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Please Remember in Your Prayers this Week... 
 

  
 

  

St. Paul's UCC, Freeburg- 
Rev. Dr. Andrew (Brenda) Lovins 

 

  

Pension Board-UCC National Staff- 
Rev. Krista Betz 

Retired Pastor- 
Rev. Paul Thompson, Jr. 

 

John Mier, spouse of retired ISC Minister Joan Mier, had his 2nd knee replacement surgery. Requesting healing prayers for 
a speedy recovery. 

 

Submit prayer requests here 

  

  

 

UCC Global, National, + Regional News 
 

  

 

   

St. Paul UCC Waterloo Installation Service 11/9/25 YouTube Video 

 

 
  

 

mailto:mloyet@iscucc.org
https://www.youtube.com/live/f988ZhSpaG4
https://iscucc.org/


   

Peace UCC in Jerseyville Reopening 
On Sunday, November 9, members and friends of Peace UCC, Jerseyville, gathered in their newly renovated building for 
worship, laughter, fellowship, and gratitude for the journey they have been on. On the evening of Saturday, April 13th, 2024, 
their church caught on fire, destroying the kitchen, fellowship hall, and offices, and leaving the sanctuary damaged by the 
smoke and water. Under the direction of their office administrator, Harlan Simpson, and their pastor, Rev. Dr. Deborah 
Lawson, the projects for complete restoration are now complete.  

 

Caught in the nets 
cast at the 

ISC Annual Meeting 
 

Keep the 
waves rolling— 

VIEW the celebration video here 
 

 

  

 
 

 

Faith in Full Color 
The Illinois South Conference is reigniting ISC Pride, 
a space where every color of God’s creation belongs. 
Join us for the organizational meeting on November 
16, 2025, at 7 pm via Zoom as we dream together 
about what this ministry can become. 
Meetings are held the third Sunday of each month at 
7 pm on zoom. 
For more information and to get the zoom link, contact 
Rev. Tim Powers-Reed at illinitchr@gmail.com or 
636.248.6468. 
Let us build a faith community that celebrates every 
shade of sacred. 

 

https://youtu.be/X9yhzFNxKc4?feature=shared
mailto:illinitchr@gmail.com


Advocacy Tips and Resources 
In responding faithfully to God’s call for abundant life for all people, a common life in which no one is 
left behind, we are drawn inevitably to engage in public policy advocacy. 
 
Whether you’re new to advocacy or looking to refine your approach, this guide offers practical tools 
and strategies to help you make your voice heard. https://www.ucc.org/advocacy-101-resources/ 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

Church World Services Hurricane Response 
Thousands of kits are on their way to Jamaica. Thanks to your support and close collaboration with our local partner LIFT 
Non-Profit Logistics, we are actively responding to the devastating Hurricane Melissa. 
Your continued support is crucial in helping us prepare for and respond to disasters before, during, and after they occur. 
The Emergency Response Fund allows us to quickly respond to emergencies as soon as they occur. By standing with CWS, 
you can remind our neighbors on the journey from response to recovery to thriving, they are never alone. 
Donate today: https://bit.ly/4iD6jWa 
Click on the image below to plan a CWS Kit Party 

 

  

 

Advent 2025 resources offer paths for 'awaking and preparing, expecting 
and dreaming' by Kayla Berkey | published on Nov 4, 2025 
As the 2025 Advent season nears, new United Church of Christ resources invite 
people to engage with past prophets, abolitionists, and wisdom in order to make a 
way forward – carrying hope and expectation through difficult times....read on 

  

 

 

https://www.ucc.org/advocacy-101-resources/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F4iD6jWa%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExSjF1aTN3bTFLYzZkbHFwZwEe8Ln8cGvctVvdZdrHWZJku8I2qiwi1sRtDaUmcNVsRHvxBKSurFoCJQnp4A0_aem_C8AE9XDsmKU9OA6Me-iIXg&h=AT1AYf9PGxM9DJ3fqMTlLeRmpKkKSWhgV798v6_2xHPuA3MWK5aZQNElCrKx4Wk4OFy1NR1q7BVVQ-GJGA7unS7DgxKIVUp61xI1nv324DwBS7NzN3opCDVjbFE7m5CdyhOh7z7XPd2O3BnZ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0pgKnjiVes4e307N6NrNG0CLmlNXZJoyvYUIp2ozeWamAPgqe-0A4jlAGx0Tl9EzvHcXiRWzTY-00J9y21zJkS_J8wef_xz605nB4qUgq0CPcsQneBiSN7Y7ZK3JUi3mtRhTDexTzPvqUQCAqFW7dgcCMo9g9I2BzUuKUmF6KyxosAgk1xx9cpZqDdDnBQFq5mDz9ty3Xv4raPbbbX6unCNwLUMCM
https://www.ucc.org/author/berkeyk/
https://www.ucc.org/advent-2025-resources-offer-paths-for-awaking-and-preparing-expecting-and-dreaming/
https://cwskits.org/party-packs/


  

 

  

 

"For when I was hungry, you gave me food. Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters 
of mine, you did it to me.’" 
--Matthew 25: 35, 40 
 
St. Paul UCC Waterloo is filling their sanctuary with Thanksgiving Blessings Bags to donate to the House of Neighborly 
Service, helping the people in their community be nourished through a Thanksgiving meal.   

 

Eden' Leadin: Meet the Six-Fingered Pianist 
11/06/2025 | Eden Theological Seminary Singer-Songwriter. Arranger. Ordained 
Minister in the United Church of Christ. Working for Disability Justice. Rev. Jacob 
Nault, known to some as “The Six-Fingered Pianist”, has leveraged his disability, 
his talent as a musician, and his Eden education to become an advocate for 
social justice locally and nationally, practicing liberation theology across issues 

and in unlikely places. More on Rev. Jacob's Journey 

  

 

 

Start Your Degree in January 2026 
Have you been considering a Master’s program, Doctor of Ministry, or a graduate 
certificate? You can start your program in January 2026! Learn more and talk to 
an admissions officer about your options today! Learn More 

  

 

 

Climate Hope Affiliates 101 Webinars 
Thursday, November 13th or Wednesday, November 19th 1:00PM Central In a time 
when many feel powerless to make a difference, Climate Hope Affiliates is a new faith-
rooted initiative that is launching chapters across the country to dissolve feelings of 
powerlessness in addressing the interconnected crises of climate change and societal 
injustice. With a proven strategy for affecting change, Climate Hope Affiliates supports its 
members in developing ongoing relationships with members of Congress, the local media, 

and the broader community. The immediate focus of the affiliates is to prevent the dismantling and defunding of the EPA. 
The Rev. Dr. Brooks Berndt, who serves as the Director of Climate Hope Affiliates and the UCC’s Minister of Environmental 
Justice, will provide an introduction to Climate Hope Affiliates and respond to questions. Register 

  

 

 

  

   

Future of Faith: Resisting Overwhelm in Tumultuous Times 
Nov 17, 2025 02:30 PM Central 
Concerned about clergy burnout, Rev. Nicolette developed a boundary training called 
"Centered Preaching in Tumultuous Times" that she taught for the first time in May 2025. Many 
are drawn to the UCC because of our passion for social justice. However, pastors who feel 
called to address the relevant issues of the day are being overwhelmed by unending waves of 
newsworthy events. Join us for a conversation with Rev. Nicolette as we talk about the joys 
and challenges of preaching in this time...Learn and Register 

  

 

 

https://www.eden.edu/author/allegra/
https://www.eden.edu/2025/11/06/eden-leadin-meet-the-six-fingered-pianist/
https://eden.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=896f08e596d284bdbf68277ee&id=4e2928f5c4&e=7485cf1c83
https://eden.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=896f08e596d284bdbf68277ee&id=1433d54d18&e=7485cf1c83
https://eden.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=896f08e596d284bdbf68277ee&id=14be7ebf16&e=7485cf1c83
https://eden.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=896f08e596d284bdbf68277ee&id=14be7ebf16&e=7485cf1c83
https://www.eden.edu/apply/
https://ucc.zoom.us/meeting/register/PlytJJUgTEa1ME8H2krdIQ?inf_contact_key=1240498212e95ce70a115a2a05d598a6611c10abb7b3657801e6f799df81c049#/registration
https://ucc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_KJLZegwTQY2iGCN00tSc0Q#/registration


Job Opening: Global Engagement and Logistics Manager Global Ministries is 
seeking a dynamic and detail-oriented Global Engagement and Logistics Manager to 
oversee the administration of the People-to-People Pilgrimage program, coordinate 
interpretation for staff, mission co-workers, and international partners throughout the life 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and United Church of Christ and provide 

logistical support for organizational events. Download job description 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

ISC Hunger Action Team - Facing Hunger in Your Community 
 

  

 

The Hunger Action Team would like to recognize ZION UCC-ST. JOE, Waterloo for their 
continued support of local families in need. Zion members are invited to donate nonperishable 
Thanksgiving dinner items and cash donations. The Zion Youth Group is partnering with the 
Monroe County House of Neighborly Service, who plan to share 250 “Blessing Baskets” this year. 
Recipients are families in need from Waterloo, Columbia, Hecker, Valmeyer, and Prairie Du 
Rocher. Nonperishable food and monetary gifts can be taken to Zion UCC - 4202 Kaskaskia 
Road, Waterloo, 62298. Heartfelt thanks to the Zion Youth Group, serving others as stewards of 

God’s Grace. Under the leadership of pastors and teachers, Rev. Patrick Poole and Pastor Tim Burns. Neighbors helping 
neighbors. Such a blessing! 
 

By sharing your stories of being in service to others, you shine God's Light to all of us in the ISC and 
beyond! Click below... 

  

 

...to share stories of fighting hunger in YOUR community. 

 

 

  

 

News from DuBois Center 
 

  

 

 
We have ONLINE MERCH!!! 
Just in time for the holidays, you can spoil everyone with exclusive DBC merch! 
Shirts & Hoodies available now--including our OG iconic retro design! Get yours today 
at https://www.bonfire.com/store/dubois-center-merch/ 

  

 

 

https://www.globalministries.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Global-Engagement-and-Logistics-Manager-final.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/search/4202+Kaskaskia+Road,+Waterloo,+62298?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/4202+Kaskaskia+Road,+Waterloo,+62298?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:kathi1emery@gmail.com
https://www.bonfire.com/store/dubois-center-merch/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExNVdZSXZQekx5ZVV2Rm16TnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7ln6vgKH1jrrwGv69EJstPTRwZFbIDgbFDmX6riM5GHrWJFi0aYgBAcrNjbQ_aem_Ek0ZR7VPdZM9WHxe5DQgJw


   

  

Summer Camp Registration opens in just 2 
weeks! 
Do you know which week works best for your 
schedule? Do you know what session your 
camper wants to do? Are you READY?! 
 
https://duboiscenter.org/summer-camps/ 

 

 

2026 DuBois Center 

Spring Event offerings 
announced so you can start 

your planning!! 
 

Info and Register 

  

 

  
   

https://duboiscenter.org/summer-camps/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExNVdZSXZQekx5ZVV2Rm16TnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7ln6vgKH1jrrwGv69EJstPTRwZFbIDgbFDmX6riM5GHrWJFi0aYgBAcrNjbQ_aem_Ek0ZR7VPdZM9WHxe5DQgJw
http://duboiscenter.org/retreats/dbc-retreats


Council for Health and Human 
Services Ministry News 

 

  

 

  

 

Excitement for The Gathering: Many Gifts, One Spirit is building as a plethora of 
workshops are formulated for attendees. Thirty-five workshops will take place across the 
three days, including eight presenters CHHSM participants will find familiar. In addition, 
some of the 35 workshops will be led by staff from all five health and human service 
organizations. ABOUT THE GATHERING 

  

 

 

Uni Pres Kindercottage News 
🍂🍂Fall into Creativity 🍂🍂 

Our UPK classrooms were bursting with color as the children created festive 
fall crafts! Using leaves, pumpkins, and plenty of imagination, they turned 

simple materials into beautiful seasonal art. Every gluey finger and proud smile 
showed just how much fun they had expressing their creativity this autumn. 

  

 

 

Holiday Gift Giving for 
Uni Pres Kindercottage 
If you are able to bring some joy to the children this holiday season, here is 
how you can give: 
Email Aimee Hart at aimee@unipres-kindercottage.org or text at 618-799-
1417. The deadline to donate is December 12th if you request for us to shop 
for the children. If you purchase the gifts, the deadline to deliver the gifts is 
December 18th. We have double the numbers we had last year of children 
we are serving so, please, give if you can so the children most in need 
will feel the joy of Christmas. 

  

 

 

  

 

https://www.chhsm.org/services/annual-gathering/
mailto:aimee@unipres-kindercottage.org


Hoyleton's Hope for the Holidays has begun! 
Each year, our community comes together to bring light, love, and hope to youth in 
foster care and families in need. Through Hoyleton’s Hope for the Holidays, you can 
help make the season brighter — by donating, sponsoring a wish list, or simply 
sharing this message of hope. Together, we can ensure every child feels valued, 
supported, and celebrated this holiday season. Learn how you can get 
involved. https://linktr.ee/hyfshopefortheholidays 

  

 

 

  

 

Caregivers are the quiet heroes in so many families, giving their time, energy, and love every 
single day. 
This November, during National Family Caregivers Month, we honor YOU. Whether you are 
caring for a parent, spouse, sibling, or friend, your strength makes all the difference. 
But remember, you don’t have to carry it all alone. Our Caregiver Support Program is here to 
support you with resources, encouragement, and community. 
Learn more: www.stjohnscc.org/caregiver-support/ 

  

 

 

  

 

https://linktr.ee/hyfshopefortheholidays
http://www.stjohnscc.org/caregiver-support/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExNVdZSXZQekx5ZVV2Rm16TnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR71WLGHCPbIhVrRROyJOw-9ht1W4x_ifgEDBICqclIMWizo2PgT0Lm8zN6T1w_aem_SbpnwFpVEnWyH_pE3uqI6g
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F20F094EA9AF23A3F94-58971848-stjohns%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdnVSaWlvdlNoTjdZRTRuZgEeJUt3TM-T8IBJ0FKT8DvIJTpIR3tgoTqEtmyrihVhmqoQxwaHUp39U3Esfsc_aem_E1IKv4Tm7BUSyR5q191jbg&h=AT1OF4Zudqzut94P5UJ0om9lMKAlb5Ea_oSDV54l7drq4QONKyH-HFAwUzSlmNcmP5catE3-Oxge8Sekh0VIC3ot2sNLAeV1qh_0WoGMddhp8RiYGrN7AmsKrkmtozOPoS1f98yipDK95JzM&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2cQ9gDw2JHm0gudb5yBCQrsxw9cTOWrc-6Jpx9UA1Jnh_jUGW2PzEJDjmYiGtlLeaOf4At9OC4THI8GVu9rBlJhwIglwfh2AQR5vB2yaJCQEFqCR092a26Xg4cMK4OGnU82tSW1uV3uxD4LVxgrEJmb73pDDu-d67aYKAO24X8iZqZ4NIhDjP8jCl6MySenfrP5UMM0gtCE7QNmbbb_bxXZmaVTM2bsy5Y4Q74aDRzmTNZww


  
 

Our ISC Churches News + Events 
 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 



  

 

  

 

 
Get in the Christmas spirit and join us for our annual 
Christkindlmarkt on Sunday, December 7th 11:00am - 
4:00pm. 
 
St. John UCC, 1301 Franklin St, Maeystown, IL 

 

Click to submit your EVENTS + NEWS to the Weekly Connection 

 

 

  
 

Opportunities + Resources 
 

  

 

Part Time Organist/Pianist - Friedens UCC Marissa  

 

Part-time Music Leader - St. Paul UCC Pinckneyville 

 

  
 

Contact Us - Your OCWM Monies at Work 
 

  

   

Please call (618) 654-2125 before coming to the Conference Office or 
make an appointment with a staff member using the emails below. 
For the work of Conference teams and committees or for financial matters (in 
terms of your church's giving to the Conference or OCWM), contact Debbie 
Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org. 
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook 
page or Weekly Connection, contact Missy Loyet at mloyet@iscucc.org. 
For DuBois Center Co-Interim Executive Directors, contact Jason 
Petry or Leah Petry at director@DuBoisCenter.org or (618) 787-2202 ext. 
2 for Jason or ext. 3 for Leah. 
For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions or 
ISC program registrations, contact Julie Riechmann at 
jriechmann@iscucc.org or (618) 357-1809. 

For Rev. Shana Johnson, ISC Conference Minister, contact her at sjohnson@iscucc.org or (618) 882-8247. 

  

 

 

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and 
Illinois South Conference of the UCC 

mailto:mloyet@iscucc.org
https://iscucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Part-Time-Organist-Friedens-Marissa.pdf
https://iscucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Part-Time-Music-Leader-Pinckneyville.pdf
mailto:dkesner@iscucc.org
mailto:mloyet@iscucc.org
mailto:director@DuBoisCenter.org
mailto:jriechmann@iscucc.org
mailto:sjohnson@iscucc.org


Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ does not 
discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, or gender identity. To 
the extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, mental, emotional, medical, or dietary 
needs. 

 

Illinois South Conference    Back Bay Mission   CHHSM    
 

Deaconess Foundation    Deaconess Nurse Ministry     DuBois Center    
 

Eden Theological Seminary    Emmaus Homes    Hitz Memorial Home 
 

Hoyleton Youth & Family     Unleashing Potential 
 

Pension Board-UCC    St. John's Community Care    UCC Insurance Board 
 

Uplands Village    UCC Campus Ministry    Uni-Pres Kindercottage   
UCC Newsletter 

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

http://www.iscucc.org/
https://thebackbaymission.org/
http://www.chhsm.org/
http://www.deaconess.org/
http://www.faithnurses.org/
http://www.duboiscenter.org/
https://www.eden.edu/
http://www.emmaushomes.org/
http://www.hitzmemorial.com/
http://www.hitzmemorial.com/
http://www.hoyleton.org/
https://upstl.org/
https://www.pbucc.org/
http://www.stjohnscc.org/
http://www.insuranceboard.org/
http://www.uplandsvillage.com/
https://community-ucc.org/campus-ministry/
http://www.unipreskindercottage.org/
https://www.ucc.org/news/
https://www.facebook.com/Illinois.South.Conference.UCC
https://www.iscucc.org/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=DK2438ASUQDYU

