Weekly Connection
For the Week of July 1 - July 7, 2018
Diverse Minds, Covenant Hearts, Made One in the Body of Christ
Live Your Song & Dance
Recently my husband and I took my parents to see the play
"The Buddy Holly story." The play ended with the event that
happened on February 3, 1959. This was the day that rock
and roll musicians Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens, and J. P.
"The Big Bopper" Richardson were killed in a plane crash
near Clear Lake, Iowa, together with the pilot, Roger
Peterson. At the time, Holly and his band, consisting of
Waylon Jennings, Tommy Allsup, and Carl Bunch, were
playing on the "Winter Dance Party" tour across the Midwest.
Rising artists Valens and Richardson had joined the tour as
well.
There have been many stories, plays and several movies written about this event.
But there is one song that will forever be associated with this tragedy-the song "The
Day the Music Died," written by Don McLean.
The song starts...
A long, long time ago
I can still remember how
that music used to make me smile
And I knew if I had my chance
That I could make those people dance
And maybe they'd be happy for a while
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But February made me shiver
With every paper I'd deliver
Bad news on the doorstep
I couldn't take one more step
I can't remember if I cried
When I read about his widowed bride
But something touched me deep inside
The day the music died
It was well known that Don McLean was a huge Buddy Holly fan. The widowed bride
he refers to is Buddy Holly's wife. Long before I knew what the song was about, it
was more than the catchy chorus (So bye, bye, Miss American Pie, drove my Chevy
to the levee, but the levee was dry...) that intrigued me.
When I finally learned the story behind McLean's popular song, I realized it was quite
theologically profound whether he intended it to be or not. In the ancient world, there
was a belief that each person had a song and dance that was unique to them. On
the day a child was born, the spiritual leaders would gather together to create a song
and dance to reflect and honor that new life that was born into the world. During a
naming ceremony, the song was sung and the dance was danced by the community
to welcome the new person into their midst.
The Old Testament, especially within the book of Psalms, includes many songs,
prayers, and litanies, which speak of one's song and one's dance. Expressing one's
song or dance in the presence of the Lord was seen as a way to praise God and
give God thanks. In a very real way, the act of singing and dancing is the act of
being fully alive.
Likewise, in the ancient world when someone died, their song was sung for the last
time by the community. When someone died, the community sang their song and
danced their dance for the last time. In other words, when someone died, the music
and the poetic movement of their life died too. Like a retired jersey that hangs in the
rafters of a stadium, the song and dance was retired when someone died. Some of
the notes of the song and some of the steps of the dance might be used for a family
member, but never the entirety.
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Don McLean's phrase "the day of the music died" could easily be a description of the
act and ritual of what the ancient world believed in-that when you died your song and
dance died with you. Another way of thinking about this is that your song and dance
symbolized your living.
I believe God creates our life's song and dance for us and for us alone. Likewise, our
life's purpose is to fully sing our song and dance our dance. Yet, when we are not
living the life God created for us to live, our life is out of tune and out of step.
What is your life song? What is the dance of your life that is unique to you?
Singing OUR life's song and dancing OUR life's dance is the praise and gratitude we
can offer up to God. May you allow the world to see, hear and experience your
unique life song and dance. May the music of your life be fully alive in you.
Blessings, Rev. Shana Johnson, Conference Minister
SHANA'S UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE
July 1
On vacation - Worshiping with family
July 8
Preaching at Farewell Services for Rev. Gary Kniepkamp at St. John's UCC,
Summerfield and St. Jacob UCC, St. Jacob
July 15
Preaching at the communion service at Holy Ghost, Darmstadt and Trinity
UCC, Biddleborn
July 22
Preaching at St. Paul UCC (Stone Church), Okawville
If you would like our Conference Minister to participate in a worship service or
special event at your church, please invite her. Please reach out to Rev. Johnson at
the office at 618-654-2125 or her cell phone at 618-882-8247 with some possible
dates. You can also send her an email at sjohnson@iscucc.org.
This is your OCWM monies at work.
Faith Leaders Statement on Family Separation
Recently, the Administration announced that it will begin separating families and
criminally prosecuting all people who enter the U.S. without previous authorization.
As religious leaders representing diverse faith perspectives, united in our concern for
the wellbeing of vulnerable migrants who cross our borders fleeing from danger and
threats to their lives, we are deeply disappointed and pained to hear this news.
We affirm the family as a foundational societal structure to support human
community and understand the household as an estate blessed by God. The
security of the family provides critical mental, physical and emotional support to the
development and wellbeing of children. Our congregations and agencies serve many
migrant families that have recently arrived in the United States. Leaving their
communities is often the only option they have to provide safety for their children
and protect them from harm. Tearing children away from parents who have made a
dangerous journey to provide a safe and sufficient life for them is unnecessarily cruel
and detrimental to the well-being of parents and children.
As we continue to serve and love our neighbor, we pray for the children and families
that will suffer due to this policy and urge the Administration to stop their policy of
separating families.
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- Rev. Gus and Suzanne
Kuether, Belleville, IL
People with Life Concerns
- Please pray for the family of
Douglas (Jeannette) Bizer as
they mourn his death. Douglas
was the son of Luetta (Sabbert)
Bizer and the late Rev. Arnold
Bizer who was Pastor-Emeritus
at Salem UCC Alhambra. The
service was last Friday at Lake
Ozark Christian Church. Cards
may be sent to Luetta Bizer at
602 Woodchuck Lane, Lake St.
Louis, MO 63367.
- Pray for Rev. Rosemary
Captain as she deals with
some health issues. Rev.
Captain is the Pastor for St.
John UCC in Fairview Heights.
Cards may be sent to her at 22
St Joseph Dr, Lebanon, IL
62254.
- Keep Kyle Nuetzel (24) in
your prayers as he continues
rehabilitation in Nebraska after
a serious car accident. Kyle is
the son of Kathy Nuetzel, the
fiancee of Rev. Patrick Poole.
Rev. Poole is the pastor at
Maeystown St. John UCC. Kyle
and his mom live in the St.
Charles area.
- Pray for Pastor Cherie
(Michael) Stolze as she deals
with pain from an accident.
Pastor Stolze is the pastor for
St. Peter's UCC Stone Church
in Addieville and St. Paul UCC
in Okawville. Cards may be
sent to her at 12023 Lake
Meade Dr, St. Louis, MO
63146.
- Pray for Rich (Joyce)
Gusewelle as he deals with
some health issues. Rich and
Joyce are members of St. Paul
UCC in Edwardsville and Joyce
is a member of the ISC
Conference Gatherings Team.
Cards may be sent to 5238 N
State Rt 157, Edwardsville, IL
62025.
- Pray for Rev. Bill (Patti)
Causer as he deals with some
health issues. Rev. Causer is
the pastor of Hoyleton Zion
Evangelical UCC. Cards may
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be sent to him at 11315 North
Presley Ln, Mt. Vernon, IL
62864.
- Keep Bill (Helen) Whicher in
your prayers as he deals with
some health issues. Bill and
Helen are members of
Belleville St. Paul UCC and he
has been very active with
Illinois South Conference
throughout the years. Cards
may be sent to 1015 E Monroe
St, Belleville, IL 62220.
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The Leadership Team of the Illinois Conference
of Churches urges their congressmen and senators
to lead the charge in taking further action and
allocating funds to reunite 100 percent of separated
immigrant families as quickly as possible. The Team
invites other faith communities and all citizens of the
United States to join them in this effort in pressuring
the Federal government to take this action swiftly.
Child abuse should not be used as a negotiating tool
or tolerated under any circumstances and anything
less is unacceptable.

The Amazing People of
Illinois South Conference...
For the last several years on
the Sunday during staff
training, some of the DuBois
summer staff have traveled to
St. Mark's UCC in DuBois for
worship. It's a small church,
so the DuBois staff multiplies
the attendance and fills the
church. This year, Pastor Tom
Ellison
challenged
and
unofficially commissioned the 19 members of the staff for their summer with the
campers. His sermon was about potters and clay. He used the passage from Isaiah to
remind them, and all in attendance, that we have been shaped by God, and we are called to
share our abilities to shape others. Then he related it to the summer staff and their role at
DuBois Center as they mold and shape young lives. Each of the attending staff was given a
gift of a small pot to remind them of their role as "Junior Potters".
Part of the gathering each year includes a bit of picture taking as the counselors move in to
sit with the membership in attendance. Pastor Tom jokingly asked the tall young man from Australia if he wanted to play
a bit of one-on-one basketball. He declined. Pastor Tom thought he might be concerned that the short guy just might
beat him at the game...and laughed at the thought of it.

St. Mark's UCC thanks Shirley for herding these great young people to the church each year. And Shirley thanks Pastor
Tom and the members of St. Mark's UCC for providing a welcoming church for the DuBois Center summer staff.
On June 24, Lynn and Dori Cazier, who have served with the Community Christian
Church in Kenya in partnership with Christian Missionary Fellowship International
(CMFI) since 2003, worshiped at Zion Evangelical UCC in Hoyleton. They showed pictures
as they talked about their Mission work in Kenya, Africa and displayed a variety of hand
made Africian tribal worship instruments and beaded items. Dori is the former Doris
Beckmeyer from Friedens UCC in Irvington and Lynn is originally from Decatur, Illinois. Dori
served on Summer Staff at DuBois Center in the 1980's. Lynn and Dori are on furlough and
speaking at churches this summer about their Kenya Mission work. Click here to find out
more.

FREE-Study guides and books
Friedens UCC in Troy generously donated some of the Bible and book studies in which they have participated in the
past few years. They wanted some of our ISC churches to be able to use them. So, if you are interested in any of the
studies, please contact Christy at cpursell@isucc.org to confirm your request and arrange pick up. These resources are
free, but we ask that your church considers a donation to OCWM to strengthen our work within the Conference and the
UCC.
Chasing Daylight: DVD of a 10 week study along with 1 leader's book, 1 book and 10 workbooks
Genesis: 9 study books
Exodus: 10 study books
It Starts with One: Igniting the Passion for the Mission of the Church: 1 DVD & 25 participant guides
The Story: 10 books and 10 participant guides
Fearless Conversation: Why Is Jesus So Radical?: One leader's guide and 15 participant guides
Fearless Conversation: How Can We Be Fully Faithful?: One leader's guide and 15 participant guides
Fearless Conversation: Is God in Control of My Life?: One leader's guide and 15 participant guides
Healthy Eating and Abundant Living. 6 participant books
A Mom's Book of Encouragement. 1 leader's guide, 1 directors guide, 6 books and 6 memory booklets
On Tuesday, August 21 from
7:30 am - 9:00 am at Eden
Theological Seminary, the
Langenberg
Leadership
Forum: Leadership for the
Common Good will present What's Love Got to Do with It? featuring Joe Reagan, the former CEO of the St.
Louis Regional Chamber of Commerce. He will discuss how faith and business leaders can unite to grow the region.
Reagan will share insights from his front-line experience leading business communities in three metropolitan areas.
While community problems are exceedingly complex, community solutions begin by individual leaders shifting their
mindset from fear to love, from scarcity to abundance, from fragmentation to unity. No cost to attend. A complementary
light breakfast is provided. Registration is required. Call 314-918-2546 with questions. Click here for a flyer.

MISSION WEEK - May 2018
It was a whirlwind of activity as volunteers from St. Paul UCC in Belleville, Christ UCC in Dupo and other friends of
DuBois Center descended the third week of May. Braving unseasonably warm weather, they tackled a variety of
projects around camp - at the boat dock, office, beach house, rustic cabins and beyond. Their efforts have already had
a significant impact on the quality of the camping experiences we provide. We have a new boat dock! A small crew
deciphered cryptic instructions, assembled the modular pieces and secured them in place - often finding creative
approaches to challenges. The south side of the office was overhauled. The siding was removed and replaced, and the
garage wall was reframed and foundation upgraded. When this team opened the section of the wall by the ventilation
fan, they discovered FIVE FEET of dried grass, branches and feathers. The massive nesting area was removed and
efforts were made to critter-proof the opening. The beach house also underwent a major overhaul. The walls were
painted inside and out, and the pipe-and-shower-curtain changing partitions were replaced with full-length wooden
dividers and doors. In all ten cabins in the Rustic Village, the electrical wiring was inspected and upgraded, and the
ceiling fans and lights replaced with more efficient, more effective, lower profile fixtures. In the craft area, railings were
super-sanded and painted, and supplies were sorted and organized. MANY THANKS to the volunteers who dedicated
their week to making these incredible improvements at DuBois Center!

SUMMER ADVENTURES in JULY
July is a great month to experience
DuBois Center! Many sessions are
full, but not all. There are openings in
each of the weeks listed below.
Check out great pics from the first
weeks of camp at DuBois Center's
Facebook page. Recruit a friend new
to DuBois Center and SAVE! Click
here to register online or contact
dcinfo@DuBoisCenter.org or 618787-2202 to receive a brochure.

NOTE: Grades listed below are the grades completed.
Dates: July 8-13, July 15-20, July 22-25
Horse Camps with Openings: Pony Express (grades 4-6), Horsin' Around (grades 5-7), Saddle 'Em Up (grades 7-9)
General Sessions with Openings: Boy Meets Camp / Discovery Camp / Girl Power (grades 1-3), Settler (grades 3-5),
Mad Science / Move It! Move It! (grades 4-7), Splash! (grades 5-7), Base Camp / Trekkin' It (5-8), Outlander (grades 69)

When is a dock
MORE THAN A DOCK?

Over the last 12 months, all three docks on the "big lake"
at DuBois Center have been replaced - the Oak Lodge
dock, the boating dock and finally the swimming dock.
When is a dock more than a dock? When it's a free
choice activity during high school camp! Last week over
a dozen teens - and Rev. John Holst, their chaplain for
the week - chose dock construction over a myriad of
other activities. With a lot of pre-planning and many
willing hands, the team completed the project in record
time. The high school campers wanted to GIVE BACK,
and they definitely did. This week campers of all ages are
enjoying the fruits of those labors. A SPECIAL THANKS
to two volunteers - Slick (Marcus Vaughan) and Bullseye
(Daniel Schmidt) for their above and beyond commitment
to the dock's completion.
Who Done It?
This beautiful quilt was delivered to DuBois Center in 2017 for
a raffle to support DuBois Center. However, we had enough
quilts that year and wanted to save it for Fall Festival in 2018.
We want to give the appropriate credit to the donor, but no
name was included with the creation when it was delivered
and the staff cannot recall exactly who donated it. It was
safely stored in the office, but now we'd like to give credit
where credit is due. We are preparing the posters and
publicity for the 3 quilts donated in the this year's drawings
(more information coming soon). If you can solve the mystery
of the brown quilt, please contact Norma Borgmann at 618533-1658 or nborgmann1658@charter.net or 618-2924617. Thanks for your help in finding "Who Done It?"
DuBois Center is your OCWM (Our Church's Wider Mission) monies at work. When you or your congregation
gives to OCWM, you are directly supporting the work of DuBois, a Camp and Retreat Center of the Illinois South
Conference of the United Church of Christ. Thank you for your ongoing support of OCWM!

The Hoyleton Youth & Family Services 2018 Golf Classic will be held on Fri,
July 13 beginning at 11:30 am at the Tamarack Golf Course, 800 Tamarack Ln,
Shiloh, IL. Shotgun start begins at 12:30 pm. It is a 4-person scramble with 3 flights.
Prizes awarded. Longest-drive, closest-to-the-pin. Mulligans and poker run available.
Entry fee: $90/person ($95/person after June 15) or $360/team of 4. Lunch and

dinner provided. 18 holes with cart. Skins game. Click here to register or call 618-688-4770. Click here for a flyer to
share with your congregation.
Hoyleton Youth & Family Services is adding a Teen Center to its campus. The Center will be used to teach
appropriate social skills to the residents. They are currently in need of a small freezer for ice cream and such. Also,
items for their craft table, and other items that would be appropriate for the center. This addition is just being developed,
so donations would be welcome. Please contact Denise Mueller with any questions at DMuell30@gmail.com, 618973-3019(C) or 618-939-7135(H).
St. John's Community Care will
offer Savvy Caregiver Training
sessions several times throughout
2018 using a curriculum developed
by the University of Minnesota. This training provides tools to family members who are caring for an individual with
dementia/memory loss who is living at home, either alone or with family. Each session will be comprised of six two-hour
sessions. The series of 6 classes will be held on Mondays from 2 pm - 4 pm on July 16, 23, 30 & August 6, 13, 20 at the
Gateway Regional Medical Center - Pascal Hall (on main floor) in Granite City. For more information or to register, call
618-344-5008.

What's Happening at Illinois South Conference...
4th Annual Rainbow Camp Registration Open
Rainbow Camp is a day filed with activities and fun, where
everyone is recognized as a child of God. Come play in the
water, take aim with archery, try your hand at crafts, or just take
in the outdoors from horseback or pontoon. We have activities for
all ages. We will gather on Sat, Aug 18 from 9 am to 7 pm, at
DuBois Center. Rainbow Camp is for lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender & queer singles, couples and families. Straight allies
are welcome too. If there are at least 15 people interested, we
can stay Friday night as a group at Hickory Lodge. If you want to
register for just the day, select Rainbow Camp. If you want to stay Friday night and attend camp the next day, select
Rainbow Camp Overnight. Register now to get the early bird rates. See this flyer for more details. Click here if you're
ready to register. Got questions? Contact ISC Pride at iscpride@iscucc.org.
Staunton St. Paul UCC has some materials for VBS program, Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus, remaining from
its recently completed program. There are several stand-up pieces that were used for the set as well as other items.
If you are interested in adding them to your program, contact St. Paul UCC in Staunton at 618-635-2386 or email Rev.
Debbie Jo Atkins at revdjatkins@gmail.com.
Job Opportunities
Trinity UCC in Belleville is accepting applications for the part-time position of Administrative Assistant. The candidate
must be proficient in Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Publisher. The candidate must have strong spelling and
grammar skills, strong communication, organizational and interpersonal skills, and the ability to work independently, as
well as with direct supervision. A valid driver's license is required. Application, resume and at least three professional
references should be sent to trinityucchr@gmail.com. A background check will be required before hire. Applications for
this position will be accepted until filled.
St. John UCC in Granite City is currently seeking to fill a part time position of Church Office Clerical Secretary. This
part-time position requires three six-hour days for a total of 18 hours per week. The pay range for this position is
between $12 and $13 per hour. Send resume to stjohnuccc2901gc@yahoo.com or mail to St. John UCC 2901 Nameoki
Rd Granite City, IL 62040. No phone calls accepted. Click here for a list of job duties and skill requirements.
Cemetery Associate needed for Granite City St. John UCC Cemetery. Requirements include high school diploma or
GED certificate, valid driver's license, insurance, violation-free for 24 months, good physical condition, communication
skills, work with outside contractors, computer skills, use of Smart Phone, more. Send resume
to stjohnucccemetery@gmail.com or mail to St. John UCC, 2901 Nameoki Rd, Granite City, IL 62040. No phone calls
accepted. Click here for a complete list of job duties and skill requirements.
Part-time administrative assistant (16 to 24 hours, TBD), for Deaconess Nurse Ministry to help the Executive Director
in the office with agency work. Experience in an office with computer skills and desire to serve in a ministry a plus. Email
dpupillo@faithnurses.org with resume.
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St. John's UCC in Summerfield and
St. Jacob UCC will celebrate the 37year ministry of Rev. Gary
Kniepkamp at their regular worship
service beginning at 10:15 am on
July 8 at St. Jacob UCC. An open
house will be hosted on the same day
from 1:30 pm until 3 pm. All are
welcome to attend.

Good Shepherd of Faith in East St.
Louis will celebrate the 20th
anniversary of its Church Building
and the burning of their mortgage
this year at various events from
June 29 through July 1. You are
invited to attend any or all of the
events.
Fri, June 29 Worship - 7:30 pm
Sat, June 30 Musical Workshop
(Choir Rehearsal) - 12 pm. Their
original organist, pianist, music
teacher, and soloist, Marcie A.
Edwards, invites all churches to be a
part of the musical workshop. All
church choirs or a representative from
your church is asked to give a
selection at their Saturday night
musical.
Sat, June 30 Saturday Night
Musical - 7:30 pm. Come be a part of
the musical celebration.
Sun, July 1 Sunday Worship
Service and Ceremony - 3:30 pm.
Pastor Emeritus and Church Founder,
Chaplain (Major) Chris Edwards Sr.,
US Army Retired, will be the speaker
at the Sunday celebration at 3:30 pm.
He will reveal the contents of the time
capsule buried in the cornerstone 20
years ago.
To find out more about the celebration,
contact Christopher F. Edwards at
ritetimer22.ce@gmail.com or 210-2695616.
To find out more about the music
workshop/rehearsal
and
concert,
contact
Marcie
Edwards,
at
msmarcie03@gmail.com.

Region 9
The churches of Region 9 will
gather together for an Ice Cream
Social on Sun, July 29 from 3 pm 4:30 pm at St. John UCC in
Fairview Heights. The B Street
Band will be performing at 3 pm
followed by the ice cream social at
3:30 in the fellowship hall of the
church. A free-will offering will be
taken.
O'Fallon UCC will host a Patriotic
Worship Celebration on Sun, July
1 at 9:45 am. A Brass Ensemble
comprised of members of the
St.Louis Symphony Orchestra will be
providing patriotic music throughout
the service. The service will include
patriotic readings and poetry to
celebrate
our
nation.
"Indoor
fireworks" included. All are welcome.

VBS - July
July 8 - 12; 6 pm - 8 pm; Granite
City St. John UCC; Game On.
July 9 - 13; 9 am - 12 pm;
Collinsville St. John Evangelical
UCC; Babylon: Daniel's Courage in
Captivity.
July 9 - 13; 6 pm - 8:20 pm; Red
Bud St. Peter UCC; Rolling River
Rampage.
July 9 - 13; 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm;
Combined VBS for Centralia St.
Peter UCC and Central City Zion
UCC at 1st United Methodist Church
in Centralia; Rolling River Rampage.
July 15 - 19; 6 pm - 8 pm; Stone
Church St. Peter's UCC & Plum Hill
St. John's UCC are working together
at Stone Church St. Peter's UCC;
Embracing the Fruits of the Spirit
Around the World.
July 16 - 20; 6 pm - 8:30 pm;
O'Fallon
UCC;
Shipwrecked:
Rescued by Jesus.
July 21; 9 am - 4 pm; Belleville St.
Paul UCC; Rolling River Rampage.
July 22 - 25; 5 pm - 8:15 pm;
Metropolis Zion UCC (combined with
St. Paul Lutheran, St. Rose Catholic,
First Christian, and Lutheran Church
of the Cross); Polar Blast.
July 23 - 27; 9 am - 11:30 am; New
Baden Zion UCC; Rolling River
Rampage.
July 29 - August 2; 6 pm - 9 pm;
Carlinville St. Paul UCC; Rolling
River Rampage.
July 30 - August 3; 6:30 pm - 8:30
pm; New Athens St. John UCC,
Rolling River Rampage.

