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       Diverse Minds, Covenant Hearts, Made One in the Body of Christ         

 

 

It's a Brutiful Life! 
The church of my childhood was an important part of my formation as a person of 
faith and my fist understandings of the messy, beautiful life of the Church. Author 
Glennon Doyle has created a word that I feel is a perfect description of 
congregational life. The word is brutiful. It is a combination of the words brutal and 
beautiful. 
The church I grew up in was the church my parents started attending when they 
were still dating. When my mom and dad joined the church, it was a new 
Congregational church which first met at the elementary school down the street 
from my mom's childhood home. Eventually, my mom convinced my grandparents 
to attend (even though they were not regular church goers) and join the church. 
By the time this new church start had secured land and began to draft the 
architectural plans for the church building, my grandfather had said yes to being 
the church president. My grandfather and father helped with the actual design and 
completion of the church building. My parents were married in that church. My 
parents signed the paperwork when the church officially became a United Church 
of Christ church. That UCC church was the church where my brother, sister and I 
were baptized, attended Sunday School and youth group, and were confirmed. 
The church of my childhood was a place that nourished and nurtured me. It was 
where I discovered and claimed my call into ministry. Yet, it was also the place 
where I experienced deep pain, disappointment and disillusionment. It was there I 
discovered that good people, even with good intentions, can do and say hurtful 
things. I learned change and transition can produce much anxiety and anxious 
people can make rash and poor decisions. I also wrestled with the crushing reality 
that pastors are people too. Yet, when pastors make mistakes, often their mistakes 
and choices can cause people to mistrust not only pastors, but also the institutional 
church. 
I wish I could say my home church is unique, but it is not. Every church I've served 
as a local church pastor had a brutiful life together. Now as a Conference Minister, 
I can confidently say that every church I encounter also has a brutiful life together. 
There are moments of great beauty in which the presence of God's Spirit is seen, 
felt and experienced in meaningful ways. Yet, there are also brutal moments in 
which human situations and circumstances cast a shadow over the presence of 
the Divine in heart-breaking ways. 
Honestly, I believe every church has had and will have a brutiful life together as a 
congregation and as a people of God. Why? Because the church is no different 
than any other human endeavor, at our core, we are a very human, messy, and 
imperfect institution. 
The Rev. Nadia Bolz Weber, the founding pastor of House of Sinners and Saints, 
writes in her book Pastrix talks about how she would talk openly to new church 
members especially about the messiness of the church. "This community will 
disappoint them. It's a matter of when, not if. We will let them down or I'll say 
something stupid and hurt their feelings. I then invite them on this side of their 
inevitable disappointment to decide if they'll stick around after it happens. If they 
choose to leave when we don't meet their expectations, they won't get to see how 
the grace of God can come in and fill the holes left by our community's failure, and 
that's just too beautiful and too real to miss."  
The brutiful life of the church can be a place of deep disappointment. Perhaps 
more so than in other places, because we mistakenly think for some reason the 
messiness of humanity will not show up. We expect things to be different. Yet, I 
think Rev. Nadia Bolz Weber is right. 
In the church, we will experience inevitable moments of disappointment. And it is 
easy in those moments to give in to the flight response of anxiety, fear, 
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Pray for... 

Prayer list for  
Aug 4 - Aug 10, 2019 
Churches & Pastors 
-  Trenton St. John UCC, Rev. 
Christy (Donald) Eckert 
-  Troy Friedens UCC, Rev. 
Douglas (Rev. Jill) Seagle 
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disillusionment, and disappointment. However, to do so, we would leave before 
the rest of the story, God's story, is revealed. 
God's story for us can be a story of a resilient people who trust in the power and 
faithfulness of God to carry them in ALL seasons of their life together. It can be a 
story in which the grace of God will surprise you and, at times, astounds us. I 
believe the continuing story of Church, regardless of the times of disappointment, 
is just "too beautiful and too real to miss." I hope you do too. 
Blessings, Rev. Shana Johnson, Conference Minister 

SHANA'S UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Aug 4     Preaching at the closing worship of St. Peter Evangelical UCC 

in Granite City 
Aug 11    Worshiping with family 

If you would like our Conference Minister to participate in a worship service or 
special event at your church, please invite her. Please reach out to Rev. Johnson 
at the office at 618-654-2125 or her cell phone at 618-882-8247 with some possible 
dates. You can also send her an email at sjohnson@iscucc.org. 

 

The Amazing People of Illinois South Conference 
Give Impressions of General Synod.... Synod 
information from Priscilla Self 
First of all, I would like to thank the churches and 
members of the Illinois South Conference for the 
privilege and honor to be your delegate to the 32nd UCC 
General Synod. I was really excited for this opportunity. 
There, I saw and visited with folks that I have met throughout the UCC over the 
years from Camps, Disaster Ministries, Justice and Witness Ministries, and former 
ISC Pastors and DuBois Center Staff members. It was also good to meet and work 
with the 14 other ISC delegates, Rev. Shana and Christy. We shared in our travels, 
fellowship, meals, intense conversations and some fun too. 
I enjoy "church"! I was in awe of the space where we did the business of Synod, 
worshiped, communed, sang and shared. It was beautiful and inspirational. The 
Opening Worship was fantastic - to see persons of every age and nationality 
process into the space with the "light". There was a section to honor the people of 
the Hochunk Indian Nation and ask permission to hold our gathering on their 
ancestral grounds, complete with their pow wow. I felt the drumming in my soul! 
There were other dynamic speakers and worship services through the Synod. 
They even had Jimmie Meisner play a few polkas on his accordion, to which a lot 
of us danced in the aisles.  
The business of Synod included 15 resolutions to consider. Each delegate was 
assigned to one of them and gathered as a group to discuss, possibly reword and 
then present and recommend action to the Synod body to vote on. I was assigned 
to Resolution 15 "Declaring support for the Green New Deal - and affirming 
the intersectionality of climate justice with all justice issues". The Green New 
Deal, H.R. Resolution 109 was released by the US Congress on February 7, 2019 
and creates an opportunity for the US to commit to goals and projects that are 
consistent with the UCC's decades-long advocacy of environmental, racial and 
economic justice. The Green New Deal aspires to achieve net-zero greenhouse 
gas emissions, create jobs, provide for a just transition to clean and renewable 
energy and secure clean air and water for All for generations to come. Although 
necessary, it is not enough just to recycle anymore. Immediate action is necessary 
to reduce carbon emissions by about 50% before 2030 and completely phased out 
before 2050 if global temperature rise be limited to 1.5 degrees Celsius -"October, 
2018 Special Report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change". This 
Resolution of Witness was passed by a large affirmative vote and calls on 
churches, pastors, and individuals to advocate for the changes and actions called 
for in the "Green New Deal". The technology is there, it is now up to each of us to 
call for the use of it. 
I would be glad to speak to any church, group or individual about my experience 
at General Synod 32. 

 

Retired ISC Secretary 
-  Joanne Klueter, Highland, IL 

 

People with Life Concerns  
-  Pray for Rev. Allen (Jan) 
Kolmer as he deals with health 
issues. Rev. Kolmer is retired 
but served as a military 
chaplain at Scott Air Force 
Base and supply pastor in 
several churches in Illinois 
South Conference. Cards may 
be sent to 17 Larkspur, New 
Baden, IL 62265. 
-  Please pray for Laura 
(Pastor Matt) Friz as she 
recovers from surgery. Pastor 
Friz is the pastor serving 
Floraville St. Paul UCC. Cards 
may be sent to 13 Josiah Lane, 
Millstadt, IL 62260. 
-  Please pray for Revs. Lev 
and Linda Reynolds as they 
deal with Lev's health issues. 
Rev. Linda Reynolds is the 
former Associate Pastor for 
Belleville St. Paul UCC and 
both have served on several 
ISC teams. Cards may be sent 
to 2490 W Randolph St, St. 
Charles, MO 63301. 
-  Pray for Rev. Bob Coffey as 
he deals with some health 
issues. Rev. Coffey is serving 
as Pastor for St. Peter's UCC 
in Lenzburg. Cards may be 
sent to 6213 Jo Ann 
Dr, Belleville, IL 62223. 
-  Keep Marilyn (Rev. Paul) 
Thompson in your prayers as 
she deals with health issues. 
Rev. Thompson is retired, but 
serves on the ISC Recruitment 
Committee. Cards may be sent 
to her at 910 Circle Drive, Red 
Bud, IL 62278. 
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Plan to Attend!! 
For 118 years St. Peter Evangelical United Church of 
Christ in Granite City has been a light of caring and 
mission on the corner of Cleveland and 21st Street. On 
Sunday, August 4 at 3 pm St. Peter Church will hold 
their final service of worship. 
All churches of the conference are invited and 
encouraged to attend this historic service of 
worship. Conference Minister Rev. Shana Johnson will 
be preaching. Following the service there will be a 
reception and Mission Fair where you will meet 
representatives of numerous mission partners who 

have been identified as legacy partners in this next season of St. Peter's ministry. 
Pastors attending are asked to wear red stoles. Rev. Andrew Wilson, former pastor 
of St. Peter Evangelical UCC in Granite City, will return to participate in the service. 
Let us honor St. Peter Evangelical United Church of Christ by gathering with them 
for this important service of worship.  

 
 

Top 10 Reasons to attend Annual Meeting (as a Delegate OR a Visitor)  
1.  Fellowship provides a reminder of the sense of community within 
the Illinois South Conference. 
2. You requested more cross-church interaction. This year, our 
"speakers" are from Illinois South Conference churches, and you will 
have time to interact with them and your table members. 
3. "Food was great" (and you don't have to shop, prepare or clean it 

up 😊)! 

4. You asked for a more relaxed and social lunch hour...you got it! 
Anniversaries will be celebrated on Friday night before Annual 
Meeting. Please join us then!! 
5. Annual Meeting helps you gain a wider perspective on the size 
and scope of the Conference AND lets you learn more about the Conference. 
6. It's a reminder that we're all in "this" together - life, ministry, work of the church. 
7. You get to hear about new ideas for the church and its buildings. 
8. You get to share your ideas, information, and inspirations from your church with neighboring churches. 
9. "The positive nature of the meeting was energizing." 
10. "An excited church is a living church"!!! 

Click here for a bulletin insert to share with your congregation. All of these reasons were taken from your evaluations 
of the 2018 Annual Meeting. 

 

The LIFE Long Learning Institute for Faith Exploration (LIFE) at Eden Theological 
Seminary is an open enrollment program for all faithful people. LIFE is a series of mostly 
one-day seminars designed for anyone who would like to deepen and enrich their 
understanding of scripture, theology, history and the church. The LIFE Congregational 
Leadership Certificate track requirements are that the participant attend all twelve seminars 
and one discernment retreat. The twelve seminars can be taken in any order and started at 
any time. Elective courses to be announced. All seminars will be held on Saturday from 9 

am to 4:30 pm on the Eden Campus. 
LIFE 2019-2020 
DATE          CERTIFICATE COURSE TITLE             INSTRUCTOR 
Sept. 14      Reading and Understanding Scripture    Rev. Dr. Deborah Krause 
Oct. 12        Shaping Faithful Worship                        Rev. Dr. Christopher Grundy 
Nov. 16       How We Live Our Faith                          Rev. Dr. Ben Sanders 
Jan. 11       Intro to the Bible                                      Rev. Dr. J. Clinton Mccann 
Feb. 8         History and Polity of the UCC                 Dr. Jill Baker 
March 14    What Is the Church                                 Rev. Shana Johnson,  
                                                                                           ISC Conference Minister 
May 2          Cultural Competency                                    
June TBA    Discernment Retreat (Friday pm-Sunday am) 
To read more about the program or for the registration form. Click here for a flyer to share with your congregation. 
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The Illinois Conference of Churches (NCC) signs on to the following statement of the National Council of Churches.  
"Thus says the Lord of hosts: Render true judgments, show kindness and mercy to one another; do not oppress the 
widow, the orphan, the alien, or the poor; and do not devise evil in your hearts against one another."--        Zechariah 
7:9-10 NRSV 
The National Council of Churches urges the Trump administration not to go forward with the widely publicized raids 
that are intended to round up and deport thousands of families and individuals. Indeed, these raids may very well take 
place while millions of Christians are attending Sunday services. The raids have struck fear and dread into the hearts 
of countless people who are living peaceful and productive lives in our nation.  
These unnecessary acts of "enforcement" terrorize children, women, and men who live in our communities. It is 
unconscionable and immoral. We see these threatened deportations as part of a program of extreme intimidation and 
harm, and we urge the U.S. government not to move ahead with these raids. 
This is a moment in which God is calling the Church to do all it can to stand with those who have sought refuge within 
our borders and to resist these measures and show compassion toward persons threatened with deportation. Many 
of the congregations associated with the NCC are praying for those impacted and are prepared to act in ways that 
protect threatened persons.  
Since the earliest times in which Christians gathered together, churches have been places of sanctuary in which 
persons in danger of harm from an oppressive government can find safety and protection. We urge all churches to be 
places of sanctuary for those in danger today. 
People of faith cannot turn a blind eye this weekend and we must rely upon the strength of God, revealed in the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, to accept the freedom and power to resist evil, injustice, and oppression. 
To learn more about the sanctuary movement, please begin here. For those facing raids this weekend, we are 
reminded of our scriptures which teach us: 

O how abundant is your goodness 
that you have laid up for those who fear you, 
and accomplished for those who take refuge in you, 
in the sight of everyone! 
In the shelter of your presence you hide them 
from human plots; 
you hold them safe under your shelter 
from contentious tongues. 
-Psalm 31:19-20 NRSV 

 

PEACE, LOVE & KITTENS 
More great memories from our family group cameras!  
As our summer camp season draws to a close, some of the very best memories are of 
new friends made amid the mud, bug bites and late night adventures. These campers 
likely had no idea that while they were exploring the creek or playing on the water mat, 
they were growing together through shared experiences in God's amazing creation and 
forming an intentional community. They were breaking down barriers and building 
relationships with people very different from themselves. They were building Christian 
community. Peace, love and kittens.... it's more than just a slogan. 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE  
Mother & Daughter 
Retreat 
October 18-20 
Fall is just around the 
corner! Preparation for 
school, sports, band, 
clubs and church 
programs are all picking 
up steam - making family 
time even more difficult 
to schedule. STOP! You 

JOB OPPORTUNITY: 
Nature's Classroom Instructor 
Are you a substitute teacher, active 
retiree or someone with a flexible 
schedule? Do you enjoy the 
outdoors and have experience 
working with youth or as a teacher? 
Nature's Classroom Instructors are 
needed from September 25 

through October. Work with school groups (grades 5-8) 
that stay overnight at DuBois Center.  Provide a fun and 
supportive environment, while teaching about predator-

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=f95suf4ab.0.0.df4cwbeab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Feur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fnationalcouncilofchurches.z2systems.com%252Ftrack%252Fservlet%252FDisplayLink%253ForgId%253Dnationalcouncilofchurches%2526emailId%253D54dab7db8e9d3db1b6a1b2c2182d821e5m49746754d%2526secureId%253DJbo4W9ZkSsc3WrgNpvjXnw%25253D%25253D%2526linkId%253D2959%2526targetUrl%253Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fdocs.google.com%252Fforms%252Fd%252Fe%252F1FAIpQLSd5OFvAbtFi10fpfTrFo0wBHiNRlcmhtss5lANoAnwMIJkb9w%252Fviewform%26data%3D02%257C01%257C%257C99d3f641cd9349a9140c08d7079b64f3%257C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%257C1%257C0%257C636986236300123736%26sdata%3DohJnQvdmzpKoDU%252F5Qsuvh1ciZofmw8e9Mt%252BISMYqhT8%253D%26reserved%3D0
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are invited to breathe, slow down and spend quality time 
with the girls and women in your life at DuBois Center's 
annual Mother-Daughter Retreat. Engaging activities, 
inspiring God Time, great fellowship and meals without 
cooking are all part of this weekend escape. Participate 
in everything or choose a more relaxed weekend with 
board games, knitting and leisurely strolls. Either way, the 
focus of this retreat is on building relationships and 
making memories with loved ones! All generations and 
groupings are welcome: mothers, daughters, 
grandmothers, granddaughters, aunts, nieces and good 
friends! SAVE THE DATE - October 18-20. Registration 
opens August 15 and space is limited. 

 

prey interactions, night life in the woods, cultural 
differences, erosion, teamwork and other engaging 
topics. Our instructors teach 
classes, and lead campfires 
and other evening activities. 
Parent chaperones supervise 
free time, dining tables and 
cabin times. Training is 
provided, as are meals and 
overnight accommodations during Nature's Classroom 
sessions. Click here for a program brochure or position 
description. Then contact DuBois Center at 618-787-
2202 or email. 

  
   

RETAIL DIVA?! 
Plans are coming together for DuBois Center's annual Fall 
Festival. One area still in need of an implementation team is 
the Upscale Resale Shop & Silent Auction. Volunteers to 
pick-up, store and deliver items to camp are already in place. 
Now a team is needed for Saturday & Sunday, October 5 & 6 
to set-up and run the shop. Tasks include unpacking, setting up, pricing, 
recruiting cashiers and managing the shop and silent auction the day of 
Fall Festival. No need to start from scratch, helpful hints will be provided. 
If your church or fellowship group might be interested, please contact 
Nancy Wagner, chair of the Outdoor Ministries Team, at 

nancywagner1958@gmail.com or 618-444-2835, or DuBois Center at dcinfo@DuBoisCenter.org or 618-787-2202. 
 

YOUR TRASH, OUR TREASURE 
DuBois Center is back with another list of random - or not so random - items we are collecting.  
TEASPOONS (metal): Back in 2012 we switched from using plastic forks and knives on cookouts to 
using donated metal flatware. The change was great for the environment, and now our savory foil 
packs taste even better. Currently, we are looking specifically for metal teaspoons to add to our 
collection. Forks and knives will be accepted, but we really need spoons.  
PIE TINS (non-disposable, metal type): When pie irons (think George Forman grill for the campfire) 
come out of the coals with pizza or grilled cheese oozing from the sides - they are HOT! Pie tins make 
the transition from iron to plate much safer. They also work great as eating plates for cookouts! If you 
have extras in the back of your cupboards or know of a restaurant that is replacing theirs... please 
send them our way! 
BUTCHER PAPER: Know someone with access to roll-ends of butcher paper - the thick stuff? Making 
posters and banners is a favorite camp activity and large rolls of paper are THE BEST! 

DuBois Center is your OCWM (Our Church's Wider Mission) monies at work. When you or your congregation 
gives to OCWM, you are directly supporting the work of DuBois, a Camp and Retreat Center of the Illinois South 
Conference of the United Church of Christ. Thank you for your ongoing support of OCWM! 

 

The Hospice of Southern Illinois in collaboration with St. John's Community 
Care presents an Educational Evening & Dinner, too! titled Dementia and 
Drugs: The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly on Thurs, Aug 15 from 6 pm - 7 pm 
at Colton's Steakhouse, 5 Eastport Plaza Dr, Collinsville. Registration begins 
at 5:30 pm. The speaker will be Dr. Amy Rohlfing, Associate Medical Director for 
Hospice of Southern Illinois. One Illinois CE available for nurses, social workers, and nursing home administrators. 
Open to the public. Cost is $10 per person. Contact Lisa Phillipson at lphillipson@hospice.org or call 618-235-1703 
or register online. Click here for a flyer. 
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What's Happening at Illinois South Conference... 

New Home Needed for Copier/Printer 
Belleville Concordia UCC has a Toshiba copier/printer for sale. It can be hooked up to network and includes an extra 
new toner cartridge. They are asking $100. If you are interested, email secretary.concordia@gmail.com for more 
information. 

 

Neil Armstrong - A UCC Member 
On Sunday. July 28 in worship, O'Fallon UCC celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the Moon 
Landing. They highlighted that it was the UCC faith that shaped Neil Armstrong's life. After 
reading his biography and watching multiple documentaries, Rev. Dr. Martha Thierheimer 
shared that the first man on the moon was baptized and raised, married and buried as a 
UCC-er. Everybody attending received a treat bag: mini moon pie, mini Milky Way and a 
"moon landing" Oreo cookie. The worship theme focused on Psalm 8, "O God, when I look 
up at the skies, at what your fingers made--the moon and the stars... " It was a perfect 
opportunity to sing "Stars and Planets Flung in Orbit" from the New Century Hymnal. 
The UCC General Minister and President, Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer, recently came across 
Neil Armstrong's membership certificate. He graciously shared it with our Conference 
Minister to share with you (left). We hope that you all enjoy the connection. 
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