
 

 

August 23, 2022 
 

After forty years in the 
wilderness in which 
moment after moment, 
day after day, week after 
week, month after month, 
year after year, the people 
of God had experienced 
God’s provisions and 

power, they are still afraid. Just as they are at the cusp 
of entering the land God had promised them and their 
ancestors, the land described as flowing with milk and 
honey, they feel forsaken.  

In realizing the limits of his health and humanity, Moses 
tries to prepare the people that the time has come for 
him to pass on the baton of leadership. After what I 
imagine was a time of deep prayer and discernment, 
God makes known to Moses who his successor will be. 
Joshua, a young man of faith, has been chosen by God 
to take the people across the Jordan River and take 
possession of the promised land. God called Joshua to 
accompany the people of God in what was next for 
them.  

In the thirty-first chapter of the book of Deuteronomy, we 
can read the words of blessing, the words of the 
commission Moses gave to the people and Joshua 
himself. While we may recognize a few of the verses as 
motivational phrases that we have seen on plaques, t-
shirts, or mugs, in my mind there is something lost in 
translation if we don’t consider the context of why these  
 

 

Prayer list for  
Aug 28-Sept 3, 
2022 
Church & 
Pastors 
-Addieville Zion 
UCC, Rev. Bill 
Groennert (right)  

-Alhambra Salem UCC, Rev. 
Jeremy 
Wood & 
Pastor John 
(Marilee) 
Mindrup (left) 

People with Life Concerns  
-Please hold Rev. Jim & Lelynna 
Langdoc in your prayers as Lelynna 
deals with some health issues. 
Cards can be sent to her at 16640 
Cagan Orchard #122, Clermont, FL 
34714.  
-Keep Rev. Bill (Patti) Causer in 
your prayers. Rev. Causer has 
served several churches in ISC. 
Cards may be sent to 11315 N 
Presley Ln, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864.  
-Pray for Peace.  

 

words were being spoken.  

Consider these words of Moses in the presence of all Israel as he stands before them with Joshua 
by his side. “Be strong and courageous, for you must go with this people into the land that 
the Lord swore to their ancestors to give them, and you must divide it among them as their 
inheritance. The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave or forsake 
you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged." (Deuteronomy 31:7b-8) Moses speaks these words 
to a people who, in the beginning, questioned, denied, and resisted his leadership.  

They groaned and grumbled that Moses had brought them to the desert to die. While they 
insisted his leadership and guidance were so awful that they were better off as enslaved people 
in Egypt, Moses wrestled with God wondering why God had chosen him to lead such a 



complaining, stiff-necked people. Frustrated and forlorn, Moses would weep and pray, begging 
and bargaining with God to send someone else to lead them into the unknown. Each time, 
buoyed by the Spirit and power of God, Moses would return to face their questions and doubts 
with assurances of the countless ways God had provided for them before and would provide for 
them in the future. 

So, imagine the irony when Moses shares with the people that he has taken them as far as they 
can go, and the same people who have questioned, doubted, and fought his leadership were now 
saying, “But Moses, what will we do without you?” Imagine the irony of the accolades and praise 
they must have bestowed upon him knowing his departure was imminent after there were times 
when they wanted to overthrow him. Eventually, the people come around to trust in the fulness of 
the promises of God. They experience the provisional nature of God, like manna from heaven.  

Yet, Moses knew authentic leadership was never about him. The complaining nor the 
championing were never about him. The defeats nor the victories were never about him. The 
setbacks nor the successes were never about him.  

Moses was the one who had been called by God to work and enable them to carry God’s plans 
and purposes. And while I could imagine there was a twinge of disappointment in knowing he 
would not be the one to be a part of the next chapter of redemptive history, there was also a 
peace knowing Joshua would. Moses knew people come and go, and leaders lead for a season, 
not a lifetime; but the Lord's presence is everlasting.  

And so, it is true for us. It is true for the church. This is incredibly important to remember in times 
of leadership transition and change. Just as in the past, God has provided those who will 
accompany us on our faith journey; God will do so again in the times to come. Those called to 
serve, whether they be a Moses or a Joshua, do not do the work alone. It is the work of the whole 
people, directed and ordered by God.  

The assurance of Moses to the people of God then is still needed for the people of God now to 
remind us we are not alone, especially in times of transition and change. Remember this promise. 
Believe it. Trust it. And wait to be surprised at the ways God’s promises will continue to unfold. “Be 
strong and courageous…The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never 
leave or forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged." (Deuteronomy 31:7b-8)  

Dear friends, may it be so in your life and mine as well.  
Blessings, Rev. Shana Johnson, ISC Conference Minister 

 

The Amazing People of Illinois South Conference.... 
A service celebrating the ministry of Rev. Dr. Don Wagner was held on 
Sunday, August 14 at St. Paul UCC in Lebanon where Pastor Wagner 
has served for 29 years. The Quilters presented Don and Nancy (Don's 
wife) with a quilt depicting his love of farming as well as his ministry 
(photo below right). The music was melodious and marvelous. Pastor 
Don visited with the children and youth of St. Paul UCC and encouraged 
them to continue to wonder (photo below left). There was much to 
highlight about the Don's ministry, so the 

organizing team expected the service may run long. St. Paul UCC in 
Lebanon knows how to through a party. They 
provided snacks to sustain those who may need it 
(photo above left). There were moments of joy, 
tears, and laughter, a liturgy of farewell led by the 
ISC Committee on Ministry, and a touching 
blessing by Rev. Dr. Deb Krause, the President of 
Eden Theological Seminary. We congratulate 



Pastor Wagner for his outstanding service to St. Paul UCC and his dedication to Illinois South 
Conference and DuBois Center. May God richly bless this new season of life.  

 

   Disaster Response - Flood in East St. Louis 
Recently the Metro East area was flooded due to 
unusually heavy rains. East St. Louis residents’ 
suffering ranged from water in their basements to whole 
houses and cars being submerged in water. Many 
families lost everything. However, there was no loss of 
life. Some people had flood insurance, but many had no 
insurance at all. Help was slow to come from from Red 
Cross, FEMA, and United Way, but fortunately, The 
United Congregations of Metro East heard the cry of 
the people through their member congregations. Good 
Shepherd of Faith is a member of the organization. As 
a UCC pastor, Pastor Norma Patterson responded to 
the call for help. (Matthew 25) The church became a 
Donation Center for three weeks. We provided clothes, 

shoes, toiletries, food, sheets, towels, baby formula, pampers, adult diapers and medicine. Those 
are just a few of the items. We also provided Home 
Depot cleaning buckets filled with cleaning supplies. We 
gave $100.00 Visa gift cards to 220 families. We also 
gave $10.00 Walgreens gift cards to families who 
needed medicine. We would not have been able to do 
anything without our partners who felt compassionate 
and became supportive. Photo above left show victims 
shopping and right the many items donated to share with 
them. 
They are: The Deaconess Foundation, Richard and 
Johann Ellerbrake Foundation, Illinois South Conference 
Justice & Missions Team, Myra Gummersheimer, Good 
Shepherd of Faith UCC, Illinois Environmental Council 
for Justice, "We Are the People-STL Sasha Monk's 
Group (St. Louis, MO), Trinity United Methodist Church, 
and United Congregations of Metro East.  

 

 Registration is Open for Annual Meeting - October 15, 2022 
Church Delegates *** Clergy *** Visitors***Youth 

This year’s Annual Meeting will center on Love is Greater than 
Fear. We believe in this moment of our nation and world’s history, 
more than ever, people need to hear and experience the love of 
Jesus Christ. Our focus will be on how we can uniquely continue to 
tell and live out the story of Christ’s love through expressing love to 
neighbor, children, and creation to overcome fear. We hope to 

inspire you and your church to continue to tell and share Christ’s love, which has the power to 
impact and transform the Church and the world in a common purpose of creating a just world for 
all. 
"The Many," a musical group will inspire us with music and words.  
Click here to begin registration process as a lay delegate, clergy, visitor or youth. Click here for 
delegate materials as they come in.  

 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ejc5bsy9e02172d6&llr=df4cwbeab&showPage=true
https://iscucc.org/annual-meeting-2022-delegate-materials/


Did you know? - The Justice and Mission Team Answers  
Resources for Churches interested in Solar 
Guidance for getting information for your solar system, costs involved, and 
grants/renewable energy credits and financing require knowledge and experience from 
reputable installers. 
Here is a list of honest, knowledgeable, and experienced installers in southern 
Illinois. This is not an exhaustive list. There may be others, but these are the businesses 
that have worked with the Downstate Caucus of Clean Energy Jobs Coalition. They are 
not listed in any preferred order. 

• Shannon Fulton 
StraightUp Solar  
VP of Development  
309-830-5039  
shannon@straightupsolar.com 
Bloomington - St. Louis - Carbondale 

• Michelle Knox, Founder 
WindSolarUSA, Inc.  
217-825-4206 
michelle@windsolarusa.com www.windsolarusa.com   

• Grace Tedder 
EFS Energy 
grace.tedder@efsenergy.com  
1283 Research Blvd, St. Louis, MO 6313 
314-771-5131 
20 South Spring Street, Suite 2600, Springfield, IL 62704 
217-993-9801 

• Aurs Beck 
Founder and Chief Tech 
tech@aessolar.com 
AES Solar 
1804 Supply Rd, Carterville, IL 62918 
618-988-0888 
The Illinois Solar Energy Association, ISEA, has a good directory of installers   
Another directory is at NABCEP   
Written by Kay Ahaus for ISC Justice and Mission Team. 

 

 Godfrey Congregational UCC 
Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ 

Invite you to the Ordination of  John Pawloski 
Sunday, September 18, 2022 at 3 pm 

6104 Godfrey Road, Godfrey, Illinois 
Pastors who wish to participate should arrive at 2:30 pm and wear red stoles. 

 

Webinar for Awareness & Preparation for Active Shooter Event 
The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) invites you to join a two-hour 
security webinar to enhance awareness of and response to an active shooter event. 
Preparing employees for a potential active shooter incident is an integral component of an 
organization’s incident response planning. Because active shooter incidents are unpredictable and 

mailto:shannon@straightupsolar.com
mailto:michelle@windsolarusa.com
http://www.windsolarusa.com/
mailto:grace.tedder@efsenergy.com
mailto:tech@aessolar.com
https://illinoissolar.org/FindAProfessional
https://www.nabcep.org/best-solar-companies/


evolve quickly, preparing for and knowing what to do in an active shooter situation can be the 
difference between life and death. Every second counts. 
Click here for the flyer showing dates and links for the webinar opportunities. 

 

Department of Homeland Security Grants 
Nonprofit Security Grant Program: provides $250 million to support target hardening and other 
physical security enhancements for nonprofit organizations that are at high risk of a terrorist 
attack. This year, $125 million is provided to nonprofits in Urban Area Security Initiative-
designated areas, and $125 million is provided to nonprofits outside those designated urban areas 
located in any state or territory. Further information on preparedness grant programs is available 
at www.dhs.gov and http://www.fema.gov/grants.  

 

Eden Opening Convocation - August 30 
Students – Faculty- Staff – Board of Trustees – Contextual Education Supervisors 
– Congregations – Alumni – Families – this celebration is for you! Opening 

Convocation for Eden Seminary’s 173
rd
 academic year! The community gathers for 

this celebration to mark the beginning of the new academic year.  
Worship Leaders: 
Rev. Rebecca Turner, Christ Church UCC, Maplewood 
Rev. Monty Jackson, Christ Church UCC, Maplewood 
Attend on campus in the Wehrli Chapel of the Press Building (with COVID vaccination and 
masking). Attend via Zoom (register here for your link). Join via Facebook live 
at www.facebook.com/EdenTheologicalSeminary/  

 

 DuBois 6.0 Campaign Update 
We have received over $225,656 
for a total donation as of this 
edition. The donations have been marvelous and generous, and some 
churches and individuals have gone over and above. 
New (to us) Hay Elevator for the Barn 

The hay elevator at the barn isn't used weekly or even monthly. But when we need to load 
hundreds of bales of hay into the hay loft it is invaluable. Our old hay elevator had been on its 
last leg for a while - rotting tires, rusting supports, broken gears, etc. Our wonderful 
maintenance staff nursed it along for close to a decade. By the Fall of 2020, we decided it 
was time to look for a replacement before it fell apart completely. 
Steve McClay from our Outdoor Ministries Team offered to help us with the search. He 
monitored auctions and in February of 2021 found a used elevator that might 
work. Unfortunately, we were outbid this time around. Another possibility was found in July 
2021, but it would have needed too many repairs. This February, Steve won the bidding on a 
used hay elevator for camp! 
There is even more good news. Steve spoke with his church council, and they agreed to 
cover the cost (over $800) of the hay elevator and donate it to camp. Many thanks to Steve 
for his dedication and perseverance and to the members of Addieville Zion UCC for their 
support for DuBois Center! 

Camp Fare Dinner & Groundbreaking Celebration 
On September 17, 2022, you can be a part of celebrating the groundbreaking for Hillside 
Cottage and taste some of DuBois Center's favorite camp foods. Food will begin to be 
offered at 11 am using a fun menu of camper favorites. Then at 2 pm, everyone will have 
the opportunity to turn a shovel of dirt for DuBois' new Hillside Cottage. Come and eat, 

https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/cc4432ee-e1d1-4c1b-9fe4-364fb54fea4e.pdf?rdr=true
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MTcuNjIzODQwMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmRocy5nb3YifQ.XmSHxiyKCbdK2PwWZynZHAP-cgztUnmYUo-6ZD72pAE/s/1450794059/br/142705899737-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MTcuNjIzODQwMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZlbWEuZ292L2dyYW50cyJ9.MnM4rV0uZPm8nSpDWxvuDT3lpXplQrVS29Z8rbmoL-E/s/1450794059/br/142705899737-l
https://www.eden.edu/events/2022-opening-convocation/
https://www.facebook.com/EdenTheologicalSeminary/
https://www.facebook.com/EdenTheologicalSeminary/


walk the grounds, and/or groom the horses. The event is free but donations will be 
accepted on the day of the event for the meal. Please RSVP by September 12 to 
jriechmann@iscucc.org, so we can plan for food. 

 

Be a part of the Fall Festival:  Donate a Basket (Or Buy One), Volunteer, 
Promote the event, Sell your crafts, or Spend the day with us! 
This year's Fall Festival on Sunday, October 2, 2022, will run from 11 am to 5 
pm. Fun for the entire family! 
Silent Auction: 
DuBois's Fall Festival Basket Silent Auction needs donations for Sunday, October 2. Thank you to 
those who have already expressed plans to donate an upscale basket by contacting Audrey 
Hicks, audhicks@hotmail.com or 618-939-8673. Baskets valued for at least $50 with contents 
itemized should be brought to DuBois on Saturday, October 1 or before 11 am on Sunday, 
October 2 or to St. Paul UCC, Waterloo Monday-Thursday 9:00 am to 4 pm.  
All Ages Can Volunteer:  
Our Fall Festival is only possible because of the efforts of countless volunteers. Volunteer shifts 
can be as short as 30 minutes or as long as you want to help. If you’re interested in volunteering, 
email fallfestival@duboiscenter.org.  
All Churches Can Promote: 
If you would like to help promote the festival, promotional materials be in Weekly Connection and 
on the DuBois Center website. Any help to spread the word will be appreciated.  
Crafters/Makers: 
If you make and sell crafts or other handmade items consider getting a table for $20 or a booth for 
$45 to sell your wares. Apply online. For questions or more information, contact Fall Festival 
Vendor Coordinator, Susan, at fallfestival@duboiscenter.org.  

 

The UCC Church Building & Loan Fund invite 
you to attend a virtual training event on 
September 29 and 30 for Partners in Building 
(PIB) 2022. PIB is a multi-day training event, where leaders from congregations are invited to 
attend and engage in various informative presentations and workshops that are facilitated by UCC 
Church Building & Loan Fund. PIB connects pastors & other church leaders with information on 
how to repurpose, finance, and manage church-owned property through presentations and 
workshops. This year a few workshops include More Than You Can Ask Or Imagine - Visioning 
and Fundraising Campaigns; Construction, Cost and a Conductor - Partners In Vision and the 
Importance of a Project Manager; and Virtual is Not Going Anywhere - The Future of Hybrid. 
Tickets are $49, BUT use this special discount code - CBLF10 - to take $10 off before September 
1! Register here for the virtual event. 

 

Kindercottage Wish List - Here is what Kindercottage needs to provide services for their children. 
Please donate what you can. Plastic disposable cups (8 0z), Paper plates and plastic utensils, 
Garbage bags-Large, Paper towels, Bottled water. Bubbles for blowing, Sippy Cups, Freeze pops, 
Washable non-toxic paint, Paint brushes, Pretend foods, Play pots and pan set, Play cooking 
utensils, Balls (soccer balls are great to kick). 

 

Hoyleton Youth & Family Services Golf Classic '22 
Have fun playing golf with your friends and support the Hoyleton Youth & Family Services on 
Friday, September 16 at Tamarack Golf Course, 800 Tamarack Lane in Shiloh. Many 
sponsorship opportunities if you can't take the day away from work. $100 per person/$400 per 
team. Register online; call 618-688-4742; or email lselden@hoyleton.org. 

 

mailto:jriechmann@iscucc.org
mailto:audhicks@hotmail.com
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 UCC Presents Webinar How to Grow a Movement: Invest to End 
Racism on September 15, 2022, beginning at 6pm CDT. Join to find out 
more about historic Join the Movement Capital Campaign with co-chairs 
Otis Moss III, Naomi Washington-Leapheart, and Starsky Wilson sharing 
their visions of a church and a world moving toward fuller embodiments of 
racial justice. On the 59th anniversary of the 16th Street Baptist Church bombing in Birmingham, 
Alabama, which galvanized movements to end segregation and establish civil rights, we come 
together to remember and discover how our sharing of resources can fuel and grow our racial 
justice work today and for generations to come. Register here. 

 

 Back Bay Mission October Conference Invites Everyone to 'Make 
Good Trouble' Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, Miss., takes seriously its 
mission to strengthen neighborhoods, seek justice and transform lives 

through programs in education, empowerment, housing rehabilitation, and more. This year — as it 
celebrates its 100th anniversary — the CHHSM member has developed a new avenue for helping 
to fulfill that mission: its ‘Making Good Trouble’ Conference, to be held Oct. 13-16, 2022. Read 
more. 

 

The Walker Leadership Institute & LIFE at Eden: Leading a Missional Organization Online 
and in person! Held on Aug 27 from 8:30 am – 2pm CST  
Course Description: 
In this course, we will look at scripture, lessons in leadership from history, academic theory, 
examples from current missional organizations, and hands-on practical methods for leading 
organizations that are mission focused. The course covers vision, mission, and values as well as 
financial, human resources, technology, governance, and volunteer management practices for 
leading a mission-driven organization. Each student will produce a mission plan for an 
organization they are involved in or would like to create. 
About the Instructor: 
The Rev. Steve Lawler is the founding Director of the Walker Leadership Institute at Eden 
Theological Seminary in St. Louis. He works to extend the Institute’s mission of leadership for the 
common good through the Institute’s programming, presentations, and workshops. 
Ordained in the Episcopal church, Rev. Lawler served from 2001 to 2019 as the priest of St. 
Stephens & The Vine, a parish and community collaboration hub in Ferguson, Missouri. Register 
here.  

 

A Message from the Pension Boards for the Officers of the Church  
The following premium rates and plan enhancements for the 2023 plan year will be effective 
January 1, 2023. Our continued participation in coalitions sponsored by the Church Benefits 
Association help the health and pharmacy plans realize savings through the collective 
purchasing power with other denominations. 

• UCC Non-Medicare Plan: 8.5% Increase (no change to co-pays and deductibles) 
• UCC Pharmacy Plan: No change to co-pays 
• UCC Medicare Advantage Plan: 5% Increase 
• UCC Dental Plan: 4% Increase 
• UCC Vision Plan: 10% Increase 
• UCC Life and Disability Plan: No change 

The following benefit enhancements are also effective January 1, 2023: 
• UCC Dental Plan: Coverage for Lifetime Orthodontic Services increases to $2,000 
• UCC Vision Plan: Coverage of new eyeglass frames every year, with an allowance up to $170 

https://ucc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_T3Kok6y_QrKcy7O7E1fHDg?inf_contact_key=6fdb28fa495dd87a01784cc375a8a15b16358d5485884e2f31e6019a0d26c8b0
https://chhsm.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02700e3e3023bfcf6ea899166&id=3b571b643f&e=8d9aa67f77
https://www.eden.edu/events/leading-a-missional-organizations/


As is our customary practice, churches/employers and individual plan participants will receive 
detailed information later this summer with applicable rates and enhancements for 2023. 
For questions, contact floiacono@pbucc.org or 212-729-2806.  

 

What's Happening in Illinois South Conference 
 

Working with People Challenged by Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities 
Marine United Church of Christ invites you to a free presentation Sun, Aug 28, at 3 pm featuring 
Will Cook (Qualified Intellectual Disabilities Professional) on the topic of how to work with people 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Will has worked as a case manager at two CILA 
houses. He plans to speak for about 30 minutes and then take any questions that people might 
have. Marine UCC is located at 111 North Center St. in Marine. All are welcome. 

 

 Begin Collecting Now for Annual Meeting Offerings-Flyer  
DuBois 6.0 
DuBois Center will turn 60 in 2022, marking the year we took ownership of 
the land. While the first 60 years have been great, DuBois needs some 
maintenance and expansion to get ready for the next 60. We have met the 

initial goal, but we aren't done yet. You can bring offerings collected at your 
worship services and/or bring your personal offering. Click here for list of what DuBois 6.0 will 
accomplish. 
Noisy Offering 
Hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, typhoons…Victims of these natural disasters receive help from the 
UCC Disaster Ministries who work to provide initial responses and long-term follow-up by providing 
financial assistance & volunteer groups. See all of the ways Disaster Ministries can help your 
church and its congregation. Click here. 
Here’s the plan… 

• Each ISC church asks its members to donate small or large amounts of change during 
Sunday School, Sunday worship services or meetings prior to the Annual Meeting.  

• Bring a representation of the change collected to the Annual Meeting at St John UCC, 
Collinsville on October 15, 2022. (You can convert some of the change to dollars or one large 
check by taking the change to a bank. They will count it and exchange it for paper currency.)  

• Bring some of the offering as change in a container that can make some noise at the 
presentation at Annual Meeting.  

• Designate a representative from your church to present the money during specified 
times at Annual Meeting.  

 

Region 5 - Highland Evangelical UCC will host a Drive-Thru-Only Sausage Dinner on 
Saturday, September 17 from 3 pm to 7 pm. Menu includes1lb. of sausage, sauerkraut, mashed 
potatoes and gravy, green beans, and apple pie. Cost is $12 per meal. All are welcome.  

 

Region 7-The Addieville UCC Food Pantry, a second location of the Irvington 
UCC Food Pantry serving all of Washington County, will celebrate with its 
Ribbon Cutting, Open House and Informational Meeting on Sunday, August 
28 at 2:00 pm in the Addieville Zion UCC Fellowship Hall, 58 W 1st St in 
Addieville. Learn about their mission to feed those in need in Washington County 
and how you can help. Refreshments served. Everyone welcome. Bring canned 
goods to help stock the pantry. Click here for a flyer to spread the word. 
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Region 8 - 35
th
 Annual Biddleborn Schlachtfest/Wurstmarkt will be held on Sun, Sept 11 at 

the Trinity UCC in Biddleborn serving from 11 am to 4 pm. Buffet meal served in their 
pavilion. Menu includes grilled pork sausage, mashed potatoes, sauerkraut, green beans, corn, 
applesauce, milk gravy, and home-made dessert. Adults $15; Children 6-12 $6; Children 5 and 
under Free. Carry outs available. Country Store and meat sales. The Venedy Band from 12 pm – 
1:30 pm. The Ainad Brass Band from 2 pm – 3:30 pm. Free kids corner. Parking shuttles running 
all day. For more information, contact Dale Wojtkowski at 314-997-9682.  

 

 

Boundary Training - As part of clergy's covenant and standing with the ISC, they are required to 
attend Boundary Training every three years. Church leaders may also register if they choose to. 
The final ISC Boundary Training of the year will take place on Tuesday, August 30, 2022, via 
Zoom from 8:30 am - Noon. This training will be for active and retired clergy as well as interested 
church leaders. If interested in attending, contact Christy at cpursell@iscucc.org. She will then 
provide the meeting link and ID. Fees for the training are $20 for retired ISC pastors and $25 for 
active ISC pastors and/or church leaders. Fees for non-ISC pastors (those with standing outside 
of ISC) are $25 for retired pastors and $30 for active pastors. To register/pay, send a check 
payable to Illinois South Conference and noted for Boundary Training to 1312 Broadway, 
Highland, IL 62249 or call Christy at 618-420-2608 to make a payment by credit card.  

 

Job Opportunities-Friedens UCC in Marissa seek part-time organist and/or pianist.  
Duties include playing organ and/or piano on Sundays for our 10am worship services as well as 
Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, mid-week Lenten services, and our Pre-
Lenten breakfast. Position includes 4 paid Sundays off (except for Easter) for vacation 
time. Services normally consist of a prelude, 2-3 hymns, some short sung responses, and a 
postlude. To apply or for more information please contact Rev. Brett Palmer at 
marissafriedens@gmail.com or call the church office 618-295-2004. 

 

Pinckneyville St. Paul UCC is in search for a Part-time Music Leader. This position requires 
excellent people skills in working with the Council, Pastor, Secretary, committees, and Sunday 
school teachers. Music skills include the ability to play a Wick’s two-manual pipe organ with pedals 
and piano. Good vocal skills are a plus but not required. The church does not have a choir but 
occasionally has special instrumentalists and vocalists. Church services are currently 10 am - 11 
am on Sundays. Special services include Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and 
two Easter services. Contact the church secretary at 618-357-8075.  

 

Open Positions at Troy Friedens UCC ●   Nursery Attendant   ●  Director of Faith Formation 
If interested, call 618-667-6535 or email friedens@friedensucc-troy.org. 

 

Music Ministry Director at Evangelical UCC in Highland, this position will promote leadership in 
developing and implementing the music ministries of the Church, and actively engage the 
congregation in worship through music. The Director serves as a resource to support, foster and 
coordinate the worship life of the congregation through congregational, choral, and special music. 
This is a part time position, averaging 15 hours per week. Scheduling is flexible and offers 
competitive compensation. Candidates can apply by sending their resume to office@evucc.org. 
Click here for details. 

 

Belleville St. Paul UCC Vacancy-Organ and Piano Position - Areas of responsibility include 
excellent organ and piano offerings for all services and accompaniment for weekly choir rehearsals 
and other musical ensembles as needed. In consultation with the senior pastor, serve as a 

mailto:cpursell@iscucc.org
mailto:marissafriedens@gmail.com
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mailto:office@evucc.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/5bfdd031-bfdd-44cb-8f8d-70652a4bc05e.pdf?rdr=true


resource for family weddings and funerals. Compensation will be appropriate to the weekly job 
responsibilities, background/experience, and professional preparation of the applicant. Please 
send resume with three references to musicsearch@stpaulucc.org.  

 

CONTACT US - YOUR OCWM MONIES AT WORK 
Please call before coming to the Conference Office or make an appointment with a staff 
member using the emails below. 
For the work of Conference teams and committees or search and call inquiries, contact Christy 
Pursell at cpursell@iscucc.org.  
For financial matters (in terms of your church's giving to the Conference or OCWM), contact 
Debbie Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org.  
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or Weekly 
Connection, contact Lynnette Schuepbach at lschuepbach@iscucc.org.  
For DuBois Center program information, contact Rylee Hodges-Stone at 618-787-2202 or 
program@DuBoisCenter.org.  
For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions, contact Julie Riechmann 
at 618-357-1809 or jriechmann@iscucc.org.  
To speak with the Conference Minister, contact Rev. Shana Johnson 618-882-8247 or 
sjohnson@iscucc.org.  

 

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and Illinois South Conference of the UCC 
Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ 
does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, 
or gender identity. To the extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, 
mental, emotional, medical, or dietary needs. 

 

  

  

Important Links 
 

Illinois South Conference Back Bay Mission CHHSM Deaconess Foundation  
 

Deaconess Nurse Ministry DuBois Center Ecuador Partnership  
 

Eden Theological Seminary Emmaus Homes Hitz Memorial Home  
 

Hoyleton Youth & Family LIFE Program Unleashing Potential  
 

Pension Board-UCC St. John's Community Care UCC Insurance Board  
 

Uplands Village UCC Campus Ministry  Uni-Pres Kindercottage UCC Newsletter  
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