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May your Holy Week be filled with
love, hope & renewed faith

-Please pray for an outpouring of God's
healing mercies upon Rev. John
Pawloski.

-Please keep the mother of Pastor
Norma Patterson in your prayers as she
struggles with health issues. Pastor

-Brighton St. John's UCC (above) Rev. John Norma Patterson is the Pastor and
(Jackie) Pawloski Teacher for East St. Louis Good
Shepherd of Faith and has served on
-Retired Pastor Rev. Paul several teams for ISC. Cards may be
Thompson, Jr. Red Bud, IL sent to Norma at 5310 DePaul Drive, PO

Box 4235, Fairview Heights, IL 62008.
-Retired Pastor

Rev. Jack (Barbara) Spratte Mascoutah, IL


https://www.google.com/maps/search/5310+DePaul+Drive?entry=gmail&source=g
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015MZg4La_eu6-M3i-qRlXpcqCE6w0GciwUpWcJ4I6a6a3Q9Ab6qShT0mWEpUcYuL0GF6SuVr15WHmZfJz_h1b2CWOZBB3yLpYISBxejdj4tMYkZHUWuQ5vShUurNbHa9UlBsRc4rAEIraxPnBcPCBRw==&c=ntR4kMJgpFqQ81qSAbXGJGUjkXZamPnarW38wjGZgabO-u3B3zrbJw==&ch=y8tM_ze3ySbX0BO4PDkYS53XXwnpgZnFVS0fNGCyNel0e33irnmyLg==

lllinois South Conference News & Events

Saturday, October 19, 2024

Evangelical United
Church of Christ
Highland, lllinois

Show Our Illinois South Conference Ministry Leaders Some 10VE
Our Local Church Ministries Team is hoping you will be able to help them again this year by
donating ~40 items for the Ministry Leaders Retreat Goody Bags.(Request is not intended for
retreatants.) Examples are homemade treats or crafts, pens, journals, handwritten thank you
notes or $ to help purchase items. Bring/send items to either St Paul UCC, Columbia or the ISC
Office by April 8th. Click here for info or reach out to Denise Johnson
at christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org. Thank you in advance!!

Boundary Awareness Training
ISC has scheduled training for Tuesday, April 16th, via zoom from 8:30 a.m. to Noon. This
training will be for both active and retired clergy.

We are also planning a Fall training session on September 17th - 8:30am to Noon, also on
Zoom and also for both active and retired clergy. Please register for the fall session if the April
date does not work with your schedule.

Please contact me (Debbie) at dkesner@iscucc.org to register and get the zoom meeting info.
Cost: $20 for retired pastors, $25 for active pastors, $25 for non-ISC retired pastors, and $30 for
non-ISC active pastors. Checks may be mailed to the conference office. Payable to lllinois
South Conference.
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WE ARE

HIRING

DuBois Center seeks an Interim Executive Director who is an
experienced leader to train, supervise, and empower staff to offer
transformative experiences for all ages and work with leadership to
prepare the stage for the next chapter. The work will also include
leading an intentional review and visioning process for the future of the
program. Beginning immediately, this two-year contracted position will
be offered with the possibility of the candidate being considered for the
permanent role. This beautiful setting in southern lllinois provides
overnight summer camps, retreats, and horseback riding events
throughout the year for groups from across the region. DuBois Center is
a long-standing ministry of the lllinois South Conference of the United
Church of Christ.
Email your letter of interest and resume to
DuBois@kaleidoscopeinc.com to learn more!

HOW YOU CAN ENCOURAGE YOUR CONGREGATION TO SUBSCRIBE TO WEEKLY
CONNECTION...

Consider adding a short announcement in your bulletin and/or newsletter to increase UCC
engagement and education?

Such as...

"Did you know you can receive the lllinois South Conference UCC Newsletter, WEEKLY
CONNECTION, in your email inbox? You will experience UCC news and events on a church,
conference, national and world level. It only takes a couple of minutes. Go

to https:/liscucc.org/weekly-connection-registration/ to sign up."

UCC National and Regional News & Events

Trans Day of Visibility falls on Easter this
year Since 2010, Trans Day of Visibility is
recognized on March 31. In 2024, Easter falls on
the same date. The resurrection story holds for
LGBTQ+ people of faith the ultimate promise and
truth: God is constantly coming out for your love
and your personhood. And God knows intimately
the ways it aches when those around us deny us
of our rights to be human and in relationship to
each other. The UCC Gender and Sexuality
Justice Ministries team invite you to their webinar, “Advocacy 101: Communal Care for Trans
& Non-Binary Siblings,” on April 17 at 3:30 p.m. ET, where we will journey through our
recently created “Love is Louder” toolkit. Register here.

PLANNING
FOR
EAR'TH MONTH
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April is Earth Month, and for congregations, it can be a great time to further discern how to
best answer our first calling as Christians: the caretaking of God’s creation. Check out this
suggested activities:

1. An Art Contest for Children and Youth! To give our children and youth a voice this
election season, while also reminding adults of their responsibility for the next
generation when they vote, the UCC is conducting a Vote for Climate Hope Art
Contest. Until April 16th, art submissions will be accepted. An online award
ceremony for finalists will be held on May 4th. Participating churches should
register now to receive important information and updates.

2. Join the UCC Earth Day Summit Featuring Bill McKibben! This online event will
take place on Saturday, April 20th at 1 PM ET. In addition to a keynote delivered
by McKibben, this two and a half hour summit will feature a panel on plastics and
environmental justice along with much more. Register now!

3. Celebrate Earth Sunday! Many churches celebrate God’s creation on the Sunday
closest to Earth Day. For this occasion, the UCC partnered the ecumenical
organization Creation Justice Ministries to produce an Earth Sunday resource
on plastics entitled “Plastic Jesus: Real Faith in a Synthetic World.”

4. Use Earth Month as a Launching Pad! Over the course of the year, the following
four activities will form the 2024 Creation Justice Church Challenge: the Vote for
Climate Hope Art Contest, the Freedom from Plastics Earth Sunday,
the Church Appliance and Equipment Electrification Checklist, and the Vote
for Climate Hope Pledge Card Campaign. A congregation that has participated
in all of these activities will have demonstrated that it is truly living out a creation
justice ethic. If a participating congregation is not already a Creation Justice
Church, they are strongly encouraged to apply after having completed all four
activities.

MAY 19,2024

MENTAL [WEALTH | SUNDAY

T
Dear friends of the UCC Mental Health Network,

May is Mental Health Awareness Month and the UCC MHN wants to make sure you have
resources to best equip you for a Mental Health Sunday! We are sending our PDF for Worship
Resources for your Mental Health Sunday created by the UCC, UCC MHN, and United
Church of Canada, as well as two videos to use during this time.

One video by our chair, Bishop Allyson Abrams can be used to make an appeal to support
the MHN and to become WISE congregations or organizations. The other video by Rev. Dr.
Sarah Lund can be used to show the importance of caring for our youth and
understanding their mental health needs. Please consider using both of these powerful
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videos during your worship services this month as we raise awareness about mental health
challenges and mental wellness.

Thank you,

Bishop Allyson D. Nelson Abrams, PhD  Chair, UCC Mental Health Network

Celebrate Mental Health Sunday

Go to mhn-ucc.org for resources or to donate

The ISC Hunger Action Team would like to recognize: St. Paul UCC,
Freeburg for their $600 donation to the Southwestern lllinois College Foundation.
This donation was designated for the SWIC Soup Program/Food Pantry Fund.
The Student Food Pantry believes that food is a crucial factor of academic
success. Students in need are welcomed with open arms and an empty bag
ready to fill with food. Thanks, St. Paul for this great mission project - under the
leadership of pastor and teacher, Rev. Andrew Lovins. Such a blessing for local
students in need!

Click here and share your food insecurity outreach stories with the ISC
HUNGER ACTION TEAM. Your stories are the tools that stir interest in
eople by exemplifying and celebrating Christ's Love.

News from DuBois Center

Starting this Wednesday, DuBois Center will debut
‘Wishlist Wednesday!'’

Our social media accounts will highlight this ongoing
promotion every week with an explanation on some of the
items needed for our summer season.

Specifically, we will start by asking for donations of
personal hygiene products, as these are items that are Yot g5 E1eh Bataonal HyGIahe Itsie
SometlmeS forgotten at home When arerIng fOI’ Camp We Use our Amazon link to purchase supplies and have them delivered #

Help us provide campers with commonly

directly to DuBois Center or email DCinfo@duboiscenter.org

hope to have a full stock of basic needs to give to those t9find out which ocalchurches are serving as Eyeen

donation collection points.

who would rather not go without!

For example: deodorants, soap, shampoo, bug spray, sunscreen, hair ties, and more are all
included on the list! While these items seem little, we know they will be appreciated!
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To help, we have curated an Amazon wishlist for anyone to purchase from and deliver directly
to camp. We will also accept mailed check donations with ‘Wishlist Wednesday’ in the memo—or
online donations through our PayPal or Campwise platforms.

If you'd rather purchase similar items on your own, we will also gladly take physical donations of
new personal hygiene products (similar to what are found on our existing wishlist, please)! If you
are in the Highland area, you can drop off at Highland Evangelical UCC—please call their office
(618-654-7459) prior to delivering to arrange a proper time.

If your church or office will be willing to be a dropoff location for any of these donations, please
email DCInfo@duboiscenter.orq. We will be sure all donations are transported to camp!

As time goes on, we may start adding other non-hygiene items to our list, so be sure to keep up
with our social accounts on Facebook and Instagram to hear more!

View the wishlist here: https://a.co/7ZWgnu6

Our online giving links are
here*: https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted button id=CG7CX3MFDTTDN

Through your existing Campwise account at www.duboiscenter.orq.

*Note: If choosing to donate electronically, please add a note to the Campwise donation, or
email DCInfo@duboiscenter.orq to alert our staff of the PayPal delegation, as everything is
flagged only for ‘general fund.” Additionally, with the cost of online processing, we would
appreciate any covering of the processing fees added to your donation, up to an additional
10%.

DuBois Center’s physical address for check donations and/or deliveries:

Wishlist Wednesday
DuBois Center

2651 Quarry Road
DuBois, IL 62831

Invasive: Species

WORK DAY

Saturday
April bth
Jam fo [Zpm
e

SPONSORED &Y GREEN DUBOIS

DuBois Center Volunteer Work Days On April 14th from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. all
volunteers are welcome to come for the whole day or part of the day to help start getting DuBois
Center ready for summer camps by clearing and marking trails, organizing our activity supplies,
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and more! Wear things you don't mind getting a little messy. We have things for people of all
ages and abilities. This is in addition to the Green DuBois April 6th 9:00am to noon work day.
Wonderful opportunities to help DuBois Center prepare for the summer fun ahead!

DuBois Center is looking to fill the following 2024 .
Summer Staff positions: male-identifying cabin seeklng to fi"
counselors ages 18+, a Waterfront Coordinator age 20+

with lifeguard experience, and a Summer Camp Co- 3 5ummer Staff
Coordinator age 20+ with camp experience. If you are

interested, please reach out to our Program Director, Sarah g
Harding, at program@duboiscenter.org. Posltlons
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St. John's Community Care

Offerings to Caregivers, Call for Donations and Request for Proposals

St. John's Community Care has a variety of programs designed to support people with
dementia and their caregivers. If you are a caregiver, or a person with dementia, you can click
here to take a short quiz about your needs and one of their staff will call you back with
suggestions for resources and helpful tips! You can also call the office at 618-344-5008 any
time and they will assist you in finding the right services to meet your needs.

Check out their Events Calendar for opportunities for Caregivers, such as the weekly Caregiver
Coffee Talks (see post below). Did you know they also have an Adult Day Program, Free
Medical Equipment Loan Program and Early Memory Loss Cafe?

Want to donate activity items? St. John's is seeking donations of arts, crafts supplies and toys.
See the list below!

A Request for Proposals for a QuickBooks Professional at St. John's Community Care has also
been recently posted.

Scope of Work:

- Transition of QuickBooks desktop to online.

- Update QuickBooks online with our new Chart of Account and make edits as needed.

- Educate staff and Finance Committee on best practices around grant tracking.

Please send proposals including recommendations for how best to implement these changes
and an estimate of cost for the service. Send proposals to Christine Stewart

at cstewart@stjohnscc.org by April 5th. Please call 618-344-5008 for more information.
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c A E G ' E EVERY FRIDAY
R v R 10 am-11 am
COFFEE TALK IS FOR
c o F F E E CAREGIVERS TO cOmE
TOGETHER OFFERING
INFORMATION, RESOUREES,
T A L K AND STRATEGIES
SPECIFICALLY FOR CARING
FOR SOMEONE WHO MAY BE

DISABLED OR HAVE OTHER
HEALTH-RELATED CONCERNS.

ALL CAREGIVERS ARE WELCOME.
COME TOGETHER TO SHARE SPACE
L AND LIFE EXPERIENCES OVER A WICE

. HOT CUP OF COFFEE O ST JOHN'S
\ | COMMUNITY CARE.

OR CAREGIVERS WITH CAREGIVERS.
GOSHEN COFFEE

ROASTERS
6120 SHOGER DR SUITE A
EDWARDSVILLE, IL 62025

ST. JPHN'S

cAREleER VERONA

C O F F E E 101 EAST MAIN STREET

COLLINSVILLE, IL

T A L K EVERY MONDAY

9 Am-10:30 Am

ALL CAREGIVERS ARE WELCOME.

COFFEE TALK 1S FOR

CAREGIVERS TO COME TOGETHER

_ OFFERING INFORMATION,
RESOURCES, AND STRATEGIES
\ SPECIFICALLY FOR CARING FOR

7 | SOMEONE WHO MAY BE DISABLED
2 OR HAVE OTHER HEALTH-

B | RELATED CONCERWS.

| COME TOGETHER TO SHARE
SPACE AND LIFE EXPERIENCES
' OVER A NICE HOT CUP OF

; / : COFFEE Oj ST JOHN'S
e COMMUNITY CARE.
o~ % st
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Call For Donations!

Stickers, Sticker Books, Coloring
Books, Glue, Gel Pens, Acrylic paint,
Paint brushes, Blocks For Building
Like Lincoln Logs, K’'nex, Or Basic
Wooden Blocks, Doll or Barbie
Heads With Hair And Hair
Accessories For Sensory And
Reminiscing, Playdoh, Pretend /Play

Food For Reminiscing

Or call us if you have something you
think might be useful for us at
618-344-5008!

Our ISC Churches News & Events

THE LAST SUPPER TABLEAU
Maundy Thursday Worship Service

An inspirational hour in the Upper Room where we hear the
disciples' testimony of the Master. March 28th 7:30pm, Christ

United Church of Christ, 200 S. 3rd St., Dupo, IL

GATHERED IN HIS NAME,

nourished by His word

Church United Church of Christ Pancake and Sausage Breakfast on Easter Sunday
Morning, March 31st 7:30am-9:30am. ALL YOU CAN EAT! Adults - $8.00, Children 12
&under - $3.00. 200 South 3rd St, Dupo, IL

St. Paul UCC Lebanon 28th Annual Chicken Dinner Sunday, April 14th 11:00am -

3:00pm Your $15 chicken meal will include 1/2 fried chicken (pieces), green beans, corn and
coleslaw, mashed potatoes and gravy, and dessert of your choice (Texas Sheet Cake or Gooey
Butter Cake). Drive-thru only. 123 E. Dee St., Lebanon, IL (618) 537-4991.

Crafty Mania at St. Paul UCC Belleville Saturday, April 20, 9:00am-5:00pm All
day crafting! Cost is $40 and includes lunch, snacks, attendance prizes, and vendors
in the afternoon. At 10am there will be a card making class with a Stampin' Up rep -
2 cards/$10. Raffle tickets will also be available. Register by sending check with your
name, phone # and email to: St. Paul UCC, 115 W. B St., Belleville, IL 62220.
Seating is first come basis. Call 618-222-1123 for more.

BBQ at Concordia United Church of Christ Saturday, April
20th 11:00am - 2:00pm. Pork Plate $13 (with 3 sides), Bratwurst
Plate $13 (2 brats and 3 sides), Slab of ribs $25 (no sides). Drive-
thru/Carry outs only. For more info (618)476-3377.



https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015MZg4La_eu6-M3i-qRlXpcqCE6w0GciwUpWcJ4I6a6a3Q9Ab6qShT1CfJ4VS3H9GDWXJw5kjnzOOfENkeIZX1HVvMTiMH9LfB7l0d8rcCJaZKhBcVqYxMhUc9S1jv_rmxnlNqW7UymTengSmjqkOHg==&c=ntR4kMJgpFqQ81qSAbXGJGUjkXZamPnarW38wjGZgabO-u3B3zrbJw==&ch=y8tM_ze3ySbX0BO4PDkYS53XXwnpgZnFVS0fNGCyNel0e33irnmyLg==
https://www.google.com/maps/search/200+S.+3rd+St.,+Dupo,+IL?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/200+South+3rd+St,+Dupo,+IL?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/123+E.+Dee+St.,+Lebanon,+IL?entry=gmail&source=g
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015MZg4La_eu6-M3i-qRlXpcqCE6w0GciwUpWcJ4I6a6a3Q9Ab6qShT1CfJ4VS3H9G5CpzuJ0InXaR6uPfvG01y2DmrIj29g1eoTEALMosAYZVFW_ECLT6txvHhk77chhWUv6p6TSzTdjDgwWBCsROsSU47vMBOcRorOTYqJ-n7gTmkdbzj0Hs3Ba0217wHLecRM8QB3epAW0OLA4-xV_Jwc7PK6ARm4Jz&c=ntR4kMJgpFqQ81qSAbXGJGUjkXZamPnarW38wjGZgabO-u3B3zrbJw==&ch=y8tM_ze3ySbX0BO4PDkYS53XXwnpgZnFVS0fNGCyNel0e33irnmyLg==
https://df4cwbeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015MZg4La_eu6-M3i-qRlXpcqCE6w0GciwUpWcJ4I6a6a3Q9Ab6qShT1CfJ4VS3H9GRVNp8CifrwMgqBHSCCbkM7f15JaKg1s062wrRDJXcvAZEF54tQWubpMlYwrmOsJKgwd5uZWnKOvqkBlGEbYxkvCe7zOc2D1SwKTYO9UkGRdxoUE5WYMXPmoUy3U9bRGNQXpkvb_UjoPphqeBgS7_8QjGQjLZn8h_2eIS6d1Dnp8=&c=ntR4kMJgpFqQ81qSAbXGJGUjkXZamPnarW38wjGZgabO-u3B3zrbJw==&ch=y8tM_ze3ySbX0BO4PDkYS53XXwnpgZnFVS0fNGCyNel0e33irnmyLg==

Opportunities and Resources

Godfrey Evangelical UCC Seeking a Nursery Worker for Sundays from 9:45 am to 12:00 pm
during the months of September thru May; In June, July and August from 9:45 am to 10:00 am.
The children needing care are ages infant through 2 or 3 years. Pay rate is $25 per hour, which
will be paid every 2 weeks. Please contact Pam Kasten at pkasten59@gmail.com with
questions or to express your interest.

Part Time Organist/Pianist - Friedens United Church of Christ in Marissa, IL is seeking a
part-time organist and/or pianist. Duties include playing organ and/or piano on Sundays for our
10 am worship services as well as Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, mid-
week Lenten services, and our Pre-Lenten breakfast. Position includes 4 paid Sundays off
(except for Easter) for vacation time. Services normally consist of a prelude, 2-3 hymns, some
short, sung responses, and a postlude. To apply or for more information, contact Rev. Brett
Palmer at (618)295-2004 or marissafriedens@gmail.com.

Pinckneyville St. Paul UCC in Search of a Part-time Music Leader This position requires
excellent people skills in working with the Council, Pastor, Secretary, committees, and Sunday
school teachers. Their music skills include the ability to play a Wicks two-manual pipe organ
with pedals and piano. Good vocal skills are a plus but not required. The church does not have
a choir but occasionally has special instrumentalists and vocalists. Church services are
currently 10 am - 11 am on Sundays. Special services include Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday,
Maundy Thursday, and two Easter services. Contact the church secretary at (618)357-8075.

Grantfork UCC Seeks Assistant Organist or Pianist to play for their 10:15 am worship
service once or twice a month. Prelude, Postlude, and two or three hymns. Please contact
Grantfork UCC at (618)675-2595 if interested.

New Baden Zion UCC -Part-time Organist/Pianist/Music Director

Seeking a part time musician to fill several different roles. The person who fills this position will
play at weekly services, along with various special services such as Ash Wednesday, weekly
Lent services, etc. Additional possible responsibilities include selecting weekly service

music and hymns, directing an adult choir, coordinating special vocal and/or instrumental music,
and serving on the worship team. Keyboard skills and church choral experience as a singer or
director are preferred. To apply or for additional information, contact council president Rodney
Washburn at rodneywashburn1@gmail.com.

St. Paul UCC, Lebanon, IL- Part-time Organist

St. Paul UCC Lebanon, IL, is praying that God will bless the search for a part-time organist
willing to share their love of music through worship services (two per Sunday morning) including
special services, accom-panying the choir, & collaborating with Music Ministries. Specific details
regarding pay & benefits can be discussed by calling Patty Cornell (618)920-3661. A video can
be sent to office@stpaullebanonil.orqg.

St. John’s UCC of Smithton, IL is Seeking a Part-Time Music Director for 10-15 hours per
week. The Music Director will select, play and lead music for worship services. They will
collaborate with the worship committee and pastor, and also establish opportunities for other
music-related activities within the church. St. John’s has a new Boston upright piano and new
Rogers Imagine 235 Digital Organ, as well as 3 octaves of Suzuki hand chimes and an
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established chancel choir. Organ and piano experience are required, & vocal experience is
preferred. To apply or for additional information, contact the church at sjohnsucc@att.net.

Contact Us - Your OCWM Monies at Work

Please call (618)654-2125 before coming to the Conference Office or make an
appointment with a staff member using the emails below.

For the work of Conference teams and committees or for financial matters (in terms of your
church's giving to the Conference or OCWM), contact Debbie Kesner at dkesnher@iscucc.org.
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or Weekly
Connection, contact Missy Loyet at mloyet@iscucc.org.

For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions or ISC program
registrations, contact Julie Riechmann at

jriechmann@iscucc.org or (618)357-1809.

For Rev. Shana Johnson, ISC Conference Minister, contact her at sjohnson@iscucc.org or
(618)882-8247.

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and
lllinois South Conference of the UCC
Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the lllinois South Conference of the United

Church of Christ does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious
background, sexual orientation, or gender identity. To the extent possible, we endeavor to
accommodate those with a variety of physical, mental, emotional, medical, or dietary needs.

lllinois South Conference Back Bay Mission CHHSM

Deaconess Foundation Deaconess Nurse Ministry DuBois Center

Eden Theological Seminary Emmaus Homes Hitz Memorial Home

Hoyleton Youth & Family Unleashing Potential

Pension Board-UCC St. John's Community Care UCC Insurance Board

Uplands Village UCC Campus Ministry Uni-Pres Kindercottage
UCC Newsletter

linois B \)

South
Conference |
Qe JI GIVE
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