
 

 

September 27, 2022 
 

We can't wait to see you at 
Annual Meeting 2022 in 
Collinsville!  
It will be great to be in-person, 
be inspired by the musical 
reflections of The Many, eat a 

St John UCC breakfast tradition, worship together, 
learn about our ministry partners, eat homemade 
cookies, learn about the work being done within ISC 
and DuBois, talk to folk that you may not have seen in 
a few years, and, did we mention...homemade 
cookies!?! 
The documents you will need for the day, "Delegate 
Packet of Materials for Annual Meeting 2022" are here 
in a pdf. You can also find the documents on our 
website. A couple of the documents may change as we 
near Annual Meeting: "The "Voice without Vote" and 
the "Slate of Nominees" may change, respectively, as 
more visitors register and our fabulous ISC 
Recruitment Team fills in the last few slots. Watch for 
updates online and in future emails.  
Many of you may have already registered for Annual 
Meeting. Great! For those of you who have not yet 
registered your delegates, please click here to register 
online or use the registration form attached.  
SAVE THE DATE: Tuesday, October 11, 2022, at 6:30 
pm on Zoom to discuss budget, resolution, slate of 
nominees, & WISE covenant. This will be a time to 
hear presentations and ask questions in an informal 
atmosphere. The Zoom link will be sent a week before 
the meeting. 
Did we tell you we are in person this year? ...it's 
what we've been waiting for!! 
Health statement:  
“As we prepare to gather in person for the 2022 ISC 
Annual Meeting, let us practice compassion and 
kindness by continuing to practice good safety 
protocols. We ask that, if you do not feel well on the 
day of Annual Meeting, you wear a mask during the 
event or stay home in order to allow yourself to get  

 

Prayer list for  
Oct 2-8, 2022 
Church & Pastors 
-Carbondale 
Church of the Good Shepherd 
UCC, Rev. Kim (Dr. Aaron 
Newcomb) Magwire (right) 

 
-Carlinville St. Paul 
UCC (left) 

Retired Pastors 
-Rev.Gary and Joyce 
Kniepkamp, St. Jacob, IL 

People with Life Concerns  
-Please pray for Rev. Dana 
Schindler as she recovers from a 
fall and its injuries. Rev. Schindler 
is the Pastor at Hamel Immanuel 
UCC and Edwardsville St. Paul 
UCC. Cards may be sent to 4600 
McKendree Apt 112, Godfrey, IL 
62035. 
-Please hold Rev. Jim & Lelynna 
Langdoc in your prayers as 
Lelynna deals with some memory 
loss. Good news...Jim reported 
that he is still in remission. Cards 
can be sent to them at 16640 
Cagan Orchard #122, Clermont, 
FL 34714. 
-Keep Rev. Bill (Patti) Causer in 
your prayers. Rev. Causer has 
served several churches in ISC. 
Cards may be sent to 11315 N 
Presley Ln, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864. 
-Pray for Peace. 
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http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ejc5bsy9e02172d6&llr=df4cwbeab&showPage=true


better. If it makes you more comfortable to wear a mask, you may bring your own or use a mask 
that we will have available. We will do our best to keep you safe by providing masks and hand 
sanitizer and we hope you will do your best to make healthy decisions. We so look forward to 
seeing you in person AND doing it in the healthiest way possible!” 

 

 God Is Still Calling 
Last week several colleagues and I made a quick trip to gather and be present 
for the installation of a friend who had been called to be a Conference Minister. 
The night before the service, while we were out to dinner, the conversation 
turned to our journeys into ministry.  

For some of us, an early knowing and awareness of God’s Spirit led us into 
leadership in the Church at a very young age. For some, it was a slow tapping of the Spirit on 
their lives which eventually felt like knocking that they could no longer ignore. As we shared our 
call stories, I realized once again that although each person's story is unique, there were 
common threads woven in the tapestry of how God calls forth leaders in the Church.  

First, there is a need. Then comes the nudging of the Spirit in choosing the kind of leaders 
needed for the situation. Others will then name and confirm the person’s gifts for ministry and 
leadership. And finally, the person God is calling must say YES to allowing the Spirit of God to 
work in and through them for the good of the people of God.  

Consider the call stories of leaders in the Bible.  

There are dramatic calls. Think of Moses, who had been tending sheep for forty years in the 
desert. God sends him a burning bush with the charge to remember Moses is standing on the 
holy ground of God’s people, and Moses is the one God has chosen to lead the people out of 
slavery. Doubting he can be the One who will speak for God, he tries to argue that his brother 
Aaron is better suited. For a while, Moses argues and wrestles, but God prevails, and Moses 
leads the Hebrew people out of Egypt.  

There are internal calls. When Samuel was a child, his mother vowed Samuel’s life would be 
consecrated to God. Samuel’s mother brought him to Eli, the temple priest, when he was of the 
right age to be raised by Eli. One night while sleeping in the sanctuary and watching the temple 
lamp, Samuel hears God calling him. As Samuel continues to hear his name being whispered in 
the night, Eli confirms it is God who is speaking to Samuel. Samuel says yes to a life of Godly 
service and leadership. 

There are risky calls. In the book of Esther, we read about the story's namesake. A Jewish 
Queen who, when nudged by her uncle Mordecai to use her position to protect the Jewish 
people, risks her reputation and life to save her people. In Mordecai’s words, “Perhaps it for 
such a time as this you were chosen to be King,” she hears the call of God to no longer be silent 
but to boldly act for the salvation of God’s people.  

And there are direct calls. When John the Baptist asserts that the true Messiah has come, two 
of John’s followers immediately start to follow Jesus. Then, Andrew goes to his brother, Peter, 
and invites Peter to become a disciple.  

Recently, there have been many conversations about where the pastors, teachers, and leaders 
of the present and future churches are. We talk about it with such scarcity as if the Spirit of God 
is no longer moving, as if God is no longer looking to ordinary people to equip them to lead the 
people of God in extraordinary ways. This is not the case. However, I do wonder if we have 
stopped listening and paying attention. 



The Church’s pastors, teachers, and leaders are all around us. They are in our pews, 
communities, families, and maybe even ourselves. These are the ones God needs. God’s Spirit 
is still calling, nudging, pushing, and pulling.  

But are we listening?  
Are we paying attention?  

Or are we tuning out the possibilities of the one who could serve because we are stuck singing 
the tunes of “what was” instead of “what could be”? Or are we looking past those in whom God 
has planted the seeds of “here I am” because we do not trust God can and will equip all kinds of 
people, even those we do not think “look” or “sound” like the leaders we knew in the past? Are 
we standing in the way of gifts we have not named or confirmed for ministry in others or even 
ourselves? Are there those who do not yet have the confidence to say “Yes, send me” because 
they have not been offered the encouragement, nurture, and nudging they need from those they 
love and respect? 

Beloved, the Spirit of God is still calling. May we turn our ears, hearts, and lives to listening and 
paying attention.  
Blessings, Rev. Shana Johnson, ISC Conference Minister 

 

Begin Collecting Now for Annual Meeting Offerings-Flyer 
There will be two offerings - DuBois 6.0 and UCC Disaster Ministries. DuBois 6.0 will be 
collected during worship and the noisy offering for UCC Disaster Ministries will be collected 
during lunch. Click here for list of what DuBois 6.0 will accomplish.  Click here for more 
information about UCC Disaster Ministries.. 
Here’s how to prepare… 

• Each ISC church asks its members to donate small or large amounts of change during 
Sunday School, Sunday worship services or meetings prior to the Annual Meeting.  

• Bring a representation of the change collected to the Annual Meeting at St John UCC, 
Collinsville on October 15, 2022. (You can convert some of the change to dollars or one 
large check by taking the change to a bank. They will count it and exchange it for paper 
currency.)  

• Bring some of the offering as change in a container that can make some noise at the 
presentation at Annual Meeting.  

• Designate a representative from your church to present the money during specified 
times at Annual Meeting.  

 

Hurricane Fiona in Puerto Rico 
On Sunday, September 18, Hurricane Fiona hit 
Puerto Rico, causing power outages for millions of 
homes and businesses and life-threatening 
flooding across the island. Fiona has left 35 
inches of water on the entire island and practically 
devastated the progress of the electrical system, 

and the highway system especially in the southwest area. 
UCC Global H.O.P.E. Minister for Disaster Response and Recovery and team are actively 
monitoring the hurricane response in Puerto Rico. Rev. Edward Rivera-Santiago, Pastor 
General reported they are without electricity and water, with about twenty families who had lost 
everything. 
UCC Global H.O.P.E. is offering solidarity grant support. Disaster Ministries will continue to 
monitor emerging needs and engage in coordination calls through their state Voluntary  
Organizations Active in Disaster (PRVOAD). In addition, Church World Service is conducting 

https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/cdde0575-01a2-4537-be36-6f8c45c6f054.pdf?rdr=true
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partner coordination calls for further coordination of resources. Recovery from this hurricane will 
take years. Community centered and locally led Long-Term Recovery Groups were formed 
because of Hurricane Maria 5 years ago. We will look to assist these groups and their emotional 
and spiritual care needs as well as support the longer process of repairing and rebuilding 
homes. Long-term funding will be necessary as the United Church of Christ is a leader in 
helping communities organize for recovery, repair, and rebuild. Volunteers will also be needed, 
and churches should consider organizing teams to help in this process when they are needed 
and for the long haul, bringing hope and healing to devastated communities. Photos above 
show residents removing mud from the front of their houses in the San Jose de Toa Baja 

neighborhood after Hurricane Fiona caused the river Rio de la Plata to 
overflow. 
How to Help:  
• Financial donations can be made through local ISC UCC churches 
by earmarking them for “Disaster Ministries”. 
• Join the Willing to Respond Network of Churches:   

• Assemble Kits and Clean Up Buckets: CWS Buckets and Kits click here for specifics  
• Visit UCC Ministry Opportunities for current Mission Opportunities and updates for Puerto 

Rico and recovery efforts that will certainly come as this year’s storm season continues  
• Connect for UCC Disaster Ministries news and updates  

 

"Oh, The Places You'll Go" when you follow the Spirit's 
leading! Congratulations to Rev. Tarrah Vaupel, newly 
called and installed pastor and teacher of Holy Ghost 
UCC, Darmstadt, Illinois, and Trinity UCC, Biddleborn, 
Illinois on Sun, Sept 18, 2022, at 3 pm at Holy Ghost 

UCC. The right photo shows the pastors who chose to 
participate in the service. They are l to r: Rev. Martha Thierheimer, Rev. Bob 
Goddard, Rev. Ivan Horn, Rev. Jan Dashner, Rev. Bev Kahle, Rev. Shana 
Johnson, Rev. Tarrah Vaupel, Rev. Bob Koch, Rev. Brett Palmer, Rev. Christy 
Eckert, and Rev. Todd Mushaney. Bottom left photo shows Rev. Vaupel giving 
the benediction. At the reception following the service, cake (upper left) was 

enjoyed by everyone. 
 

 The Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ 
Along with Evangelical UCC 

Invites all members, friends and clergy of the ISC Congregations to 
The Installation of Reverend William Kapp 

As Pastor at Evangelical United Church of Christ 
2520 Poplar Street, Highland, Illinois 62249 

Sunday, October 30, 2022, 3:00 pm Installation 
This installation will be in-person. Clergy are invited to robe and wear red stoles. Light 
refreshments will be served following the service. If you plan to attend, please RSVP 
to office@evucc.org or 618-654-7459. An offering will be received for Hoyleton Youth and Family 
Services. 

 

 Save the Date - Day of Discipleship - Saturday, March 4, 2023, will be our Day of 
Discipleship at Alhambra Salem UCC. Our keynote speaker will be Rev. Kelsey 
Beebe. We will have a day filled with spiritual practices and finding joy in our lives 
and ministries.  Rev. Kelsey Beebe, MFA Dance, MDiv, 200RYT (Pronouns: 
she/her) Rev. Kelsey Beebe believes firmly in an all-loving God, embodied Christ, 

https://www.ucc.org/willing-to-respond-in-disaster
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and ever-moving Holy Spirit that connects us all. She is a trained dancer, certified yoga 
instructor, as well as an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ. She serves as a solo 
pastor at two churches just south of Milwaukee, WI, and is the Executive Minister and President 
of Dancing Pastor Ministries and host of the Lady Preacher Podcast. She has performed, 
preached, and led retreats all around the United States and even in Costa Rica. Her passion is 
helping people embody their faith as they connect more deeply with God, with others, and with 
themselves. 

 

 UCC Yearbook Is Available 
The 2022 Yearbook and Directory keeps you connected to essential data, 
including: 

• Local church statistics 
• Local church contact information 
• A directory of national ministries, other UCC bodies 
• A directory of other UCC-related institutions 

Order here. 
 

 Climate Hope Cards Contest 
The UCC is launching a national art contest for children and youth that will be 
part of a larger campaign that will generate hope in making a difference when 
confronting the climate crisis. 
How to participate?: Draw or paint about climate hope, environmental justice, or 
protecting the Earth. Sunday school class and youth group participation 

encouraged. Winners will be selected in November. Register here. 
UCC congregations will collect thousands of postcards (printed with the winning art) to pressure 
Congress and the White House to take sufficient action to combat the ongoing climate and 
environmental justice crises.  

SAVE THE DATE! - MARCH 11, 2023 
Illinois South Conference presents a one-day Youth Event at DuBois Center on March 11, 
2023, from 10 am - 8 pm for grades 7 - 12. The theme is "Tear Down the Walls: Build 
Bridges." More details will be coming soon. 

 

  Call for Fall Festival 
Baskets - Deadline Looms 
DuBois’s Fall Festival will be 
here before we know it: Sunday, October 2, 11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.! Is your 
church, organization or group of friends getting that special basket ready for the 

Basket Silent Auction? Remember to list a theme and contents and value it at about $50. Bring 
it to DuBois either Saturday, October 1 or early Sunday, October 2 or contact Audrey Hicks, St. 
Paul UCC, Waterloo at 618-939-8673, 618-604-9792 cell or audhicks@hotmail.com. All 
proceeds benefit DuBois 6.0. 

 

 Mother Daughter Retreat - October 7-9 
Our yearly tradition returns! Reserve your spots now for our weekend 
of relaxing and connecting with the moms, daughters, aunts, nieces, or 
grandmas in your life! With crafts, relaxation, and optional horseback 
riding, this is just the weekend you need to spend some time with the 
ones you love! This is one of our most popular yearly events, so sign 
up now! Click here to register. 
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 Women’s Retreat - October 28-30 
We had so much fun with this in the spring, it’s back in the fall! Unlike 
Mother Daughter, you can come to this all by yourself or with some other 
adult friends! Spend the weekend doing anything but ‘adulting'! No 
cooking, no stress, just fun and relaxation! The programming is designed 
as an adult getaway, so we do ask that all registrants are 21 and over. 
Click here to register. 

 

Horse Retreat - November 5-6 
Ask most of our summer campers about their favorite thing at camp…and 
quite a few will say, “Horses!” If this sounds like your child, this overnight 
weekend retreat is just for you! This weekend is just like our summer horse 
camp, but with more time with and on the horses! We also have activities 
like horse apple bobbing, campfire cookouts with your horse, making horse 
treats, a barn party, and more. Designed for participants ages 12 to 18 who 
love horses, this could very well be the highlight of your fall! Registration for this fills up fast (we 
limit to 12 participants), so reserve today! Click here to register. 

 

 DuBois 6.0 Campaign Update 
We have received over $235,271 for a total donation as of this edition. Your 
generosity is AMAZING! 

 

 DuBois Center Fall Festival - Sun, Oct 2 - 11 am to 5 pm. 
Be a part of the Fall Festival: Volunteer, promote the event, donate an 
upscale basket for the auction, or come spend the day with us! 
YOU Are Our BEST Volunteer 
Our Fall Festival is only possible because of the efforts of countless 
volunteers. This is a great opportunity for families, confirmation classes, students in need of 
volunteer service hours, or, really anyone, to volunteer. Shifts can be as short as 30 minutes or 
as long as you want to help. If you’re interested in volunteering, sign up online or contact us by 
email at fallfestival@duboiscenter.org.  
All Churches Can Promote the Event - If you would like to help promote the festival, 
promotional materials are in here in the Weekly Connection and on the DuBois Center website. 
Any help to spread the word will be appreciated. Download this flyer or bulletin insert to help 
promote Fall Festival. 

 

   
Advent Devotional Available to Pre-Order 
An attentive sentinel of the night can see that darkness harbors much more 
life and renewal than many presume. Once again in 2022, the Stillspeaking 
Writers Group and contributors offer a daily devotional to guide us through the 
days of Advent and Christmastide, to the celebration of Epiphany. Order here. 

 

 The Neighbors in Need "BEHOLD!" offering focuses on economic 
justice. With inflation impacting all of our households, we wanted to 
provide a way to discuss this topic through a faith lens. 
Join us by promoting this year's campaign at your church. Explore the 
promotional toolkit, which contains a four-week bible study, coloring 
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book, three posters, social media banners, and a leader's guide. These materials will assist you 
in planning and carrying out the 2022 NIN campaign. Most churches will collect the offering on 
Oct 2 as a part of World Communion Sunday, but contributions can be made at any time. 
Resources can be downloaded here. 

 

An Article from the Insurance Board's Newsletter, The Steward 
The internet is a great tool for faith-based organizations to connect with members and 
potential members, but it is also an attractive tool for malicious actors who may exploit 
information that is readily available. The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 
Agency (CISA) provides a wealth of security and awareness resources to assist houses 
of worship to continue to use the internet safely. CISA’s Mitigating Attacks on Houses of 
Worship Security Guide provides an analysis of ten years of targeted attacks against 
houses of worship and potential risk mitigation solutions designed to achieve a robust 
and layered approach to physical and cyber security. Within this guide, houses of 
worship can find information written specifically for them on creating a culture of cyber 
readiness, cyber hygiene, online safety, and resources to build. Read more... 

 

ONA Webinars to grow your church! 
Whether your church is taking its first steps towards an Open and Affirming covenant, or you’re 
already ONA and looking to revive your commitment to LGBTQ+ justice, we’ve got a webinar for 
you! You can register with a season pass for all webinars or for just one or two. Discounted 
rates make it affordable for large or small groups from your church to attend. Our introductory 
webinars will teach how to lead churches to an ONA decision in ways that build consensus and 
reduce the risk of conflict. Our ONA NEXT webinar shares best practices for church growth. 
New this fall: tips for ONA advocacy! See more. 

 

PATHWAYS Theological Education, Inc., invites you to explore its Progressive Christian 
theological education courses. PATHWAYS courses are affordable, asynchronous, and 
completely online to fit the schedules of busy people! Each course offers participants the 
opportunity to develop competency in the subject matter as well as the chance to meet and 
work with a diverse group from across the United States. 
Whether you are called to a pastoral role, a congregational or community leader seeking new 
skills, or a curious inquirer, PATHWAYS has courses to expand your thinking, enhance your 
knowledge, and exhilarate your soul. 
Course Schedule Look for PATHWAYS Winter I Term (January 2023) including: UCC History 
and Polity, and a new Clinical Pastoral Education (ACPE accredited CPE). Spring and Summer 
2023 schedule coming soon! 
Ministerial Preparation The PATHWAYS core three-level curriculum for ministerial preparation, 
leadership development and continuing education. 
There is time to sign up for courses, the registration process is easy and courses can begin the 
same day you register. Contact Melissa Ashmore, Registrar at 
registrar@pathwaystheological.org with questions. 
Our participants include: 

• students in preparation for ordination to the ministry as pastors; 
• ordained pastors with a passion for continuing education; 
• church members whose gifts include Bible Study leadership, youth ministry, children’s 

ministry, and worship design; 
• seminary students seeking additional education;  
• community leaders whose work includes building coalitions across faith traditions;  
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• and those exploring calls to chaplaincy in hospitals, hospices, prisons, and other 
specialized settings. 

If you are discerning a call to ministry, interested in deepening your foundation for Christian 
Education or just want to explore your own Christian faith, PATHWAYS Theological Education, 
Inc. can help. 

 

 September Is National Preparedness Month 
Are you and your family, your church, your community ready to 
respond when a natural disaster or threat happens? 
Be more prepared for disasters, both to protect yourselves and 
to extend love to your neighbors in time of crisis! Click 
here Willing to Respond for more information and to register as 
willing to help! 
As part of National Preparedness Month, the DHS Center for 

Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships coordinated a Protecting Places of Worship Week 
of Action between September 14 – 25. The week consists of several events that encourage 
community leaders to review their safety and security practices and implement enhanced 
protocols, where appropriate, to further secure houses of worship and congregants from threats 
posed by weather disasters, domestic violent extremism and targeted violence. 

 

 Grant for CWS Kits 
Church World Service has two new Kits: Welcome Backpacks and Period 
(Menstrual Hygiene) Packs. And UCC congregations assembling them and all 
other CWS Kits may apply to the UCC for $250 Match Grants. The grant is to 
help them stretch their own contributions of these essential supplies. 
Made to specification, CWS Kits have the recipients in mind, whether Welcome 
Backpacks for refugees or asylum seekers who’ve just arrived in the United 
States, Period Packs for people who cannot afford or access menstrual hygiene 
supplies, Emergency Cleanup Buckets for domestic and international disaster survivors 
beginning their recovery process, Hygiene Kits for people caught in violence, natural disaster or 
poverty, or School Kits for school children who lack basic supplies. 

 

What's Happening in Illinois South Conference 
 

Register Now!! 
Illinois South Conference 2022 Ministers’ Retreat: “Creative Connections” 

November 2 and 3, 2022, Toddhall Retreat and Conference Center, Columbia, IL 
The Local Church Ministries Team is offering a time away for Illinois South ministers (both 
active and retired) to be welcomed into community, spiritually nourished, and boosted in 
creative confidence. We will engage our theme of Creative Connections by providing activities, 
conversations, and creative projects that will remind us that we are created in God’s image and 
help us find the joy and courage in that once again! Whether you consider yourself “creative” or 
not, there will be something for you at this retreat. Registration form. 

 

Region 2 
Dupo Christ UCC will hold its Fall Festival on Sat, Oct 8 from 9 am - 3 pm at the church. It 
includes a yard sale, quilt drawing, homemade cakes, cookies, candy, and jelly. Craft sale. 
Prize board and basket raffle. And soups, sandwiches, and homemade pies for lunch. Crafters 
and vendors wanted for a $20 table space. For more information, call 618-286-4211. 
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The “Women of St. Paul” UCC in Waterloo will hold an October 
Food Drive to stock the shelves of their local food pantry. Throughout the month of October, 
the group asks for donations of non perishable food to prepare for the upcoming holiday 
season. Students in need will not have access to free school lunch/ breakfast during 
Thanksgiving and Christmas break. Food goes to Monroe County House of Neighborly Service, 
serving Waterloo, Hecker, Valmeyer, Prairie Du Rocher. There is a shopping list and collection 
bin at Waterloo St. Paul UCC. For more information, contact Kathi Emery at 618-458-7186 or 
kathi1emery@gmail.com. 

Belleville Concordia UCC will hold its Wurstmarkt, Sunday, October 23 from 11 am - 3 pm. Drive-
through only. Adults $12; Children 12 and under $6. 

 

Region 3 - On Sun, Oct 16, Granite City St. John UCC will hold their annual Sausage 
Dinner from 11 am to 5 pm or until sold out. Tickets are available now by calling the church 
office (618-877-6060) or email at stjohnucc2901gc@yahoo.com. The dinner will be served as 
drive-thru carry out only, however the Country Store will be back in full swing indoors, offering a 
quilt raffle, baked goods, jewelry, craft items, attic treasures, and more!  

 

Region 5 - Troy Friedens UCC will hold its 30th Annual Fall Sausage Dinner on Sun, Oct 2 
from 11:30 am - 4:30 pm at the church. Drive through only. Menu includes grilled pork 
sausage, sauerkraut, green beans, mashed potatoes and gravy and dessert. Bulk sausage 
available at the end of the event. Dinners are $12/plate. 

 

Grantfork UCC will hold its 52nd Annual Sausage Supper on Sat, Nov 12 from 2 pm - 7 
pm. It is drive through only. Menu includes homemade pork sausage, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, sauerkraut, green beans, and applesauce. Fresh or fried packaged sausage for sale at 
the end of the drive thru. Sponsored by the Grantfork UCC Men's Fellowship. All dinners $12. 

 

Region 8 - Trenton St. John UCC will hold its Wurstmarkt Dinner & Country Store on Sat, 
Oct, 1 from 9 am to 12 Noon. Country Store with homemade applesauce, pork sausage, and 
quilt raffle tickets for sale. Applesauce $4 a pint and $8 a quart; pork sausage $10 for 2 pounds; 
raffle tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5. On Sun, Oct 2 from 11 am to 3 pm they offer a drive-thru 
Wurstmarkt dinner of pork sausage, roast beef, mashed potatoes, gravy, sauerkraut, green 
beans and pie. Dinner $13 per meal. Drive thru will have two lines - one through the alley and 
the other through the city parking lot. Follow signs for directions. 

 

Lebanon St. Paul UCC will hold its 30th Annual Wurstmarkt Dinner on Sunday, Oct. 16 
from 11 am – 3 pm. Drive-thru only! Menu includes sausage, sauerkraut, real mashed 
potatoes, gravy, corn, applesauce, dessert (Chocolate Texas Sheet Cake or Gooey Butter 
Cake). All meals $13. All are welcome. 

 

Region 9 - Belleville Trinity UCC will hold their annual Halloween Trivia Spooktakular on 
Sat, Oct 8 in the church social hall. Doors open at 5:15 pm, play begins at 6 pm. Family-friendly 
costumes encouraged. Benefits Belleville Community Interfaith Food Pantry and the church’s 
wider missions. Contact debjovaag@aol.com. 

 

Job Opportunities - Friedens UCC in Marissa seeks part-time organist and/or pianist.  
Duties include playing organ and/or piano on Sundays for our 10am worship services as well as 
Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, mid-week Lenten services, and our Pre-
Lenten breakfast. Position includes 4 paid Sundays off (except for Easter) for vacation 
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time. Services normally consist of a prelude, 2-3 hymns, some short sung responses, and a 
postlude. To apply or for more information please contact Rev. Brett Palmer at 
marissafriedens@gmail.com or call the church office 618-295-2004. 

 

St John UCC in Fairview Heights seeks a part time Church Secretary. Duties include: 
answering the phone, process and distribute email and regular mail and ordering supplies as 
needed. Preparing the Sunday bulletin, the annual meeting reports, newsletter, coordinate the 
church calendar, keep Member contribution files updated in Church Windows and providing 
support to the Pastor and other ministries of the Church. A full job description will be provided at 
the interview. 9-12 hours weekly and should be familiar with Word and Excel. Contact the 
Church office at 618-660-8894 or email stjohnuccfairview@gmail.com.  

 

St. Paul United Church of Christ, Columbia is seeking a full-time Office and 
Communications Coordinator. The position includes management of the church office in 
coordination with pastor(s) and other staff, and oversight of all areas of communications. The 
successful candidate will have strong IT skills and knowledge of social media platforms, 
experience and proficiency with Microsoft Office suite, and know the basics of the church 
database ACS. The person we hire will have appreciation of church culture, be a self-starter, 
have good interpersonal skills, and be flexible with change. 
The salary range for this position is $48,000-$55,000. The position also includes health 
insurance and the pension and disability plan of the United Church of Christ. Send your resume 
to: jobs@stpaulcolumbia.org 

 

Belleville St. Paul UCC Vacancy-Organ and Piano Position - Areas of responsibility include 
excellent organ and piano offerings for all services and accompaniment for weekly choir 
rehearsals and other musical ensembles as needed. In consultation with the senior pastor, 
serve as a resource for family weddings and funerals. Compensation will be appropriate to the 
weekly job responsibilities, background/experience, and professional preparation of the 
applicant. Please send resume with three references to musicsearch@stpaulucc.org.  

 

Pinckneyville St. Paul UCC is in search for a Part-time Music Leader. This position requires 
excellent people skills in working with the Council, Pastor, Secretary, committees, and Sunday 
school teachers. Music skills include the ability to play a Wick’s two-manual pipe organ with 
pedals and piano. Good vocal skills are a plus but not required. The church does not have a 
choir but occasionally has special instrumentalists and vocalists. Church services are currently 
10 am - 11 am on Sundays. Special services include Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, Maundy 
Thursday, and two Easter services. Contact the church secretary at 618-357-8075.  

 

Two open positions at Troy Friedens UCC- Nursery Attendant and Director of Faith 
Formation. If interested, call 618-667-6535 or email friedens@friedensucc-troy.org. 

 

Music Ministry Director at Evangelical UCC in Highland, this position will promote 
leadership in developing and implementing the music ministries of the Church, and actively 
engage the congregation in worship through music. The Director serves as a resource to 
support, foster and coordinate the worship life of the congregation through congregational, 
choral, and special music. This is a part time position, averaging 15 hours per week. Scheduling 
is flexible and offers competitive compensation. Candidates can apply by sending their resume 
to office@evucc.org. Click here for details. 
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CONTACT US - YOUR OCWM MONIES AT WORK 
Please call before coming to the Conference Office or make an appointment with a staff 
member using the emails below. 
For the work of Conference teams and committees or search and call inquiries, contact Christy 
Pursell at cpursell@iscucc.org. 
For financial matters (in terms of your church's giving to the Conference or OCWM), contact 
Debbie Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org. 
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or Weekly 
Connection, contact Lynnette Schuepbach at lschuepbach@iscucc.org. 
For DuBois Center program information, contact Rylee Hodges-Stone at 618-787-2202 or 
program@DuBoisCenter.org. 
For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions, contact Julie 
Riechmann at 618-357-1809 or jriechmann@iscucc.org. 
To speak with the Conference Minister, contact Rev. Shana Johnson 618-882-8247 or 
sjohnson@iscucc.org. 

 

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and Illinois South Conference of the UCC 
Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ does not 
discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, or gender identity. To the 
extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, mental, emotional, medical, or dietary needs. 

 

  

 

Illinois South Conference Back Bay Mission CHHSM Deaconess Foundation  Deaconess Nurse Ministry 
 

DuBois Center Ecuador Partnership  Eden Theological Seminary Emmaus Homes Hitz Memorial Home 
 

Hoyleton Youth & Family LIFE Program Unleashing Potential  Pension Board-UCC St. John's Community Care 
 

UCC Insurance Board  Uplands Village  UCC Campus Ministry   Uni-Pres Kindercottage UCC Newsletter 
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