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Annual Meeting Book of Reports

Conference Minister’s Report 

“Christian Leaders: You were trained for a world 

that is disappearing.”  

― Tod Bolsinger, Canoeing the Mountains: 

Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory 

I can still vividly remember a conversation I had 

with my father-in-law as my husband was 

entering seminary. My father-in-law came from a 

long lineage of parish pastors. He too had been a 

parish pastor while my husband and his sisters 

were about junior high age. He had left pastoral 

ministry to pursue a calling in academia. He often 

admitted that one of the reasons he considered and 

pursued a calling outside of the local church was 

that he felt a seismic shift in expectations of 

pastors whereby the singular focus of churches 

was to recapture what would never be again—the 

1950s.  

When my husband was discerning his own call, I 

had already graduated from seminary and had 

been in ordained ministry for ten years. It was the 

Christmas of Todd’s first year in seminary when 

Bill, my father-in-law, engaged me in a 

conversation about how local churches, the 

universal Church, seminary training, and the 

world itself had changed so drastically since he 

had graduated from seminary and even when I 

graduated from seminary.  

I asked him if he ever missed being a local church 

pastor. He said, “Oh yes, very much.” When I 

further asked if he would ever consider serving a 

church again, I was shocked by his response. “Oh 

goodness no! I am not equipped to serve the 

church and the new realities that are emerging. I 

fear the same will be true for you as you continue 

pastoring and for Todd as he enters into ministry. 

I really hope he knows what he is getting into.” 

My initial thought and reaction was to make a 

mental note to self, “encourage Todd NOT to ask 

his father to speak at his ordination.”  

Spoiler alert, Todd’s dad did speak at his 

ordination. He presented Todd with a Bible that 

was used and signed by four generations of 

pastors from the Bean side of the family. He had 

the Bible rebound and had created a line for 

Todd’s signature and another line for a signature 

of pastors yet to come in the family. (My girls 

quickly and have consistently announced that 

pastoral ministry will skip a generation starting 

with them, and we should not expect another 

signature in that Bible anytime soon.) It was the 

most proud Dad moment I had ever witnessed 

from my father-in-law. From that point on, he 

never said a discouraging word about pastoral 

ministry. However, the truth of that conversation 

has never left me. 

I was reminded of it again when I read these 

words in Tod Bolsinger’s book Canoeing the 

Mountains: Christian Leadership in Uncharted 

Territories, “Christian Leaders: You were trained 

for a world that is disappearing.” This truth-telling 

sentence stopped me cold. I also have to confess 

that, if it weren’t for the fact that Dr. Bolsinger 

boldly proclaimed this fact AFTER he had 

outlined and described the hope and possibilities 

that lay ahead for the Church and for Christian 

leaders, I might have put down the book at that 

moment and stopped reading.  

As I continued reading Canoeing the Mountains, I 

was able to enter into an important conversation I 

believe I was not ready to have years ago with my 

father-in-law. At that time, I wanted to be assured 

that my seminary degree and the one my husband 

was seeking (and we were making so many 

sacrifices in order for him to receive) would 

somehow make things easier. I wanted to believe 

there was some sort of special power bestowed 

upon me at ordination that would give me the 

ability to meet all of the expectations people had 

of the pastor and to find a way to transport the 

churches and the communities I served into 

another era of posterity and growth. I wanted to 

model my ministry after those I had known and 

respected and on whose shoulders I stood. 

Yet, after over twenty years in ministry (not 

including the years I served churches in college), I 

have come to two life changing conclusions: 1) 

The terrain I knew growing up in the church is not 

the terrain I and my colleagues now face. 2) The 

training that we as pastors, teachers and leaders 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/46268272
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/46268272
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have had so far is not sufficient in order to be the 

leaders, mentors and travel guides our churches 

need for now and the future. THIS is why I 

connected so fiercely with the work of Rev. Dr. 

Bolsinger and I am confident you will too. 

His work is not a rehearsal of the tired and worn 

storyline of the decline of the Church that has 

frankly left us fearful, confused and sometimes 

numb. His work is not a rapid fire of church and 

cultural statistics that bog the mind and dispirit the 

soul. His work is not a set of theoretical 

propositions given by someone who has actually 

never sat in the seat in which many of us sit. 

Instead, his work is offered up as a conversation 

starter for those with boots on the ground trying to 

navigate the trails with other believers.  

My hope in having Dr. Bolsinger for our guest 

speaker at this year’s Annual Meeting is that it 

will help us start a conversation in the 

Conference, in our local churches and among our 

leaders that I think we all have, to some extent, 

been trying to avoid. From these conservations, I 

could imagine us being willing to walk alongside 

one another to speak and listen to our truths, our 

struggles and our fears.  

By being open, honest, and vulnerable with each 

other, I believe that we might not only begin to 

learn from one another, but we might also be 

willing to work with one another. I believe we 

have all been afraid while “carrying canoes” and 

staring at the same “mountains.” We do not know 

what to do next. Yet, I believe that TOGETHER 

we can be bold, brave leaders that can learn when 

to follow the map and when to leave the familiar 

paths in order to do what we have continued to be 

called to do—to continue the work, mission and 

ministry of Jesus Christ in the world. 

Blessings, 

Rev. Shana Johnson, Conference Minister 

Moderator’s Report 

Since our last Annual Meeting, your Conference 

Council and Executive Committee have been 

living into changes made to our structure. It is my 

opinion that the new structure has and will 

continue to give us more flexibility in fulfilling 

the needs of the Conference in a timely manner. 

The Council and the Executive Committee meet 

in alternating months throughout the year. The 

Executive Committee is responsible to the 

Council for its work and the Council is 

responsible to the Conference. Both work on 

behalf of the Conference throughout the year. 

Our meetings for both groups have had broad 

agendas and tend to be expansive conversations 

about the health and vitality of our churches, our 

pastors and our relationship with the wider United 

Church of Christ. We are at a time of great change 

and uncertainty for churches and institutions of all 

denominations and these meetings and 

conversations are helpful as we navigate as a 

conference through uncharted waters. 

These times spent together could easily be filled 

with hand-wringing anxiety, but we are led 

spiritually and administratively by our very able 

Conference Minister, The Reverend Shana 

Johnson. Shana does not shirk from being honest 

with us about the challenges facing us, but she is 

always quick to point out the many blessings to be 

found throughout the Conference. My goal as 

moderator has been to support her visions for the 

Illinois South Conference. Shana is collaborative 

in her style and passionate about our local 

churches and their pastors. To that end, Shanna 

has begun conversations with us about programs 

such as Communities of Practice. We are aware of 

and prayerfully discuss the spiritual, emotional 

and economic welfare of all of our clergy. The 

health of our Conference is intrinsic to the total 

health and well-being of our clergy. 

One potentially powerful result of our work as a 

Council has resulted in the Green DuBois 

initiative. This new vision for our ministry at 

DuBois is due to the work of our Vice Moderator, 

Dr. Jill Baker. Through Green DuBois, we hope to 

more fully utilize, share and appreciate this sacred 

outdoor space. 

While your Conference leadership does spend 

time fretting about OCWM and other issues tied 

to numbers, we are also more keenly aware of the 

mandate of our discipleship to Jesus Christ which 

beckons us to love God and to love each other. We 

are not the church if we cannot embody this love. 

It is a privilege to be Moderator. It is a privilege to 

work with such an able Conference Council, 

Conference Minister and Conference staff. 

Grace and peace, 

Rev. Kevin L. Strope, Moderator 

Director of Outdoor Ministries’ Report 

“Our whole family loves what DuBois models 

about Christ. Service, love, respect and 

structure… and fun!” 

“Our daughter learned, ‘You’re never alone; God 

is always with you! You should be kind to others 

so they don’t feel left out.’” 

“Camp” people are often asked WHY? Summer 

camp chaplains are asked WHY they volunteer for 
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a week of heat, humidity and bugs. Horse 

volunteers are asked WHY they drive two plus 

hours a day to groom horses, scoop poop and 

wrangle nervous children. International summer 

staff are asked WHY they travel halfway around 

the world to sweat, sleep in rustic cabins, and eat 

strange food. Young adult hosts are asked WHY 

they give up their weekends to get up early, fix 

toilets and respond to late night requests for extra 

bedding.  

Why? Because they know the power of camp as a 

safe place, a place of respect and inclusion. They 

know the power of community when youth and 

adults “retreat” together. They know the potential 

for building self-esteem – on horseback, at the 

teams course, or during a work project. They 

know the power of God’s presence – in the 

challenges and in joy-filled play. They know the 

power of kids being kids, and of teens and adults 

taking time to BREATHE, reflect and nurture 

their faith – away from the pressures of everyday 

life. 

Some Highlights from the Year: 

 We added a second Just You & Me Camp and 

there was still a waiting list. This camp provides 

a great way for parents or grandparents to spend 

quality time with a younger child in their life. 

 Family-oriented retreats sponsored by DuBois 

Center continue to be wonderful opportunities 

to grow together and experience God’s love in 

new ways: Father-Son in April, Rainbow Camp 

in August and Mother-Daughter in October. 

 This year, 11 gifted chaplains added depth and 

focus to our summer camp program. Clergy and 

lay people, veterans and rookies dedicated a 

portion of their summer to the faith 

development of our campers. Nicole Avise-

Rouse - Columbia St. Paul UCC, Craig and Rev. 

Katie Jo Bielke - Collinsville St. John EvUCC, 

Joan Daab - Columbia St. Paul UCC, Rev. 

Christy Eckert – Trenton St. John UCC, Audrey 

Hicks - Waterloo St. Paul UCC, Rev. John Holst 

- Marion Zion UCC, David Jackson - Columbia 

St. Paul UCC, Rev. R.J. Morgan - New Hanover 

Zoar UCC, Rev. Todd Mushaney - Dupo Christ 

UCC, Alaina Scherle - Waterloo St. Paul UCC. 

 The Sunday Welcome Team was FULL each 

week. These volunteers greeted and assisted 

campers and their families with check-in each 

Sunday. Between 12 and 15 volunteers are 

needed for four hours each week.  

 Work that began in 2017 with the new Oak 

Lodge Dock continued with the removal and 

replacement of the Boat Dock in spring, and the 

summer completion of the Swimming Dock. 

The transformation is amazing, and was made 

possible through generous gifts of time, talent 

and generous special gifts. Though many more 

assisted, the property committee took the lead 

on the Oak Lodge Dock, a work team from 

Christ UCC in Dupo labored on the Boat Dock, 

and summer staff and high school campers (and 

their chaplain) volunteered to finish up the 

Swimming Dock. 

 Work teams from Belleville St. Paul UCC, 

Dupo Christ UCC, and O’Fallon UCC spent 3-5 

days at camp focusing on priority work projects. 

The Beach House, used for changing before and 

after swimming, now has permanent dividers 

and doors. The south wall of the office, which 

was aging badly, was replaced. New lights and 

fans were installed in all the rustic cabins. The 

youth from O’Fallon painted the new dividers 

and doors, weeded, raked, deep cleaned 

buildings and at the barn. The list goes on and 

on. Overnight work experiences build 

community, teamwork and a sense of service 

that often translates into a deeper engagement 

back home. 

 Green DuBois kicked off in August. This 

initiative will focus energy and resources on 

caring for and sharing DuBois Center’s 

incredible biodiversity. The hope is that this 

“greening” of DuBois will help individuals 

develop a greater knowledge of, and respect and 

responsibility for God’s creation, while raising 

dollars by reaching out to new guest groups 

with a specific interest in the environment, 

expanding our reach into the community. 

Each year, a couple groups and individuals stand 

out for their exceptional service to DuBois Center. 

A number of them are included in the highlights 

above. One not included in the above list is 

Norma Borgmann, the retiring chair of the 

Outdoor Ministry Team. I cannot begin to express 

my gratitude for Norma and all her hard work. 

She began serving at DuBois Center as a work 

camper in her teens. She excelled at cooking – no 

surprise to anyone who knows her. She has been 

an active part of DuBois Center ever since, even 

filling in as interim or acting director on a number 

of occasions. She was a founding member of and 

chaired the Auxiliary-Booster organization for 

years. She also served on the OMT and its 

predecessor, the Managing Committee. She has 

probably baked a literal ton of food for DuBois 

Center fundraisers, special events, and group 

meals. 

Most recently, Norma has served as the OMT 

chair for the past 5 years, and she’s been an active 



4 

Sunday Welcome Team member with near perfect 

attendance. She worked tirelessly on the 50
th
 

Anniversary committee, both DuBois on 

Broadway committees and on Conference 

Council. She has chaired Fall Festival, while 

taking the lead on one (and sometimes two) of the 

event areas. She is a wonderful hostess and a great 

cook. You never go hungry at an OMT meeting or 

event she is supporting. She is also incredibly 

generous; this year she made sure all the Welcome 

Team members had camp T-shirts, and the 

summer staff had a nice final meal together. 

Thank you, Norma, for all your hard work and 

dedication to the ministry of DuBois Center. 

Yours is truly a ministry of hospitality! 

Following Norma’s example, how does DuBois 

Center continue its own ministry of hospitality 

while becoming more financially viable? There 

are some key areas that need to be addressed in 

order to move forward confidently. 

1. Volunteers & Church Engagement 

Church camps that continue to flourish do so in 

part because of growing numbers of active 

participants and dedicated volunteers. You have 

already read about some ways in which 

individuals and churches are currently involved, 

but imagine… 

…if every church or region sponsored an event 

at DuBois Center – a church council retreat, 

youth gathering, worship service, women’s or 

men’s retreat, family camp, crafting getaway – 

the possibilities are endless. Studies show that 

church camp and retreat events can strengthen a 

congregation. 

…if we had 6-8 full-time volunteers each week 

of the summer. We could do SO MUCH MORE 

with our summer camp program – more 

personal attention for our campers, more 

creative programming, more time to focus on 

dynamic faith experiences. We could also serve 

more young people. This summer we actually 

turned away campers for some sessions. Lack of 

physical space and a shortage of paid and 

volunteer counselors were the culprits. 

Churches can be “talent scouts” and encourage 

caring leaders to share their time and talents at 

camp. 

…if each church or each region were involved 

in Fall Festival in a significant way. “Many 

hands make light work” – this old adage is 

demonstrated again and again at the DuBois 

Center’s annual Fall Festival. This event can 

either be a blessing to many or a burden to the 

few who struggle to keep it going “just one 

more year”. Together, we can welcome the 

community, spread the word about our 

ministries and raise much needed funds, all 

while having a lot of fun and building 

comradery within and between the participating 

congregations.  

…if each cottage and cabin, each area of camp 

were sponsored or supported by an ISC 

congregation or region. The last 12-14 months 

have been remarkable in terms of chipping away 

at the deferred maintenance list, but DuBois 

Center is always going to need more TLC than 

paid staff can provide. Our ISC Christian 

Educators and their churches have and continue 

to make a significant difference in Hickory 

Lodge. Year after year, teams from Grantfork 

UCC replace old, broken or barbed wire fences 

around camp. These are two wonderful 

examples of partnership. 

…if each church sponsored one week of 

summer camp for a child from beyond the 

typical reach of their congregation. Each year 

approximately 70 children from low-income 

families receive financial assistance to attend 

camp directly from DuBois Center. Many of 

these campers have no connection to the ISC 

other than the provision of a safe, nurturing 

week away. This is our shared outreach to the 

community.  

2. Economy of Scale 

Financially, this is one of DuBois Center’s 

greatest challenges. There are peak times when 

every building is reserved and other times when 

no one is in camp. There are times when campers 

and guest groups are turned away, and others 

when the phone is ominously quiet. Two primary 

issues come into play – capacity and promotion. 

We need to find new ways to share DuBois Center 

within our churches and our wider community. To 

this day, WORD OF MOUTH continues to be the 

most effective marketing tool. Your help is 

needed to get DuBois Center off the “Best Kept 

Secrets” list.  

In addition, our capacity needs to be studied. Our 

winterized bed count should be, needs to be, 

closer to 120-150, as opposed to 95. During our 

Nature’s Classroom seasons and even during the 

summer, we often run into capacity and flexibility 

issues in the main camp cottages. At least once or 

twice a year, groups that have shown serious 

interest in DuBois Center as a long-term home for 

their camp or retreat are forced to look elsewhere 

due to our limited capacity. In the long run, it will 

be very difficult for DuBois Center to become 

more financially viable without increased 

capacity.  
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“Economy of scale” is a very real concept in the 

“business” of camping, and to maintain the 

ministry, we must attend to the business. 

Growing Together… in Faith, Respect for 

Ourselves and Other, and in our Care for 

Creation 

Blessings,  

Shirley Asmussen, Director of Outdoor Ministries 

Conference Gatherings Team 

The Gathering Team is responsible for planning 

meetings of the Illinois South Conference which 

include: 

 Day of Discipleship     ●Annual Meeting 

 Pre-annual meetings    ● Special ISC Meetings 

 Annual meeting warm-up event 

The Conference Gathering Team meets monthly 

with the guidance of the Conference Minister, 

Rev. Shana Johnson and ISC staff member, 

Lynnette Schuepbach. Anyone who has an interest 

in designing and implementing events is welcome 

to volunteer to serve on the Conference 

Gatherings Team by contacting the Conference 

Office. 

The Annual Meeting 2017 was held October 20 –

21 at the Gateway Convention Center in 

Collinsville, IL. The Annual Meeting is the largest 

gathering of the Conference with the task of 

convening all the churches in the Conference. 

Two important actions that were accomplished by 

the delegates were to further the move to 

restructuring of the Conference to be more 

efficient and the calling of Rev. Shana Johnson as 

the settled Conference Minister. 

The Day of Discipleship was held March 3 at 

Evangelical UCC, Highland with the theme: 

“Mission Making Members.” More than 180 

people attended to learn a variety of ways that 

mission can be accomplished through the 

churches. 

The 54
th
 Annual Meeting will be held at the 

Knights of Columbus/Collins Club in Collinsville, 

Illinois on October 27, 2018 

Respectfully submitted, 

* Karen Holtgrewe, Chair Walt Hart   

Rev. Earl Crecelius Mimi Llamas 

Joyce Gusewelle Dianne Winney 

Carol Harms          David Henerfauth - Advisory 

Finance Ministry Team 

Although the work of this team may not seem 

very exciting to many of the delegates to the 

Illinois South Conference Annual Meeting, we 

take our responsibilities seriously while having a 

few laughs along the way. 

At each of our meetings we review the written 

financial reports of the ISC while also receiving 

an oral report from our Financial Administrator, 

Shirley Bergmann. This past year we have also 

met with our investment advisor, Duncker Streett 

and Co., and we have received the audit report 

from Kerber, Eck & Braeckel, LLP from whom 

we have received a “clean” audit. An important 

function of our Team this past year has been to 

provide feedback to our Financial Administrator 

as she completes the transition from our previous 

financial software to our current one: Quick 

Books for Not for Profits. Shirley Bergmann is to 

be commended for her diligence in crafting the 

new software and its nuances to meet the financial 

tracking needs of the ISC. 

The FMT periodically reviews our Charter and 

matrix of our responsibilities. Although we 

finished the major portion of the work on 

developing more comprehensive descriptions of 

the Funds of the Illinois South Conference (thank 

you Shirley Bergmann), the work of reviewing 

those descriptions is an ongoing task. 

Our Team has continued to be an important 

dialogue partner for staff as they periodically 

bring to us financial procedures that need 

attention. Not only do we provide guidance as to 

best practices concerning these procedures, these 

conversations continue to help both the FMT and 

the ISC staff to achieve better understandings of 

our respective roles and responsibilities.  

I hope this report gives you some perspective as to 

the important fiduciary responsibilities we accept 

and attempt to live out as your Finance Ministry 

Team. All policies of the FMT are on file at the 

ISC offices in Highland. 

Respectfully submitted, 

*Rev. Bob Goddard, Chair   

Dwight Asselmeier Advisory Members 

Gary Holtgrewe Scott Kuether 

Carl Kasten Myron Thompson 

John Pawloski Brent Wood 

Rev. Dr. Richard Ellerbrake 

Justice & Mission Team 

No. Report. 

Respectfully submitted, 

*Donald J. Eckert, Chair 

Kay Ahaus Pastor Norma Patterson 

Barb Eberhart Amber Rhodes 

Rev. Richard Ellerbrake Rev. Doug Seagle 

Margie Lindhorst Pastor Nancy Shubert 
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Local Church Ministries Team 

The newly formed Local Church Ministries 

Committee met on August 29, 2018 for our first 

organizational meeting. While the Committee is 

still discerning God’s vision and purpose for our 

work together, we look forward to finding ways to 

support and encourage the churches and pastors of 

ISC. It is our hope to find creative and helpful 

ways to address concerns, while being proactive 

and providing tools to promote healthy 

congregations, leaders who feel equipped, and 

pastors who feel supported and valued.  

The Committee is currently forming a task force 

to plan a pastor’s retreat focusing upon sharing 

ministry and including time for spiritual renewal.  

*Rev. Lori Schafer, Chair  

Stan Clark Mary Lou Kitowski 

Karen Gaines Pastor Brett Palmer 

Rev. Lisa Hart Rev. Dr. James Watson 

Pastor Cory Hartz Angie Zapp 

Outdoor Ministries Team 

DuBois Center, the camp and retreat center of the 

Illinois South Conference of the United Church of 

Christ, continues, after 53 years, to provide unique 

opportunities for all ages no matter the season! 

On Sunday, October 1, 2017, the 41
st
 Fall Festival 

was a huge success. We were truly blessed with 

ideal fall weather, a crowd of about 2,000 people 

who ate, bought, socialized, and enjoyed the 

natural autumn beauty of DuBois Center. Special 

THANKS to ALL the volunteers, donors 

(quilts, snacks, items for Silent Auction & 

Upscale Resale Shoppe, etc.), and buyers at 2017 

Fall Festival. We have been busy planning the 

42
nd

 Fall Festival on Sunday, October 7, 2018, 

and hope to see many of you at DuBois Center 

that day. 

Since the 2017 Annual Meeting, the Outdoor 

Ministries Team (OMT) met officially on the 

following dates: Nov. 14; Feb. 20; April 29-

Retreat; May 15; & August 28. Our last meeting 

will be held on October 22
nd

 to bag the GORP 

that the AM attendees will be snacking on later 

that week, evaluate the 2018 Fall Festival, and 

plan for future events and activities of DuBois 

Center.  

On behalf of the OMT and staff, special thanks 

are extended to:  

 Everyone who faithfully donates financially 

and/or with in-kind time or items 

throughout the past year. 

 ALL volunteers who work in various 

capacities, including summer welcome 

teams, chaplains, nurses, and staff; the year-

round equestrian crew; work day 

participants; Fall Festival participants; sub-

committees; etc. 

 The Illinois South Conference’s Property 

Committee whose members have spent 

many hours of physical labor to improve 

our site, including installation of the docks 

(by Oak & at the beach).  

 The St. Paul UCC-Belleville and Christ 

UCC-Dupo Churches’ members + other 

DuBois Center friends who worked during 

“Mission Week” in May—doing MANY 

tasks in preparation for camping season. 

 OMT members who served faithfully on 

Standing Comm., including Marketing & 

Equestrian. 

 St. Paul UCC Church-Lebanon and St. John 

UCC Church-Fairview Heights as hosting 

sites for our OMT meetings to make it more 

convenient for night driving. 

 Jill Baker who initiated the concept of 

“Green DuBois” and the interested persons 

who desire to preserve & expand nature 

options on our own property for a better 

appreciation/usage of it. 

 Employed staff (year-round, seasonal, 

temp., etc.) who maintain a safe & well-

organized site.  

We are appreciative to the families of Leora 

Gehm and Winona Huckshold who chose DuBois 

Center as one of their designated memorials upon 

their deaths. Both were also lifetime members of 

the DuBois Auxiliary.  

We are grateful to Rev. Dr. Don Wagner who 

selected DuBois Center as the designation for any 

monetary gifts given in recognition of his 30
th
 

ordination anniversary this past June. Don “work-

camped” at DuBois Center in the mid 1970’s and 

has been a strong supporter since then. In 

addition, St. Paul UCC-Lebanon is observing a 

significant church anniversary and collecting 

“noisy offering” for DuBois Center during the 

year.  

As I conclude my five-year chairperson’s tenure 

(2 terms + 1 appointed year), it gives me an 

opportunity to publicly reflect on the entire 53 

years of DuBois Center and recall those early 

years as a staff member with really rustic 

conditions. Indeed, there has been an increase of 

acreage; buildings (now 33+); and programming 

opportunities in such a beautiful, natural 

environment. However, more importantly is the 

significant number of all ages who have been 

positively influenced by attending 1 hour, day, 

week, and/or season at a DuBois Center event. 
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Think of the many pastors, Sunday School 

teachers, church leaders, and role models that 

continue to make a difference to campers locally 

and area-wide. I truly hope for many years, ISC’s 

camp and retreat center continues to provide 

ministry in the outdoors and encourage gratitude 

of creation. I’m grateful also to these 2017-2018 

dedicated OMT members listed below.  

Respectfully submitted, 

*Norma Borgmann, Chair  

Mark Beckmeyer Rick Porter 

Susan Fuchs Alaina Scherle 

Roger Harris Nancy Wagner 

Don Kaiser  

Shirley Asmussen, Director of Outdoor Ministries 

Committee on Ministry Team  

After the 2017 Annual Meeting of the Illinois 

South Conference the former Authorization, 

Church, and Preparation Committees of the 

Church and Ministry Team became the 

Committee on Ministry (COM) in keeping with 

terminology used throughout the United Church 

of Christ. 

Through attrition, the Committee has been 

reduced to 12 persons. Our Conference Minister, 

The Rev. Shana Johnson, guided the transition 

and works closely with the Committee on 

Ministry. 

The Committee on Ministry acts on behalf of the 

congregations and members of the Conference. 

Actions of the ISC COM are also on behalf of the 

entire United Church of Christ. While the Manual 

on Ministry of the UCC continues to evolve, our 

COM follows these common guidelines for 

preparation and oversight of “Authorized 

Ministry.” Authorized Ministry includes ordained, 

licensed, and commissioned leaders acting in 

public ministry on behalf of the United Church of 

Christ. We aim to strengthen and uphold the 

covenantal relationships between the local church, 

authorized ministers, Conferences (and their 

Associations), and the national United Church of 

Christ. 

Preparation 

To assist and equip those “Members in 

Discernment” in their Preparation for faithful 

leadership as Authorized Ministers, the COM has 

established procedures that include: 

 the support and guidance of the candidate’s 

home congregation; 

 coordination of educational experiences 

(whether the traditional Master of Divinity 

seminary program or alternative paths of 

preparation, such as the LIFE program); 

 the fuller use of the “Marks of Faithful and 

Effective Authorized Ministers” provided by the 

national United Church of Christ; 

 mentoring and assessing readiness for 

Authorized Ministry.  

Ordinarily, this process takes at least 2 but not 

more than 7 years. 

Ordination requires theological and pastoral 

education; an Ordination paper; Clinical Pastoral 

Education; ratification through an Ecclesiastical 

Council by delegates from Illinois South 

Conference; and a call to a congregation or 

comparable calling body. Ordination provides an 

opportunity to be called to any UCC congregation 

and often (through varied processes) to partner 

churches (Disciples of Christ, Reformed Church 

in America, Presbyterian Church in the USA, and 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America). 

Licensed Ministry is a call to serve as Pastor in a 

specific ministry and licenses are renewed 

annually at the request of the calling congregation. 

Licensed ministers in the Illinois South 

Conference are Tom Ellison (St. Mark’s, DuBois), 

Matt Friz (St. Paul, Floraville), Cory Hartz 

(Trinity, Belleville), Julie Kies (Godfrey 

Congregational), David Krueger (Zion, 

Metropolis), John Mindrup (Salem, Alhambra), ), 

Brett Palmer (Friedens, Marissa), Norma 

Patterson (Good Shepherd of Faith, East St. 

Louis), John Pawloski (St. Peter, Centralia), Don 

Propeck (St. Paul, Jamestown), Ken Schafer 

(Immanuel, Carlyle), Nancy Shubert (Holy Ghost, 

Darmstadt and Trinity, Biddleborn), Cherie Stolze 

(St Peter’s, Stone Church and St. Paul, 

Okawville), and Andy Wilson (formerly at St. 

Peter, Granite City and now ordained). 

At present, the Committee is working with 

Members in Discernment Tarrah Vaupel, Lorna 

Hagen, Greg Seaman, John Pawloski, Bruce 

Jovaag, Jason Eisele, Brett Palmer, Andrew 

Loyet, and Kevin Hirsch. They are at various 

stages of their discernment and formation. 

A retreat for all Members in Discernment has 

been arranged for January 11-12 at Our Lady of 

the Snows Shrine in Belleville. The COM asks for 

reflection papers for those in the LIFE program 

considering licensure. 

There is ongoing and in-depth discussion about 

the content of theological and pastoral education 

both at Eden and other seminaries as well as 

alternative paths, including the LIFE program. 

Balancing the need for pastoral leadership, 
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especially in small congregations, and maintaining 

standards is a significant challenge for your ISC 

Committee on Ministry. Other areas of the UCC 

and other denominations also struggle with this 

concern. 

Authorization 

In its role of oversight, the Committee on Ministry 

seeks to support excellence in Authorized 

Ministry. The Committee on Ministry seeks to 

strengthen those serving in pastoral or 

commissioned leadership. 

To that end the COM asks for Authorized 

Ministers to: 

 participate in Boundary Training at least every 3 

years as provided by the Conference; 

 complete an annual Review form from which 

the Conference Minister and COM do follow up 

as requested. 

COM also encourages them to do some 

Continuing Education. The COM has discussed 

sponsoring clergy retreats and quarterly 

educational courses. Self-care of pastors is an 

ongoing concern for those serving in Authorized 

Ministry. 

The COM provides updated annual Salary 

Guidelines for congregations and encourages 

churches to provide for their spiritual leaders in 

equitable and honorable ways. 

The COM addresses the Authorization of 

individuals from other denominations seeking 

Privilege of Call and dual standing with a partner 

denomination while serving a Conference 

congregation. Dialog with several individuals is 

underway at this time. 

The COM is reviewing the criteria for the 

Conference pulpit supply list. 

When significant concerns are raised about an 

Authorized Minister, and especially their fitness 

for continued ministry, the COM addresses those 

concerns with specific procedures. These can 

include: 

 a Situational Support Consultation – to assist in 

addressing concerns in the relationship of pastor 

and congregation. At times, such a consultation 

calls for mediation or other outside assistance; 

 a periodic Support Consultation—to assist in a 

“tune up” of nurture and care for the 

clergyperson; 

 a Fitness Review – to determine whether 

concerns are serious enough to warrant a 

program of personal growth, a temporary leave 

from ministry; or a removal from Authorized 

Ministry. This is a complex process. 

The COM has conducted a Situational Support 

Consultation and a Fitness Review since the 2017 

Annual Meeting. The COM appreciates the 

diligent work of the trained Response Team (Paul 

Sterrett and Carol Shanks). 

The COM and Conference Minister have found it 

helpful to meet with Authorized Ministers 

transferring their standing into the Illinois South 

Conference and with Intentional Interim Pastors. 

COM has met with: 

 The Rev. Nancy Peebles (Zion, Central City). 

Installed April 22, 2018. 

 The Rev. Rosemary Captain (St. John, Fairview 

Heights). Installed April 15, 2018. 

 Interims: The Rev. Yvette Eber (Zion, New 

Baden), The Rev. Ivan Schoen (Salem, 

Alhambra), The Rev. Elizabeth Terrell (St. 

John, Valmeyer). 

 The Rev. Michelle Torigian (St. Paul, 

Belleville). Installation November 11, 2018. 

 The Rev. Michael Cassady (St. Peter’s, 

Murphysboro). Installation November 4, 2018. 

The COM participated in the Installation of The 

Rev. Christy Eckert at St. John, Trenton on 

September 9, 2018 and will meet with The Rev. 

Andy Wilson who is now serving St. John’s, 

Smithton. 

When Authorized Ministers leave their present 

call, it has been helpful to have an Exit Interview 

with the Pastor and some representatives of the 

congregation. COM representatives often 

participate in the farewell rites during the final 

services, which have included: 

 The Rev. Nancy Spier-Lee (Zion, Waterloo). 

 The Rev. Gary Kniepkamp (St. Jacob and St. 

John’s, Summerfield). 

 The Rev. Merlyn Lawrence (Associate, St. Paul, 

Waterloo). 

 The Rev. James Watson (St. Paul, Waterloo). 

 The Rev. Christy Eckert (Immanuel, Hamel). 

 The Rev. Michael Southcombe (St. John, Wood 

River). 

 The Rev. Robert Koepke (Interim, St. Paul, 

Belleville). 

 The Rev. Kris Avise-Rouse (Associate St. Paul, 

Columbia). 

The COM values your ongoing prayers as we seek 

to be faithful to God and helpful to the Church in 

our work together. May the message of Christ 

crucified be lifted up among us. 

Respectfully submitted, 

*Rev. Hugh Fitz, Chair  

Rev. Katie Jo Bielke  Rev. John Holst 

Rev. Laurie Crelly  Rev. Bev Kahle 
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Lillian Daiber Rev. Jerald MeCaskey 

Rev. Jan Dashner Pastor Don Propeck 

Rev. Christy Eckert Carol Reckman 

Lois Gibson Mary Kaye Richter 

Ecuador Partnership Committee 

Activity Period: September 2017-August 2018 

TRIPS 2019:   
February 2019: Habitat build in Catamayo 

June/July 2019: Combo Trip--Habitat Build & 

Children’s Ministry/Community Outreach  

Club Kiwanis-Quito 

Chuquiragua Scholarship Program – High School 

-Twenty young women attend various high 

schools in the Quito region with scholarships from 

Illinois South Conference. This year we used the 

change collected at last year’s Annual Meeting, 

$3,932.91, to fund these scholarships. We needed 

a total of $5,000, therefore the committee used 

money in the Ecuador account to finish funding 

this need. The students are involved in workshops 

during the year, presented by our partner CIF-

Family Counseling Center, and help build self-

esteem and confidence among the students.  

Chuquiragua Scholarship Program – University - 

Thankfully a one-time donation came through and 

provided the needed funding for our University 

Student scholarships. The scholarship this year is 

supporting 7 students at a total of $4,100.  

FEDICE Ecumenical Foundation For Integral 

Development, Training-Education: Cotopaxi, 

Latacunga, & Quito Region 

The ministry continues supporting women’s 

groups in villages in several provinces in Ecuador. 

Our primary work with FEDICE this year has 

been through the work of the childcare centers. 

Specifically this year we contributed $3,000 to 

help repair one childcare center that was badly 

damaged by water. Here are two short Youtube 

videos that explain a part of what FEDICE does: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4cktwKsoCs  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Au4TsQbkDPA 

Center for Integrated Family Services (CIF) 

Family Counseling Center, Quito 

ISC provided $3,000 to the Center for therapy in 

violence prevention in the home (and other issues) 

for those families who cannot pay the entire cost 

of this service. The number of families requesting 

this service continues to increase each year. This 

therapy helps families work through the dynamic 

that led to violence in the home through systemic 

therapy, including all family members, and is very 

successful. 

Fundación Hábitat para el Ecuador-Guayaquil 

(20th ANNIVERSARY) Builds in Catamayo & 

Jama in 2018 

February: The trip to Catamayo was attended by 

five people from Illinois South Conference: 4 

from Church of the Good Shepherd and 1 from 

Edwardsville. In addition, there were two 

volunteers from Otavalo, and several local 

volunteers, family members, and the construction 

crew. Upon arrival, the site was prepared; when 

the brigade left, the exterior walls were under 

construction. The construction of the home is now 

complete. 

June: Six members form Alhambra built in Jama, 

Ecuador with Kent Lytle. They built a house for 

the family of Andres, who has 4 children and has 

been living under a tarp tent since they lost their 

home. Jama is along the coast on the Equator and 

was devastated by the Earthquake April 2016. A 

strong connection continued with Pastor Serbio’s 

church. 

July: Lee-Alison Wilson participated on behalf of 

ISC in Jama on the build of their 20th house. We 

laid the foundation for the house in one week! 

Jorge Luis, son of the beneficiary of the house in 

Catamayo from our February team, came and 

volunteered on this build to give back for what 

Habitat did for his family. Pastor Serbio worked 

every day on the build and without his church 

members we would not have finished the 

foundation! 

Advent St. Nicholas (ASN) Quito  

The teams that visit Ecuador routinely worship 

with our home church in Quito – ASN. After the 

service there is a social hour and discussion group 

opportunity for our traveling brigades. ASN and 

El Refugio have been working on funding 

subsidies for the center’s meal program since 

forming our partnership in 2015. Since many of 

the approximately 80 children at El Refugio are 

from poverty-stricken families, ER’s meal 

program is for many children their only reliable 

food source. EPC has donated funds for the 

center, is working with the Hunger Action Team 

to procure funding, has worked with 

representatives from ASN on understanding the 

center and its challenges, and is promoting the 

international internship program to local 

university social work programs. 

Respectfully submitted, 

*Lee-Alison Wilson, Chair  

Jerry Bennett Amanda Harvell 

Jane Bonaldi Kent Lytle 

Arnold Franke  Janet McCready 

Roseanne Franke June Sielbeck 
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Hunger/Food Action Committee 

Sub-Committee of Mission & Ecumenism 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food …” 

Matthew 25:35 

In 2018, the Hunger Action Team continued to 

support the important work of ISC congregations 

as they helped feed hungry people within southern 

Illinois. Monetary grants were provided for week-

end backpack programs, summer lunch programs 

for children, mission gardens, food pantries and 

food pantry expansions.  

Here is but a small sample of the busy food 

programs: 

Christ UCC – Dupo expanded their summer 

lunch program to 6 sites. 

Trinity and Christ UCC – Belleville joined with 

other Belleville churches to expand the TWIGS 

summer lunch program to Belleville this year. 

Pastor Cory Hartz and Hunger Action Team 

Member Sue Tinge were instrumental in this 

mission. 

Bethel – Cahokia and representatives from the 

Cahokia School District celebrated Bethel’s 

weekend meal program for children. Over 24,000 

meals have been distributed to Cahokia children 

since the ministry began in 2013. Judy Betz from 

the Hunger Action Team has coordinated this 

program. 

Zion – Marion began a “Blessing Box” ministry 

to assist community members who do not have 

transportation to central food pantry locations. 

Janet Martin, Zion Mission Chair, wrote: “On 

April 15
th
, Zion dedicated its Blessing Box 

ministry. I was so excited when I checked the box 

the following afternoon to find that already people 

were using this ministry! Since that day, the box 

has been stocked and restocked with food and 

hygiene items. Single-serving foods seem to go 

the quickest … There have even been passers-by 

who have returned with items to place in the 

box!” Blessing Box – Take what you need, Give 

what you can, All are blessed. 

St. Peter’s UCC – Murphysboro was featured 

on WSIL – TV’s “Unsung Heroes” series in July. 

Lurene Connor from the Hunger Action Team 

coordinates the group’s monthly meeting to make 

home-made laundry soap for the Murphysboro 

Food Pantry. They provide laundry soap for about 

200 families each month enabling them to use 

their money for additional food, utilities, and rent. 

That’s a van load of soap! (Laundry products, 

hygiene and toiletry items are not allowable for 

purchase with food stamps – SNAP, which 

averages $1.40 per person per meal.) 

Uni-Pres Kindercottage receives generous 

donations of food from ISC congregations, but the 

food costs exceed those donations and the state’s 

meager food stipend by $1,000 each month. 

The ISC Hunger Action Fund continued a 

monthly grant of $200 to Kindercottage to offset 

food costs.  

Last Autumn, the Hunger Action Team organized 

week-end food assistance programs for the 

children and their families. With the skillful 

guidance of Director, Brenda Crisp, these 

programs have proven to be successful: 

Operation Foodsearch St. Louis – week-end 

milk and cereal; Collinsville Food Pantry - every 

Friday a van load of fresh dairy, vegetables/fruits, 

and 20 – 30 Little Caesar’s Frozen Pizzas; St. 

Louis Foodbank Mobile Truck - monthly 

delivery of 4 pallets of fresh 

vegetables/fruits/dairy/bread. 

Good Shepherd of Faith – E. St. Louis and the 

ISC Hunger Action Team have completed Phase 

3 of a grant application with Gateway Greening 

and Giving Grove and set a date of November 3 

for planting an Urban Orchard and raised-bed 

raspberry/blueberry patch on their church 

grounds. Gateway Greening (St. Louis) and 

Giving Grove (Kansas City) expanded to the 

Metro-East area in the Spring of 2018. The 

extensive experience of these two organizations 

will ensure a successful project. With the 

assistance of Missouri Forest-Releaf, Good 

Shepherd of Faith has planted a prayer garden of 

native plants to ensure a continuing habitat for 

pollinators for the orchard and berry patch.  

Food Pantry Communications and Educational 

Programs 

The Hunger Action Team has continued its goal 

of supporting communications and educational 

programs for Illinois South food pantries and food 

mission leaders by attending the following:  

* Quarterly meetings of the Metro-East Food 

Pantry Network sponsored by U of I Extension 

* Annual Illinois Hunger Summit in Springfield 

*  St. Louis “Growing for Pantries: Fresh Food 

for All” sponsored by Central Reformed 

Congregation, Gateway Greening and 

Operation FoodSearch 

* “Nourishing the Body and Community” 

sponsored by Metro-East Health District 

* E. St. Louis Metro Area Community Garden 

Coalition sponsored by SIU-Edwardsville 

Through the Community Garden Coalition, Good 

Shepherd of Faith – E. St. Louis received a day of 

support from Ameri-Corps volunteers to prepare 
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their 10 raised-bed church garden for spring 

planting and to build a garden arbor.  

The Hunger Action Team with Pastor Norma 

Patterson and member Milton Jones presented a 

church gardening workshop at the ISC Day of 

Discipleship. 

Emergency Food Programs 

In 2018, the Hunger Action Team continued 

support for Hurricane Victims with grants to the 

United Church of Christ USA Emergency 

Fund for Hurricane Harvey and Hurricane 

Maria – Puerto Rico food relief. 

International 

Two grants were provided to El Rufugio los 

Suenos, an after-school program in Quito, 

Ecuador’s Toctuico barrio – the poorest section of 

Quito. The grants are to support the raised-bed 

gardening project and after-school meals. For 

further information contact Janet McCready. 

janetmc1229@gmail.com  

Advocacy 

We advocated for Bread for the World by 

displaying Lenten Table Cards at the Day of 

Discipleship. We advocated for Hunger Action 

Month with a September Article in the “Weekly 

Connection.” 

Zero Hunger Challenge to End Hunger by 

2030 

We have committed to the worldwide Zero 

Hunger Challenge to end Hunger by 2030. The 

goals are: 

1.  All food systems are sustainable: from 

production to consumption. 

2. An end to rural poverty: double small-

scale producer incomes and productivity. 

3. Adapt all food systems to eliminate loss 

or waste of food. 

4. Access adequate food and healthy diets 

for all people, all year round. 

5. End malnutrition in all its forms. 

For 2018 -2019, the Hunger Action Team will 

continue to focus attention on Goal #3: Eliminate 

food waste. Ex: gleaning fields and orchards, 

buying and selling “ugly” fruit and vegetables, 

distribution of unsold food to food pantries, soup 

kitchens, shelters. An estimated 40% of food 

produced in the United States goes uneaten and 

into the trash. American consumers waste 160 

billion pounds of food each year. Food is wasted 

on farms and in homes, stores, schools and 

restaurants. At the same time, 15 percent of 

Illinois households are food insecure; one in five 

Illinois children. Diverting a fraction of the 

wholesome food that currently goes to waste in 

this country could effectively end food insecurity 

for all Americans. Farms and food businesses can 

play a key role by donating unsold food to food 

pantries/organizations that glean fields, etc. rather 

than disposing in dumpsters. This goal also 

partners with the United Church of Christ 3 Great 

Loves: Love of Neighbor, Love of Children, Love 

of Creation. 

Thank you to the Illinois South Congregations 

who made all this possible through your generous 

donations to the ISC Hunger Action Fund. Be 

assured that 100% of your donations go to food 

programs for the hungry. Donations can be made 

payable to ISC Hunger Action Fund and mailed to 

ISC Highland Office. 

If food mission programs are your passion, please 

know that we are always looking for volunteers 

for the Hunger Action Team. Contact Margie 

Lindhorst mlind@htc.net 618-281-4090. 

We thank you for this opportunity to answer 

Jesus’ call to feed the hungry. 

Respectfully submitted, 

*Margie Lindhorst, Chair 

Judy Betz Pat Morris 

Lurene Connor Linda Schaller 

Earl Grotefendt Sue Tinge 

Pastor David Krueger  

ISC Pride Committee 

Sub-Committee of Justice & Witness Team 

The Fourth Annual Rainbow Camp grew to 

become our largest event to date. Campers got a 

special presentation on reptiles and amphibians 

this year, followed by making toad houses during 

craft time. The weather was perfect for everyone 

to enjoy all the great outdoor activities DuBois 

Center has to offer: horseback riding, fishing, 

archery, swim time and much more.  

Rainbow Camp gives lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender and queer individuals a place where 

faith and fellowship can come together and 

everyone is recognized as a whole child of God. 

Straight allies are welcome, too.  

We hope Rainbow Camp will continue to grow as 

more people hear about this special place of 

sanctuary away for the LGBTQ community.  

We celebrate two congregations that voted to 

become Open and Affirming since the last annual 

meeting. Those congregations are St. John UCC 

in Wood River and Zion UCC in Marion. There 

are presently eight ONA congregations in Illinois 

South Conference. 

mailto:janetmc1229@gmail.com
mailto:mlind@htc.net
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Conference ONA consultants and other resources 

are available to help your congregation discuss the 

Open and Affirming process, or other issues 

related to the LGBTQ community.  

ISC Pride was founded in 2010 as an extension of 

the Justice and Witness Team. It provides 

friendship, support and networking in the Illinois 

South Conference for the lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender, queer and questioning community, as 

well as for straight allies who have parents, 

siblings, children or friends in the gay community. 

Anyone is welcome to attend the meetings or get 

involved with events. For more information, 

contact iscpride@iscucc.org.

 Respectfully submitted, 

Jill Baker 

Personnel Committee 

The Personnel Committee of the Illinois South 

Conference serves as support for the Conference 

Minister. The Committee met 6 times. We spent a 

significant amount of our time discussing how 

best to fit the gifts of our staff with the needs of 

the Conference. Much of the staff structure 

reflected in the 2019 budget is from our 

conversations. Thank you to all staff of the ISC 

for their work on our behalf. 

Respectfully submitted,  

* Rev. Jeffrey Schwab, Chair  

Rev. Rosemary Captain Rev. Jack Spratte 

Sue Froding-Adams Lee-Alison Wilson 

Lynn Reiter 

Property Committee 

No Report. 

*Rev. R. J. Morgan, Chair  

Rev. Louis Fluck David Payne 

Aaron Fuchs Robert Schrumpf  

Bruce Jovaag 

Recruitment Committee 

The ISC Recruitment Committee networks with 

the 9 regions and local UCC churches of Illinois 

South Conference in gathering names for a 

nomination list that reflects people who are 

willing to serve as specific ministry team or 

committee members, region conveners, and/or 

General Synod delegates/alternates. Our 

committee met to review known vacancies, 

communicated in person, by email and by 

telephone, and contacted recommended people for 

the various respective positions. 

A “Master Grid” was utilized to computerize the 

appropriate information, and the Recruitment 

Committee members continually reviewed it. Rev. 

Shana Johnson assisted making recommendations 

and contacts as she is familiar with many 

members in the 79 churches that constitute the 

Illinois South Conference.  

If you are interested/willing to serve on a specific 

committee, team, as a region convener, or General 

Synod Delegate, please contact any of the 

Recruitment Committee members or the 

Conference Staff. Regional representation is 

important also in order to have a broad 

perspective of the entire Illinois South Conference 

and its 20,680 members.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Bowman Rev. Paul Thompson 

Pat Morris Larry Wagner 

Verna Steinkamp Larry Kaburick, Advisory 

Region 1 

Churches in Region 1 

1. Carbondale, Church of the Good Shepherd, 

Rev. Kim Magwire, Pastor 

2. DuQuoin, St. John’s UCC, Pastor in 

transition 

3. Marion, Zion UCC, Rev. John Holst, Pastor 

4. Metropolis, Zion UCC, Pastor David 

Krueger, Interim Pastor 

5. Murphysboro, St. Peter’s UCC, Rev. 

Michael Cassady, Pastor 

6. Pinckneyville, St. Paul UCC, Rev. Cindy 

Bean, Pastor  

No Report 

Region 1 Convener, Rev. John Holst 

Region 2 

Churches in Region 2 

1. Columbia, St. Paul UCC, Rev. Bob 

Goddard, Pastor 

2. Dupo, Christ UCC, Rev. Todd Mushaney, 

Pastor 

3. Evansville, St. John UCC, Pastor in 

transition 

4. Floraville, St. Paul UCC, Pastor Matt Friz, 

Pastor 

5. Hecker, Friedens UCC, Rev. Ivan Horn, 

Pastor 

6. Maeystown, St. John UCC, Rev. Patrick 

Poole, Pastor 

7. New Hanover, Zoar UCC, Rev. R.J. 

Morgan, Pastor 

8. Red Bud, St. Peter UCC, Pastor in transition 

9. Valmeyer, St. John UCC, Rev. Elizabeth 

Terrill, Interim Pastor 

10. Waterloo, St. Paul UCC, Rev. Michael 

Southcombe, Transitional Pastor 

mailto:iscpride@iscucc.org
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11. Waterloo, Zion UCC St. Joe, Pastor in 

transition 

 

As 6 of our 11 Region 2 churches are in pastoral 

transition, it is more important than ever for us to 

support each other! Together we are stronger. 

The churches of region 2 meet on the last Tuesday 

of every month from January thru May and 

September thru October at St. Paul UCC in 

Waterloo and encourage pastors and 

representatives from every church to attend and 

participate by sharing any news or events from 

their church; to join in discussions about needs; to 

learn about Conference events, projects and 

opportunities; and to challenge each other to do 

great things. Everyone is welcome! The pastors 

also meet every other week for breakfast to share 

ideas and to support each other. Backpack 

programs, VBS & youth programs, church dinners 

and fundraisers, rummage sales and countless 

other projects of the individual churches are 

strengthened by the regular communication and 

sharing that happens at these meetings. We are 

also able to collaboratively support the missions 

of Illinois South Conference by working together.  

This year, the Bunco night for DuBois was 

successful as both a fundraiser and a social event. 

Thanks to Joan Daab and her team for their 

hard work planning this fun evening for all 

generations to share. The Hike & Bike was very 

successful this year. A large group of Hoyleton 

kids came to walk the trail along with 

representatives from every one of our 11 Region 2 

churches. In addition to raising money for the 

Hoyleton Kids’ summer programming, we had a 

great time visiting and walking together. Next 

year the plan is to expand the Hike & Bike to 

an official 5K! 

The Advent Pilgrimage, a combination traveling 

dinner/church tour, with the purpose of 

fundraising for OCWM and to help us get to know 

each other better went very well again this year. 

This two-day event has been very successful in its 

first 3 years and has great potential for growth. 

Everyone had a great time and, as requested, we 

plan to do it again this year. The dates are the first 

2 Saturdays in Advent. (Dec 8 & 15) Tickets are 

available now! It has been an honor and a 

privilege to serve as the Region 2 Convener these 

past 2 terms, and I am excited to pass the baton to 

Audrey Hicks as our new Convener. 

Region 2 Convener, Kathy Asselmeier 

 

 

Region 3 

Churches in Region 3 

1. Cahokia, Bethel UCC, Rev. Carol Shanks, 

Pastor 

2. Collinsville, St. John Evangelical UCC, 

Rev. Dr. Marvin Morgan, Interim Pastor; 

Rev. Katie Jo Bielke, Associate Pastor 

3. Dupo First Congregational UCC, Rev. Dr. 

Robert E. Lee, Pastor 

4. Edwardsville, Eden Church, Rev. John 

Roberts, Pastor 

5. Edwardsville, St. Paul UCC, Rev. Diane 

Grohmann, Pastor 

6. Granite City, St. John UCC, Rev. Karla 

Frost, Pastor 

7. Granite City, St. Peter UCC, Pastor in 

transition 

No report. 

Region 3 Convener-Dan Highlander 

Region 4  

 Churches in Region 4 

1. Brighton, St. John’s UCC, Rev. Laurie 

Crelly, Pastor 

2. Carlinville, St Paul UCC, Rev. Kevin 

Strope, Pastor 

3. Fieldon UCC, Pastor in transition 

4. Godfrey, Congregational UCC, Pastor Julie 

Kies, Supply Pastor 

5. Godfrey, Evangelical UCC, Rev. Jerald 

MeCaskey, Pastor 

6. Jerseyville, Peace UCC, Pastor in transition 

7. Midway, St. John’s UCC, Rev. Lori 

Schafer, Pastor 

8. Wood River, St. John UCC, Pastor in 

transition 

The churches in Region 4 continue to reach out in 

mission and ministry through local and global 

outreach and community education. They are very 

engaged in the life of their youth and continue to 

provide many opportunities for spiritual growth 

for all ages. 

Since my report last year, the churches have come 

together twice for support and education. We met 

at St. John’s UCC of Midway in November and 

Rev. Lori Schafer provided information on their 

church's involvement with an organization in 

downtown St. Louis called “Churches on the 

Street.” It provides help for the homeless with 

meals, clothing, toiletries and spiritual support. 

In February, we met at St. John’s UCC in Brighton 

and Rev. Laurie Crelly explained to us how their 

church's program, “Pack-a-Sack” puts together 

week-end meals to send home with school 
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children who would otherwise be hungry until 

they were back in school again on Monday. She 

also told us about their program “Patchwork” 

which provides a safe social setting for teenagers 

of the LGBTQ society. Their monthly meetings 

draw participants from at least five counties. 

In June, St. John UCC in Wood River held a vote 

to become an Open and Affirming congregation. 

The vote passed by a very small margin and 

unfortunately has become a divisive factor in that 

congregation. 

Our scheduled meetings in Jerseyville and Fieldon 

for May and August were canceled because both 

congregations are without pastors. Finding pastors 

for small congregations continues to be very 

difficult. Perhaps we will get some guidance from 

Rev. Tod Bolinger during the Conference's Annual 

Meeting. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Region 4 Convener, Virginia Ilch 

Region 5 

Churches in Region 5: 

1. Alhambra, Salem UCC , Sr. Pastor in 

transition; Pastor John Mindrup, Associate 

Pastor 

2. Breese, St. John’s UCC, Rev. James 

Donahue, Supply Pastor 

3. Grantfork UCC, Rev. Tim Darmour-Paul, 

Pastor 

4. Hamel, Immanuel UCC , Rev. Dr. C. 

Dwayne Dollgener, Interim Pastor 

5. Highland, Evangelical UCC , Rev. Chris 

Hill, Sr. Pastor; Rev. Will VerDuin, 

Associate Pastor 

6. Jamestown, St. Paul UCC, Pastor Don 

Propeck, Pastor 

7. Marine UCC, Rev. Phil Kershner, Pastor 

8. St. Jacob UCC, Rev. Nancy Gamache, 

Transitional Pastor 

9. Staunton, St. Paul UCC, Rev. Debbie Jo 

Atkins, Pastor 

10. Summerfield, St. John UCC, Rev. Nancy 

Gamache, Transitional Pastor 

11. Troy, Friedens UCC, Rev. Doug Seagle, 

Pastor 

With quite a number of pastoral transitions among 

our congregations this year, the region has not 

been as active as in some years. Three clergy from 

this group (plus one from another region) have 

been meeting weekly for lectionary study and 

discussion of church programming and mission 

efforts. Choirs from four of the congregations 

participated in the Hitz Home Auxiliary Choir 

Festival on April 15. I will be inviting us together 

soon to determine interest in cooperative mission 

projects, Christian education programming, and/or 

worship events. 

Region 5 Convener, Rev. Tim Darmour-Paul 

Region 6  

Churches in Region 6: 

1. Carlyle, Immanuel UCC, Pastor Ken 

Schafer, Pastor 

2. Central City, Zion UCC, Rev. Nancy 

Peebles, Pastor 

3. Centralia, St. Peter , Pastor John Pawloski, 

Pastor  

4. Farina, Friedens UCC, Pastor Zach Garrett, 

Pastor 

5. Hookdale, St. Peter UCC, Rev. P. Jerry 

Bennett, Pastor 

6. Ohlman, St. Paul’s UCC, Rev. Dr. Steve 

Nance, Pastor 

7. Pana, United in Faith Church – Rev. Joel 

Jackle-Hugh, Pastor 

8. Tower Hill, St. Paul UCC – Rev. Dr. Steve 

Nance, Pastor 

No report. 

Region 6 Convener, Amber Rhodes 

Region 7 

There are 10 United Church of Christ churches in 

Washington County which make up Region 7: 

1. Addieville, Zion UCC, Rev. Bill 

Groennert, Pastor 

2. DuBois, St. Mark’s UCC, Pastor Tom 

Ellison, Pastor 

3. Hoyleton, Zion UCC, Rev. Bill Causer, 

Pastor 

4. Irvington, Friedens UCC, Rev. Stacy 

Tate, Pastor 

5. Johannisburg, St John's UCC, Rev. Bill 

Groennert, Pastor 

6. Nashville, St Paul UCC, Rev. Beverly 

Kahle, Pastor 

7. Okawville, St. Paul UCC, Pastor Cherie 

Stolze, Supply Pastor 

8. Okawville, St. Peter’s UCC, Rev. Jeffrey 

Schwab, Pastor 

9. Plum Hill, St John's UCC, Rev. Don 

Jones, Pastor 

10. Stone Church, St. Peter’s UCC, Pastor 

Cherie Stolze, Supply Pastor 

No report. 

Region 7 Convener, Pastor Tom Ellison 
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Region 8 

Region 8 consists of 10 churches: 

1. Biddleborn, Trinity UCC – Pastor Nancy 

Shubert, Pastor 

2. Darmstadt, Holy Ghost UCC – Pastor 

Nancy Shubert, Pastor 

3. Freeburg, St Paul's UCC – Rev. Earl 

Crecelius, Pastor 

4. Lebanon, St Paul UCC – Rev. Dr. Don 

Wagner, Pastor 

5. Lenzburg, St Peter’s UCC, Rev. Bob 

Coffey, Pastor 

6. Marissa, Friedens UCC – Pastor Brett 

Palmer, Pastor 

7. Mascoutah, St John UCC – Rev. Hugh Fitz, 

Pastor 

8. New Athens, St John UCC – Rev. Dr. 

Robert Koch, Pastor 

9. New Baden, Zion UCC – Rev. Yvette Eber, 

Interim Pastor 

10. Trenton, St John UCC – Rev. Christy 

Eckert, Pastor 

No report. 

Region 8 Convener, Rev. Dr. Don Wagner 

Region 9 

Churches in Region 9 

1. Belleville, Christ UCC – Pastor Jon Tinge, 

Supply Pastor 

2. Belleville, Concordia UCC – Rev. Allen 

Fluent, Interim Pastor 

3. Belleville, St. Paul UCC – Rev. Michelle 

Torigian, Pastor 

4. Belleville, Trinity UCC – Pastor Cory 

Hartz, Pastor 

5. East St. Louis, Good Shepherd of Faith 

UCC – Pastor Norma Patterson, Pastor 

6. Fairview Heights, St. John UCC – Rev. 

Rosemary Captain, Pastor 

7. O’Fallon UCC – Rev. Dr. Martha 

Thierheimer, Pastor 

8. Smithton, St. John’s UCC – Rev. Andrew 

Wilson, Pastor 

Region 9 members met twice in the past year and 

had an event on July 29. The event started with a 

concert presented by the B Street Band, from St. 

Paul UCC in Belleville. An ice cream social 

followed the concert. We are working together to 

find projects that will promote involvement from 

all age groups. We hope to have an event for the 

youth in Region 9 in the fall.  

Region 9 Conveners-Sharon Banjavcic & Nancy 

Eisenhauer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Illinois South Conference - United Church of Christ 

REGISTRAR’S REPORT 

October 1, 2017- September 30, 2018 

      
MEMBERS IN DISCERNMENT 

    

 
Jason Eisele 

Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Carbondale  

Eden Seminary Student 

 
Lorna Hagen Peace, Jerseyville 

 
LIFE Program 

 

 
Kevin Hirsch Maeystown 

 
Eden Seminary's LIFE 
Program 

 
Bruce Jovaag Trinity, Belleville 

 
Completed Eden Seminary's 
LIFE Program 

 
Andrew Loyet Evangelical, Highland 

 
Eden Seminary Student 

 
Brett Palmer St Paul, Staunton 

 
Student Pastor, Eden 
Seminary Student 

 
John Pawloski Congregational, Godfrey 

 
Eden Seminary Student 

 
Gregory Seaman St Paul, Belleville 

 
Eden Seminary Student 

 
Tarrah Vaupel O'Fallon UCC, O'Fallon 

 
Eden Seminary Student 
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ECCLESIASTICAL COUNCIL 
    

 
Jason Eisele 

Church of the Good 
Shepherd UCC, 
Carbondale 

 

Took place in 
St Paul UCC, 
Nashville 

02/11/18 

      ORDINATIONS None in 2018 
   

      INSTALLATIONS 
    

 
Shana Johnson Illinois South Conference 

  
03/03/18 

 
Rosemary Captain St. John, Fairview Heights 

 
04/15/18 

 
Nancy Peebles Zion, Central City 

  
04/22/18 

 
Christy Eckert St. John, Trenton 

  
09/09/18 

      END OF CALL/RESIGNATIONS 
    

 
James Watson St Paul, Waterloo 

  
01/05/18 

 
Merlyn Lawrence St Paul, Waterloo 

  
01/21/18 

 
Christy Eckert Immanuel, Hamel 

  
04/08/18 

 Michael Southcombe St. John, Wood River   04/15/18 

 
Kristofer Avise-Rouse St Paul, Columbia 

  
08/15/18 

      
LICENSED MINISTERS Serving 

  
Through 

 
Tom Ellison St Mark's, DuBois 

 
Pastor 04/15/19 

 
Matt Friz St Paul, Floraville 

 
Pastor 04/15/19 

 
Cory Hartz Trinity, Belleville 

 
Pastor 04/15/19 

 
Julie Kies Congregational, Godfrey 

 
Pastor 04/15/19 

 
David Krueger Concordia, Belleville 

 
Pastor 04/15/19 

 
John Mindrup Salem, Alhambra 

 
Assistant 
Pastor 

04/15/19 

 
Norma Patterson 

Good Shepherd of Faith, 
E St Louis  

Pastor 04/15/19 

 
John Pawloski St Peter, Centralia 

 
Student 
Pastor 

06/01/19 

 
Don Propeck St Paul, Jamestown 

 
Pastor 04/15/19 

 
Ken Schafer Immanuel, Carlyle 

 
Pastor 04/15/19 

 
Nancy Shubert Trinity, Biddleborn 

 
Pastor 04/15/19 

 
Nancy Shubert Holy Ghost, Darmstadt 

 
Pastor 04/15/19 

 
Cherie Stolze St Peter's, Stone Church 

 
Student 
Pastor 

04/15/19 

      
PASTORS TRANSFERRED TO OTHER ASSOCIATIONS/CONFERENCES 

 

 
Andrea Asselmeier 

Missouri Mid-South Conference, Eastern 
Association 

10/24/17 

 
Rebekah Rathman-Wingrove 

Michigan Conference, Grand West 
Association 

03/12/18 

 
Calvin Bloesch 

Illinois Conference, Chicago Metropolitan 
Association 

05/23/18 
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Kristofer Avise-Rouse 

Missouri Mid-South Conference, St Louis 
Association 

08/16/18 

 
Merlyn Lawrence 

Northwest Association, Indiana-Kentucky 
Conference 

10/01/18 

 
Kimberly Stryjak 

Pennsylvania Southeast Conference, Ursinus 
Association  

in process 

    PASTORS TRANSFERRED FROM OTHER ASSOCIATIONS/CONFERENCES 
 

 
Nancy Peebles 

New York Conference, 
Genessee Valley Association  

Pastor 04/05/18 

 
Michael Cassady 

Ohio Conference, Northwest 
Ohio Association  

Pastor 09/20/18 

 
Michelle Torigian 

Ohio Conference, Southwest 
Ohio - Northern Kentucky 
Association 

 
Pastor 09/20/18 

 
Andrew Wilson 

Missouri Mid-South 
Conference, St Louis 
Association 

 
Pastor In process 

      LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED None in 2018 
   

      RETIRED PASTORS 
    

 
Nancy Spier-Lee Zion, Waterloo 

 
Pastor 04/29/18 

 
Gary Kniepkamp 

St Jacob and St John, 
Summerfield  

Pastor 07/08/18 

      DEATHS 
    

 
Leora Gehm Widow of Rev. Noel Gehm 

 
01/09/18 

 


