
March 05, 2024 
 

  

With Sunday, March 10 being my last day at DuBois Center, I wanted to take a 
second to reflect and express my gratitude for all the people who make DuBois 
Center a sacred place. It takes a community to care for a camp and DuBois 
Center is no different. I am especially grateful to be able to witness the hard work 
and care from all the staff and volunteers as well as teams and committees from 
Conference Council, Outdoor Ministry Team, Property Committee, Finance 
Ministry, Personnel, Gatherings Team, and Local Church Ministries. I have 
learned a lot during my tenure that I will take with me as I continue my journey and 
am grateful for the friendships and relationship I have made along the way. And 
please remember, sign up for summer camp – registration is now open. 

-Noah McCarn  

 

 

Remember in Your Prayers this Week... 
 

 

-Belleville Trinity UCC Rev. Tim 
(Shae) Powers-Reed 
 
-Retired Pastor 
Rev. Earl (Johanna) 
Crecelius, Freeburg, IL 

 

 

-Belleville St Paul UCC Rev. 
Michelle (Aaron) Torigian 

 

-Keep the mother of Pastor 
Norma Patterson in your prayers 
as she struggles with health 
issues. Pastor Norma Patterson is 
the Pastor and Teacher for East St. 
Louis Good Shepherd of Faith and 
has served on several teams for 
ISC. Cards may be sent to Norma 
at 5310 DePaul Drive, PO Box 
4235, Fairview Heights, IL 62008. 

 

Illinois South Conference News & Events 
 

March 6th is the last day... 
to register for this year's event entitled "Into the Woods We Shall Go…to 

care for our minds and nourish our souls" to be held on Saturday, March 
9th, 2024, from 9:00am to 12:15pm with optional Friday evening Self-Care 

Retreat. Sign up today! 
 

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION 

 

 

 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR DAY OF DISCIPLESHIP 

 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/5310+DePaul+Drive?entry=gmail&source=g
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NaFNmwhWQ-Y6Eo6Eg5uXB8LS7-ahhsR5AI0DQ50uThK-QSyvDdfq3NSlp03d9y2bFiGI6h6B9O4RSHkSLYZhU9GWjlc9tOwmAXYVRKEE03iylzjCFy964Ov9gCMLZ04HwaGbW4btQBTZqFcHRMx1bFC-rdbr_C0ssxNSsECeM9tsTYf13RlL8yoyKWfkehM48FWYm69E0TE2gSPOLlhXg5iy6DBlL0A4Ko__72AQAy4=&c=bEOIJv2YNgkAbcGEU0UxI97O6OhxiL5qQx692KacWUCceZIdaqXiYQ==&ch=z3oBNZ6fDYNxCzQp3s2V3Zbn-dEMDzPe9nca4SrEjERWi6BmJmZ6aw==
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NaFNmwhWQ-Y6Eo6Eg5uXB8LS7-ahhsR5AI0DQ50uThK-QSyvDdfq3KygrtNB76qK_yhv4MTe77STfRtLp8SAiC9LBGYQRFEWde_oNMQJEDNlxf4uRUoXuA73kLoqS4txMb8GPHKUXe0=&c=bEOIJv2YNgkAbcGEU0UxI97O6OhxiL5qQx692KacWUCceZIdaqXiYQ==&ch=z3oBNZ6fDYNxCzQp3s2V3Zbn-dEMDzPe9nca4SrEjERWi6BmJmZ6aw==


  

 

THERE'S STILL TIME TO FILL OUT YOUR YEARBOOK INFO! 
The deadline for the national level of the UCC yearbook is fast approaching. The website 
for online reporting will close on March 6, 2024 at 11pm. If you have already done the online 
reporting for your church – Thank you! If you haven’t there is still time to get that reporting 
done. Thank you! If you have question regarding the reporting, please 
email dkesner@iscucc.org. 

 

  

 

  

 

   

ALL UCC-authorized pastors and delegates from each ISC congregation, please mark your 
calendars and plan to attend THE IN-PERSON ECCLESIASTICAL COUNCIL of 
Josiah Accola on Sunday, March 17 at 3 pm at Salem United Church of Christ,1117 W. 
North Street, Alhambra, Illinois 62001 

 

  

 

  

O'Fallon UCC invites you to a special St. Patrick's Day worship at 9:45am on Sunday, March 
17th. Professional musical group "Celtica" will provide lots of traditional Irish music with guitar, 
flute, whistles and bodhran drum. (206 West Adams Street, O'Fallon IL) 

 

  

 

ONLINE EDUCATIONAL OFFERINGS BY THE MINISTERIAL, EXCELLENCE, SUPPORT, AND 
AUTHORIZATION (MESA) MINISTRY TEAM OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
To register, please click the highlighted title of the event. Also, please note these offerings are in 
the Eastern Time Zone, not the Central Time Zone, so you will need to make this adjustment on 
your calendar when registering and participating in an event. These courses are approved by our 
COM. 
--Wednesday, March 13, 4:00 – 5:30pm ET The Interim Time: What Do We Do? with the Rev. 
Jeff Nelson  
--Monday, March 14, 1:30 – 4:30pm ET, Retired Minister Boundary Training with Rev. Tara 
Barber (please note date change) 

  

mailto:dkesner@iscucc.org
https://www.google.com/maps/search/206+West+Adams+Street,+O'Fallon+IL?entry=gmail&source=g
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CLICK HERE FOR RETREAT INFO AND REGISTRATION FORM 

 

 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER ONLINE FOR RETREAT 

 

 

  

 

Show Our Illinois South Conference Ministry Leaders Some LOVE 
Our Local Church Ministries Team is hoping you will be able to help them again this year by 

donating ~40 items for the Pastors' Retreat Goody Bags.(Request is not intended for retreatants.) 
Examples are homemade treats or crafts, pens, journals, handwritten thank you notes or $ to help 
purchase items. Bring/send items to either St Paul UCC, Columbia or the ISC Office by April 8th. 
Alternatively, you can bring items to the Day of Discipleship on March 9th. Click here for info or 

reach out to Denise Johnson at christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org. Thank you in advance!! 
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ENCOURAGE YOUR CONGREGATION TO SUBSCRIBE TO WEEKLY CONNECTION... 
Would you please consider adding a short announcement in your bulletin and/or newsletter to increase 
UCC engagement and education? 
Such as... 
"Did you know you can receive the Illinois South Conference UCC Newsletter, WEEKLY 
CONNECTION, in your email inbox? You will experience UCC news and events on a church, conference, 
national and world level. It only takes a couple of minutes. Go to https://iscucc.org/weekly-connection-
registration/ to sign up." 

 

UCC National and Regional News & Events 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
75th Anniversary 

One Great Hour of Sharing is one of four special mission 
offerings of the United Church of Christ. This Lenten 
Offering supports the disaster, refugee, and development 
ministries of the UCC within Wider Church Ministries. 
March 10, 2024 is the 75th anniversary of One Great Hour 
of Sharing. Through OGHS you engage in holistic development programs including health care, education, 
agriculture, food sustainability, micro-financing, and women’s empowerment. Please consider a gift in the 
envelopes provided or you may donate online. Click HERE for an OGHS video you can watch and share 
with your church. 

 

 

CREATION JUSTICE 
2nd WEDNESDAYS, 1:00 PM ET 

The UCC’s Creation Justice Webinar series brings leaders in the field of environmental 
justice into conversation with an interfaith audience seeking to put their values into 

action as caretakers and protectors of God’s creation. 
|Upcoming Series Webinars| 

Climate Action Assembly 
Mar 6, 2024 | 1:00pm ET 

How Long Till Justice?: Flint, Jackson, and Red Hill 
Mar 13, 2024 | 1:00pm ET 

2024 UCC Annual Earth Summit 
Apr 20, 2024 | 1:00pm ET 

 
• SUBSCRIBE 
• VIEW PAST CREATION JUSTICE WEBINARS 

 

 

***2024 REGIONAL YOUTH EVENT*** 
Augustana College, 
Rock Island, Illinois 

The Many (who were our keynote musicians at our 2022 ISC Annual 
Meeting) will be the music and worship leaders for the event. To keep the 
registration fee for each participant minimal, the Conferences and the 
National setting of the UCC will offset much of the event's costs. 
-Early Bird Cost: through March 31, is $200 
-Regular Registration Cost: April 1 to May 15: $250 
-Late Registration Cost: May 16 to June 15: $300 
Please note registration will close on June 15. Register Here 
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ISC Hunger Action Team 
 

  

 

   

The ISC Hunger Action Team would like to recognize: 
The ISC Hunger Action Team would like to recognize the O’Fallon UCC Youth Group for their “Birthday 
Bag” Mission Project. The youth partnered with O’Fallon Community Food Pantry to provide “Birthday 
Blessing” bags for children in need. Bags include cake mix, frosting, candles, plates, napkins, balloons and 
a birthday card.(above left) Such a blessing for families in O’Fallon and Shiloh, who are dealing with food 
insecurity. The youth also collected canned goods for their “Souper Bowl of Caring” Mission Project.(above 
right) These donations were also shared with the local food pantry. Thanks to O’Fallon UCC for these great 
mission projects - under the leadership of pastor and teacher, Rev. Dr. Martha Thierheimer. 

 

Click here and share your food insecurity outreach stories with the ISC HUNGER ACTION TEAM! 

 

 

News from DuBois Center 
 

 

This retreat brings the generations together to 
celebrate and build relationships. Reserve your 
spots now for our weekend of relaxing and 
connecting with the moms, daughters, aunts, 
nieces, or grandmas in your life! With crafts, 
relaxation, and optional horseback riding, this is 
just the weekend you need to spend some time 
with the ones you love!  

Mother Daughter Retreat 
Registration 

 

 

 Registration is OPEN! 
Save $20 per camp, when you register 
during early bird registration from March 
4-18! To register and view more info 
visit us at duboiscenter.org. 

Summer Camp Info + 
Registration 
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Does spending your summer at DuBois Center sound like a dream 
come true? Then, consider applying as a cabin counselor for our 2024 
Summer Camps. You can share the camp spirit with a cabin full of 
kiddos while creating amazing camp memories. Required training 
begins May 26th. For more information go 
to duboiscenter.org/employment/summer-camp-staff 

 

 

  

Council for Health and Human Services News 
 

    

2024 HOYLETON HONORS NIGHT A HUGE SUCCESS 
 
This year we recognized St. John United Church of Christ - Maeystown, Illinois and Zion United 
Church of Christ-St. Joe - Waterloo, Illinois as our Mission Companion at this year's Hoyleton Honors 
Night! For decades, these UCC churches have steadfastly supported our mission, through volunteer efforts 
and donations. This church family's youth group, alongside their parents, have generously volunteered their 
time and resources to support Hoyleton, from providing sack lunches for field trips to organizing Easter egg 
hunts and creating baskets. Their continuous commitment demonstrates the impact volunteering can have 
on both the volunteer and those they serve. https://www.facebook.com/Hoyleton/ 

 

 

 

Our ISC Churches News & Events 
 

St Peter UCC Fish Fry Come on into St Peter UCC-Red Bud, IL Fri, March 8th from 4pm-7pm for indoor 
dining or enjoy curbside pickup. Menu featuring cod, catfish, shrimp and chicken strips--sides include 
German and American potato salad, french fries, macaroni & cheese, slaw, stewed tomatoes, baked beans 
and cucumber salad. Call 618-282-2417 for carry-outs. 

 

Hamel Immanuel UCC CHICKEN DINNER March 10, 2024 11:30am-4:30pm -5838 Staunton Rd. 
Edwardsville, IL (1.5 miles South of Hamel). $12.00 DRIVE - THRU Carryout only. Menu-Fried Chicken, 
mashed potatoes & gravy, green beans, applesauce and coleslaw. Quilt, Smart TV and gift card raffle, too! 

 

Zion UCC, New Baden, IL Fish Fry Friday, March 15th 4:00pm-6:30pm 414 W. Hanover St, New Baden, 
IL. $15/dinner includes cod tail, catfish or shrimp, mac & cheese, hush puppies, coleslaw, fries and dessert. 
Drive-thru only. Accommodating large orders! -Call (618)588-4135 for info. 
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Friedens UCC Sausage & Kraut Dinner Sunday, March 17 11:30am-4:30pm 207 E. Center St. Troy, IL. 
Dinners are $15 and include grilled pork sausage, sauerkraut, green beans, mashed potatoes & gravy and 
dessert. Drive-thru only. Questions? (618)667-6535 or email friedens@friedensucc-troy.org 

 

Opportunities and Resources 
 

Godfrey Evangelical UCC is in search of a Nursery Worker for Sundays from 9:45 am to 12:00 pm 
during the months of September thru May; In June, July and August from 9:45 am to 10:00 am. The 
children needing care are ages infant through 2 or 3 years. Pay rate is $25 per hour, which will be paid 
every 2 weeks. Please contact Pam Kasten at pkasten59@gmail.com with questions or to express your 
interest. 

 

Part Time Organist/Pianist - Friedens United Church of Christ in Marissa, IL is seeking a part-time 
organist and/or pianist. Duties include playing organ and/or piano on Sundays for our 10 am worship 
services as well as Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, mid-week Lenten services, and our 
Pre-Lenten breakfast. Position includes 4 paid Sundays off (except for Easter) for vacation time. Services 
normally consist of a prelude, 2-3 hymns, some short, sung responses, and a postlude. To apply or for 
more information, contact Rev. Brett Palmer at (618)295-2004 or marissafriedens@gmail.com. 

 

Pinckneyville St. Paul UCC is in search for a Part-time Music Leader This position requires excellent 
people skills in working with the Council, Pastor, Secretary, committees, and Sunday school teachers. Their 
music skills include the ability to play a Wicks two-manual pipe organ with pedals and piano. Good vocal 
skills are a plus but not required. The church does not have a choir but occasionally has special 
instrumentalists and vocalists. Church services are currently 10 am - 11 am on Sundays. Special services 
include Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and two Easter services. Contact the church 
secretary at (618)357-8075. 

 

Grantfork UCC Seeks Assistant Organist or Pianist to play for their 10:15 am worship service once or 
twice a month. Prelude, Postlude, and two or three hymns. Please contact Grantfork UCC at (618)675-2595 
if interested. 

 

New Baden Zion UCC -Part-time Organist/Pianist/Music Director 
Seeking a part time musician to fill several different roles. The person who fills this position will play at 
weekly services, along with various special services such as Ash Wednesday, weekly Lent services, etc. 
Additional possible responsibilities include selecting weekly service music and hymns, directing an adult 
choir, coordinating special vocal and/or instrumental music, and serving on the worship team. Keyboard 
skills and church choral experience as a singer or director are preferred. To apply or for additional 
information, contact council president Rodney Washburn at rodneywashburn1@gmail.com. 

 

St. Paul UCC, Lebanon, IL- Part-time Organist 
St. Paul UCC Lebanon, IL, is praying that God will bless the search for a part-time organist willing to share 
their love of music through worship services (two per Sunday morning) including special services, accom-
panying the choir, & collaborating with Music Ministries. Specific details regarding pay & benefits can be 
discussed by calling Patty Cornell (618)920-3661. A video can be sent to office@stpaullebanonil.org.  

 

St. John’s UCC of Smithton, IL is seeking a part-time Music Director for 10-15 hours per week. The 
Music Director will select, play and lead music for worship services. They will collaborate with the worship 
committee and pastor, and also establish opportunities for other music-related activities within the church. 
St. John’s has a new Boston upright piano and new Rogers Imagine 235 Digital Organ, as well as 3 octaves 
of Suzuki hand chimes and an established chancel choir. Organ and piano experience are required, & vocal 
experience is preferred. To apply or for additional information, contact the church at sjohnsucc@att.net. 
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CONTACT US - YOUR OCWM MONIES AT WORK 
Please call (618)654-2125 before coming to the Conference Office or make an appointment with a 
staff member using the emails below. 
For the work of Conference teams and committees or for financial matters (in terms of your church's giving 
to the Conference or OCWM), contact Debbie Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org. 
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or Weekly Connection, 
contact Missy Loyet at mloyet@iscucc.org. 
For DuBois Center Executive Director, contact Noah McCarn at director@DuBoisCenter.org. 
For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions or ISC program registrations, 
contact Julie Riechmann at 
jriechmann@iscucc.org or (618)357-1809. 
For Rev. Shana Johnson, ISC Conference Minister, contact her at sjohnson@iscucc.org or (618)882-
8247. 

 

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and 
Illinois South Conference of the UCC 

Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United 
Church of Christ does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious 
background, sexual orientation, or gender identity. To the extent possible, we endeavor to 
accommodate those with a variety of physical, mental, emotional, medical, or dietary needs. 

 

Illinois South Conference    Back Bay Mission   CHHSM    
 

Deaconess Foundation Deaconess Nurse Ministry    DuBois Center    
 

Eden Theological Seminary   Emmaus Homes    Hitz Memorial Home 
 

Hoyleton Youth & Family     Unleashing Potential 
 

Pension Board-UCC   St. John's Community Care   UCC Insurance Board 
 

Uplands Village   UCC Campus Ministry   Uni-Pres Kindercottage   
UCC Newsletter 
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