
 

Weekly Connection    

   For the Week of July 14, 2019 -  July 20, 2019         
       Diverse Minds, Covenant Hearts, Made One in the Body of Christ         

  

 
A Twist on Radical Hospitality 
 
 
 

"When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to 
you."                                      --Luke 10:8, New International Version 
  
Marilyn Salmon, a professor of the New Testament at United Theological Seminary 
recently wrote about an experience she had in her classroom as her seminary 
students were studying the passage in the Gospel of Luke in which Jesus is 
sending out seventy disciples two by two. In Luke 10: 1-11, Jesus offers 
instructions of how they are to travel and move in the world as they are sharing the 
Good News. Salmon asked her students to envision themselves as one of the 70 
and imagine what would be most challenging about this journey. 

Salmon recalls, "Many responses were predictable: not taking any money even for 
emergencies; no change of clothes; no food; depending on strangers for food and 
lodging; not being able to choose one's traveling partner; judging people who did 
not accept the message. But one student who had not previously spoken in my 
class; in reflecting on verse 8 said, "Eat what is set before you." (verse 8) There 
was silence, and then a bit of nervous laughter followed. But the student repeated, 
emphatically, "Eat what is set before you," conveying by his tone that he was 
serious. 

When I invited him to elaborate, he told us that his father had been a pastor in a 
rural, very poor area in South Dakota. The family was often invited for dinner by 
parishioners, most of them farmers. He recalled that he and his siblings were 
admonished to eat whatever was served. I supposed that he referred to a child's 
finicky tastes or disdain for green vegetables. But he went on to say that people on 
remote farms often relied on whatever they could kill or catch nearby for food, even 
for company. He added, "We just never knew what we would have to eat." Then I 
understood. I recalled my father's stories of growing up in such a place during the 
Depression. As a young boy, he often hunted squirrels, rabbits, and other wild 
creatures. I could not imagine eating such things, but they did." 

One of the common themes about Jesus' ministry found threaded throughout all of 
the Gospels is radical hospitality. At the core, this seminary student's reflection on 
what it means to "eat what is set before you" speaks to the challenge of hospitality, 
especially when we are called to be the gracious recipient. 

Sometimes radical hospitality is not about what we have to offer, what we can give, 
or how we can control the situation. Instead, sometimes, radical hospitality 
happens when we allow ourselves to enter completely into the lives of others. It is 
about welcoming the opportunity to learn, experience and be transformed by the 
presence of the other. It is about eating what they have set before us, experiencing 
their culture, their story, their truth and to be willing to see the world through 
someone else's life and experience. 

This type of hospitality requires us to be fully present with others. It invites us into 
a space and frame of mind through which we can more easily look for and see the 
presence of the Divine in the other. When we are able to do this, we can let go of 
focusing on how we would do things, what we would serve, or what we would eat; 
and we are more readily able to receive, accept, appreciate, and welcome the Spirit 
of God in others. 

In most of our churches we think of hospitality as being the way we welcome 
newcomers into our midst. We focus on being friendly. We practice ways we can 
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tell the newcomer what our church has to offer. We prepare for new members' 
classes that speak to our traditions, our history, and our practices. All of this is fine 
and needed, but I wonder if there is a vital component of Jesus' call of discipleship 
that we are missing. 

Are we ready to fully enter (literally and metaphorically speaking) the homes, the 
lives, and the experiences of the newcomers in our midst? Would we be 
comfortable "eating what is set before us" if others were invited to share their 
customs, their practices, and what sustains them and gives flavor to their lives? 
Could we be willing to include a variety of flavors, tastes, and palates, not only to 
learn from one another, but also to grow in our understanding and to ultimately be 
transformed by the variety of the Divine in all of God's beloved? 

Jesus sets the invitation and challenge of true discipleship before us. Are we willing 
to "eat what is set before us" in order to receive and practice the kind of radical 
hospitality Jesus is calling us to live out? If we are, I imagine our personal and 
shared lives in our congregations will be nourished in ways we never could have 
imagined. 

Blessings, Rev. Shana Johnson, Conference Minister 

SHANA'S UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
July 14    Worship at St. Paul UCC, Waterloo 
July 21    Preaching at St. Paul UCC, Lebanon 
July 28    Leading worship Friedens UCC, Troy 
Aug 4      Preaching at the closing worship of St. Peter 
                Evangelical UCC in Granite City 

If you would like our Conference Minister to participate in a worship service or 
special event at your church, please invite her. Please reach out to Rev. Johnson 
at the office at 618-654-2125 or her cell phone at 618-882-8247 with some possible 
dates. You can also send her an email at sjohnson@iscucc.org. 

 

LIGHTS FOR LIBERTY  
CANDLELIGHT VIGIL 

Friday, July 12 at 6:30 pm 
155 N. Main Street, Edwardsville, Illinois 

On Friday, July 16, around our country, people will be 
gathering for prayer as a way to stand up for the rights 
of children who have been separated from their families 

and are currently living in migrant detention centers. These candlelight vigils are 
being called "Lights of Liberty" Vigils. 
In southern Illinois, the "Lights of Liberty" Vigil will take place at the Madison County 
Courthouse. The vigil will be a come-and-go event from 4:30 pm to 9:30 pm. 
ISC invites clergy, church leaders, and friends to join us this Friday, July 12 at 
6:30 pm for the southern Illinois "Lights of Liberty" Vigil at the Madison 
County Courthouse, 155 N. Main Street, Edwardsville, Illinois, where those of 
us from Illinois South Conference (and friends) will meet at the steps of the 
Courthouse. 
Those participating from ISC are invited to walk as a group to a place where we 
can gather for time of devotion and prayer. We will conclude back in front of the 
courthouse in order to place our "flames of solidarity" on the steps. For the event, 
clergy should plan to wear a stole and/or United Church of Christ identity wear. 
Church leaders should plan to wear either United Church of Christ identity wear or 
identity wear (i.e. t-shirts or sweatshirts) of their local churches. 
If you are planning to participate, please email Rev. Shana Johnson at 
sjohnson@iscucc.org so that we can plan supplies accordingly and look for you 
when we gather. 
Please, prayerfully consider joining your hearts, voices, and presence with ours to 
bear witness to the core belief that ALL of God's beloved children have a right to 
"life, liberty, and dignity." 

 

-  Smithton St. John's UCC, 
Rev. Andrew (Kristin) Wilson 
Retired Pastor 
-  Rev. Wesley and Doris 
Bornemann, Fenton, MO 

 

People with Life Concerns  
-   Keep Rev. Debbie Jo Atkins 
in your prayers as she deals 
with some health issues. Rev. 
Atkins is the Pastor for 
Staunton St. Paul UCC. Cards 
may be sent to 339 North 
Franklin St, Staunton, IL 
62088. 
-  Pray for Rev. Allen (Jan) 
Kolmer as he deals with health 
issues. Rev. Kolmer is retired 
but served as a military 
chaplain at Scott Air Force 
Base and supply pastor in 
several churches in Illinois 
South Conference. Cards may 
be sent to 17 Larkspur, New 
Baden, IL 62265. 
-  Please pray for Laura (Pastor 
Matt) Friz as she recovers from 
surgery. Pastor Friz is the 
pastor serving Floraville St. 
Paul UCC. Cards may be sent 
to 13 Josiah Lane, Millstadt, IL 
62260. 
-  Pray for the people who are 
dealing with flooding of homes, 
businesses and farmland in 
southern Illinois.  
-  Pray for Rev. Bill (Patti) 
Causer as he deals with some 
health issues. Rev. Causer is 
retired and has served several 
churches within Illinois South 
Conference. Cards may be 
sent to him at 11315 N Presley 
Ln, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864. 
-  Please pray for Revs. Lev 
and Linda Reynolds as they 
deal with Lev's health issues. 
Rev. Linda Reynolds is the 
former Associate Pastor for 
Belleville St. Paul UCC and 
both have served on several 
ISC teams. Cards may be sent 
to 2490 W Randolph St, St. 
Charles, MO 63301. 
-  Pray for Rev. Bob Coffey as 
he deals with some health 
issues. Rev. Coffey is serving 
as Pastor for St. Peter's UCC 
in Lenzburg. Cards may be 
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New Life for a Church Building 
Closing a church is not something that happens overnight. 
Membership, mission, and finances all play a role. It is a 
decision which lay leaders and pastors agonize over. It is a 
decision which takes prayer, discernment, and careful 
planning. And when the time comes, everyone wants the 
legacy and mission of the church to live on.  
St. Peter Evangelical United Church of Christ in Granite City 
has been on this faithful journey of discernment for a number 
of years. While there are tears and heartache, there is also 
relief and excitement as their legacy is blossoming forth. St. 

Peter Evangelical UCC is gifting their land and buildings to The Family Treehouse, 
a non-profit agency in Granite City, which focuses on serving hungry children 
and seniors. Their generous gift will enable this ministry of compassion to expand, 
serving not only Granite City, but also other southern Illinois communities as well. 
The Family Treehouse (home of TWIGS summer lunch program for children) has 
plans to share the sanctuary space with a new church start in Granite City.  
All churches of the Conference are encouraged to join in honoring the ministry of 
St. Peter Evangelical UCC on Sunday, August 4 at 3 pm at their final service of 
worship. A reception and Mission Fair highlighting legacy partners will be held at 
the conclusion of the service. 

 
 

sent to 6213 Jo Ann 
Dr, Belleville, IL 62223. 
-  Keep Kyle Nuetzel (24) in 
your prayers as he continues 
rehabilitation at home. Kyle is 
the son of Kathy & Rev. Patrick 
Poole. 
-  Keep Marilyn (Rev. Paul) 
Thompson in your prayers as 
she deals with health issues. 
Rev. Thompson is retired, but 
serves on the ISC Recruitment 
Committee. Cards may be sent 
to her at 910 Circle Drive, Red 
Bud, IL 62278. 

 

The Amazing People of Illinois South Conference... 
Over 160 folks gathered at Bellecorte Banquet Center in 
Belleville last Saturday to celebrate and thank Brenda Crisp 
for 50 plus years of dedicated service to Uni-Pres 
Kindercottage. Brenda's family, friends, the Kindercottage 
staff and representatives of various churches heard 
testimonies about Kindercottage students who have achieved 
much and attribute that to their start at Kindercottage. Parents 

told Brenda that their children want her to know how much she has changed 
their lives. Brenda's daughter, Catrina, showed a video of Brenda's 
Kindercottage years.   
The Anthony Wiggins and Friends Jazz Combo entertained everyone with their upbeat music and a friend of Brenda's, 
Natalie Monroe, kept us laughing with her comedy routine. All present enjoyed a bountiful buffet. Thanks to all who 
supported this milestone event. Kindercottage looks forward to the next 50 years! Brenda will remain at Kindercottage 
in an advisory position until August and then will continue in a promotional role indefinitely. 

 

Spiritual friends get together for special occasions whenever they can. The occasion 
for this group was the baptism of Micah Francis Palmer, son of Pastor Brett and Carolyn 
Palmer. The connection is Eden Seminary.  From left to right they are,  Rev. Michael Atty, 
Manager of United Congregations of Metro-East; Pastor Brett Palmer, Pastor of Friedens 
UCC in Marissa; Rev. Jacob Poindexter, (NACCC) Pastor of First Congregational Church of 
Anchorage, Alaska; and Rev. Dr. Damayanthi Niles (PCUSA) Professor of Constructive 
Theology at Eden Theological Seminary. Each of them had a part in Micah's baptismal 
ceremony. Congrats to Micah and parents. 

 

OFFICE & EVENT COORDINATOR 
Employment Opportunity 
Enjoy connecting with people and the outdoors? Fluent in computer-speak? Looking for a position that is more than 
just a job? DuBois Center is seeking an Office & Event Coordinator. This is a permanent, part-time position; the 
purpose of which is to organize, coordinate and implement office and event functions at DuBois Center including camper 
family and guest relations, data management (financial, camper, guest group and employee), assistance with marketing 
efforts and occasional guest group hosting. The person filling this position will be an integral part of the ISCUCC staff 
and the DuBois Center team. To apply, please submit a resume and cover letter to DuBois Center via email at 
dcinfo@DuBoisCenter.org. Click here for the position description. 
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Mark your calendar! Start spreading the word! Fall Festival is more than just a 
fundraising event, maybe even more importantly; it is a FRIEND-RAISING event. 
Throughout the summer, new campers tell us that they first experienced DuBois 
Center during the Fall Festival. With that in mind, our marketing team gets more 
creative each year and finds fun new ways to spread the word at this event. They 
share our story - the summer camps, family retreats, Nature's Classroom experiences 
and all the opportunities for church and community gatherings. But they need your 
assistance! There are flyers to help you get started; print this one in color or this one 
in black & white. Who can you introduce to DuBois Center this October? 

 
 

RETAIL DIVA?! 
Plans are coming together 
for DuBois Center's annual 
Fall Festival. One area still in 
need of an implementation 
team is the Upscale Resale 
Shop & Silent Auction. Volunteers to 

pick-up, store and deliver items to camp are already in 
place. Now a team is needed for Saturday & Sunday, 
October 5 & 6 to set-up and run the shop. Tasks include 
unpacking, setting up, pricing, recruiting cashiers and 

managing the shop and silent auction the day 
of Fall Festival. No need to start from scratch, 
helpful hints will be provided. If your church or 
fellowship group might be interested, please 
contact Nancy Wagner, chair of the Outdoor 
Ministries Team, at 618-444-2835 or email or 

DuBois Center at dcinfo@DuBoisCenter.org or 618-787-
2202. 

 

CALLING ALL 
ARTISANS & HANDI-
CRAFTERS 
Are you gifted with gourds, 
clever with color or cloth, 
handy with hardware, talented 
with tools or skilled in 
stitchery? If yes, DuBois 
Center is now accepting 
applications for vendors at our 
annual Fall Festival on Sunday, October 6. Each year 
over 2000 people turn out for this family-friendly event. 
To learn more about displaying your wares, click here. To 
register, click here. At this event, the focus is on hand-
crafted pieces, and items that are truly vintage or 
repurposed. A limited number of vendor spaces are 
available, so don't delay. For more information, contact 
Susan Fuchs at SusanKFuchs@gmail.com or 618-978-
3182. 

   

AND BABY MAKES FOUR! 
We have been blessed all summer with wonderful volunteer chaplains and nurses. Week 
#3 was no exception! Donna Asbridge, RN from St. Paul's UCC in Freeburg spends most 
of her summer at DuBois Center caring for the health of our campers, as well as sharing 
her musical and pastoral skills. Rev. Katie Jo Bielke is Associate Pastor for St. John UCC 
in Collinsville. Nothing slows her down... even being pregnant! She returned from a youth 
mission trip and a day or two later headed to camp. She has a wonderful way of engaging 
with campers and sharing God's message in relevant ways. For the second summer, Katie 
Jo shared chaplain duties with Craig, her husband who has a long history in church 
camping. He loves fishing and had an especially good time mentoring the little guys 

attending "Boy Meets Camp." And baby? Well, baby is now well-versed in camp life and will hopefully be attending 
"Just You & Me Camp" in about five years! 

DuBois Center is your OCWM (Our Church's Wider Mission) monies at work. When you or your congregation 
gives to OCWM, you are directly supporting the work of DuBois, a Camp and Retreat Center of the Illinois South 
Conference of the United Church of Christ. Thank you for your ongoing support of OCWM! 

 

The Hospice of Southern Illinois in collaboration with St. John's Community Care 
presents an Educational Evening & Dinner, too! titled Dementia and Drugs: The Good, 
The Bad, and the Ugly on Thurs, Aug 15 from 6 pm - 7 pm at Colton's Steakhouse, 5 
Eastport Plaza Dr, Collinsville. Registration begins at 5:30 pm. The speaker will be Dr. 
Amy Rohlfing, Associate Medical Director for Hospice of Southern Illinois. One Illinois CE available for nurses, social 
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workers, and nursing home administrators. Open to the public. Cost is $10 per person. Contact Lisa Phillipson at 
lphillipson@hospice.org or call 618-235-1703 or register online. Click here for a flyer. 

 

The Annual Hoyleton Youth and Family Services Golf Classic will be 
held on Fri, July 19 at Tamarack Golf Course in Shiloh. Registration will 
begin at 11 am. Teams are still being accepted, but spaces are filling up fast. 
Sponsorships are also available. Click here for a copy of the 2019 golf 
registration form.  

What's Happening at Illinois South Conference... 

 
Prayers of joy go out to Christy & Scott Pursell as they celebrated the wedding of their son, 
Caleb, to Karlin Kanode of Palmyra, Pennsylvania on July 4. Christy is the Executive 
Administrator for Illinois South Conference in Highland, and she and Scott are members of 
St. John UCC in Collinsville. Grandparents are Dianne and Ron Winney of Edwardsville 
and members of St. John UCC in Collinsville. Both have served on several ISC Teams. 
Congrats to all. 

 

Recognizing the 50-Year Ministry of Brenda Crisp at Uni-Pres Kindercottage 
On Sunday, July 21 at 10:30 am, St. Paul UCC, Lebanon (123 Dee St. in Lebanon) will host a service 
of recognition of the 50-year ministry of Brenda Crisp at Uni-Pres Kindercottage. Conference Minister 
Rev. Shana Johnson will preach that day and we will have a ceremony of recognition and thanks to 
Brenda for all the little ones and their families whose lives she has touched. After the service you are 
invited to join us for lunch in Fellowship Hall. So that we know how many to plan for, please RSVP for 
lunch to Becky Harrison, St. Paul's Office Manager, by calling 618-537-4964 or email stpaul-lebanon@sbcglobal.net. 
Please come help us celebrate Brenda's special ministry in East St. Louis. 

 

Region 8 

Choir Robes Looking 
for a New Home 

 
St. John UCC in New 
Athens has 30 purple 
robes that are in good 
condition but no longer 

in use at St. John UCC. A donation 
to the church would be appreciated 
but not necessary to give these 
robes more use. Contact Beth 

Buettner at stjuccdesknail@att.net or 

call 618-475-2947. First come - first 

served. 
 

Region 9 

Belleville St. Paul UCC presents a 
5-Week Summer Musical Series 
during their 9 am Sunday services 
beginning on Sun, July 14 - Aug 
11. Each week, there will be two to 
three songs performed from each 
musical with rehearsals throughout 
the week prior. Contact Tyler Kohrs 
at tkohrs@stpaulucc.org.. 

 

VBS Schedule 

July 14 - 18; 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm; 
Plum Hill St. John's UCC;  
Celebrating Rural Life in the Life of 
Jesus. 
July 15 - 19; 6 pm - 8:30 pm; 
O'Fallon UCC; Group's ROAR!. 
July 15 - 19; 9 am - 12 pm; 
Collinsville St. John UCC for 3 years 
- 5 grade; To Mars and Beyond: 
Explore Where God's Power Can 
Take You. 
July 15 - 19; 6 pm - 8:30 pm; Red 
Bud St. Peter UCC; To Mars and 
Beyond: Explore Where God's 
Power Can Take You. 
July 22 - 26; 9 am - 11:30 am; New 
Baden Zion UCC; The Incredible 
Race. 
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