
 

Weekly Connection    

   For the Week of May 12, 2019 -  May 18, 2019         
       Diverse Minds, Covenant Hearts, Made One in the Body of Christ         

  

Nurse Rock Trees - Over the weekend, I had the honor of 
presenting at an event in the Montana Northern Wyoming 
Conference of the United Church of Christ. A colleague of mine 
calls these opportunities "UCC Covenant Days" by which our 
relational and spiritual covenant is strengthened through the 
sharing of our stories, resources and support. 
It was fascinating to hear their stories and reflect on the ways their 
pastors and local church leaders are facing similar concerns as 
the ones that we in the Illinois South Conference are wrestling with 
in our ministries and churches. 

An overarching theme I heard in their questions, their conversations and in their 
insights was a generalized anxiety for braving the elements of the church's changing 
landscapes. Underneath their stories, I could hear a question to which they dared 
not voice or give name. Perhaps it was an unconscious decision not to name it or 
say it aloud for fear that it might give this question more attention and power in the 
minds, hearts, spirits, and bodies of their congregations. The question which shall 
not be named is..."Can we survive?" 
Can we survive? Are our efforts futile? Do we have enough time, energy, resources, 
money, and dare we say, sanity to keep hope for our local church's existence, 
influence and purpose to stay alive? Do we have enough? Are we enough? 
Built into my trip, I had scheduled a trip to Yellowstone National Park. I had thought 
of it as a sightseeing adventure, never expecting it to be such a deeply moving 
spiritual experience. Words and photos alone will never capture the experience of 
awe for being in the ever-creating presence of the Divine. Each landscape, each 
creature, each geological feature was a mighty metaphor of the Divine's plan, 
purposes and possibilities for all of creation and those who have been called to be 
care takers of it. 
Yet, one visual metaphor crept deep into the marrow of my bones, as I believe it 
relates to the unlimited power of the Church of Jesus Christ and how it manifests in 
the local church. Those familiar to Montana's scenery refer to this visual metaphor 
as "nurse rock trees." These are lone trees, which grow in the grasslands of Montana. 
As I happened upon the beauty and emotional pull of the "nurse rock trees" I 
immediately visualized the many churches of our Conference who feel like they are 
alone in the situations and circumstances to which they currently find themselves. 
During periods of great storms and ice, there was such turbulence and shifting of the 
land, that much vegetation and growth diminished. However, in those places, due to 
the disturbances, large rocks (even some house-sized boulders) began to emerge. 
These rocks helped melt the snow and ice to water the ground, creating a soil rich in 
minerals and moisture, ripe for new growth. Such rocks are known as "nurse rocks" 
because they hold moisture in the soil, provide shade, trap seeds (giving them time 
to take root) and shelter the sapling from the extreme winds until they are strong 
enough to stand on their own. As the sapling grows, it becomes the "nurse rock tree," 
sheltering other vegetation. 
Seeing the tree growing next to the nurse rocks, I saw a beautiful metaphor for the 
church. There are times when we feel as if we cannot brave the elements. We feel 
afraid, alone, or abandoned. We can also panic when we mistakenly think that all we 
need to grow and survive is quickly diminishing. Yet, perhaps we are forgetting our 
nurse rock - the Divine. 
Let us in all times, in all seasons, and in all circumstances remember, the One, who 
nurtures us, provides for us, and protects us.  
Our Rock and our Redeemer. 
The Rock of All Ages.  
Our Nurse Rock, Christ Jesus. 
Blessings, Rev. Shana Johnson, Conference Minister 
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Pray for... 

Prayer list for  
May 12-18, 2019 
Churches & Pastors 
-  Maeystown St. John UCC, 
Rev. Patrick (Kathy) Poole 
-  Marine UCC, Rev. Phil 
(Sandee) Kershner 
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The Amazing People of Illinois South 
Conference... 
The congregation at Zion United Church of Christ 
in Metropolis invites the Illinois South Conference 
church families to attend a reception to honor 
Pastor David Krueger's retirement on May 26. 
Pastor Krueger served 12+ years as a Licensed 
Pastor in the Illinois South Conference-10+ years 
at Concordia UCC in the Belleville/Millstadt area 
before accepting a call as Interim Pastor at Zion 
UCC in Metropolis. His final service at Zion UCC 
will be Sunday, May 26 with services beginning at 
10:30 am followed by a reception from 2 pm - 4:00 
pm sponsored by the Church Council in the 
fellowship hall. If you are not able to attend but would like to send a card, send it to 
1132 Country Club Road, Metropolis, IL 62960. 
Photo is Pastor Krueger, Treila, and their family. 

 

Caring for Confirmation 
Reprinted from the Republic-Times  
Written by JAMES "TAL" MOSS 

On Saturday, when most people her age would be pre-
paring to spend time with their families on Easter, 13-year-
old Katie Williams was traveling around St. Louis looking for 
homeless people to help. 
Chaperoned by her father and grandfather, Katie delivered 
12 Easter "care" baskets to the first dozen homeless 
individuals she encountered.  
"At first, I was kind of nervous," the Waterloo Junior High 
School student recalled. "But when I started meeting them, 
I realized they were probably more nervous than I was. After 

the first person, I felt a lot better and a lot more comfortable walking up to them and 
being friendly with them... They were all so nice. It was a great experience." 
That experience was the culmination of a service project Katie performed for her 
confirmation at St. Paul United Church of Christ in Waterloo. Read the whole article.  

 
 

Retired Pastor 
-  Rev. Libby and Jane 
Feagans-King 

 

People with Life Concerns  
-   Keep Rev. P. Jerry Bennett in 
your prayers as he deals with 
some health issues. Rev. 
Bennett is the pastor at 
Hookdale St. Peter UCC and 
former ISC Associate 
Conference Minister. Cards may 
be sent to him at PO Box 39, 
Highland IL 62249. 
-  Keep Kyle Nuetzel (24) in your 
prayers as he continues 
rehabilitation at home. Kyle is 
the son of Kathy & Rev. Patrick 
Poole. 
-  Keep Marilyn (Rev. Paul) 
Thompson in your prayers as 
she deals with health issues. 
Rev. Thompson is retired, but 
serves on the ISC Recruitment 
Committee. Cards may be sent 
to her at 910 Circle Drive, Red 
Bud, IL 62278. 

 

Ecuador Mission Moment for Your Church 
The Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ has been working in partnership with Habitat Ecuador since 
2005. We have had just over 36 mission trips since to build homes. Through our Ecuador Partnership Committee we 
have built homes in four regions in Ecuador; the Northern and Southern Pacific Coasts, the highlands surrounding Quito 
and the southern region, Loja, near Peru. 
Twenty people from churches in Belleville, Carbondale, Dupo, and Marion; 2 young adults, 5 teen youth, 2 children, 2 
pastors from the ISC (John Holst, Marion & Tim Darmour-Paul, Grantfork) and 9 other adults, will be leaving from St. 
Louis on Friday, July 5th and most will be returning on Monday, July 15th with the mission to build a home in Jama and 
complete a community outreach program with youth from a local school and church. 
Our ISC MISSION TEAM will fly from St. Louis to Miami to Guayaquil, where they will be experiencing culture, doing 
some sightseeing, and visiting the Habitat Ecuador office. After worship, Sunday afternoon, the group will take ground 
transport north along the coast to the town of Jama (Ha-Ma) situated on the western coast of Ecuador, smack dab on 
the equator. The team will begin building a house for a family and will work for five days. 
Here's how you can help: 
●  Financial donation for $3,500 worth of building materials. 
●  Write a blessing on an index card or small sheet of paper to be placed within the block walls of the building.  
●  Send them to the ISC office, 1312 Broadway, Highland, IL 62249 with Habitat Materials or Blessings in Blocks in the 
memo of the check or donate online here. 
●  Please pray for our ISC Habitat Team in July for a safe and successful trip. 
Thank you for your support! God Bless! 
Click here for a PowerPoint presentation to use in your church. 
Click here for the presentation script. 
Click here for a  bulletin insert for Blessings in Blocks. 
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A Celebration of Experience, Wisdom, and Life 
Gray hair is a crown of glory; it is gained in a righteous life. Proverbs 16:31 
In honor of Older Americans Month, St. John's Community Care is celebrating with a special 
worship service at St. John UCC in Collinsville on Friday, May 31 at 11 am.  The service will 

be followed by a lunch in St. John's Faith Hall. Musical entertainment by the Nitpickers will follow lunch. RSVP to 618-
344-5008 by May 27. 
Here is a flyer to share with your congregation. 

 

UCC ramps up food pantries, hot meals in flooded Midwest 
A widespread disaster with no end in sight has kept a massive area of the U.S. 
Midwest under water for more than a month, since the "bomb cyclone" brought heavy 
snow and/or rain along with high winds to more than a dozen states in mid-March.  
At least four people have died, and thousands have been displaced. Stretches of 
major highways have been damaged, with some still under water, and are 
closed.  Waste water treatment and electrical systems have been compromised. 
As communities begin to assess needs, UCC Disaster Ministries is working to support 
local UCC congregations in their initial response and already has provided $15,000 
to local UCC food pantries and hot meals programs in hard-hit Nebraska and Iowa. 
This early financial support to communities is made possible through giving to the 

One Great Hour of Sharing's Emergency USA Fund. 
"Among everything else you lose in flooding are all the groceries you had in your pantry," said the Rev. Brice Hughes of 
Burlington, Iowa, coordinating the UCC's disaster response in Iowa, Nebraska and South Dakota.  "Even with regular 
income, it's a challenge to restock your pantry staples."  
To help, UCC Disaster Ministries solidarity grants of $3,000 each have gone 
to UCC congregations in Columbus, Omaha, Fremont and Arlington, Neb., 
and in Glenwood, Iowa. The latter - First Congregational - is partnering with 
other local churches to feed 100 people three meals a day every day (330 
meals a day on average), Hughes reported. "There is no end in sight to the 
need. People aren't back in their homes yet. They estimate that if they were 
buying all the food they are preparing, it would cost approximately $3 a meal 
($990 a day). They have received other donations of cash and in-kind. This 
response of theirs is massive." 
Along with meals, the Glenwood churches are stepping up spiritual support. 
The Rev. Susan Reed of First Congregational Church said, "We were (just) 
told the chances (some) homes could be salvaged was slim, and we would 
need to be much more prevalent at the site to provide comfort and care to those seeing their homes for the first time." 
Reed added, "(We) continually request prayers for solidarity and cooperation of all involved to meet the many needs of 
all those suffering." 
Hughes emphasized, "This is not a 'past-tense disaster.' It is a 'present-tense' disaster. The flood event in some places 
is going to be record length." Nebraska and Iowa are bracing for even more water from the spring thaw in states to their 
west and north. Vast swaths of land, farms, homes and businesses are submerged, with damages estimated to be in the 
billions of dollars. 
UCC Disaster Ministries' strength and focus remains on supporting long-term recovery work, which is the costliest and 
most underserved phase after a disaster. To join UCC Disaster Ministries in meeting future needs please give 
at "Emergency USA Fund." 
The UCC's Response 
UCC Disaster Ministries has contributed an initial $15,000 to begin the response to the needs of families and 
communities in impacted areas. Funds are to support food pantries and meals programs. 
Ways to Help 
●  Pray for all impacted by disasters including those directly impacted, their families and friends. Pray for all those 
involved as first responders such as fire, police, and other emergency management professionals and volunteers. 
●  DO NOT collect "stuff" and/or attempt to ship material items to the impacted region(s). Click here to learn why cash is 
best. 
●  DO assemble Emergency Cleanup Buckets, Personal Hygiene Kits or School Kits. Click here to learn more.    
●  Download "12 Ways To Support Disaster Survivors" for more ways to help. 
●  Make a donation to the "Emergency USA Fund" or by mail (see address at the top of the page). 
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Rainbow Camp Registration is Now Open 
The 5th Annual Rainbow Camp will be held at DuBois Center 
on Saturday, Aug 10.  It's a full day of fun in community, where 
everyone is recognized as a whole child of God. Anyone can 
attend, regardless of denomination, and all ages are welcome. 
Rainbow Camp is for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 
queer singles, couples and families. Straight allies welcome, 
too. See the informational flyer for more details. To register 
online, click here. 

 

Pastors for Peace Caravan to Cuba 
Ever since 1992 the Interreligious Foundation for Community Organization (IFCO) - also known as Pastors for Peace - 
has been taking both humanitarian aid and people to Cuba, in fellowship with our sisters and brothers there, on an annual 
Caravan without asking for nor accepting a US government license to do so. As such our actions have been in the spirit 
of the US civil rights movement as a piece of non-violent civil disobedience - following our faith or conscience instead of 
what we see as unjust laws. Until his death in 2010 our executive director was Rev Lucius Walker, an African American 
Baptist minister in the tradition of Rev Martin Luther King.  
In the 1990s our caravans were strongly resisted by the US government and led to non-violent confrontations at the 
US/Mexico border, seizures of aid by US authorities and (successful) hunger strikes to get the aid released and sent to 
Cuba. 25 or so years on our perspective on ending both the economic blockade of Cuba and the restrictions on travel 
there now command majority public support but not with the Trump administration nor with the majority of Congress. Nor 
is the economic situation in Cuba anything as dire as it was in 1992. Consequently, while we continue to take a small 
amount of symbolic aid, the focus is on taking people without a US government license, and the educational and 
advocacy work within the US which has always been a key part of the Caravan. We should add that if the US Treasury 
acts on the words of the recent announcement in Miami by John Bolton, then the days of religious licenses to visit Cuba 
may be coming to an end and the need for unlicensed travel challenges like ours will become paramount. 
The Caravan within the US is a set of routes through the US, usually now undertaken in cars, where a Caravan speaker 
and driver and perhaps 1 or 2 others, travel from city to city and speak at public events and to the local media about US-
Cuba relations and our project - in the process raising public awareness as well as much needed money for the project. 
Where we can we also try to visit the office(s) of local members of Congress, in conjunction with local people, to advocate 
in favor of the bills that do exist to end the travel restrictions and blockade. 
Our hosts around the country vary. They can be Cuba or Latin American Solidarity organizations, they can be Centers 
for Peace and Justice, but they can also be individual churches within which it is fair to say that the UU and the UCC 
have been most prominent. The core part of hosting the Caravan involves putting on a public event, publicizing it, 
contacting the media and providing free overnight accommodation and food for the Caravan participants - often but not 
necessarily involving a potluck at the event. 
Very concretely one of our Caravan routes will be coming through St Louis on the night of Sunday June 16.  For the last 
couple of years Audrey Hollis the pastor at Greater St. Marks family church in Ferguson has acted as the host. While 
she may yet do so again, she is currently extremely short of time. Rev Tom Warren in North Carolina who coordinates 
an annual UCC study tour of Cuba suggested I reach out to the UCC in the Metro-East to see if one of your churches 
could be the host or alternatively could help Audrey.   
If your church is interested in assisting us in any way on Sunday June 16 please contact John Waller - Caravan 
Coordinator - Cell 831-261-2025  friendshipmentcaravan@ifconews.org. 

 

BLOCK PARTY - Recap 
They came... they played... they had a great time! Youth groups from Friedens UCC - 
Irvington, St. Paul UCC - Belleville, St. Paul UCC - Lebanon and St. Paul UCC - Nashville 
invaded the Rustic Village for an afternoon of 9-Square, Kickball, Hot Dogs, S'mores and 
so much more. They made new friends, met some of the horses, painted rocks for a 
special mission and explored the Rustic Village. One group brought cupcakes to share - 
which were definitely a hit! Thanks to the churches that turned out and DuBois Center's 
marketing team for making it happen. "Everyone had a wonderful time... It was fun to be 
able to go with the youth to a non-overnight event!" commented one pastor. Later this 
week, check out DuBois Center's Facebook page for more photos of the event. 
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GIRLS who CAMP! 
June 23-28 
NEW this year - Girls Who 
Camp is designed for girls 
who have completed 
grades 5-8. Fun and 
adventure await as they 
learn more about God's 
creation, each other and 
girls who rock the world. 
This week, the Rustic 
Village is just for GIRLS - 

girls who play, girls who laugh, girls who run, girls who hike, 
girls who swim, girls who pray, girls who create, girls who 
sing, girls who build, and girls who... camp! Pick up a camp 
brochure at your UCC church or download one. To receive 
a brochure by mail, contact DuBois Center at 618-787-
2202 or dcinfo@DuBoisCenter.org. 

 
 

BULLETIN INSERTS 
Check out this updated copy-ready bulletin insert - in two 
sizes! These are an easy way to promote DuBois Center 
summer adventures and volunteer opportunities. Just 
print and insert in your bulletin, cut and paste into 
newsletter, and print in color and post on the bulletin 
boards.  
Summer Camp & Volunteers - letter, 8.5x11 
Summer Camp & Volunteers - legal, 8.5x14 

 

CAMP NURSES 
Servants with Sunscreen 
Band-Aids - YES, but so much more! 
One setting for ministry at DuBois 
Center is our health center. Volunteer 
nurses are a vital piece of our summer 
camp program. Serving as a camp nurse 
can be a very rewarding mission experience, one that is 
similar yet very different than most traditional nursing 
positions. As expected, responsibilities include reviewing 
camper medical forms, conducting health screenings, 
receiving & administering medications, providing first aid & 
basic medical treatment, and documentation. But when 
you really get down to it, camp nurses spend most of their 
time removing ticks, soothing rashes, distributing 
medications and providing extra TLC for homesick and 
nervous campers. If you are an RN, please consider 
serving with us for a full or partial week. The living quarters 
have AC and there is often time to join us for worship, 
explore the woods or just sit back and read a book. For 
more information, contact Shirley at DuBois Center at 
shirley.director@DuBoisCenter.org or 618-787-2202. 

 

  

HELP PROMOTE DuBois Center Online 
We are tired of being southern Illinois' best kept secret! An easy way to help spread the word about DuBois 
Center is to put links to our website, Facebook and Instagram pages on your church's website and in your 
e-newsletters. The links are easy - www.DuBoisCenter.org, www.FaceBook.com/DuBoisCenter and 
www.Instagram@DuBoisCenter.org. If you are Facebook savvy, please "share" our posts and ensure your 
church members are in the know. Encourage members to "like" and follow our Facebook page, and do the 
same from your church's Facebook page. Instagram is fun and lots of your youth are on it, so encourage 

everyone to "follow" us there as well. Let's see how many new shares, likes and follows we can get this week! 
 

WELCOME TEAM - Join Us! 
June 9, 16, 23, July 7, 14, 21 
On these five Sundays, scores of campers will arrive at DuBois Center eager and 
excited to begin their time at camp. Twelve volunteers, plus summer staff, are needed 
for each of these Sundays to ensure the check-in process runs smoothly! Volunteers 
assist with greetings, parking, the camp store, registration, health screenings, dock 
duty and people-moving. They arrive by 1:15 pm and are done by 4 pm. Please 
consider joining our Sunday Welcome Team on one or more check-in days. You are 
invited to wear a church t-shirt and show your spirit. Even consider bringing a team 
from your church! Let us know in advance when you can help; contact the DuBois 
Center office at dcinfo@duboiscenter.org or 618-787-2202. We do need FIRM 
commitment as we keep recruiting until the spots are filled. 

DuBois Center is your OCWM (Our Church's Wider Mission) monies at work. When you or your congregation gives 
to OCWM, you are directly supporting the work of DuBois, a Camp and Retreat Center of the Illinois South Conference 
of the United Church of Christ. Thank you for your ongoing support of OCWM! 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=wghjkz5ab.0.0.df4cwbeab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fduboiscenter.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F03%2FBooklet-final-web-lg_compressed.pdf
mailto:dcinfo@DuBoisCenter.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=wghjkz5ab.0.0.df4cwbeab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Ffiles.constantcontact.com%2F3ac71630101%2Fdf43c169-01d6-4619-88b7-0cbf82803d23.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=wghjkz5ab.0.0.df4cwbeab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Ffiles.constantcontact.com%2F3ac71630101%2F2ea15cf3-d85b-43fc-b1ae-d5c2e22c09ec.pdf
mailto:shirley.director@DuBoisCenter.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=wghjkz5ab.0.0.df4cwbeab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.DuBoisCenter.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=wghjkz5ab.0.0.df4cwbeab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.FaceBook.com%2FDuBoisCenter
mailto:www.Instagram@DuBoisCenter.org
mailto:dcinfo@duboiscenter.org


 

Mental Health Sunday is May 19th 
And we've got a new 2019 worship resource for you to use.  It 
includes a call to worship, invocation, confession, sermon starter, 
litanies, prayer of dedication, and benediction.  This year's new 

resource focuses on May 19, but you can use it any time you celebrate Mental Health Sunday.  Visit our website or go 
directly to a large collection of Mental Health Sunday resources here. 

 

Enjoy three and a half days (June 25-28, 2019) of innovative worship services, workshops, 
music for purchase and networking opportunities. The planning committee has created a 
conference that will explore unique elements of music and art to inspire and uplift attendees. 
All are welcome to join us. 
Workshops will range from organ, choral and handbells to drumming, liturgical art, liturgical 
movement, to working with a variety of aged voices, and promoting the arts in a variety of 
ways. 
Each day, attendees will also have the opportunity to explore Madison, home to the State 
Capitol and the University of Wisconsin Badgers. Madison is summertime personified as it is situated between two lakes. 
There are plenty of perfect spots to relax and enjoy a view, walk along a lakeshore path or enjoy a sunset. To register 
and for more information, go to Conference 2019. 

 

St. John's Community Care Presents Savvy Caregiver Training. The sessions provide tools to family members who 
are caring for an individual with dementia/memory loss who is living at home, either alone or with family. Each session 
will be comprised of six two-hour sessions. The classes will be held on Wednesdays, May 8, 15, 22, 29 - June 5, 12 from 
10 am - Noon at St. John UCC, 307 W Clay St, Collinsville in the West Conference Room. For more information or to 
register, call 618-344-5008. Download a flyer. Click here for St. John's Community Care's spring newsletter. 

 

The Langenberg Leadership Form Presents How 2 People Can 
Change the World on Tues, May 21 from 7:30 am - 9 am at Eden 
Theological Seminary Schroer Commons in Webster Groves, MO. 
The May breakfast features Kathy Osborn whose talk will include: 
● how positive civic engagement starts; 
● what regional leadership means; 
● how collaboration supports success, and; 

● what's next for the St. Louis region. 
This free event includes a light breakfast at no cost. Registration is required. 

Kathleen (Kathy) T. Osborn is Executive Director of the Regional Business Council, which unites and 
civically engages executives from large and middle-market businesses. Formerly, Osborn was Vice 
Chancellor of University Relations at the University of Missouri - St. Louis. Osborn spearheaded the 
establishment of the Regional Business Council in 1999 while serving as a senior vice president at 
the St. Louis Regional Chamber and Growth Association. 
A frequent speaker, Osborn has received a host of distinguished awards, including: recipient of the 
Links Excellence in Service Award for Outstanding Women Leaders in 2009; recipient of the Hellenic 
Spirit Athena Award in 2009; recipient of the St. Louis Business Journal's Most Influential Business 
Women in 2004 and 2007; and recipient of the UM-St. Louis Distinguished Alumni Award in 2000. 

Additionally, Osborn serves on a variety of business and civic boards. 

What's Happening at Illinois South Conference... 

Is your church interested in joining the growing Messy Church movement? If so, take advantage 
of a regional training opportunity this spring. Join us for the Getting Started in Messy Church Training 
that will take place at St. Paul UCC- Waterloo on Saturday, May 18th from 9 am until 3:30. Rev. 
Roberta Egli, the Executive Director of Messy Church USA will be leading the training which will give 
all present an introduction into Messy Church core values and practices. The cost for the training is 

$150 per team (1 to 5 people, $25 per additional person) which includes training supplies, one copy of Get Messy 
magazine, one Messy Church book, lunch, and morning hospitality. Pre-Registration is required and can be completed 
by clicking here.  Check out this flyer. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=wghjkz5ab.0.0.df4cwbeab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fmhn-ucc.blogspot.com%2F
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=wghjkz5ab.0.0.df4cwbeab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fmhn-ucc.us18.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dddaa3c0a75a70e6f369e021d6%26id%3D96435aa8ea%26e%3D134e238e82
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=wghjkz5ab.0.0.df4cwbeab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fuccma.wildapricot.org%2FEmailTracker%2FLinkTracker.ashx%3FlinkAndRecipientCode%3DyPTI8WA7ItB5u%252fWRbKCOSIgmXgo1FtPjaxiagBdKJ6RNGVqnpl9aVKwTIo85mPAfAQtBS%252bnFeAEBTupH%252bgT1IEH4ndYIEq3Iz9RBQ7Kbu0E%253d
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=wghjkz5ab.0.0.df4cwbeab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Ffiles.constantcontact.com%2F3ac71630101%2F9ab673c6-2fcb-4c98-8eca-b6e03cc8d5f9.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=wghjkz5ab.0.0.df4cwbeab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Ffiles.constantcontact.com%2F3ac71630101%2Fb84d5170-648a-4671-a110-311d23d4bd7b.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=wghjkz5ab.0.0.df4cwbeab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fmessychurchusa.org%2Fgetting-started-in-messy-church-waterloo-il%2F
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=wghjkz5ab.0.0.df4cwbeab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Ffiles.constantcontact.com%2F3ac71630101%2F7f0538db-f8dc-4ac9-90eb-66760f939a6c.pdf


Region 2 

Hecker Friedens UCC will hold its 
Spring BBQ on Sat, May 11 from 11 
am - 2 pm at the Red Bud IGA 
parking lot. Menu includes pork 
steaks, bratwurst, potato salad, cole 
slaw, and baked beans. Carry outs 
only. 

 

Region 2 Churches Present Hike 
and Bike to support Hoyleton Youth 
& Family Services on Sat, May 11 
from 9 am - Noon at Maeystown St. 
John UCC. The earnings will provide 
an opportunity for the Hoyleton 
children to have a summer that looks 
like most children's summer: a trip to 
the Zoo, Six Flags and summer camp 
at our own DuBois Center. 
Here's how you can help: 
● T-shirt sponsor for $100 or $200.  
● Quarter-mile-road sing sponsor 
sing for $50. 
● Register and walk or bike that day. 
● Financial donation. Make check to 
Hoyleton Youth and Family Services 
with Hike and Bike in the memo. 
● Hand out the flyer or bulletin insert 
at your church. Contact Rev. Patrick 
Poole at 618-458-6940 or email. 

Region 3 

The Evening Circle from 
Collinsville St. John UCC hosts 
their annual Luncheon and Fashion 
show on Thurs, June 20 at 11:30 am 
in St. John UCC Faith Hall. 
Homemade salads made by their 
ladies plus a style show of summer 
clothes from Dillards using St. John 
UCC models. Luncheon includes door 
prizes and a raffle for an afghan. 
Purchase $12 per person tickets 
through Judy Brickey 618-345-4889 or 
Amy 618-344-2526. Tickets not sold 
at the door. Questions, contact Nancy 
Fitzgerald 618-920-6302. 

 

Region 9 

Christ UCC in Belleville will host a 
Mother's Day service May 12 at 
10:00 am with Gospel Hall of famer 
Ann Downing featured in the 
service. Free will love offering will be 
accepted. 

 

Christ UCC in Belleville will hold a 
Christian Comedy Night and Dinner 
May 17 featuring Tim Lovelace. 
Dinner is served at 6:30 pm and fun 
and comedy starting at 7:00 pm. A free 
will love offering will be accepted. 

 

The United Congregations of 
Metro-East presents a Mother's Day 
Interfaith Social Justice Prayer 
Breakfast & Fashion Show on Sat, 
May 11 at 9 am at Good Shepherd 
of Faith UCC in East St. Louis. 
Breakfast includes pancakes, eggs, 
bacon, sausage, grits, fruit, pastries, 
orange juice, milk and coffee. 
Donations: Adults $10; Children 3-12 
years $5; Children 2 and under Free. 
For more information, call 618-646-
9712 or click here. 

VBS Schedule 

June 
June 3 - 7; 9 am - 11:30 am; Highland 
Evangelical UCC; To Mars and 
Beyond: Explore Where God's Power 
Can Take You. 
June 3, 10, 17, 24 (Mondays in 
June); 9:00 - 11:30 am, 3 years - 6th 
grade; Trenton St. John UCC; Cave 
Quest. 
June 10 - 14; 9 am - 12 pm; 3 years - 
5th grade; Columbia St. Paul UCC;    
To Mars and Beyond: Explore Where 
God's Power Can Take You. 
June 10 - 14; 6 pm - 8:30 pm; 
Belleville St. Paul UCC; Group's 
ROAR!.  

 

VBS Schedule cont'd 

June cont'd 
June 10 - 14; 6 pm - 8:30 pm with 
dinner at 5 pm - 5:45 pm; Troy 
Friedens UCC; Group's ROAR!. 
June 24 - 26; 6 pm - 8:30 pm; 3 years 
- 5th grade; Alhambra Salem UCC; To 
Mars and Beyond: Explore Where 
God's Power Can Take You.  
June 24 - 28; 6 pm - 8:30 pm; 
Belleville Concordia UCC; Group's 
ROAR!. 
June 24 - 28; 8:45 am - 12:00 pm; 
Mascoutah St. John UCC; Group's 
ROAR!. 

July 
July 7 - 11; 6 pm - 8 pm; Granite City 
St. John UCC; To Mars and Beyond: 
Explore Where God's Power Can 
Take You. 
July 8 - 11; 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm; New 
Athens St. John UCC; To Mars and 
Beyond: Explore Where God's Power 
Can Take You. 
July 8 - 12; 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm, dinner 
provided; Community VBS including 
Centralia St. Peter UCC, Central City 
Zion UCC, First Presbyterian, First 
Christian Disciples of Christ, and First 
Methodist; To be held at 
First Presbyterian Church at Hickory 
St. and Broadway St. in Centralia; To 
Mars and Beyond: Explore Where 
God's Power Can Take You. 
July 8 - 12; 6 pm - 8 pm; Hookdale St. 
Peter's UCC; In the Wild. 
July 14 - 16; Lunch on 7/14 followed 
by 12 pm - 2 pm VBS; 7/15 & 7/16 - 
6:15 pm - 8:15 pm; New Hanover 
(Columbia) Zoar UCC; Life is Wild - 
God is Good!. 
July 14 - 18; 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm; Plum 
Hill St. John's UCC; Celebrating Rural 
Life in the Life of Jesus. 
July 15 - 19; 6 pm - 8:30 pm; O'Fallon 
UCC; Group's ROAR!.  
July 22 - 26; 9 am - 11:30 am; New 
Baden Zion UCC; The Incredible 
Race. 
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