
 

 

June 28, 2022 
 

A Pastor's Viewpoint 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
I grew up in a UCC congregation on the 
other side of the river in South St. Louis. It 
was there that I was baptized and 
confirmed. It was in those pews where I 
would hear German carols sung at 
Christmas, and it was in the fellowship 

hall kitchen where I learned how to make stewed 
tomatoes for the Wurstmarkt. My extended family was 
there, and I was surrounded by people I loved and who 
loved me. 
As I grew older, the congregation began to change. 
During my teenage years I still attended church almost 
every Sunday, but seldom at my home church. I drove 
all over the St. Louis metro area to attend church with 
friends from the UCC camp I grew up at, Camp MoVal. 
Just after I finished college, the congregation where I 
had grown up voted to leave the UCC, but by then I no 
longer thought of that congregation as my home church. 
For many years, when people asked what church I was 
from, I told them my home church was my church camp. 
During the 1950s and 1960s, membership boomed in 
our UCC churches, as well as in neighboring mainline 
denominations. We built larger sanctuaries to hold the 
Easter and Christmas crowds, and we built church 
camps to serve the growing number of children who we 
were sure we would continue to see. However, in the 
last 20 to 30 years, things have changed. Churches built 
to hold 200 worshipers for two services each Sunday 
hold 50 at one service, and UCC conferences, as well 
as other mainline denominations, have been closing and 
selling off camp properties at a steady rate. But camps 
like DuBois Center, our Conference camp, play a vital 
role in the faith of our children and youth.  
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus remarks, “For where 
two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 
among them.” During their week at DuBois Center, the 
children and youth who gather in Jesus’ name become 
a community of faith as true as any church 
congregation. The foundation for their understanding of  

 

Prayer list for July 3-July 9, 2022 
Church & Pastors 
-Pana United in Faith, 
Rev. Leon (Kay) Goff 
(right) 

-Pinckneyville St. 
Paul UCC, Rev. 
Jason (Petrice) 
Eisele (left) 

Retired Pastor 
- Rev. Jean Carmean, O'Fallon, IL 

People with Life Concerns  
-Keep Rev. Shana Johnson, ISC 
Conference Minister, in your 
prayers as she is on an abbreviated 
Sabbatical. Please wait to send 
emails to her until her return on July 
25. Instead, contact Christy Pursell 
at cpursell@iscucc.org  
-Please hold Rev. Jim & Lelynna 
Langdoc in your prayers as Lelynna 
deals with some health issues. 
Cards can be sent to her at 16640 
Cagan Orchard #122, Clermont, FL 
34714.  
-Pray for Rev. Gus (Sue) Kuether 
as he heals. Rev. Kuether is a retired 
ISC pastor who served on many ISC 
teams and committees. Cards may 
be sent to 536 Pebble Brook Ln, 
Belleville IL 62221.  
-Keep Rev. Bill (Patti) Causer in 
your prayers. Rev. Causer has 
served several churches in ISC. 
Cards may be sent to 11315 N 
Presley Ln, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864.  
-Pray for Peace.  

 

mailto:cpursell@iscucc.org


God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit is laid in Sunday School and in churches all around the 
Conference, and it grows and is nurtured at camp. At camp, worship is planned and led by 10-
year-olds and is as meaningful as anything we might hear on a Sunday morning. DuBois Center 
is also a place where people of all ages and abilities can encounter God. We can experience the 
majesty of God’s creation. We can see the wind of the spirit on the waters and the tongues of 
flame in the campfire at the end of a fun day. 
So far, the churches and members of the Illinois South Conference have done an amazing job in 
supporting the DuBois 6.0 Capital Campaign. With 6 months left of the 15-month campaign, we 
have already raised 80% of the goal of $225,290. If you haven’t already donated to support the 
campaign, your help is still needed! If you are not able to make a financial donation, please keep 
DuBois Center in your prayers and consider donating your time or other talents to camp to 
ensure that DuBois Center will be here for another 60 years (or more!) to help our youth and 
children grow into the loving and caring people Jesus calls us all to be. 
Blessings and peace to you all,  
Rev. Philip Barbier, Pastor & Teacher, St. Jacob UCC and Summerfield St. John’s UCC 

 

Happy 

July 4th  

Celebrating  

Freedom 
   

The Amazing People of Illinois South Conference... 
Priscilla Self, ISC Disaster Coordinator Makes the UCC News. 
Meet Priscilla Self, Member at Okawville St. Peter's UCC and  
Illinois South Conference Disaster Coordinator (CDC) since early 2017 
by Carol Fouke-Mpoyo | published on Jun 14, 2022  
Conference Disaster Coordinator (CDC) for Illinois South Conference 
Before I retired in May of 2014, I served 37 years as the Office Manager at the 
Illinois South Conference Camp and Retreat Center – DuBois Center. I loved my 
job there! Over and over, I saw and experienced the faith of others; how living and working within 
a Christian community impacted so many lives. I love the church and participating in various 
church and Conference opportunities. 
In 1999 I met my future husband, the Rev. Howard Self, when he spent a week at DuBois Center, 
directing the Senior High Camp. We were married in April, 2001, at St. Peter’s UCC in Centralia, 
Illinois, where he was serving as Pastor. For several years after that, Howard directed a 
weeklong offsite Conference Mission Trip for Senior Highs and adults. Their first Mission Trip was 
to Deltona, Florida. I followed up with the necessary arrangements and registration paperwork – 
in fact that is when I first “met” Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson – she was the arrangements 
person for the Florida Conference. This was my first introduction to UCC Disaster Ministries. 
What drew you to disaster ministries?  
Those DuBois Center ISC Mission Trip Camps drew me in! I never went on any of those trips, but 
I was there to see Howard and the trip campers leave and return back home. Oh, to listen to their 
stories and experiences of the recovery work they did; how much they learned about themselves; 
and how they helped persons move back into their homes was so compelling to me. I wished I 
could have gone with them. I remember one young person showing me photos of the process of 
building a deck and ramp at the front door of their house after a tornado destroyed what was 
previously there. She was so proud to show me photos of her using different power tools, working 



alongside the guys. The last photo showed her holding the door open so a young person in a 
wheelchair could come outside. That was so powerful to see the big smile on his face as he 
came through that door. He was no longer confined to the house! Read more.  

 

More Amazing - "We Gotta Run" formerly known as the Hike & Bike Race/Walk sponsored 
by the Maeystown St. John UCC raised $3,864 for the Hoyleton Youth & Family Services on 
May 7. Congratulations for a creative way to support those in need. 

 

More Amazing - Youth to Camp - Thank you to Irvington Friedens UCC for fully sponsoring 
three youths from their church and two youths from the community!  Your church can support 
DuBois Center and the youth in your church and community by donating to the DuBois Center 
Scholarship Fund.  

 

Did you know? - The Justice and Mission Team Answers  
You’ll get federal tax credits for 26% of the cost of your solar system?  
Call Illinois South Conference at 618-654 2125 to be directed to a Justice and Mission 
representative or click here for more information.   

 

SAVE THE DATE - Illinois South Conference  
2022 Ministers’ Retreat: “Creative Connections” 

November 2 and 3, 2022 - Toddhall Retreat and Conference Center, 
Columbia, IL 

The Local Church Ministries Team is offering a time away for Illinois South 
ministers (both active and retired) to be welcomed into community, spiritually nourished, and 
boosted in creative confidence. We will engage our theme of Creative Connections by providing 
activities, conversations, and creative projects that will remind us that we are created in God’s 
image and help us find the joy and courage in that once again! Whether you consider yourself 
“creative” or not, there will be something for you at this retreat. Registration information will be 
available soon. 

 

Resolutions for Annual Meeting - A resolution is a motion that requires a decision and includes 
a recommended action. All resolutions presented to the Annual Meeting must be submitted to the 
Conference Council for review and classification (see attached document). The resolution must be 
sent to the Conference Moderator, Dr. Jill Baker, by July 17, 2022. Emergency resolutions (issues 
that may arise after the deadline for submittal but prior to Annual Meeting) will need to be sent to 
Dr. Baker by noon on Friday, October 14. All resolutions can be emailed to Dr. Baker at 
jabaker5@aol.com. Resolutions can be submitted by a church council or consistory, a 
congregation of the ISC that has approved a resolution at a regular or special meeting, the ISC 
Conference Council, or a committee or team of the Conference.    

 

Attention Deaconess School of Nursing Alumni - On Sunday, August 14, from 6:30 pm – 8:30 
pm at The Jewel Box in St. Louis’ Forest Park, Deaconess Nurse Ministry invites the Deaconess 
School of Nursing Alumni to attend a Healthy Impact Dinner, There is no charge to attend, but an 
RSVP is required by August 1. Donations are welcome to enhance the ministry of Deaconess 
Nurse Ministry as they celebrate the alumni and the legacy of Rev. Dr. Douglas Anders. The 
Deaconess Hospital heritage carries a strong connection to the Evangelical roots of the United 
Church of Christ. To register, click here, call 314-395-4655, or email dpupillo@faithnurses.org or 
adm@faithnurses.org.  
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Boundary Training - As part of clergy's covenant and standing with the ISC, they are required to 
attend Boundary Training every three years. Church leaders may also register if they choose to. 
The final ISC Boundary Training of the year will take place on Tuesday, August 30, 2022, via 
Zoom from 8:30 am - Noon. This training will be for active and retired clergy as well as interested 
church leaders. If interested in attending, contact Christy at cpursell@iscucc.org. She will then 
provide the meeting link and ID. Fees for the training are $20 for retired ISC pastors and $25 for 
active ISC pastors and/or church leaders. Fees for non-ISC pastors (those with standing outside 
of ISC) are $25 for retired pastors and $30 for active pastors. To register/pay, send a check 
payable to Illinois South Conference and noted for Boundary Training to 1312 Broadway, 
Highland, IL 62249 or call Christy at 618-420-2608 to make a payment by credit card.  

 

Fall Festival Is Coming! 
It is not too early to begin planning for DuBois' 
Fall Festival on Sunday, October 2. A change this 
year: instead of the Upscale Resale Shoppe, there will be a silent auction of upscale baskets. 
Please organize your congregation or church group to prepare a themed basket worth a minimum 
of $50. Be creative, be generous, list the contents and notify Audrey Hicks of your donation by 
Sunday, September 18 at audhicks@hotmail.com, 618-939-8673, or 618-604-9792. 

 

Our 7th Rainbow Camp will be Saturday, August 13 from 9 am to 7 pm. This year, 
we're bringing back Rainbow Camp Plus, the optional overnight stay in Hickory Lodge on 
Friday night, August 12, which will start at 5 pm. We'll have all your favorite camp 
activities, including horseback riding, water games, canoeing, archery, fishing, crafts, and 

a whole lot more. Rainbow Camp is for Queer singles, couples and families, and our straight 
allies. Go to www.DuBoisCenter.org to register. Bring a friend and come join the fun! Click here for 
a flyer.  

 

DuBois 6.0 Campaign Update - We are over $190,000 for a total donation as of this edition. 
There are several projects that have been completed. But since camp is in full swing, some 
projects have been funded but not completed so as not to interfere with the kids at camp.  
Here are the projects that are completely finished:  

• Oak Lodge HVAC 
• Oak Lodge windows 
• Office windows 
• Rustic Cabin 
• Program Director’s House Improvements 

Here are projects that have been funded, but not completed yet: 
• Deep water solar lake aerator 
• Boat house solar power 
• Fence painted 

If you are looking for one of the larger projects to add your funds to as a church or 
organization, you may want to choose from these. Or check out the original list for some smaller 
projects to fit your group. 

• New hay barn (estimated at $30,000) 
• Road repair (estimated at $18,500) 
• Hillside Cottage Build (estimated at $77,000) 

We thank everyone for being a part of this fantastic venture to build faith, capacity, and 
opportunities for the next 60 years. 
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Hoyleton Youth & Family Services Golf 
Classic '22 - Have fun playing golf with 
your friends and support the Hoyleton 

Youth & Family Services on Friday, September 16 at Tamarack Golf Course, 800 Tamarack 
Lane in Shiloh. Many sponsorship opportunities if you can't take the day away from work. $100 per 
person/$400 per team. Register online; call 618-688-4742; or email lselden@hoyleton.org. 

 

ONA News - On June 25, 1972, the UCC made history when William R. Johnson became the first 
openly gay man ordained to ministry in an historic Christian church. Bill’s ordination, by the Golden 
Gate Association in the Northern California/Nevada Conference, opened doors for a new 
generation of openly LGBTQ leaders in our church. Ten years later, on April 25, 1982, Anne 
Holmes became the first openly lesbian minister ordained in the UCC. 
National ONA Sunday this weekend is an opportunity to give thanks in public worship for Bill and 
Anne, and for all the queer clergy whose gifts have enriched and strengthened the UCC. 
We share this video from Bill, who now lives at Pilgrim Place in Claremont, CA, marking his 
ordination. We'll be celebrating Bill and Anne, and the 50th anniversary of the Coalition's founding 
in 1972, at our virtual National ONA Gathering Aug. 5-7. More information coming soon.  

 

What's Happening in Illinois South Conference 
 

Job Opportunities - Pinckneyville St. Paul UCC is in search for a Part-time Music 
Leader. This position requires excellent people skills in working with the Council, Pastor, 
Secretary, committees and Sunday school teachers. Music skills include the ability to play a 
Wick’s two-manual pipe organ with pedals and piano. Good vocal skills is a plus but not required. 
The church does not have a choir but occasionally has special instrumentalists and vocalists. 
Church services are currently 10 am - 11 am on Sundays. Special services include Christmas 
Eve, Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday and two Easter services. 

Open Positions at Troy Friedens UCC  
●  Cemetery Sexton     ●  Nursery Attendant     ●  Director of Faith Formation 

If interested, call 618-667-6535 or email friedens@friedensucc-troy.org  
 

Music Director at Evangelical UCC in Highland who will be responsible for overseeing the 
directing, planning, and program development of the music of the Church. The Director serves as a 
resource to support, foster, and coordinate the worship life of the congregation through 
congregational, choral, and special music. The successful candidate will plan and lead relevant, 
meaningful, and engaging weekly worship music experiences. Contact 618-654-7459 or 
office@evucc.org for additional information.  

 

Belleville St. Paul UCC Vacancy-Organ and Piano Position - Areas of responsibilities include 
excellent organ and piano offerings for all services and accompaniment for weekly choir rehearsals 
and other musical ensembles as needed. In consultation with the senior pastor, serve as a 
resource for family weddings and funerals. Compensation will be appropriate to the weekly job 
responsibilities, background/experience, and professional preparation of the applicant. Please send 
resume with three references to musicsearch@stpaulucc.org.  

 

Region 5 - Marine UCC runs a free lunch program Monday to Friday from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm. 
Attendees do not need to be from the Marine area. No need to register and no pre-qualification is 
necessary. Anyone and everyone are invited. Thanks for helping to feed the people. 
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Vacation Bible Schools 
July 5-8; 5:30 pm - 8 pm (dinner & snack); Centralia St. Peter UCC; Food Truck Party: On a Roll 
with God  
July 11-15; 9 am - Noon; Collinsville St. John UCC; Food Truck Party: On a Roll with God  
July 11-15; 6 pm - 8 pm; Red Bud St. Peter UCC; Food Truck Party: On a Roll with God  
July 12; 9 am - 3 pm; St. Jacob UCC; Making a Big Splash with Jesus  
July 18-21; 6:30 pm - 8 pm; New Athens St. John UCC; Food Truck Party: On a Roll with God  
July 18-22; 9 am - noon; Fieldon UCC  
July 24-28; 6 pm - 8:30 pm; Carlinville St. Paul UCC  
July 25-29; 9 am - 11:30 am; New Baden Zion UCC; Rocky Railway  
Aug 7, 14, 21, 28, Sept 4, 11; 9:15 am - 10:00 am; Alhambra Salem UCC, SonHarvest County 
Fair   

 

CONTACT US - YOUR OCWM MONIES AT WORK - Please call before coming to the 
Conference Office or make an appointment with a staff member using the emails below. 
For the work of Conference teams and committees or search and call inquiries, contact Christy 
Pursell at cpursell@iscucc.org.  
For financial matters (in terms of your church's giving to the Conference or OCWM), contact 
Debbie Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org.  
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or Weekly 
Connection, contact Lynnette Schuepbach at lschuepbach@iscucc.org.  
For DuBois Center information, contact Hayley Elliott at 618-787-2202 or 
director@DuBoisCenter.org.  
For DuBois Center program information, contact Rylee Hodges-Stone at 618-787-2202 or 
program@DuBoisCenter.org.  
For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions, contact Julie Riechmann 
at 618-357-1809 or jriechmann@iscucc.org.  
To speak with the Conference Minister, contact Rev. Shana Johnson 618-882-8247 or 
sjohnson@iscucc.org. Rev. Shana Johnson is on an abbreviated sabbatical until July 25. Please 
send emails after that date.  

 

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and Illinois South Conference of the UCC 
Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ 
does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, 
or gender identity. To the extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, 
mental, emotional, medical, or dietary needs. 

 

  

  

Important Links 
 

Illinois South Conference Back Bay Mission CHHSM Deaconess Foundation Deaconess Nurse Ministry 
 

DuBois Center Ecuador Partnership Eden Theological Seminary Emmaus Homes Hitz Memorial Home 
 

Hoyleton Youth & Family LIFE Program Unleashing Potential New Athens Home Pension Board-UCC 
 

St. John's Community Care St. Paul's Sr. Community UCC Insurance Board Uplands Village UCC Campus 
Ministry  Uni-Pres Kindercottage 
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