
 

Weekly Connection    

   For the Week of July 28, 2019 -  August 3, 2019         
       Diverse Minds, Covenant Hearts, Made One in the Body of Christ         

  

Opportunities for Discernment and Growth 
For the last year, our oldest daughter, Abby, has been in search 
for what she has been calling her "grown up" job. Last summer she 
graduated from Saint Louis University. Since the time she started 
at SLU, she and her boyfriend, who she met when we lived in 
Chicago, had a plan of living in the same town again after 
graduation. After she graduated from college, she moved back in 
with us and the search for a job began. 

I had been saying to her things like, "Sweetie, you just have to trust the 
process" or "God has something in mind that you can't even imagine right now" and 
"It doesn't matter how many NOs you get, you just need the right YES." I was saying 
all of the encouraging, parental things, but the truth is I was starting to worry. I was 
starting to panic. 
I was watching her get frustrated and even crushed when things were not working 
out in the way she had hoped, AND I could not fix it. Then a couple of weeks 
ago, after several interviews with a company, she was offered her "grown up" job at 
their corporate offices in the Chicago land area. All of a sudden, things started 
moving in fast-forward motion. 
In fact, last Sunday my husband, Todd, and Abby left immediately after worship 
services at the church he pastors to find an apartment for her. By the time they came 
home on Monday night, she had a good idea of the area she wanted to live in and 
the apartment she wanted to rent. 
On Tuesday, she applied for the apartment. That night, she and my husband called 
me on FaceTime to video chat and show me the pictures and videos they had taken 
of the apartment. 
I wish I could tell you it was a beautiful mother/daughter bonding moment as I 
soaked in my daughter's dreams becoming a reality. 
I wish I could tell you it was a beautiful mother/daughter bonding moment as she 
could see and hear how proud of her I was. 
IT WAS NOT. 
As she was narrating the video of the apartment, I was at my office, stealing glances 
at my laptop, trying to make some last-minute changes to a presentation I would be 
making in the next hour at a church. 
She could see I was distracted. All of the sudden she said, "Mom, I am going to let 
you go. I think you are too busy to listen." 
Ouch, that hurt! 
Well, that was tame compared to the follow up conversation I had with my husband. 
Now, please keep in mind my husband is a very patient, kindhearted person who is 
incredibly supportive of my ministry and me. The words he said to me (and I share 
with you verbatim) are words I needed to hear. 
He called me a few minutes after Abby got of the phone with me and he said this, 
"I know you are busy, but right now what our little girl needs the most is you. She is 
trying to act very grown up and she is. She wants you to see her like the independent 
woman you are, and she is. But, she is also still your little girl. Even though she is 
putting on a brave face, she is scared. This weekend, she will be moving into her 
new home. Come Monday, she will start her new job. And Shana, come Monday, 
she will not live in our home anymore. You only have a few days left with her, and 
you can choose what you do with those days. Your work is still going to be there on 
Monday, your daughter will not." 
OUCH!! Talk about a kick in the gut. For a few seconds, my mind went to all of my 
excuses and what I thought was some righteous indignation. 
Then, I had a moment of clarity; my husband had given me a gift. I took a deep 
breath, called him back, and thanked him for the gift. He had given me the gift of 
tough love and an important reality check. My husband was 110% right. I was 
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worried and distracted about many things and only one thing was needed. To that 
point, I had NOT chosen the better part. 
Yet, with the gift of his rebuke, I could choose to do the one thing that was needed 
the most, and I did. Thursday night, we helped her pack the moving truck. On Friday, 
we drove the U-Haul up to the apartment and helped her unpack. On Saturday, we 
took her shopping and helped her settle in before we headed back home. Through 
it all, I was fully present--doing what I could to help our daughter, but most 
importantly, showing her in those moments that she was the most important thing to 
me. 
I had a Martha moment being distracted, but I was able to receive the gift of having 
the opportunity to be like Mary--fully present in the moment, knowing how fleeting 
the NOW can be. 
Let me explain. In the Gospel of Luke, we are told the story of Mary and Martha. 
Jesus is traveling and he came to a village where a woman named Martha lived. 
Jesus went to her house. Martha had a sister named Mary, and Mary sat at Jesus' 
feet and heard his word. Now Martha was burdened with a lot of serving; frustrated, 
she went to Jesus and said, "Lord, don't you care that my sister is letting me do all 
of the work. Tell her that she should help me." 
Jesus said, "Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things, but in this 
moment only one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that thing which shall not 
be taken away from her." 
So often this familiar story is present as an either/or situation. "Are you a Martha or 
are you a Mary?" I do not think Jesus was rebuking Martha for her gifts of service. 
There are times when those are the gifts that are needed the moment. I think Jesus' 
rebuke is about the fact that she was so distracted that she was missing out of the 
gift of being present with Jesus--something Mary was able to do in that moment. 
The key was in the "knowing." Perhaps Mary had the "knowing" of what was needed 
in that particular moment. For me, this is the definition of discernment. Discernment 
can be that kind of knowing. It can also be a willingness to be humbled by persons 
and situations, which can serve to teach us what is most needed. 
Yes, we all have our Martha distracted moments. May we learn from those 
moments. May we grow from those moments. May we get past our worries and 
distractions so that we can fully be present with our Savior and others and offer what 
is most needed. 
Blessings, Rev. Shana Johnson, Conference Minister 

SHANA'S UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
July 28    Leading worship Friedens UCC, Troy 
Aug 4      Preaching at the closing worship of St. Peter 
Evangelical UCC in Granite City 
If you would like our Conference Minister to participate in a worship service or 
special event at your church, please invite her. Please reach out to Rev. Johnson at 
the office at 618-654-2125 or her cell phone at 618-882-8247 with some possible 
dates. You can also send her an email at sjohnson@iscucc.org. 

 

The Amazing People of Illinois South Conference Give Impressions of General 
Synod.... 
Thoughts from Karen Gaines, St. John UCC, Granite 
City 
My thoughts in general are that we need more (different) 
people attending this event.  The days are long, but the 
content is worthwhile. (We do get 2 hours off for lunch and 
for dinner.) The two main aspects are the meeting business 
and the spiritual experiences. These two are almost 
inseparable, but I will try. As followers of the triune God, we have responsibilities to 
ourselves and to society. The business of the General Synod is an important look at 
what is happening around the globe, that we should know about, and what we can 
do as individuals, churches, and regions to affect change where it is needed. 
Generally, we tend to live in our own little bubble, and this opens our eyes to the 
world. In the UCC, I think of these resolutions as informational, as pledges to be 

-  Tower Hill St. Paul UCC, Rev. 
Dr. Steve (Debbi) Nance 
Retired ISC Secretary 
-  Jo-Ann Steiner, Highland, IL 

 

People with Life Concerns  
-   Keep Rev. Debbie Jo Atkins 
in your prayers as she deals 
with some health issues. Rev. 
Atkins is the Pastor for 
Staunton St. Paul UCC. Cards 
may be sent to 339 North 
Franklin St, Staunton, IL 62088. 
-  Pray for Rev. Allen (Jan) 
Kolmer as he deals with health 
issues. Rev. Kolmer is retired 
but served as a military 
chaplain at Scott Air Force 
Base and supply pastor in 
several churches in Illinois 
South Conference. Cards may 
be sent to 17 Larkspur, New 
Baden, IL 62265. 
-  Please pray for Laura (Pastor 
Matt) Friz as she recovers from 
surgery. Pastor Friz is the 
pastor serving Floraville St. 
Paul UCC. Cards may be sent 
to 13 Josiah Lane, Millstadt, IL 
62260. 
-  Pray for the people who are 
dealing with flooding of homes, 
businesses and farmland in 
southern Illinois.  
-  Please pray for Revs. Lev 
and Linda Reynolds as they 
deal with Lev's health issues. 
Rev. Linda Reynolds is the 
former Associate Pastor for 
Belleville St. Paul UCC and 
both have served on several 
ISC teams. Cards may be sent 
to 2490 W Randolph St, St. 
Charles, MO 63301. 
-  Pray for Rev. Bob Coffey as 
he deals with some health 
issues. Rev. Coffey is serving 
as Pastor for St. Peter's UCC in 
Lenzburg. Cards may be sent 
to 6213 Jo Ann Dr, Belleville, IL 
62223. 
-  Keep Kyle Nuetzel (24) in 
your prayers as he continues 
rehabilitation at home. Kyle is 
the son of Kathy & Rev. Patrick 
Poole. 
-  Keep Marilyn (Rev. Paul) 
Thompson in your prayers as 
she deals with health issues. 
Rev. Thompson is retired, but 

mailto:sjohnson@iscucc.org
mailto:sjohnson@iscucc.org


informed Christians, and to do what we can on matters we feel strongly about. I have 
to admit that many of the resolutions will not affect me directly, nor will I (or my 
church) directly be involved with every resolution, but everyone still needs to be 
informed so that they can make decisions about what they feel led to do. 
The other aspect is the spiritual aspect in which there are worship services and 
reflections by pastors and sometimes artists. I think we all can use a boost and a 
fresh perspective when it comes to our spiritual life, and this has happened at both 
Synods I have attended. The spirit of God is truly in that house. 
I hope that people who never thought about being a national delegate consider it. I 
promise that it is a worthwhile and meaningful experience that will open your eyes 
and bring you great joy. 

 
 

serves on the ISC Recruitment 
Committee. Cards may be sent 
to her at 910 Circle Drive, Red 
Bud, IL 62278. 

 

Plan to Attend!! 
For 118 years St. Peter Evangelical United Church of Christ in Granite City has been a light 
of caring and mission on the corner of Cleveland and 21st Street. On Sunday, August 4 at 3 
pm St. Peter Church will hold their final service of worship. 
All churches of the conference are invited and encouraged to attend this historic service of 
worship. Conference Minister Rev. Shana Johnson will be preaching. Following the service 
there will be a reception and Mission Fair where you will meet representatives of numerous 
mission partners who have been identified as legacy partners in this next season of St. Peter's 
ministry. 
Pastors attending are asked to wear red stoles. Rev. Aaron Ban will return to participate in 
the service along with Rev. Andrew Wilson, both former pastors of St. Peter Evangelical UCC 
in Granite City. Let us honor St. Peter Evangelical United Church of Christ by gathering with 
them for this important service of worship.  

 

Illinois Youth Group Helps with Carr Fire Recovery Efforts 
By Candace L. Brown (Reprinted from aNewsCafe.com) 

As the Carr Fire ravaged the Redding area almost a year ago, a group of 
young people in Southern Illinois witnessed its devastation on their local 
news. 
The heartbreaking photos and stories stayed with them, and when the group 
chose a location for its yearly mission service trip, they selected Redding. 
"We have no association with California, other 
than the fire was so big it made our local news," 
said Becca Braundmeier, youth director for 
Exhale, which comprises high school students 
from St. Paul United Church of Christ in 
Staunton, Ill., and Salem United Church of 
Christ in Alhambra, Ill. 
She reached out to Janet Chapman, pastor of 
First Christian Church in Redding, offering the 
help of 24 teens for a week in July for Carr Fire 

relief and restoration projects. Chapman worked with Wendy Dickens, volunteer 
coordinator for the NorCal Community Recovery Team (CRT), to make sure the team's 
lodging and meals were covered and projects found that matched their skills and abilities. 
"This was a much bigger trip than we'd ever done before," Braundmeier noted. "It was our 
first time going West, and our first trip flying." 
Last year Exhale traveled to Houston to help with relief efforts in the wake of Hurricane 
Harvey. Other projects have taken them to Florida, Philadelphia, New Orleans, Boston, and 
Tennessee. 
"The trips are our chance to practice what we preach," said team member Tori Lynn, 18, 
from Alhambra. Redding was her fifth mission trip with Exhale. "Every week we talk about 
loving others, and this is our chance to do that."  Read more. 

 

 

Exhale spent three days working on Marci 
Fernandez's property cutting trees removing 
brush and more. Here Marci (left) stands with 
the Ed Shed group whose task was to build a 
shed. Ed (far right), an Exhale chaperone, led 
the group through the three-day building 
process.  Photo courtesy Becca Braundmeier 

 

 

 

 

Shasta County resident 
Bruce Brown (right) 
pictured with the ramp work 
crew. Second from right is 
Bob Moore a member of 
First Christian Church of 
Redding who worked with 
Exhale for two days.  
Photo courtesy Becca 
Braundmeier 
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Iowa Community Coming Together for Long-term Flood Recovery 
Written by Carol Fouke-Mpoyo (Reprinted from ucc.org) 

The damage inflicted by severe flooding and tornadoes across the United States this 
spring can be quantified in billions of dollars. It also can be described by the ache in 
one mom's heart to get her four daughters back into the only home they've ever 
known. 
Clydie Nelsen, 38, and most of her more than 400 fellow citizens of Pacific Junction, 
Iowa, including her father who is the town's mayor, had to flee their close-knit town 
in mid-March when muddy floodwater from the Missouri River breached multiple 
levees six to seven miles away. 
Pacific Junction and other parts of Mills County were inundated. Nelsen's home took 

in 9-1/2 feet of water. She and her daughters stayed with an aunt for a few weeks, then found a rental in nearby 
Glenwood. 
Nelsen's father is a carpenter by trade, and she has worked alongside him for years. Once the 
floodwater had receded, they mucked and gutted her house "with a lot of help from friends, family 
and volunteer groups," Nelsen said. The electricity is back on, but not the water, and several 
major appliances were ruined. 
"It might not be two or three months, or even six months, but we'll get back there," she said. 
UCC Disaster Ministries Executive Zach Wolgemuth recently visited Glenwood and Pacific 
Junction, and made a stop at Nelsen's home. Clydie's pastor, the Rev. Susan Reed of First Congregational UCC in 
Glenwood, accompanied him. That church and three other area congregations have been active in sustaining flood 
survivors with spiritual and material support, including hot meals - three times a day the first 90 days, now twice a week. 
Wolgemuth said, "We talked about the unique challenges facing their community and the transition from emergency 
response to long-term recovery, which is UCC Disaster Ministries' specialty. We also prayed together and discussed 
next steps, including the role of the UCC in supporting the community-led recovery efforts." Read more. 
This early financial support to communities is made possible through giving to the One Great Hour of 
Sharing's Emergency USA Fund.  

 

       
DEER RUN 
Yes, lots of deer do run at DuBois Center! In fact, this summer we have been blessed with frequent sightings of kids 
with their mothers... often running. But did you know that one of the most beautiful areas of camp is named Deer Run? 
First established in 1975 as an area for tent and RV camping, it never quite reached its full potential. Currently, summer 
campers use it for evening games and campouts. During Nature's Classroom, a variety of activities are based there. 
Our horses appreciate the pasture and more advanced riders enjoy "Canter Alley." The occasional scout troop camps 
there, but the area has so much more potential! In terms of structures, there are three small cabins, a lodge that is 
frequented by more wildlife than human life, and a very rustic shower house. The centerpiece is a small three-acre lake 
that boasts giant lily pads in the summer. Earlier this year, a team from Green DuBois was inspired by the possibility of 
transforming Deer Run into the intentional nature study and earth care hub of DuBois Center. Energy for this vision is 
catching! In early spring, two hives of bees were introduced and blessed by our conference minister. In May, a work 
crew from Christ UCC in Dupo and St. Paul UCC in Belleville removed the old, decrepit dock from the lake. Hoyleton 
Buddies from Region 2 re-established the boat landing - wading in hip deep to pull lily pads. Summer staff members 
recycled cardboard from the kitchen and moldy hay bales - making a "layer cake" out of them in the new composting 
area. And now, St. Paul's UCC in Freeburg is breathing new life into the three cabins. (See adjacent article.) The 
transformation won't happen overnight, but it has begun! 
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NEW LIFE and a FIRM FOUNDATION 
St. Paul's UCC in Freeburg has a unique approach to mission 
work, one aspect of which is a rotating two-year commitment to 
study, prayer and service in partnership with DuBois Center, 
Hoyleton Youth & Family Services and Kindercottage. In 2019 
and 2020, DuBois Center is again blessed to be the focus of their 
energy. Six years ago, the congregation designed and built the 
new chapel in main camp and made a significant donation 
towards the new docks. This time around, they have taken on a 
variety of projects - including the renovation of the three Deer 
Run cabins. Over the coming months, in collaboration with 
Green DuBois, these buildings will be transformed into an 
environmental education library and resource center, a nature 
blind for observing and photographing wildlife, and a day-use 
retreat space. First on the list - shore up the building foundations, 
then double the size of the decks, next upgrade the electric. The 
last two Saturdays, teams from St. Paul's have been hard at work 

- despite the heat. Most of the foundation work is complete and the decks are taking shape. Everything looks amazing! 
THANKS so much to St. Paul's for all their hard work and support. They are truly breathing new life into the Deer Run 
cabins! 

 
 

Mark your calendar and 
start spreading the word! 
Fall Festival is more than 
just a fundraising event: it's 
a FRIEND-RAISING event. 
DuBois Center should not 
be southern Illinois' best 

kept secret, but many tell us it is. Your help is needed to 
introduce the Center and our programs to your church 
family and community. We hear over and over again that 
people first encounter DuBois Center at a Fall Festival. 
With the music and crafters, great food and fun family and 
kid-friendly activities - it's a great introduction. There are 
lots of ways to help. Click on the logo and share it on your 
website and Facebook page; use it in your bulletins and 
newsletters. Like us on Facebook and share our posts. 
Print, post, insert and share Fall Festival flyers; print this 
one in color or this one in black & white. And consider... 
who can I introduce to DuBois Center this October? 

 

 
PHOTO of the WEEK 
It's so fun to check out the adventures recorded on our 
family group cameras! These Quest campers from last 
week were staying cool and beating the heat with water 
games. Thanks for the memories!  

  
 

CALLING ALL 
ARTISANS & 
HANDICRAFTERS 
Are you gifted with 
gourds, clever with 
color or cloth, handy 
with hardware, talented 
with tools or skilled in 
stitchery? If yes, 
DuBois Center is now accepting applications for vendors 
at our annual Fall Festival on Sunday, October 6. Each 
year over 2000 people turn out for this family-friendly 
event. To learn more about displaying your wares, click 
here. Ready to register? Click here. At this event, the 
focus is on hand-crafted pieces and items that are truly 
vintage or re-purposed. A limited number of vendor 
spaces are available, so don't delay. For more information, 
contact Susan Fuchs at SusanKFuchs@gmail.com or 
618-978-3182. 

 

OFFICE & EVENT COORDINATOR 
Employment Opportunity 
Enjoy connecting with people and the outdoors? Fluent in 
computer-speak? Looking for a position that is more than 
just a job? DuBois Center is seeking an Office & Event 
Coordinator. This is a permanent, part-time position; the 
purpose of which is to organize, coordinate and implement 
office and event functions at DuBois Center including 
camper family and guest relations, data management 
(financial, camper, guest group and employee), assistance 
with marketing efforts and occasional guest group hosting. 
The person filling this position will be an integral part of the 
ISCUCC staff and the DuBois Center team. To apply, 
please submit a resume and cover letter to DuBois Center 
via email at dcinfo@DuBoisCenter.org. Click here for the 
position description. 
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Rainbow Camp Registration Deadline--July 26. 
Register Now! 
The 5th Annual Rainbow Camp will be held at DuBois Center on 
Saturday, Aug 10.  It's a full day of fun in community, where 
everyone is recognized as a whole child of God. Anyone can 
attend, regardless of denomination, and all ages are welcome. 
Rainbow Camp is for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 
queer singles, couples and families. Straight allies welcome, 
too. See the informational flyer for more details. To register 
online, click here. 

DuBois Center is your OCWM (Our Church's Wider Mission) monies at work. When you or your congregation gives 
to OCWM, you are directly supporting the work of DuBois, a Camp and Retreat Center of the Illinois South Conference 
of the United Church of Christ. Thank you for your ongoing support of OCWM! 

 

The Hospice of Southern Illinois in collaboration with St. John's 
Community Care presents an Educational Evening & Dinner, too! titled 
Dementia and Drugs: The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly on Thurs, Aug 15 
from 6 pm - 7 pm at Colton's Steakhouse, 5 Eastport Plaza Dr, Collinsville. 
Registration begins at 5:30 pm. The speaker will be Dr. Amy Rohlfing, Associate 
Medical Director for Hospice of Southern Illinois. One Illinois CE available for nurses, social workers, and nursing home 
administrators. Open to the public. Cost is $10 per person. Contact Lisa Phillipson at lphillipson@hospice.org or call 
618-235-1703 or register online. Click here for a flyer. 

What's Happening at Illinois South Conference... 

General Synod Affirms Review of Manual on Church 
Your Opinion Counts 
The United Church of Christ's General Synod has called for a review of "the 
processes for birthing, admitting, strengthening, revitalizing, and releasing 
congregations." By a vote of 369 to 230 with 86 abstentions, the Synod in June asked 
the UCC Board to convene a working group "to produce a Manual on the Local 
Church to help congregations live into their covenantal responsibilities and privileges 
under the UCC Constitution." 
A UCC Manual on Church already exists, and a  process is already underway to form 
a working group to revise it. "I am glad for the General Synod's recognition of the 
importance of the project, which is what this resolution does," said the Rev. Chris 

Davies. She heads the UCC's Faith Education, Innovation and Formation Team (Faith INFO), which is leading the 
revision process. "The General Synod's requests will be incorporated into the fabric of how the working group, when 
they begin, understands their task." 
Faith INFO issued a churchwide call in May for nominations to the working group, to represent diverse segments and 
roles within the UCC. Nominations were due July 1. The Manual on Church was last revised in 2004. 
The Synod's June 24 resolution also asks the working group to review the Constitution of the UCC for inclusive language 
and for clarity, balance and consistency on such matters as local churches' autonomy and their covenant with the wider 
church. It originated in the Southwest Conference and was melded with a similar resolution brought by the Southern 
California Nevada Conference. Read more. 
Take the survey to help make decisions on Manual on Church. 
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