
 

Weekly Connection    

   For the Week of May 26, 2019 -  June 1, 2019         
       Diverse Minds, Covenant Hearts, Made One in the Body of Christ         

  

Things You May Not Know About Memorial Day 
Taken from www.history.com website. 

Carbondale vies for the title of the official birthplace of Memorial Day.  
For almost as long as there's been a holiday, there's been a rivalry about who 
celebrated it first. Boalsburg, Pennsylvania, bases its claim on an 1864 
gathering of women to mourn those recently killed at Gettysburg. In 
Carbondale, Illinois, they're certain that they were first, thanks to an 1866 
parade led, in part, by John Logan who two years later would lead the charge 
for an official holiday. There are even two dueling Columbus challengers (one 
in Mississippi, the other in Georgia) who have battled it out for Memorial Day 
supremacy for decades. Only one town, however, has received the official seal 
of approval from the U.S. government. In 1966, 100 years after the town of 
Waterloo, New York, shuttered its businesses and took to the streets for the 
first of many continuous, community-wide celebrations, President Lyndon 
Johnson signed legislation, recently passed by the U.S. Congress, declaring 
the tiny upstate village the "official" birthplace of Memorial Day.  
One of the earliest commemorations was organized by recently freed 
slaves. 
As the Civil War neared its end, thousands of Union soldiers, held as prisoners 
of war, were herded into a series of hastily assembled camps in Charleston, 
South Carolina. Conditions at one camp, a former racetrack near the city's 
Citadel, were so bad that more than 250 prisoners died from disease or 
exposure and were buried in a mass grave behind the track's grandstand.   
Three weeks after the Confederate surrender, an unusual procession entered 
the former camp: On May 1, 1865, more than 1,000 recently freed slaves, 
accompanied by regiments of the U.S. Colored Troops (including the 
Massachusetts 54th Infantry) and a handful of white Charlestonians, gathered 
in the camp to consecrate a new, proper burial site for the Union dead. The 
group sang hymns, gave readings and distributed flowers around the cemetery, 
which they dedicated to the "Martyrs of the Race Course."  
Happy Memorial Day! 

Requests for Proposals for Grants to Enhance HIV Prevention 
Public Health Institute of Metropolitan Chicago (PHIMC) seeks proposals from eligible 
organizations to provide high quality, high impact HIV prevention services for 
individuals at highest risk for transmitting or acquiring HIV. This RFP is issued by 
PHIMC as the Lead Organization on behalf of Illinois Department of Public Health 
(IDPH), HIV Section. This RFP seeks proposals from organizations to provide HIV 
prevention services within Illinois Region 8 (Suburban Cook County, excluding City of 
Chicago) in the State Fiscal Year 2020, July 1, 2019- June 30, 2020. Click here for 
more information. Proposal due June 3. 

To the members of the United Church of Christ, 
The changing landscapes of church and denominational life in the 21st century impact 
many aspects of congregations, including ways that congregations are formed, 
reformed, and live in covenant with one another. Consequently, our Manual on Church 
- the volume that has previously articulated the formation and function of a local church 
- needs intentional discernment and engagement, building off of and expanding the 
draft that was last examined in 2004. 
We are seeking individuals represented by diverse facets of people and positions in 
the United Church of Christ with a sense of call and enthusiasm to this work of studying 
UCC understandings of ecclesiology (theological understanding of the nature and 
structure of church); function of the local church, and of listening for God's guidance 

 

Important Links 

iscucc.org/ 
  
duboiscenter.org  
  
ucc.org  
 
Back Bay Mission 
 
CHHSM 
  
Ecuador Partnership    
 
Eden Theological Seminary  
 
Deaconess Foundation   
 
Deaconess Nurse Ministry  
  
Emmaus Homes 
  
Hitz Memorial Home 
  
Hoyleton 
 
Insurance Board 
  
LIFE Program 
  
Neighborhood Houses 
  
New Athens Home 
 
St. John's Community Care  
  
St. Paul's Sr. Community 
  
Uplands Village  
  
UCC Campus Ministry   
  
Uni-Pres Kindercottage 

ISC Directory 

Pray for... 

Prayer list for  
May 26 - June 1, 2019 
Churches & Pastors 
-  Mascoutah St. John UCC, 
Rev. Hugh (Bo) Fitz 
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and movement, and of blessing the denomination with an insightful resource for local 
churches of today and of tomorrow.  
 
The Manual on Church is and will be a multi-year denomination-wide conversation led 
by a working group. Members of the working group will be asked to make a four-
year commitment to this project, including an estimated 5 - 7 in-person 
gathering across those four years. 
All members of the United Church of Christ including but not limited to: lay people, 
clergy, church planters, conference staff, affiliated ministries, and beyond are welcome 
to submit nominations, including self- nominations. The following information is 
necessary for each nomination: 
●  Name and contact information (email, phone number, mailing address) 
●  Brief overview of United Church of Christ experience 
●  Skills and perspectives that nominee would bring to the working group 
●  Two names of references for the nominee, with contact information 
Nominations are open now through July 1st, 2019.  Click here to apply online. 

The Amazing People of Illinois South Conference... 
Last week, Eden student, Tim Reed, received the Edith and 
Robert T. Fauth Book Award. This award recognizes the 
importance of an educated and learned clergy, the importance of 
books and learning resources and the need for an adequate 
personal library of the pastor. It is given to the Master of Divinity 
degree student having the highest academic ranking at the end of 
the first year of study. Tim's home church in Illinois South 
Conference is Church of the 

Good Shepherd in Carbondale. The church's 
congregation and the Conference are proud of 
his accomplishments. Lisa Brown, Director of 
Communications for Eden also added a 
personal note of acknowledgement and thanks 
to Tim for a personal creative project he 
undertook last fall that Eden has embraced as its 
own. Eden has been using photography and a 
creative concept, known as the "I am Eden" 
campaign. All of the work was done by Tim. 
Eden is grateful for his many talents and his willingness to share them with the Eden 
community. An example of his work on this project is below. 

  
 

-  Metropolis Zion UCC, Pastor 
David (Treila) Krueger, Interim 
Pastor 
 
Retired Pastor 
-  Rev. Chris and Lena Edwards, 
Converse, TX 

People with Life Concerns  
-  Pray for Rev. Bob Coffey as 
he deals with some health 
issues. Rev. Coffey is serving as 
Pastor for St. Peter's UCC in 
Lenzburg. Cards may be sent 
to 6213 Jo Ann Dr, Belleville IL 
62223. 
-   Keep Rev. P. Jerry Bennett in 
your prayers as he deals with 
some health issues. Rev. 
Bennett is the pastor at 
Hookdale St. Peter UCC and 
former ISC Associate 
Conference Minister. Cards may 
be sent to him at PO Box 39, 
Highland IL 62249. 
-  Keep Kyle Nuetzel (24) in your 
prayers as he continues 
rehabilitation at home. Kyle is 
the son of Kathy & Rev. Patrick 
Poole. 
-  Keep Marilyn (Rev. Paul) 
Thompson in your prayers as 
she deals with health issues. 
Rev. Thompson is retired, but 
serves on the ISC Recruitment 
Committee. Cards may be sent 
to her at 910 Circle Drive, Red 
Bud, IL 62278. 
-  Pray for Nancy (Rev. Robert) 
Tripp as she deals with some 
health issues. Rev. Tripp has 
served several churches in 
Illinois South and has 
participated in many ISC Teams. 
Cards may be sent to them 
at 9008 E South Cir 
Dr, Effingham IL 62401. 

 

Ecuador Mission Moment for Your Church 
The Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ has been working in partnership with Habitat Ecuador since 
2005 with 36 mission trips since then to build homes. Through our Ecuador Partnership Committee, we have built homes 
in four regions in Ecuador; the Northern and Southern Pacific Coasts, the highlands surrounding Quito and the southern 
region, Loja, near Peru. 
Twenty people from churches in Belleville, Carbondale, Dupo, and Marion; 2 young adults, 5 teen youth, 2 children, 2 
pastors from the ISC (John Holst, Marion & Tim Darmour-Paul, Grantfork) and 9 other adults, will be leaving from St. Louis 
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on Friday, July 5th and most will be returning on Monday, July 15th with the mission to build a home in Jama and complete 
a community outreach program with youth from a local school and church. 
Our ISC MISSION TEAM will fly from St. Louis to Miami to Guayaquil, where they will be experiencing culture, doing some 
sightseeing, and visiting the Habitat Ecuador office. After worship, Sunday afternoon, the group will take ground transport 
north along the coast to the town of Jama (Ha-Ma) situated on the western coast of Ecuador, smack dab on the equator. 
The team will begin building a house for a family and will work for five days. 
Here's how you can help: 
●  Financial donation for $3,500 worth of building materials. 
●  Write a blessing on an index card or small sheet of paper to be placed within the block walls of the building.  
●  Send them to the ISC office, 1312 Broadway, Highland, IL 62249 with Habitat Materials or Blessings in Blocks in the 
memo of the check or donate online here. 
●  Please pray for our ISC Habitat Team in July for a safe and successful trip. 
Thank you for your support! God Bless! 
Click here for a PowerPoint presentation to use in your church. 
Click here for the presentation script. 
Click here for a  bulletin insert for Blessings in Blocks. 

 

THANKS to the Happy Quilters and St. John UCC in Mascoutah 
The Happy Quilters of St. John UCC in Mascoutah have done it once again! Each year this group 
creates a beautiful kid-friendly quilt to celebrate and raise funds for DuBois Center. But that's 
just the beginning! Teams of quilters then hit the road and visit churches throughout the 
conference on Sunday mornings bringing goodwill and selling quilt tickets. Ticket sales raised 
$1760. St. John UCC matched this amount dollar for dollar, bringing the total donation to $3520. 
This year, the proceeds are designated for the spillway and AC projects that comprise Operation 
Shimmer. Thanks so much to the Happy Quilters (Kay, Beth, Nancy, Marion, Muriel, Treva, 
Dorothy, Lou Ann and Kim) for all their hard work and to all the members of St. John UCC in 
Mascoutah for their support. Thanks also to the following churches for hosting the traveling quilt: 
Christ UCC in Dupo, Grantfork UCC in Grantfork, St John UCC in Trenton, St. Paul UCC in 
Lebanon, St Peter's UCC in Okawville and Zion UCC in New Baden. The quilters have been 
known to go to great lengths to sell tickets. In fact, this year the winning one was purchased - 
not at a church or the Quilt Fair - but at a family Easter meal at which one salesperson sold $60 
worth of tickets. Congratulations to quilt winner Ronald Ostrom of Fairfax, Virginia! 

MEET our SUMMER STAFF 
Welcome Rachel Kinzinger, Catie Goetter and Georgia Agan to our 2019 
summer staff leadership team! Rachel is returning for her 9th summer on 
staff and will be serving as our Program Coordinator. This will be Catie's 
third and Georgia's first summers on staff, and they will both be serving as 
Program Specialists with our riding program. 
Rachel's home church is St. John's UCC in New Athens, where she is on 
the Board of Christian Ed and works with the youth group. She just 
completed her third year as a special education teacher at Marissa Jr-Sr 
High School. Rachel wrote, "Camp has always been home to me, from the 

time I was a young camper. It's brought me friends, laughter and lifelong memories!" Her favorite 
things about camp include watching campers try new things, overcome their fears 
and homesickness, and fall in love with DuBois Center just like she did! 
Catie just completed her junior year at Missouri State where she is majoring in 
elementary education. She is from Maryville, IL and grew up attending St. John 
UCC in Collinsville. She now regularly attends Schweitzer UMC in Springfield, 
MO. At school, Catie is a section leader for the MSU marching band and is a child 
care provider for the park district. When asked what she loves about camp, Catie 
replied "as a camper, I loved all of the activities, being in nature, and meeting new 
people. As a staff member, I love watching and helping kids overcome fears 
(because I still have some too), try new things, and become passionate about 
camp." 
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Georgia is a local girl from Venedy, IL. She has experience working with children and youth in a variety of settings. 
Georgia studies general agriculture with a focus in equine at Northeastern Oklahoma A & M College, where she barrel 
races and is a member of the school's rodeo team. Her mom had her on a horse since before she could walk, and she has 
been passionate about horses ever since. Georgia was blessed to find a wonderful faith community in Oklahoma. She 
attends Miami Friends Church which is a very small, close-knit congregation. Georgia is "so excited to work at DuBois this 
summer, because I remember my experience as a camper, and I had the time of my life!" 

 

June 16-21 
MIDDLE SCHOOLERS  
in Main Camp 
It's Middle Schoolers ONLY in main 
camp the week of June 16-21 - 
middle school fun from the comfort 
of the main camp cottages. Whether 
it's a camper's first summer or fifth, 
there will be new adventures for 

everyone. Along with family group activities, there will be a 
number of "choice times" when campers pick from a variety 
of fun activities. They can get super crafty, spend some 
leisurely time fishing, try a bit of sport from the other side of 
the pond with Kwik Cricket, learn about another country, 
take aim at the 
archery range, 
explore the trails 
and the creek, or 
hang with the 
horses. There are 
two great options 
from which to 
choose: Splash! - 
with a special 
focus on water-
based activities, and Trail Mix - a great mix of DuBois 
favorites. To learn more, pick up a camp brochure at your 
UCC church or download one. To receive a brochure by 
mail, contact DuBois Center at 618-787-2202 or 
dcinfo@DuBoisCenter.org. Ready to register? Click here.  

 

WELCOME TEAM - Join Us! 
June 9, 16, 23, July 7, 14, 21 
On these five Sundays, scores of campers 
will arrive at DuBois Center eager and 
excited to begin their time at camp. Twelve volunteers, plus 
summer staff, are needed for each of these Sundays to 
ensure the check-in process runs smoothly! Volunteers 
assist with greetings, parking, the camp store, registration, 
health screenings, dock duty and people-moving. They 
arrive by 1:15 pm and are done by 4 pm. Please consider 
joining our Sunday Welcome Team on one or more check-
in days. You are invited to wear a church t-shirt and show 
your spirit. Even consider bringing a team from your church! 
Let us know in advance when you can help; contact the 
DuBois Center office at  dcinfo@DuBoisCenter.org or 618-
787-2202. We do need FIRM commitments as we keep 
recruiting until the spots are filled. 

What do the parables of the Great Feast and 
the Good Samaritan have in common with 
Bible verses about Spiritual Gifts and sharing 
God's Peace, or the stories about Isaac 
blessing Jacob and Jesus washing the feet of 
the Disciples? All have something to do with 
love, peace or reconciliation, and the work required to build 
a peace-filled world "on earth as it is in heaven." This 
summer, scripture will be paired with words from around the 
globe such as Aloha, Agape, Heiwa, Shalom and Ubuntu as 
we explore how each of us can be faithful peace-makers. 
For more information view our brochure online. 

   

MISSION WEEK 2019 
Since 2014, members of Dupo Christ UCC have made two 
annual pilgrimages to DuBois Center. In the fall, they help set 
up and break down before and after Fall Festival. In the 
spring, they take on a variety of work projects. This crew is a 
testament to what can be accomplished by a small team of 
dedicated folks. It's hard to imagine getting ready for summer 
camp without them! A HUGE THANKS to members of Christ 
UCC in Dupo: Bob, Clifford, Larry, Marvin, and Pastor Todd 
and Pete from St. Paul UCC, Belleville. Watch for additional 
photos on the DuBois Center Facebook page. 
Here's an overview of their 2019 projects: 
●  Rustic cabin screens and doors checked and repaired 
●  Upgrades to the Beach House completed 
●  Stage area of the chapel in main camp extended 
●  Decrepit dock at Deer Run removed 
●  Brighter & more efficient lighting installed in Rustic Shower 
House 
●  Safety enhancements and other projects throughout camp 
●  Benches built 
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DuBois Center is your OCWM (Our Church's Wider Mission) monies at work. When you or your congregation gives 
to OCWM, you are directly supporting the work of DuBois, a Camp and Retreat Center of the Illinois South Conference of 
the United Church of Christ. Thank you for your ongoing support of OCWM! 

 

A Celebration of Experience, Wisdom, and Life 
Gray hair is a crown of glory; it is gained in a righteous life. Proverbs 16:31 
In honor of Older Americans Month, St. John's Community Care is celebrating with a special 
worship service at St. John UCC in Collinsville on Friday, May 31 at 11 am.  The service will be 

followed by a lunch in St. John's Faith Hall. Musical entertainment by the Nitpickers will follow lunch. RSVP to 618-344-
5008 by May 27. 
Here is a flyer to share with your congregation. 

Enjoy three and a half days (June 25-28, 2019) of innovative worship services, 
workshops, music for purchase and networking opportunities. The planning committee 
has created a conference that will explore unique elements of music and art to inspire 
and uplift attendees. All are welcome to join us. 
Workshops will range from organ, choral and handbells to drumming, liturgical art, 
liturgical movement, to working with a variety of aged voices, and promoting the arts in 
a variety of ways. 
Each day, attendees will also have the opportunity to explore Madison, home to the State 
Capitol and the University of Wisconsin Badgers. Madison is summertime personified as 
it is situated between two lakes. There are plenty of perfect spots to relax and enjoy a view, walk along a lakeshore path 
or enjoy a sunset. To register and for more information, go to Conference 2019. 

What's Happening at Illinois South Conference... 

Two Workshops on Aging and Caregiving 
Growing Older: Living Longer, Healthier and Happier will be presented from 1 pm - 3 pm and Caregiving: The Challenges 
and Blessings on 7 pm - 9 pm on Thursday, May 23 at Friedens UCC in Marissa and presented by Jan Aerie, M.S. - Family 
Counselor and Gerontologist. These events are free but they ask you to register. Call 618-295-2004 or email 
friedensmarissa@gmail.com. Click here for a flyer. 

Job Opportunity 
St. John's Community Care is in need of a nurse for a full-time position, weekdays only, in their Adult Day Program. 
Most of the participants have dementia or a traumatic brain injury. St. John's Community Care will consider RN or LPN. 
Please spread the word and ask anyone interested to send a resume to St. John's Community Care, 222 Goethe Avenue, 
Collinsville, IL 62234 or go in to fill out an application. 

The congregation at Zion United Church of Christ in Metropolis invites the Illinois South Conference church 
families to attend a worship service and reception to honor Pastor David Krueger's retirement on May 26 at 10:30 
am for the service and reception from 2 pm - 4 pm. Pastor Krueger served 12+ years as a Licensed Pastor in the Illinois 
South Conference. If you are not able to attend but would like to send a card, send it to 1132 Country Club Road, Metropolis, 
IL 62960. 

 

Region 2 

Hecker Friedens UCC will hold its 
Spring BBQ on Sat, June 22 from 11 
am - 2 pm at the Red Bud 
IGA parking lot. Menu includes pork 
steaks, bratwurst, potato salad, cole 
slaw, and baked beans. Carry outs 
only. 

VBS Schedule 

June 
June 3 - 7; 9 am - 11:30 am; Highland 
Evangelical UCC; To Mars and 
Beyond: Explore Where God's Power 
Can Take You. 
June 3 - 7; 9 am - 12 pm; Maeystown 
St. John UCC; To Mars and Beyond: 

VBS Schedule cont'd 

July 
July 7 - 11; 6 pm - 8 pm; Granite City 
St. John UCC; To Mars and Beyond: 
Explore Where God's Power Can Take 
You. 
July 8 - 11; 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm; New 
Athens St. John UCC; To Mars and 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=yqmdt85ab.0.0.df4cwbeab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Ffiles.constantcontact.com%2F3ac71630101%2F4f9d321b-e270-48c4-84d5-d34647dfd64b.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=yqmdt85ab.0.0.df4cwbeab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fuccma.wildapricot.org%2FEmailTracker%2FLinkTracker.ashx%3FlinkAndRecipientCode%3DyPTI8WA7ItB5u%252fWRbKCOSIgmXgo1FtPjaxiagBdKJ6RNGVqnpl9aVKwTIo85mPAfAQtBS%252bnFeAEBTupH%252bgT1IEH4ndYIEq3Iz9RBQ7Kbu0E%253d
mailto:friedensmarissa@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=yqmdt85ab.0.0.df4cwbeab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Ffiles.constantcontact.com%2F3ac71630101%2F151a2997-7ff1-4e47-b524-e307492a5de0.pdf


Region 3 

The Evening Circle from Collinsville 
St. John UCC hosts their annual 
Luncheon and Fashion show on 
Thurs, June 20 at 11:30 am in St. 
John UCC Faith Hall. Homemade 
salads made by their ladies plus a 
style show of summer clothes from 
Dillards using St. John UCC models. 
Luncheon includes door prizes and a 
raffle for an afghan. Purchase $12 per 
person tickets through Judy Brickey 
618-345-4889 or Amy 618-344-2526. 
Tickets not sold at the door. 
Questions, contact Nancy Fitzgerald 
618-920-6302. 

Region 9 

Belleville St. Paul UCC presents a 5-
Week Summer Musical Series 
during their 9 am Sunday services 
beginning on Sun, July 14 - Aug 11. 
Each week, there will be two to three 
songs performed from each musical 
with rehearsals throughout the week 
prior. For more info, contact Tyler 
Kohrs at tkohrs@stpaulucc.org. 

Belleville Concordia UCC will hold 
its Chicken Dinner & Strawberry 
Festival on Sun, June 2 from 11 am 
- 3 pm. The meal includes fried 
chicken with all the "fixins". Dine in or 
carry out. Quilt raffle and bake sale. 
Contact 618-476-3377. 

 

Explore Where God's Power Can Take 
You. 
June 10 - 14; 9 am - 12 pm; 3 years - 
5th grade; Columbia St. Paul UCC;    
To Mars and Beyond: Explore Where 
God's Power Can Take You. 
June 10 - 14; 6 pm - 8:30 pm; 
Belleville St. Paul UCC; Group's 
ROAR!.  
June 10 - 14; 8:30 am - 11 am; 
Okawville St. Peter's UCC; To Mars 
and Beyond: Explore Where God's 
Power Can Take You. 

June 10 - 14; 6 pm - 8:30 pm with 
dinner from 5 pm - 5:45 pm; Troy 
Friedens UCC; Group's ROAR!. 
June 24 - 26; 6 pm - 8:30 pm; 3 years 
- 5th grade; Alhambra Salem UCC; To 
Mars and Beyond: Explore Where 
God's Power Can Take You. 
June 24 - 29; 6 pm - 8:30 pm; 
Belleville Concordia UCC; Group's 
ROAR!. 
June 24 - 28; 6 pm - 8:30 pm; 
Belleville Concordia UCC; Group's 
ROAR!. 
June 24-28; 9 am - 12 pm; Dupo 
Christ UCC; To Mars and Beyond: 
Explore Where God's Power Can Take 
You. 
June 24 - 28; 8:45 am - 12:00 pm; 
Mascoutah St. John UCC; Group's 
ROAR!. 

 

Beyond: Explore Where God's Power 
Can Take You. 
July 8 - 12; 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm, dinner 
provided; Community VBS including 
Centralia St. Peter UCC, Central City 
Zion UCC, First Presbyterian, First 
Christian Disciples of Christ, and First 
Methodist; To be held at 
First Presbyterian Church at Hickory 
St. and Broadway St. in Centralia; To 
Mars and Beyond: Explore Where 
God's Power Can Take You. 
July 8 - 12; 6 pm - 8 pm; Hookdale St. 
Peter's UCC; In the Wild. 
July 14 - 16; Lunch on 7/14 followed 
by 12 pm - 2 pm VBS; 7/15 & 7/16 - 
6:15 pm - 8:15 pm; New Hanover 
(Columbia) Zoar UCC; Life is Wild - 
God is Good!. 
July 14 - 18; 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm; Plum 
Hill St. John's UCC; Celebrating Rural 
Life in the Life of Jesus. 
July 15 - 19; 6 pm - 8:30 pm; O'Fallon 
UCC; Group's ROAR!. 
July 15 - 19; 9 am - 12 pm; Collinsville 
St. John UCC for 3 years - 5 grade; To 
Mars and Beyond: Explore Where 
God's Power Can Take You. 
July 15 - 19; 6 pm - 8:30 pm; Red Bud 
St. Peter UCC; To Mars and Beyond: 
Explore Where God's Power Can Take 
You. 
July 22 - 26; 9 am - 11:30 am; New 
Baden Zion UCC; The Incredible 
Race. 

 

  
 

 

 
 

mailto:tkohrs@stpaulucc.org

