
 

 

October 25, 2022 
 

Sometimes there are those moments 
in worship when you wish a wider 
audience could hear the preaching 
word of the day. The installation of 
Rev. Vaupel was one of those 
moments. The preacher was the Rev. 
Dr. Robert Koch, the pastor of St. 

John UCC, New Athens. With his permission, I share 
an excerpt of his sermon based on Dr. Suess’s Oh The 
Places You Will Go and Micah 6: 6-8. It is good news 
that we all need to be reminded 
“COVID did a number on church attendance. In 2019, 
34% of Americans attended a religious service at least 
once or twice a month. That fell to 31% in 2020 and 
28% in 2021. Pre-pandemic, a UCC church closed or 
became inactive every ten days. I’m guessing things 
aren’t better now. We desperately want things to go 
back to the way they were before COVID. It’s not going 
to happen. We can only move forward. We do that best 
by being faithful here, where we are, using the gifts 
and resources we have, even as uncertainty still clouds 
the future. 

That’s where we find common ground with both Dr. 
Seuss and Micah. 
'On you will go, though the weather be foul.  
On you will go, though your enemies prowl.  
On you will go, though the Hakken-Kraks howl.  
Onward up many a frightening creek,  
though your arms may get sore,  
and your sneakers may leak.  
On and on you will hike,  
And I know you’ll hike far  
and face up to your problems whatever they are.' 

Micah spoke to the people of Judah while the 'Hakken-
Kraks' howled. They’d already been up many a 
frightening creek. They’d hiked far as a people but had 
neither faith nor hope enough to face their problems, 
many of which were of their own making. The rich 
oppressed the poor. Judah’s courts were corrupt. False 
prophets and greedy priests made a mockery of faith. 
The people rejected God’s justice and commandments. 

Prayer list for  
Oct 30-Nov 5, 
2022 
Church & 
Pastors 
-Darmstadt Holy 
Ghost UCC, Rev. Tarrah (Jasen) 
Vaupel (right) 

 
-DuBois St. 
Mark's UCC (left) 

Retired Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Herbert & Bennie 
Schafale, Freeburg, IL 

People with  
Life Concerns  
-Please pray for Rev. Dana 
Schindler as she recovers from a 
fall and its injuries. Rev. Schindler 
is the Pastor at Hamel Immanuel 
UCC and Edwardsville St. Paul 
UCC. Cards may be sent to 4600 
McKendree Apt 112, Godfrey, IL 
62035. 
-Please hold Rev. Jim & Lelynna 
Langdoc in your prayers as 
Lelynna deals with some memory 
loss. Good news...Jim reported 
that he is still in remission. Cards 
can be sent to them at 16640 
Cagan Orchard #122, Clermont, 
FL 34714. 
-Keep Rev. Bill (Patti) Causer in 
your prayers. Rev. Causer has 
served several churches in ISC. 



Maybe an over-the-top sacrifice would get them back 
in God’s good graces, they thought. Rivers of oil, 
thousands of rams, even the sacrifice of their own 
children—maybe that would satisfy God and restore 

 

Cards may be sent to 11315 N 
Presley Ln, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864. 
--Pray for people impacted by 
natural disasters.  

 

them to greatness. 

With what shall we come before the Lord in this, our post-pandemic reality? With great 
buildings, filled pews, and overflowing budgets? Will God be pleased if we can show God that 
we’re “successful”—bigger, better, stronger? Is that the kind of church God blesses? Is that the 
kind of greatness God is after? Some apparently think so. 

'Oh, the places you’ll go! There is fun to be done! 
There are points to be scored. There are games to be won. 
And the magical things you can do with that ball 
will make you the winningest winner of all. 
Fame! You’ll be famous as famous can be, 
with the whole wide world watching you win on TV. 
Except when they don’t. Because, sometimes, they won’t.' 

When they don’t and they won’t well, then, let’s just give up— 
lock the doors, close the church, walk away in a huff. 
We’re done. We’re finished. We’re tired. We’re through. 
God’s tossed us aside like an old, worn out shoe. 
Except that God doesn’t, and God never will. 

God has told you, O mortal, what is good. The Lord desires goodness rather than greatness, 
goodness that begins with doing justice, justice built on the same steadfast love and kindness 
that God shows God’s people. When we focus on being faithful to God’s covenant and open to 
where God would have us go, we’ve done what God would have us do, regardless of whether 
the results impress Otto or anyone else. God calls us to focus on goodness rather than 
greatness, to measure our success by nurturing faithful people rather than by the size of our 
building, the depth of our tech, or the scope of our programming. 

Are we doing justice, seeking God’s will in all that we do? Do we live out the covenant with God 
made in our baptism? Are we walking humbly, paying attention to what God is doing in our lives 
and in the world around us? That's what the Lord requires of us. 

If we really believe that Jesus still lives, 
that the Spirit is stirring, and the gospel still gives, 
like fermenting yeast or a quick sprouting seed, 
new life from death and the hope to believe, 
well, then, let us do justice and seek out God’s will, 
let’s share loving-kindness and remember that still, 
we’re called to walk humbly, both shepherd and flock, 
even when caught twixt life’s hard place and rock. 
Sometimes we’ll stumble. Sometimes we’ll dance. 
But will we give up? Oh, no, not a chance! 
Amazed by God’s grace and surprised by God’s joy, 
We’ll make our way onward, God’s gifts to employ. 
We’re off to great places, today is our day! 
Faith’s journey is waiting. Let’s get on our way!” 
--written and preached by Rev. Dr. Robert Koch 

 



Clergy - Don't Miss this Opportunity! 
Illinois South Conference 2022 Ministers’ Retreat: “Creative Connections” 

November 2 and 3, 2022, Toddhall Retreat and Conference Center, Columbia, IL 
The Local Church Ministries Team is offering a time away for Illinois South ministers (both 
active and retired) to be welcomed into community, spiritually nourished, and boosted in 
creative confidence. We will engage our theme of Creative Connections by providing activities, 
conversations, and creative projects that will remind us that we are created in God’s image and 
help us find the joy and courage in that once again! Whether you consider yourself “creative” or 
not, there will be something for you at this retreat. Registration form or email 
cpursell@iscucc.org or jriechmann@iscucc.org.  

 

 The Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ along with Evangelical UCC 
Invites all members, friends and clergy of the ISC Congregations to 

The Installation of Reverend William (Bill) Kapp 
As Pastor at Evangelical United Church of Christ 

 2520 Poplar Street, Highland, Illinois 62249  
Sunday, October 30, 2022, at 3:00 pm  

This installation will be in-person. Clergy are invited to robe and wear red 
stoles. Light refreshments will be served following the service. If you plan to attend, 
please RSVP to office@evucc.org or 618-654-7459. An offering will be received for Hoyleton 
Youth and Family Services. 

 

Did You Know... 
Most solar systems have excellent warranties. What is a solar panel warranty? 
A solar panel has two warranties: a performance and equipment guarantee. A solar panel’s 
performance warranty will typically guarantee 90% production at 10 years and 80% at 25 years. 
An equipment warranty will typically guarantee 10-12 years without failing. 

 

Interim Training 
There appears to be an increasing demand for "trained interim pastors" within the UCC. Rev. 
Dr. Marvin Morgan, faculty member of the Center for Congregational Health (CCH), will offer 
a combined (IM1 & IM2) Interim Ministry classes, via zoom, in 8 4-hour segments. These 
virtual sessions, to be followed by Field Work (which he will supervise) will be available as 
follows:   
Interim Ministry Classes and Training 

• (WEEK 1) - Mon, Nov 14, 2022, through Nov 17, 2022  
• (WEEK 2) - Mon, Nov 28, 2022, through Dec 1, 2022  

11 pm - 3 pm (Central Time)  
The full course description and registration link can be viewed on the CCH website. 

 

 Back Bay Mission Kicks Off Celebrating Its 100 Year 
Anniversary with a Capital Campaign. Back Bay Mission has a 
simple mission: to strengthen neighborhoods, seek justice, and 
transform lives. Find out more about its celebration and capital 
campaign by watching the video above. For volunteer opportunities, 
check out the calendar for 2023. The calendar for 2024 will be 
available Jan 1. Dates go quickly. Or if you have 
questions,  email volunteercoordinator@thebackbaymission.org. 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sQ4IslM6v8R1_vb9ZjdKmDeXHBZypSTX9-Ap3HgkYq27cOHMrOgdRAqVGtnX6BFIeR24jTuvc821pzxjSzZ_PwL05IigmsvzNQLIBI0nbPKw_YHljqGyK_qY8RObKTiHaXOkG4GIrVPpRmPnrPn_lhq8iN7uf7QzKHdsajjQksnQCCWcFaLHYOQxqrmm9OTRxDdvaGTy0dtS_rsXKp2iRhhyhaDtzvb7SIvqmuVuSGR5rWYbCE2C-g==&c=aJ-2V3_2xh-utLQ6bOlIC8oLAtbXNyG-8DDe6LDEtSIuXqLYTwofaw==&ch=zgY863XiIity3SMG10GxUz9PUvh_7qB5mqJDu3__i-wrnQnIVFbuuw==
mailto:cpursell@iscucc.org
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https://healthychurch.org/events-and-training/interim-ministry-classes-training/?event_id1=7135
https://thebackbaymission.org/2021-mission-trip-calendar/
mailto:volunteercoordinator@thebackbaymission.org
https://youtu.be/dARy_xQnX3c


 

 

  DuBois Center - our collective 
backyard...  

 

 DuBois 6.0 Campaign Update - Over 180 people, consisting of Lay Delegates 
from each church, clergy, Conference Council Delegates, Visitors, and 
MarketPlace representatives, showed their support of the DuBois 6.0 capital 
campaign through their donations to the worship offering. Because of your 

generosity the total for the DuBois 6.0 campaign is nearly $240,225!  
 

  

After Pandemic-Induced Hiatus, Deaconess Foundation CDF 
Freedom Schools Return to St. Louis 
After a two-year hiatus caused by the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, Deaconess Foundation in St. Louis welcomed back 
students to its Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) Freedom Schools, 
held this past summer. The seven-week enrichment program 
took place at four locations throughout the Greater St. Louis area: Christ the King UCC in 
Florissant, Mo.; Peace UCC in Webster Groves, Mo.; and Saint John’s Church (The Beloved 
Community) UCC and Deaconess Center for Child Well-Being, both in St. Louis. Read more. 

 

LIFE at Eden: Enneagram - Online and in person on Sat, Oct. 29, from 9am - 3:30 pm CST. 
Lunch break at 12-12:30 pm 
Course Description: The enneagram is a typology for understanding personality that helps you 
recognize your spiritual gifts and calls you to be your best self. It can be a helpful tool for 
personal spiritual development. This brief introduction will focus on identifying your type, instinct 
and wing. We will explore how understanding the enneagram can enrich your LIFE and your 
professional and personal connections. 
About the Instructor: Dr. Jill Baker is an adjunct faculty member at Eden and Coordinator of 
Eden’s Houses of Study. She regularly teaches UCC History and Polity, among other 
courses. She has been active at the local, Conference and National levels of the United Church 
of Christ since 1991. Jill is the current Moderator of Illinois South Conference. 
Beyond Don’t Sleep with the Sheep: Boundary Training for Clergy 
Course Description: As clergy folks or people who want to be, it is essential that we are 
attentive to the power and positional authority— as well historical impact— our roles have. How 
we show up in our congregations, our community and our commitments is reflective of our 
calling. Attend this 5-hour Boundary Training Certificate class to think critically about who you 
are in the work, and who you want to be. Come prepared to learn about power and oppression, 
clergy ethics and ministerial boundaries: online, in the public square, and in the congregation. 
Participants will leave with a personal code of ethics based on ministerial codes. This event is 

https://chhsm.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02700e3e3023bfcf6ea899166&id=4d1d4ec2f5&e=8d9aa67f77
https://www.eden.edu/events/boundary-training-for-clergy/


available for church and community organization leaders. Check with your authorization body to 
be sure this event meets criteria set by your organization. 
About the Instructor:  Rev. Dr. Chris S. Davies grew up in Connecticut, lives in Cleveland, and is 
a wandering Irish Rover at heart. Chris is a millennial leader, a queer femme, an urban 
beekeeper, and a creative networker of communities. She is passionate about justice and 
Jesus, and serves on the Board for Preterm, an Independent Abortion Clinic in Northeast Ohio. 
Chris attended Smith College for her undergrad work and Andover Newton Theological School 
for both a Master of Divinity and Doctor of Ministry, focusing on queering proclamation. She is 
an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ, serving as the Executive Minister for 
Programs and Initiatives in the Southern New England Conference. 

 

Trending Business Concerns for Ministries: What Churches Need to Know 
On Oct 26 at 1 pm CST, the Insurance Board presents a webinar where Heather 
Kimmel, General Counsel of United Church of Christ, will discuss trending concerns for 
ministries and what churches need to know. For more information, click here for a flyer with 
details and the registration link.  
Heather E. Kimmel is the General Counsel of the United Church of Christ. She has been 
serving in that capacity since December 1, 2015. She joined the Office of General Counsel as 
Associate General Counsel in 2013. Before joining the National Setting of the United Church of 
Christ, she was an attorney at two large law firms and served as a federal judicial clerk. 
Reminder, all Insurance Board webcasts are recorded and always available on their website if 
you're unable to attend. 

 

What's Happening in Illinois South Conference 
 

Save the Date - Day of Discipleship  - Saturday, March 4, 2023, will be our 
Day of Discipleship at Alhambra Salem UCC. Our keynote speaker will be 
Rev. Kelsey Beebe. We will have a day filled with spiritual practices and 
finding joy in our lives and ministries. 
Rev. Kelsey Beebe, MFA Dance, MDiv, 200RYT (Pronouns: she/her) Rev. 
Kelsey Beebe believes firmly in an all-loving God, embodied Christ, and ever-
moving Holy Spirit that connects us all. She is a trained dancer, certified yoga 
instructor, as well as an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ. She serves as a solo 
pastor at two churches just south of Milwaukee, WI, and is the Executive Minister and President 
of Dancing Pastor Ministries and host of the Lady Preacher Podcast. She has performed, 
preached, and led retreats all around the United States and even in Costa Rica. Her passion is 
helping people embody their faith as they connect more deeply with God, with others, and with 
themselves. 

 

 

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/3a8c83e4-a9a7-4929-b0e9-9d3c7ddef2f6.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.insuranceboard.org/online-learning/
https://www.dancingpastor.org/
https://open.spotify.com/show/4MKeQILqW9nTmRjzSOUZov


Region 2 - The “Women of St. Paul” UCC in Waterloo will hold an October 
Food Drive to stock the shelves of their local food pantry. Throughout the month of October, 
the group asks for donations of non-perishable food to prepare for the upcoming holiday 
season. Students in need will not have access to free school lunch/ breakfast during 
Thanksgiving and Christmas break. Food goes to Monroe County House of Neighborly Service, 
serving Waterloo, Hecker, Valmeyer, Prairie Du Rocher. There is a shopping list and collection 
bin at Waterloo St. Paul UCC. For more information, contact Kathi Emery at 618-458-7186 or 
kathi1emery@gmail.com. 

 

Region 5 - Grantfork UCC will hold its 52nd Annual Sausage Supper on Sat, Nov 12 from 
2 pm - 7 pm. It is drive through only. Menu includes homemade pork sausage, mashed 
potatoes and gravy, sauerkraut, green beans, and applesauce. Fresh or fried packaged 
sausage for sale at the end of the drive thru. Sponsored by the Grantfork UCC Men's 
Fellowship. All dinners $12. 

 

On Sun, Nov 6, Marine UCC will hold its Drive-Thru Whole Hog Pork Sausage Dinner at 
the church from 11 am - 5:30 pm. Menu includes whole hog pork sausage, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, green beans, sauerkraut and apple pie. All dinners $12. Raffle for quilt, side of beef, 
whole hog, and 4 dinners for Nov 5, 2023. Fresh meat sale on Sat, Nov 5 from 9 am - 2 pm and 
also on Sun, Nov 6 from 9 am - 5:30 pm. Choose from sausage links, ribs, and backbones in 5 
lb. packages. Liver sausage and head cheese also available. For orders and raffle tickets, call 
the church office at 618-887-4465. 

 

Region 7 - Addieville Zion UCC will hold its 72nd Annual WurstMarkt on Wed, Nov 9 at 
the Addieville Community Club from 4 pm - 7 pm. Drive-thru only. Menu includes pork 
sausage, sauerkraut, mashed potatoes, peas, applesauce, and cookies. Cost $12. 

 

Region 8 - Mascoutah St. John UCC will hold its Beef & Noodle Dinner All You Can Eat 
on Fri, Nov 4 from 11 am - 1 pm for lunch and from 5 pm - 7 pm for dinner. Menu includes 
beef & noodles, tossed salad, green beans, rolls, drinks, homemade pies & desserts. Adults 
$13; Children 6-12 $5; Children under 6 are Free. Carry Outs are available at 618-566-
7311. Benefits go to the Mascoutah Senior Center and Leu Civic Center. 

 

Belleville St. Paul UCC will hold its Trivia Night on Sat, Nov 19 in its Activity Center. 
Doors open at 6 pm and play begins at 6:30 pm. Cost is $25 per person. Free mulligans with 
purchase of a table of 8 for $200. Host is Michael Wagner. Bring your own food and drinks of 
choice. Table theme is Teams, Tunes, Tomes, Talkies & TV. Prize for best dressed table/team. 
Cash prizes for 1st-3rd places. Basket raffle and 50/50. 

 

Job Opportunities - Friedens UCC in Marissa seeks part-time organist and/or 
pianist. Duties include playing organ and/or piano on Sundays for our 10am worship services 
as well as Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, mid-week Lenten services, and 
our Pre-Lenten breakfast. Position includes 4 paid Sundays off (except for Easter) for vacation 
time. Services normally consist of a prelude, 2-3 hymns, some short, sung responses, and a 
postlude. To apply or for more information please contact Rev. Brett Palmer at 
marissafriedens@gmail.com or call the church office 618-295-2004. 

 

St John UCC in Fairview Heights seeks a part time Church Secretary. Duties include 
answering the phone, process and distribute email and regular mail and ordering supplies as 
needed. Preparing the Sunday bulletin, the annual meeting reports, newsletter, coordinate the 

mailto:kathi1emery@gmail.com
mailto:marissafriedens@gmail.com


church calendar, keep Member contribution files updated in Church Windows and providing 
support to the Pastor and other ministries of the Church. A full job description will be provided at 
the interview. 9-12 hours weekly and should be familiar with Word and Excel. Contact the 
Church office at 618-660-8894 or email stjohnuccfairview@gmail.com.  

 

St. Paul United Church of Christ, Columbia is seeking a full-time Office and 
Communications Coordinator. The position includes management of the church office in 
coordination with pastor(s) and other staff, and oversight of all areas of communications. The 
successful candidate will have strong IT skills and knowledge of social media platforms, 
experience and proficiency with Microsoft Office suite, and know the basics of the church 
database ACS. The person we hire will have appreciation of church culture, be a self-starter, 
have good interpersonal skills, and be flexible with change. 
The salary range for this position is $48,000-$55,000. The position also includes health 
insurance and the pension and disability plan of the United Church of Christ. Send your resume 
to: jobs@stpaulcolumbia.org 

 

Belleville St. Paul UCC Vacancy-Organ and Piano Position - Areas of responsibility include 
excellent organ and piano offerings for all services and accompaniment for weekly choir 
rehearsals and other musical ensembles as needed. In consultation with the senior pastor, 
serve as a resource for family weddings and funerals. Compensation will be appropriate to the 
weekly job responsibilities, background/experience, and professional preparation of the 
applicant. Please send resume with three references to musicsearch@stpaulucc.org.  

 

Pinckneyville St. Paul UCC is in search for a Part-time Music Leader. This position requires 
excellent people skills in working with the Council, Pastor, Secretary, committees, and Sunday 
school teachers. Music skills include the ability to play a Wick’s two-manual pipe organ with 
pedals and piano. Good vocal skills are a plus but not required. The church does not have a 
choir but occasionally has special instrumentalists and vocalists. Church services are currently 
10 am - 11 am on Sundays. Special services include Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, Maundy 
Thursday, and two Easter services. Contact the church secretary at 618-357-8075.  

 

Open Positions at Troy Friedens UCC   ●  Nursery Attendant     ●  Director of Faith Formation 
If interested, call 618-667-6535 or email friedens@friedensucc-troy.org. 

 

Music Ministry Director at Evangelical UCC in Highland, this position will promote 
leadership in developing and implementing the music ministries of the Church, and actively 
engage the congregation in worship through music. The Director serves as a resource to 
support, foster and coordinate the worship life of the congregation through congregational, 
choral, and special music. This is a part time position, averaging 15 hours per week. Scheduling 
is flexible and offers competitive compensation. Candidates can apply by sending their resume 
to office@evucc.org. Click here for details. 

 

CONTACT US - YOUR OCWM MONIES AT WORK - Please call before coming to the 
Conference Office or make an appointment with a staff member using the emails below. 
For the work of Conference teams and committees or search and call inquiries, contact Christy 
Pursell at cpursell@iscucc.org. 
For financial matters (in terms of your church's giving to the Conference or OCWM), contact 
Debbie Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org. 
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or Weekly 
Connection, contact Lynnette Schuepbach at lschuepbach@iscucc.org. 

mailto:stjohnuccfairview@gmail.com
mailto:jobs@stpaulcolumbia.org
mailto:musicsearch@stpaulucc.org
mailto:friedens@friedensucc-troy.org
mailto:office@evucc.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/5bfdd031-bfdd-44cb-8f8d-70652a4bc05e.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:cpursell@iscucc.org
mailto:dkesner@iscucc.org
mailto:lschuepbach@iscucc.org


For DuBois Center program information, contact Rylee Hodges-Stone at 618-787-2202 or 
program@DuBoisCenter.org. 
For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions, contact Julie 
Riechmann at 618-357-1809 or jriechmann@iscucc.org. 
To speak with the Conference Minister, contact Rev. Shana Johnson 618-882-8247 or 
sjohnson@iscucc.org. 

 

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and Illinois South Conference of the UCC 
Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ does not 
discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, or gender identity. To the 
extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, mental, emotional, medical, or dietary needs. 
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