucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Part-Time-Organist-Friedens-Marissa.pdf


Part-time Music Leader - St. Paul UCC Pinckneyville 

Part-time Bookkeeper - St. John UCC Fairview Heights 

Part-time Facilities Manager - St. Paul UCC Belleville  

 

  
 

Contact Us - Your OCWM Monies at Work 
 

  

   

Please call (618) 654-2125 before coming to the Conference Office or make an appointment with a staff member using 
the emails below. 
For the work of Conference teams and committees or for financial matters (in terms of your church's giving to the Conference 
or OCWM), contact Debbie Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org. 
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or Weekly Connection, contact Missy 
Loyet at mloyet@iscucc.org. 
For DuBois Center Co-Interim Executive Directors, contact Jason Petry or Leah Petry at director@DuBoisCenter.org or 
(618) 787-2202 ext. 2 for Jason or ext. 3 for Leah. 
For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions or ISC program registrations, contact Julie 
Riechmann at 
jriechmann@iscucc.org or (618) 357-1809. 
For Rev. Shana Johnson, ISC Conference Minister, contact her at sjohnson@iscucc.org or (618) 882-8247. 

 

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and 
Illinois South Conference of the UCC 

Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ does not 
discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, or gender identity. To 
the extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, mental, emotional, medical, or dietary 
needs. 

 

Illinois South Conference    Back Bay Mission   CHHSM    
 

Deaconess Foundation Deaconess Nurse Ministry     DuBois Center    
 

Eden Theological Seminary    Emmaus Homes    Hitz Memorial Home 
 

Hoyleton Youth & Family     Unleashing Potential 
 

Pension Board-UCC    St. John's Community Care    UCC Insurance Board 
 

Uplands Village    UCC Campus Ministry    Uni-Pres Kindercottage   
UCC Newsletter 

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

https://iscucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Part-Time-Music-Leader-Pinckneyville.pdf
https://iscucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/St-John-Fairview-Heights-Want-Ad.pdf
https://iscucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/St-Paul-Belleville-Facilities-Manager-Posting.pdf
mailto:dkesner@iscucc.org
mailto:mloyet@iscucc.org
mailto:director@DuBoisCenter.org
mailto:jriechmann@iscucc.org
mailto:sjohnson@iscucc.org
http://www.iscucc.org/
https://thebackbaymission.org/
http://www.chhsm.org/
http://www.deaconess.org/
http://www.faithnurses.org/
http://www.duboiscenter.org/
https://www.eden.edu/
http://www.emmaushomes.org/
http://www.hitzmemorial.com/
http://www.hitzmemorial.com/
http://www.hoyleton.org/
https://upstl.org/
https://www.pbucc.org/
http://www.stjohnscc.org/
http://www.insuranceboard.org/
http://www.uplandsvillage.com/
https://community-ucc.org/campus-ministry/
http://www.unipreskindercottage.org/
https://www.ucc.org/news/
https://www.facebook.com/Illinois.South.Conference.UCC
https://www.iscucc.org/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=DK2438ASUQDYU

