
 

 

April 26, 2022 
 

An Open Letter to Parents 
About What Children Learn 
from Being Part of a Church  
Dear Parents, 
As a mother of two twenty-
something children, I have 

been thinking quite a bit about the 
experiences I was able to provide them 
growing up. As a parent of adult children, I 
delight in seeing how my girls are becoming 
comfortable in their skin and navigating the 
complexities of adulthood. I marvel at their 
maturity, tenacity, and deep faith. I recently 
realized one of the best gifts I was able to 
give them was the experience of life in the 
Church. At each age, they learned valuable 
lessons that equipped them in their 
relationships with themselves, others, and the 
Divine. 

In the early years 
Before they were even born, people in the 
church prayed for and celebrated their arrival. 
At their baptisms, the church promised to 
support their parents in raising them in the 
faith.  
As squirming, sometimes screaming toddlers, 
they learned that even if dad took them out of 
the sanctuary for a moment, they would 
return to experience the music, the flow, and 
rhythm of a worship service.  
They experienced a sense of the Holy before 
they could fully understand or articulate what 
it meant to be in the presence of God.  

In the grade school years 
Members of the church introduced them to 
Bible stories through Vacation Bible School 
songs, Sunday School classes, children's 
sermons, and Christmas pageants.  
They discovered they were never too young to 
volunteer. If they asked how they could help, 
people would take them up on the offer. 

Prayer list for  
May 8 - 14, 2022 
Church & Pastors 
-Marine UCC, Rev. Phil 
(Sandee) Kershner 

 
-Marion Zion UCC, Rev. 
John (Sara) Holst 

Retired Pastors 
- Rev. Louis Fluck, Marion, IL 

People with Life Concerns  
-Please pray for the family and friends of 
Rev. Ron Eslinger. Ron died on Sunday, 
April 17. Ron was an ordained UCC 
minister who served as a parish pastor, 
interim pastor, and Conference Minister 
in the Illinois South Conference from 
1995-2001. Most recently Ron also 
served as an Annuitant Visitor for the 
Pension Boards of the United Church of 
Christ. Ron is survived by his dear friend, 
Jean Stuit, and his children Elise and 
Evan. Services are being planned for 
May 7 at Plymouth Church in Des 
Moines, Iowa. Cards and condolences 
can be sent to Jean Stuit, 6815 Oakwood 
Dr, Urbandale, IA 50322-1890 and Elise 
Eslinger and Don Perkins, 803 Thye 
Parkway, Northfield, MN 55057 and Evan 
Eslinger and Carrie Robertson, 12618 
Pawnee Ln, Leawood, KS 66209. Click 
here for a full obituary.  
-Prayers of joy. The ISC Committee on 
Ministry has authorized Rev. Lauren 
Lambert-Goheen as having Privilege of 
Call. She is a chaplain at Shawnee 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/ronald-eslinger-obituary?id=34357348


Whether it was pulling weeds on a clean-up 
day or pulling the wagon to deliver the chicken 
from the fry shack to the fellowship hall where 
paying customers were waiting for their 
meals—they could share in the work. 
They learned how to strike up conversations 
as they sat at fellowship tables with church 
members. 

In the mid-school years 
They got comfortable with public speaking 
through reading scripture, participating in 
plays and skits, and sharing their confirmation 
faith presentation in worship. 
They experienced the joy and comfort of 
having older adults in the congregation that 
became like additional grandparents.  
In the beginning stage of awkward 
adolescence, they felt seen and accepted in 
the church in a way they didn't always feel at 
school. 

In the high school years 
They unplugged for a week or two on mission 
trips. These trips took them out of their 
comfort zone as they stayed in unfamiliar   

 

Correctional Center and providing pulpit 
supply at Murphysboro St. Peter's UCC. 
Cards may be sent to 101 Sidney Ln, 
Goreville, IL 62939.  
-Pray for Rev. Michelle Torigian and her 
husband, Aaron Brent Coleman as they 
both heal from surgeries. Rev. Torigian is 
the pastor and teacher for Belleville St. 
Paul UCC. Send cards to them at 2716 
Autumn Harvest Ln, Belleville, IL 62221.  
-Pray for Rev. Gus (Sue) Kuether as he 
heals from surgery. Rev. Kuether is a retired 
ISC pastor who served on many ISC teams 
and committees. Send cards to him at 536 
Pebble Brook Ln, Belleville IL 62221.  
-Pray for peace in the world. 

 
Have a Laugh 

with 
Troy Friedens 

UCC 

 

spaces and places, worked with their hands, and came home with a different perspective and 
appreciation for their life. 
Through leadership roles in the church, they developed organizational skills and a sense of how 
broader systems fit together. 
In their teenage years, it was in the church that they learned life's complex realities. Death is a 
part of life and can happen unexpectedly, even to young people. They experienced the church as 
a human institution, and as such, people (even highly respected leaders) are fallible. And even 
though people try to bring their best selves to church, their worst selves often come out at church. 

As young adults 
My girls now realize that the things that come naturally (and one might take for granted) are 
byproducts and gifts of being raised in the church. 
They know how to relate to people of every age. 
They know how to work hard and contribute to the whole. 
They know everyone has a unique God-given gift to share--gifts that the world needs. 
They know that when someone dies, if possible, you go to the funeral or send flowers or a card to 
show this person's life mattered. 
They know everyone will face difficult times. 
They know everyone will make mistakes, but no one should be judged and remembered for their 
worst decision. 
They know the Church is not God, and the Church is an imperfect place where God's perfect 
grace can be experienced. 
The world is full of quirky people (including themselves) whom God created and in whom God 
takes delight. 
They know they can make a difference in the world by doing small things with great love. 



They know that faith will carry them through whatever disappointment or crisis they face. 
Ultimately, they know that God's love can be stronger than all that could divide us. 

Dear parents, I know there are so many things clamoring for your attention and our children's 
attention. It can be challenging to have little ones in the pews with you, and it can be tempting to 
sleep in on Sunday mornings. By the time your child hits grade school, others might convince you 
that your time is better spent in activities and events that you think will help your child get ahead in 
life or get scholarships to college. But, dear parents, as my girls have often shared with me, the 
lessons they learned in the Church can be valuable beyond measure. 
Blessings, Rev. Shana Johnson, ISC Conference Minister 

 

The Amazing People of Illinois South Conference... 
Congratulations and Thanks to ISC churches who have taken up the 
mission to help the Ukraine Relief Fund through ISC or UCC. If your church 
has participated in this mission, we'd like to share ideas with other 
churches. 

Here are ISC churches which have taken on this mission. 
• Godfrey Evangelical UCC donated $2,620.00 to Ukraine Relief Fund through ISC. 
• O'Fallon UCC Youth Group prepared packets of sunflower seeds with a prayer card to raise 

money for the UCC Ukraine Relief Fund. O'Fallon UCC members have donated almost 
$7,000 to date. Photo (above left) of O'Fallon Youth Group. 

Thanks for your generous gift and a humanitarian blessing. 
 

Belleville St. Paul UCC Dedicates Heritage Hall 
After years of planning, hard work, and renovation, St. 
Paul UCC in Belleville was able to rededicate their 
Heritage Hall. A beautiful space with a beautiful history. 
Dave Hoffmann and Roger Harris (left photo top l to r), co-

leaders of the project, welcomed the group and 
explained the process. The photo (right top) shows the 
leadership of St. Paul UCC, designers and construction 
managers beginning the dedication with a ribbon cutting. The photo 
(below left) shows the additional worship space in Heritage Hall. 
The photo (below right) shows the historical rose window which 
was restored. Congratulations on such a beautiful space.  

Tornado Recovery Work Camps Planned in Mayfield, 
Kentucky - Preliminary information 
Greg Dent, Conference Disaster Coordinator for the 
Indiana-Kentucky UCC Conference, is organizing Work 
Camps to begin the recovery process for persons and 
families sustaining property damages in the December 

2021 tornadoes. A Long Term Recovery Group has established housing at a 
local church with some, if not all, meals 
provided. Volunteers ages 14 and up (2 adults required for 
every 5 person under the age of 18) are welcome to 
register. A full week session runs from Sunday afternoon 
through Saturday morning; partial weeks are also 
available. The fee is $25.00 per day or $125 for the full 
week. Go to the Indiana Kentucky UCC Conference for the necessary forms to 

https://ikcucc.org/disaster-preparedness/


register. To organize and plan for a Work Camp for your group, email gdenk5258@att.net. To 
register for a work camp, email pdavis7750@comcast.net. Pictures and video are provided by our 
ISC Disaster Coordinator, Priscilla Self. Notice the leaves sprouting out at the top of the damaged 
trees (previous page right) – signs of hope and new life for this town. Priscilla traveled to Mayfield 
April 19 to deliver some Disaster Clean-Up buckets donated by Hamel Immanuel UCC. Thanks 
Immanuel. While there she met with Al Chandler, Pastor of the Northside Baptist Church and 
Coordinator of the Mayfield Long Term Recovery Group (LTRG). Priscilla may be contacted at 
pjj48@hotmail.com, 618-318-0083. 

 

Love Is Greater than Fear - The Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday, 
October 15, 2022, hosted by the Collinsville St. John UCC. The theme for 
2022 is Love > Fear. The theme is borrowed from one of the songs by The 
Many, the featured artists and musical group that will inspire us with their 
message within their music and lyrics. 

The scripture verse inspiring our Annual Meeting is 1 John 4:16b, 18-21 NRSV. You may read 
more about The Many on their website. 

 

St Paul UCC, Lebanon, 6% for DuBois 6.0 Investment! 
The Chicken Dinner Committee of St. Paul UCC, Lebanon, 
announced at a recent Church Council meeting that it was making a 
gift of $5,000 from its proceeds to the DuBois 6.0 Campaign. After a 
few moments of celebration and expressions of appreciation, the 

Church Council members looked at each other and, on the spot, decided to add 
another $3,000 to the amount for a total of $8,000 for the DuBois 6.0 Campaign. 
Then, after a bit more discussion, the Church Council made a very intentional 
decision to commit St Paul UCC to a goal which represents approximately 6% of their 
General Fund Budget, which is $16,000, the total of which is to be applied to three specific 
projects: The cost of the Deer Run Lodge, which is $4,500; a roof on the Lumber Shed, which is 
$3,000; and the remaining $8,500 to be applied to the renovation and updates on the Hay Barn. 
6% for 6.0! What an amazing approach to shared mission and ministry! The St. 
Paul congregation is being invited to match the initial $8,000 gift, dollar for dollar, 

to attain the goal...and, this is being done even as St Paul 
strives to complete their own $1.2 million dollar capital 
campaign which provided for a building addition to be 
attached to their worship home, as well complete the 
installation of a new Viscount Hybrid Pipe Organ! 
What a wonderful way to celebrate the mission of DuBois! 
St Paul 6% for DuBois 6.0! 

 

Pastors' Retreat Postponed 
The Local Church Ministries Team knows the importance of offering time away for pastors but are 
now unable to hold the retreat as planned in mid-May. However, the LCM team is planning a 
retreat in the Fall. LCM team hopes you will join them then. Watch your email inbox and the 
Weekly Connection for Fall dates.  

 

Thank you to our volunteers! On April 23, a 
group of volunteers gathered to help us 
prepare the site for summer camp. Trails and 
hedges were trimmed, paint was applied, 

cabins were cleaned, and leaves were raked. THANK YOU to everyone who came out! If you 

mailto:gdenk5258@att.net
mailto:pdavis7750@comcast.net
https://youtu.be/dTFgw5e-AEU
mailto:pjj48@hotmail.com
https://www.themanyarehere.com/


missed this workday, but would like to come to the next, please consider signing up for our next 
workday on May 21 OR stay overnight May 21-22 for the volunteer retreat. Please sign up at the 
link so we can get an accurate headcount for meals.  

 

Summer Job Spotlight: Camp Counselor! 
Come be a counselor this summer at DuBois Center! Camp counselors make camp magic for our 
campers by leading activities and caring for campers. Staff training starts on May 24, and camp 
counselors can work through July 30 or August 6. Contact Rylee at program@duboiscenter.org for 
an application. See you this summer!  

 

Nature Photography Retreat at DuBois Center-May 13-14 
Instructors - Marty Kemper & Brady Kesner 
Come take in nature’s beauty in spring! This retreat 
is during spring wildflower season and spring bird 
migration, and it features both a professional nature 
photographer, Brady Kesner (right), and a biologist 
/birder, Marty Kemper (left) to guide your photos. 

DuBois Center is a 308-acre camp with two lakes, unique plant 
biodiversity and beautiful wildlife. It is located approximately 1 hour east of St. Louis, Missouri 
and 1 hour north of Carbondale, Illinois. Seasonally, we’ve found buffalo clover, cream wild 
indigo, prairie aster and many other plants on the grounds that are rare, or rare for our area. In 
addition, more than 150 species of birds either live at or migrate through camp. 
Click here for a brochure. Click here to find out more and to register. 

 

 

 

Hoyleton Youth & Family Services invites you to celebrate with them at Decades of 
Dedication on Friday, May 13 at the Regency Conference Center Ballroom, 400 Regency 
Park, O’Fallon, IL beginning at 5:30 pm for cocktails, dinner and program at 6:30 pm, and 
Dancing through the Decades following the program. Cocktail attire requested. COVID protocols 
will be followed. The honoree for Mission Companion is ISC's St. Peter UCC in Red Bud. Register 
online. 

 

Aged to Perfection - Older American Month -May is Older American Month. St. John's 
Community Care will celebrate with an Older American Worship Service on Tuesday, May 17 at 
11:00 am at St. John's Community Care in Collinsville. A luncheon in St. John's Faith Hall will 
follow the service with entertainment by the Nitpickers. All are welcome! Please RSVP to 618-
344-5008 by May 11, 2022. Click here for a flyer. 

 

St. John's Community Care - Memory Café is held every Wednesday in May from 1:30 pm - 
2:30 pm via Zoom on May 4, 11, 18, and 25. There is no cost to attend but registration is required. 
The Memory Cafe concept benefits the person living with mild cognitive impairment, early-stage 
Alzheimer’s or other dementia, and their care partner by providing a way to socialize with 
compassionate people in a safe, understanding, and relaxed atmosphere. This setting provides 
attendees a way to interact and connect with others who are sharing a similar journey. If you 
would like to join the Zoom Online Memory Cafe, email Gail at gshaw@stjohnscc.org. She will 
send you information and an invitation to join this fun group. Click here for a flyer. 

 

https://forms.gle/HNG5vL1xRp6L6F7E7
mailto:program@duboiscenter.org
https://iscucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/2022-Nature-Photography-Retreat-BrochureFinal.pdf
https://duboiscenter.org/retreats/dbc-retreats/
http://www.hoyleton.org/hoyleton-honors
https://stjohnscc.org/older-american-month-may-2022/
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/e8b9a089-e38f-4c1b-b349-aea2413dbfe7.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:gshaw@stjohnscc.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/adc590da-da53-45f6-a9a8-e1d19354c1c1.pdf?rdr=true


 

 

Join Global Ministries this August for Mission Dash - a 5K 
walk/run/jog that you can do wherever you are! Dash with a group 
or on your own. The cost is $25/person, and each registrant will 
receive a collapsible water bottle and magnet. To find out more or to 

register, click here.  
 

What's Happening in Illinois South Conference 
 

Do You Have the Answer? 
Red Bud St. Peter UCC would like to make a pictorial directory this year and would appreciate 
suggestions of companies that could do this. Contact the church at 618-282-2417 or Carol 
Harms at charmsway@yahoo.com. 

 

Blessings to Pastor Tom (Marcia) Ellison who will be retiring at the end of May from St. 
Mark's UCC in DuBois, Illinois. He has served for 18 years as their Pastor and Teacher. Illinois 
South Conference thanks him for his ministry and wishes him well for the next chapter of that 
ministry. If you would like to send him a card of congratulations, send to 11426 State Hwy 37, 
Benton, IL 62812. 

 

Free - 1976 Wurlitzer Organ & Bench 
It has the rhythm section (i.e. rock, waltz, Latin, swing, march, etc...) Gently used 
but a couple of keys could use some tweaking. Height: 36” without removable music 
rack which adds 8”. Width: 40”. Depth: 20” without bench. Free for anyone who 
interested. Contact Diane Grohmann at 618-792-1185. Moving the organ is the 
responsibility of the person receiving it.  

 

Salem UCC's Women's Guild has created Recipes from the Heart, a cookbook that is a 
combination of the first cookbook, published in 1977, the second cookbook, published in 1993, and 
several hundred more recipes, totaling almost 1200 recipes. It's a great idea for Mother's Day. Cost 
is only $15. To purchase a cookbook, contact 618-488-3215.  

 

Hunger Challenge to Churches 
Words of the book The First 1000 Days come to life as you meet 
these courageous mothers and their children. To learn more, 
click here. Our Christian faith calls us to reach out to those who are 
hungry. Educating ourselves around the issues and circumstances 
of hunger will aid in our understanding and strengthen our resolve to 
faithfully walk in the way of our Savior. Churches are challenged to use this book to educate their 
congregation about hunger. Each church will proceed as they wish. 
Resources for the challenge: 
How to Engage the Study of The First 1000 Days by Roger Thurow  pdf  
Nuggets from the first meeting on April 4  pdf    Children Sermon Suggestions  pdf  

https://runsignup.com/Race/IN/Indianapolis/GlobalMinistries?bbeml=tp-B5k6XhWQUUqab2ozuJq4xQ.jYDl2CuIlg0iq-JIwVU0lsw.rrneeAHzrF0-jX9yi-ObRVw.lGcGbqRbivUCwjwPSnmd_0Q
mailto:charmsway@yahoo.com
https://www.thurow1000days.org/?fbclid=IwAR2jaMYilp6ISQxeib7AXkgBrj9LZ3okfrzF7MYBTP_4vp3uPzFZCh_w0hA
https://iscucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/How-to-Engage-the-First-1000-Days-book.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/b93e8fc9-39f6-48e9-b1c3-a89b0fe06efb.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/4c21d55e-d38f-45d8-b562-39dd6eb21acb.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/673189db-251f-4fd3-8181-de7d76e5302e.pdf?rdr=true


Mission Opportunities  pdf   Link to learn more.  
Map of Chicago Map of India Map of Guatemala Map of Uganda  

 

Job Opportunities - Columbia St. Paul UCC is searching for an Office Coordinator. High School 
graduate with two years’ experience preferred. Must be proficient in Microsoft Office 365. Attributes 
should include self-motivation, competency with good organizational skills and be able to interact 
pleasantly with people. Part-time position, 27 hours per week. Wage commensurate with 
experience. Reply to: jobs@stpaulcolumbia.org. 

 

Belleville St. Paul UCC Vacancy-Organ and Piano Position  
Areas of responsibilities include excellent organ and piano offerings for all services and 
accompaniment for weekly choir rehearsals and other musical ensembles as needed. In 
consultation with the senior pastor, serve as a resource for family weddings and 
funerals. Compensation will be appropriate to the weekly job responsibilities, 
background/experience, and professional preparation of the applicant. Please send resume with 
three references to musicsearch@stpaulucc.org.  

 

Region 2 - Dupo Christ UCC will hold its WurstMarkt Sausage Dinner on Sat, May 21 from 11 
am - 3 pm at the church. Carry out or dine in at outdoor seating. Menu includes pork sausage, 
sauerkraut, mashed potatoes & gravy, green beans, corn, applesauce, and cake. Adults $12; 
Children 5 - 11 $6. 

 

Hike & Bike 2.0 for Hoyleton Youth & Family Services is scheduled for May 7 beginning at 
8:30 am CDT. You have the choice of three runs. 5K, 10K or half marathon through the 
picturesque country and historic Maeystown Village. The course has some huge hills and 
amazing views! Take time after the run to take in the historic village. The money will support the 
funds needed to provide specialized programs that help their kids experience some of the joys of 
being a kid! Your support also supports the local community that makes this event possible. Here 
is a flyer to share with your congregations. Register here.  

 

Region 3-Collinsville St John UCC will host a Rummage Sale on May 4 - 6 at 
307 W Clay St, Faith Hall. Times are May 4 – Pre-admission at 4 pm for $10; from 5 pm - 7 pm 
for general public; May 5 from 9 am – 3 pm; May 6 from 9 am -11 am. 

 

Region 5 - The St. Jacob UCC will host the 38th Annual Strawberry Festival on Sunday, 
May 15 from 10 am - 4 pm (Rain or Shine). It will be held outside and features a Farmers Market, 
crafts/vendor, raffle, kids’ activities, bounce houses, great strawberry desserts. The festival 
attracts people from throughout the local area. They are currently looking for vendors. Space is 
pre-marked 15' x 15' area. 

 

Breese St John’s UCC will hold a white elephant sale on Friday, May 13 from 9 am – 5 pm 
and on Saturday, May 14 from 8 am until noon. Items to be sold include household items, 
kitchen items, furniture, and lawn and garden items and other miscellaneous things. It will be held 
in the courtyard of the church and in the garage and fellowship hall. Address is 200 North Main, 
Breese. There will be something for everyone!  

 

CONTACT US - YOUR OCWM MONIES AT WORK 
Please call before coming to the Conference Office or make an appointment with a staff 
member using the emails below. 

https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/46366719-9a23-4d1b-9952-b719721e602e.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.thurow1000days.org/?fbclid=IwAR2jaMYilp6ISQxeib7AXkgBrj9LZ3okfrzF7MYBTP_4vp3uPzFZCh_w0hA
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/e5d33221-8d79-4f15-a670-42e9796fb311.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/7a8c2e41-6128-4198-b525-a6054350c367.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/575e9d53-aaad-4aef-9c32-576b62f345e3.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/82ae3fdf-b3f0-4c12-87e7-4b7be80b5e1f.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:jobs@stpaulcolumbia.org
mailto:musicsearch@stpaulucc.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/1d80ff4d-8fc6-47fd-b372-cb82dd9c7789.pdf?rdr=true
https://raceroster.com/events/2022/57698/we-gotta-run


For the work of Conference teams and committees or search and call inquiries, contact Christy 
Pursell at cpursell@iscucc.org.  
For financial matters (in terms of your church's giving to the Conference or OCWM), contact 
Debbie Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org.  
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or Weekly 
Connection, contact Lynnette Schuepbach at lschuepbach@iscucc.org.  
For DuBois Center information, contact Hayley Elliott at 618-787-2202 or 
director@DuBoisCenter.org.  
For DuBois Center program information, contact Rylee Hodges-Stone at 618-787-2202 or 
program@DuBoisCenter.org.  
For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions, contact Julie Riechmann 
at 618-357-1809 or jriechmann@iscucc.org.  
To speak with the Conference Minister, contact Rev. Shana Johnson 618-882-8247 or 
sjohnson@iscucc.org  

 

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and Illinois South Conference of the UCC 
Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ 
does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, 
or gender identity. To the extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, 
mental, emotional, medical, or dietary needs. 

 

  

  

Important Links 
 

Illinois South Conference Back Bay Mission CHHSM Deaconess Foundation  
 

Deaconess Nurse Ministry DuBois Center Ecuador Partnership Eden Theological Seminary 
 

Emmaus Homes Hitz Memorial Home Hoyleton Youth & Family LIFE Program Unleashing Potential 
 

New Athens Home Pension Board-UCC St. John's Community Care St. Paul's Sr. Community  
 

UCC Insurance Board Uplands Village UCC Campus Ministry  Uni-Pres Kindercottage  
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