Weekly Connection
For the Week of April 22, 2018 - April 28, 2018
Diverse Minds, Covenant Hearts, Made One in the Body of Christ
The Amazing People of Illinois South Conference and more...
Uni-Pres Kindercottage Thanks the churches
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ucc.org
Back Bay Mission
CHHSM

Rev. Jeff Schwab brought the Confirmation Class from St. Peter's UCC in Ecuador Partnership
Okawville to visit us recently. The students interacted with the children and made
St. Patrick's Day crafts with them. When it came time for them to depart, no one Eden Theological Seminary
wanted to leave! They left with a promise of a return visit, perhaps with farm
animals, or an invitation for us to come to Okawville and see them. Thank you for Deaconess Foundation
coming!
Deaconess Nurse Ministry
Emmaus Homes
Hitz Memorial Home
Hoyleton
Insurance Board
Youth from Evangelical UCC in Highland made their yearly visit last Saturday.
Some of our staff members were here to help them clean and move furnishings.
There was a lot of hard work and plenty of laughter. Thanks for coming to see us!
Thanks to Zion, New Baden and St. Mark's, DuBois the children and families of
Uni-Pres Kindercottage were able to enjoy Easter. They are so very grateful to
Zion UCC in New Baden and St. Mark's UCC in DuBois, Pastor Tom Ellison.
Families were given gift cards, which allowed them to purchase meat and other
food items. Hugs and a big thank you to the members of both churches.
Thanks to all, Brenda Crisp, Director.

LIFE Program
Neighborhood Houses
New Athens Home
St. John's Community Care

St. Paul's Home
On Sunday, April
15, Rev. Rosemary Uplands Village
Captain
was
installed at St. John UCC Campus Ministry
UCC in Fairview
Heights at 3 pm. Uni-Pres Kindercottage
Blessings to her and
ISC Directory
the congregation at
St.
John
UCC.
Pastors attending the Pray for...
installation
are
Prayer list for
pictured above. Front
April 22-28, 2018
row l to r: Rev. Ivan
Churches & Pastors
Horn, Rev. Laurie Crelly, Pastor Norma Patterson, Rev. Rosemary Captain, Rev.
- Columbia St. Paul UCC, Rev.
Bob Goddard. Second row l to r: Rev. Jan Dashner, Pastor Cory Hartz, Rev.
Bob (Rev. Jan Dashner)
Shana Johnson, Rev. Jean Carmean, Rev. Dr. Douglas Anders, Rev. Elmer
Goddard, Senior Pastor
Bowman, Rev. Don Wagner.

UCC Disaster Ministries
Update
by Priscilla Self
ISC Disaster Coordinator
I attended the Conference
Disaster
Coordinators
Gathering in Oakland, Ca. April 4-7. Our meeting and
workshop space, meals and great hospitality were provided by
City of Refuge UCC. Gathering leaders were Zach Wolgemuth,
Executive for Disaster Ministries; Amanda Sheldon, Program
Associate for Disaster Ministries and Refugee Ministries; and
Rev. Melinda McClain, California Disaster Coordinator. One day we did a driving
tour of the fire damages in Sonoma County and Sonoma Valley areas. It rained for
our entire time there, so we were unable to get good photos or do any walking
around. These areas reminded me of the tornado aftermath in Joplin and
Oklahoma City tornadoes after all the debris was removed.
We met with Long Term Disaster Recovery Chairperson and heard about all the
assistance in place for the county residents. There are no UCC work sites in place
there yet. From there we traveled to an unincorporated area of Sonoma Springs
where the Spanish and immigrant community continues to be impacted by the
wildfires with loss of housing and jobs, and with very little assistance. The
Congregational Church of Sonoma is working with the Sonoma Springs
Community Hall Manager to assist with meals, a food pantry, and Spanish
speaking liaisons.
How can the individuals and churches help in disaster recovery?
1. Volunteer at any of the UCC work sites: West Virginia, North Carolina,
Texas, Florida, US territories in the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico. If your
mission trips are already planned for this summer/year - look into these
opportunities for next summer/year. Click here for all the current information.
If you cannot go on a Mission Trip - maybe you or your church could support
someone that can, but need financial assistance to do so.
2. Assemble Church World Service Clean-Up Buckets or any of the other Kits
- supplies are very low again and in short supply when the next disaster
strikes. Go here for all the information.
3. Donate to UCC Disaster Ministries through your local UCC Church or go
here.
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People with Life Concerns
- Keep Kyle Nuetzel (24) in
your prayers as he recovers
from a serious car accident and
is currently in a rehabilitation
hospital in Chicago. Kyle is the
son of Kathy Nuetzel, the
fiancee of Rev. Patrick Poole.
Rev. Poole is the pastor at
Maeystown St. John UCC. Kyle
and his mom live in the St.
Charles area.
- Pray for the family of
Frances Neunaber as they
mourn her death on April 6.
Frances was the sister of Rev.
Allen (Lynn) Reiter. Both Allen
and Lynn have served on
several ISC Teams throughout
the years. Frances was a lifelong member of Eden Church
in Edwardsville. Services were
held through Weber Funeral
Home on Tues, April 10, with
Rev. Lori Schafer officiating.
Cards may be sent to Allen and
Lynn at PO Box 278, Hamel, IL
62046.

Eden Seminary presents Walker Leadership Institute:
Leadership for the Common Good on Thursday, April 26
from 9 am - Noon (lunch following) at Eden Theological
Seminary, Press Hall, Room 101, 475 E Lockwood Ave,
Webster Groves, Missouri. The workshop theme is Tools
For Leadership: Changing Congregations, Changing
Neighborhoods. Workshop presenters are Rev. Steve Lawler,
Director of Walker Leadership Institute, and Rev. Mike
Trautman, Pastor of First Presbyterian in Ferguson, Missouri.
Are you shaped by changes in your congregation's
neighborhood? Are you shaping your community for the Common Good? Does your congregation have the right
balance of internal and external engagement? Utilizing elements of congregational dynamics (internal) and local
context (external), this hands-on workshop introduces assessment tools for identifying opportunities for ministry and
mission. It also addresses ways to move from assessment to action in making your congregation, and your
community, better places to work, play and pray. Contact 314-918-2546 or leadership@eden.edu. Cost: $40 per
person (includes lunch)

CONSIDER THE LILIES OF THE FI ELD: A MEDITATION
Do Not Worry
Then Jesus said to his disciples: "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life,
what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. Life is more than food,
and the body more than clothes. Consider the birds of the air: They do not sow or
reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more
valuable you are than birds! Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your
life? Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?"
Remember a time when you felt hungry, your stomach grumbled and you felt the
pangs of hunger. Remember a time when the cupboards in your kitchen were bare
or the possibilities for a meal from your refrigerator were bleak. How long was it before you were able to have a meal
that filled you, satisfied you and strengthened you?
Did you hear Jesus saying to you?: "Do not worry about your life, what you will eat."
Remember a time when you were sick, in the hospital or recovering from a fall or surgery. Imagine the complex,
wondrous inner-workings of your body as you recovered and regained movement, strength, health, and healing.
Did you hear Jesus saying to you?: "Do not worry about your life or about your body."
Remember a time when you were invited to a special occasion, maybe it was a wedding, a banquet, or a party, as you
looked in your closet, you wondered, "What am I going to wear?" Perhaps you even thought to yourself, "I have
nothing to wear to this occasion." Perhaps you did not have the extra money to buy a new outfit and you thought to
yourself, "I wish I could buy something new."
Did you hear Jesus saying to you?: "Do not worry about your life or about what you will wear."
Remember a time in the midst of winter when you saw birds pecking through the melted snow and ice searching for
seeds or worms. What did you see when you looked at them? Have you ever wondered if they complain to God, if
they worry about their livelihood?
Did you hear Jesus saying to you?: "Consider the birds of the air: They do not sow or reap, they have no
storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! Who of you by
worrying can add a single hour to your life? Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry
about the rest?"
There are times when we worry, when we fret, when we feel like the sky is falling, or we are just waiting for the other
shoe to drop.
Next time you find yourselves worrying about something or experiencing a sense of dread about the uncommon,
consider doing the follow.
Stop and take a deep breath.
This breath is a gift from God.
Take a moment to think about what you had to eat that day.
The food and drink is a fulfillment of God's promise to give you daily bread.
The bread and wine at communion reminds us that God satisfies not only our physical hunger, but also our spiritual
hunger.
Take a walk outside or simply look out a window.
See the birds of the air.
If God provides for the smallest of God's creatures, certainly God will provide for you too.
Next time you are worrying or fretting about something, quiet your mind and heart for a moment and listen for the
voice of Jesus, for he is saying to you...
Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all of his splendor
was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and is
gone tomorrow, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! And do not set your heart on what
you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. For the world runs after all such things, and your Father knows
that you need them. But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.
Blessings, Rev. Shana Johnson, Conference Minister
SHANA'S WORSHIP SCHEDULE
April 22
Preaching at Godfrey Evangelical UCC

Preaching at Zion UCC, Central City for Rev. Nancy Pebbles' Installation
April 29
Worshiping at Zion UCC, Waterloo for Rev. Nancy Spier-Lee's Farewell Service
May 6
th
Preaching at the 60 Anniversary celebration at Church of the Good Shepherd, Carbondale
THIS IS YOUR OCWM MONIES AT WORK
To invite me to your church for a particular event, season in the life of the church, or a special occasion, please reach
out to me via email at sjohnson@iscucc.org or by phone at 618-654-2125 (office phone) or 618-882-8247.
Small Refrigerator which is perfect for a college dorm room available on a first-comefirst-served basis. Free for the taking or a donation can be made to ISC Friends of the
Conference. Approximately 18" W x 18" D x 26" H. Pick up at the Highland ISC office, 1312
Broadway, Highland, IL on M-F from 8:30 am - 4:30 pm. Call 618-654-2125 to be sure it is still
available or to claim your frig!!

FATHERS & SONS - Quality Time Together!
This past weekend, 41 fathers, sons, grandfathers and mentors hailing from 10 ISCUCC churches and beyond - made the trek to
DuBois Center for our annual Father-Son Retreat. Picture... boats
on the lake, cool crafts, a hay ride, and rounds and rounds of 9Square and Ga-ga. Picture... new friends, hikes and horseback
rides. Picture... s'mores under a drizzly sky, late night UNO
games, and quiet time for reflections. Together fathers and sons
explored the creek, built shelters in the woods, "tipped trees," took
aim at archery targets, and dismantled a big section of the old
boat dock. Now, picture God among us everywhere! Throughout
the weekend, they explored God's call to be good roles as fathers and as sons, to be true friends and caring
"neighbors." (Bottom photo: 2018 Father/Son group; Left: Aaron and Harmon Fuchs; Right: Josh and Drake
Muehlhauser)

SUMMER CAMP
Faith - Friends - Fun
Studies show that opportunities for kids
to just be kids are critical to their
development as healthy and wellrounded children and youth. Active,
unplugged, joyful, connected and
adventuresome are all words that describe the DuBois
experience. It's good old-fashioned fun, yet a modern
classic. All this as well as an opportunity to experience
God and each other in new ways, make new friends and
have loads of fun.
It's not too late to make a session of summer camp at
DuBois Center a priority!

SPREAD the
WORD!
There is still
time to plan a
Camp Sunday
at your church,
include
information in
your church bulletin or newsletter, and promote DuBois
Center on your web site and outdoor church sign. A
couple tools are attached to assist - ideas for camp
promotion, an insert for bulletins or newsletters, the
summer camp schedule and logos for DuBois Center and
our summer theme. Please help us spread the word.
Contact DuBois Center if you have questions or need
assistance.

MEET our SUMMER STAFF
Welcome Hayley Bell to our 2018 summer staff team!
Hayley is from Whakamarama, New Zealand and will be
serving as a Counselor/Activity Specialist. Her experience
working with children and youth is varied. She has assisted
in primary school classrooms, babysat children of all ages,
worked as a professional birthday party planner, and served
as deputy house captain at school. In this last role, she
organized and implemented activities for 50-100 students
aged 12-18. One of her references wrote, "She has a
genuine care for those around her and her warm disposition
puts young people at ease. Hayley has a fun sense of humour and is full of
enthusiasm." Her interests are as varied as her experience. Hayley thoroughly enjoys acting and drama - one of her
favorite subjects in school. Design, drawing, crafts and gardening are also at the top of her list. She is a selfproclaimed water baby and loves spending time "at waterholes or at the beach." She also loves spending time with
her family and friends. Hayley's favorite foods are Maltesers and Satay Noodles. When asked why she wanted to
spend the summer at a camp in the states, she explained that after her first year at "Uni," she realized that she should
have taken a Gap year - as is the custom for many students in the UK (United Kingdom) and beyond. She wanted to
find ways to give back and serve others for a year, before returning to school. She is also excited about traveling.
When asked about one thing she would really like to see or experience in the USA, Hayley wrote, "The culture and
landscape differences! Oh! and a large-sized meal where they give you the GIGANTIC cups for your drink
hahahahhahah!" Hopefully, when she returns home, Hayley will have so many amazing memories and new
experiences that super-sized anything will be at the bottom of her list! Welcome Hayley!
CAMPS for Older Children - Completed Grades 3-6
Classic or specialty camp, 3 days or 5 days - there is a wide variety of
sessions from which to choose for this age group. Whether a first-timer or
experienced camper, new adventures await. The cozy cottages on the
main camp side of the lake are "home" for many campers in this age
group, but those attending our Horsin' Around, Rustic 101 and Splash!
sessions venture across the lake and live in the Rustic Village. The week
of July 22-25 there are shorter sessions for those who would like "a taste"
of horse camp or rustic camping. Additional sessions for those completing
grades 5-8 can be found in the camp brochure. For more information, pick up a brochure in your
church office, click here for the online version or contact DuBois Center at dcinfo@DuBoisCenter.org or 618-7872202. Ready to register? Go to www.DuBoisCenter.org or click here.
Session &
GradesCompleted
Dates
Settler (3-5)
6/10-15, 6/24-29, 7/15-20
Pony Express (4-6)
7/22-25
Mad Science (4-7)
7/8-13
Move It! Move It! (4-7)
7/8-13
Rustic 101 (4-6)
7/22-25
Horsin' Around (5-7)
6/10-15, 7/8-13, 7/15-20

Splash! (5-7)

7/22-25

DuBois Center is your OCWM (Our Church's Wider Mission) monies at work. When you or your congregation
gives to OCWM, you are directly supporting the work of DuBois, a Camp and Retreat Center of the Illinois South
Conference of the United Church of Christ. Thank you for your ongoing support of OCWM!

Saturday May 12th - 9:00 - Noon
This springtime event, rich in tradition, takes place in the beautiful countryside
surrounding Maeystown, Illinois. Walkers or runners can choose between a 2 or 5
mile course. A Hike & Bike t-shirt and hearty lunch are included in your registration
fee - the fun & fellowship are free! All proceeds benefit Hoyleton's Summer
Program. Youth are able to attend museums, go fishing, swimming and attend
Hoyleton Day Camp at DuBois Center thanks to generous supporters. Please join
us in Mayestown as we continue Building Stronger Communities One Child at a
Time. Pre-registration is suggested. Can't attend - sign up as a "Spirit Walker",
receive a t-shirt and show your support! Register online. For more information

contact: Dave Henerfauth at 618-935-2354 or spiritbydesignstl@gmail.com.
Surviving Caregiving, A MAP THROUGH THE MAZE, is an insightful conference designed
for family caregivers who wish to gain valuable knowledge and resources that will help them
navigate the maze of caregiving. The Conference is Sat, April 28 from 9:30 am 2:30 pm at St.
John Evangelical UCC's Faith Hall, 307 West Clay Street (rear), Collinsville, IL 62234. To register call Age Smart
Community Resources at 618-222-2561. This conference is free, but registration is required. Box lunch included.
Complimentary care will be available at St. John's Adult Day Center during the conference hours. Pre-registration for
adult day service is required. Contact Stacey Rhodes at 618-344-5008. Surviving Caregiving is co-presented by: St.
John's Community Care, Age Smart Community Resources and Hospice of Southern Illinois.
St. John's Community Care will offer Savvy Caregiver Training sessions several times through 2018 using a
curriculum developed by the University of Minnesota. This training provides tools to family members who are caring
for an individual with dementia/memory loss who is living at home, either alone or with family. This series of 6 twohour sessions will be held on Tuesday evenings on April 24 - May 1, 8, 15, 22 at Fairview Heights Community Room,
10025 Bunkum Road, Fairview Heights, IL 62208. To register or for more information, call 618-344-5008.

What's Happening at Illinois South Conference...
Be Good Stewards of Your Church's Finances!
Early Bird registration for the Great Lakes Regional Youth Event is $300/per person through
May 1. Register NOW!!
The Great Lakes Regional Youth Event (GLRYE) on July 5 - 8, 2018 at Elmhurst College in
Elmhurst (Chicago), Illinois for youth who have finished 6th grade through those who have just
finished 12th grade.
Rev. R.J. Morgan, Pastor at Zoar UCC New Hanover, has agreed to be the group coordinator.
There have been some discussions about riding the train to Chicago rather than drive or take a bus. Please let us
know who your contact person will be. Then watch for further emails from the ISC office and/or Rev. R.J. Morgan for
more details.
Click here to like the GLYRE Facebook page and keep updated on plans, and click here to register youth from your
church. If your group cannot pay by credit card, contact Lisa Hart at glrye18reg@gmail.com.

The Ecuador Partnership will be building a masonry and block home in Jama on July
7-16 in the Manabi province of Ecuador. While we have built nine times in Tosagua,
which is also in Manabi, this will be our third time building in Jama. No construction
experience necessary. You will need $2,200 and a passport valid through 1/16/2019.
Elevation: 200 feet
Humidity: 75%
o
Daytime temperature: 80-90 F
o
Nighttime temperature: 70-80 F
Come join the fun. Your life will be changed. Click here for the flyer or contact Kent Lytle at
kent.cara@charter.net.
The Ecuador Partnership Committee and FEDICE invite you to an Evening with Blanca on Thurs, May 3 at 7
pm at Marine UCC. Blanca Puma Martinez, the executive director of FEDICE, will tell you about the program and its
ongoing battle to stay afloat. She will be speaking and engaging in discussion starting at 7 pm. FEDICE's mission is to
empower communities in Ecuador through holistic, sustainable, and dignified development. To find out more about
FEDICE, click here or here for a flyer to share with your congregation and friends.
Attention, all retired pastors and spouses: The next luncheon gathering of the Pastors/Spouses Fellowship will
be on Thursday, April 26 at 11:30 am at the Red Apple Restaurant in Maryville. Join us for warm sharing and a
good meal. It's an excellent way to keep closely connected with each other in Illinois South Conference.
Email herbenne@wisperhome.com or telephone (618-476-3925) your reservation in to us no later than Monday
evening, April 23 - Herb & Bennie Schafale.
The United Church of Christ Mental Health Network presents UCC W.I.S.E. Mental Health Conference on
Friday, May 4 at St. Paul UCC in Downer's Grove (Chicago), Illinois from 8 am - 5 pm. W.I.S.E. stands for
Welcoming-Inclusive-Supportive-Engaged
At this conference, you will:
* Hear stories by persons who have been affected by mental health issues;
* Receive practical steps to engage in a mental health ministry in our congregations;
* Be introduced to the WISE (Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, Engaged) Covenant for congregations for mental
health; and
* Worship together, share together, and meet new people.
Click here for more information or here to register.

Region 2
New Hanover Zoar UCC in
Columbia presents Car-diac, a
Car Cruise & Heart Health Fair to
benefit
their
Parish
Health
Ministry on Sat, April 21 from 9
am - 2 pm. Registration from 9 am noon. $10 donation per entry of
cars, trucks and motorcycles.
Activities include a cakewalk, 50/50
drawing, raffles, adult and kid
games at 10 and 12. Food and
drinks
available.
Free
health
screenings. People's choice awards
and attendance prizes. Rain date
May 5. For information, call Shelly at
618-719-3510 or R.J. at 618-8238890.

Region 3
St. Peter Evangelical UCC in
Granite City will hold a Rummage
Sale on April 20 & 21 (Friday: 8
am to 2 pm and Saturday: 8 am to
1 pm). Household items, Adult and

Region 4
St. John's UCC of Midway will be
holding an All You Can Eat
Chicken Dinner on Sun, April
22 from 11 am until 3 pm at the
Moose Lodge, 7371 Marine Road,
Edwardsville. Menu includes fried
chicken, mashed potatoes and
gravy, seasoned green beans, corn,
dinner salad, bread, tea and
coffee. Adults $9; children 2-12
years $4. Tickets can be purchased
at the door. Carry outs available.
Dessert bake sale. Call the church
at 618-377-9288.

Region 5
Marine UCC will host an evening of
friendly competition with Hoyleton
Youth & Family Services as the
winner! The church is set to host
the 17th annual Trivia Night
benefiting Hoyleton Youth & Family
Services on Sat, April 28. Join the
hosts for challenging trivia, door

Region 6
Join the congregation of Zion UCC
in Central City for the installation
of Rev. Nancy C. L. Peebles
on April 22 at 3 pm at Zion UCC in
Central City. RSVP today to 618532-1751
or zionuccil@att.net. Following
the
service of worship, all are invited to a
meal. Pastors who wish to participate
are asked to robe with a red stole and
arrive 1/2 hour prior to the service.

Region 8
St. John UCC in Trenton will host
their 3rd annual Pancake &
Sausage breakfast on Sat, April 21
from 6:30 am to 11:00 am. Menu
includes all-you-can-eat pancakes,
sausage, biscuits, gravy, fresh fruit
and beverages. Adult $8; and
Children 3 - 12 years $4. Children
under 3 are free.
For more
information call 618-224-9828.

Children's clothes, Toys, TV's and
more.

prizes and more. The cost is $12 per
person, with up to 8 players to a table.
The church is located at the
intersection of Center Street and Hwy
143 in Marine. Prizes will be awarded
to the first and second place winning
teams. Contact the church at 618887-4465 to reserve a table for trivia
or click here.

