
 

 

June 14, 2022 
 

A Pastor's Viewpoint - Our Still-Speaking God 
There are times when the lectionary 
amazes me by having the perfect Scripture 
in the midst of a significant event. For 
example, the Sunday following the attack 
on the World Trade Center, when pastors 
everywhere were struggling with what to 
say from the pulpit, the lectionary texts 

included Psalm 46 which begins, God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble.  
In my small, rural, 99.9% white church, it is sometimes 
difficult for my congregation to connect with diversity and 
inclusivity. Some of them live in the house in which they 
were born or on the farm that has been in the family for 
several generations. However, we still find ways to do so 
and this year we have been utilizing “secular” 
celebrations to enhance our sacred worship. During Black 
History Month we included music and hymns from the 
African-American experience. In March, we lifted up 
worship resources by women.  
Recently, church leadership has begun discussions of 
exploring the journey to become Open & Affirming. As the 
only church in town that openly accepts and welcomes 
the LBGTQA+ community, we knew we wanted our June 
worship to reflect PRIDE month. 

As usual, I turned to the lectionary for June 12
th
 and once 

again, I was amazed by how well it fit into what I wanted 
to say. The gospel reading was from John 16 and I 
focused on verses 12-14 “I still have many things to say 

to you, but you cannot bear them now. 
13 

When the Spirit 
of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he 
will not speak on his own but will speak whatever he 
hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to 

come. 
14 

He will glorify me because he will take what is 
mine and declare it to you.” (NRSV)  
Jesus is stating he has a lot more he wants to tell them, 
to teach them, but they are not quite ready to hear or 
understand what he has to say. In the same manner, 
Scripture speaks to us in different ways and times. This is 
one of the cornerstones of the Protestant Reformation. 
When our Pilgrim ancestors in the faith sailed to the New 

Prayer list for  
June 19-25, 2022 
Church & Pastors 
-O'Fallon UCC, Rev. 
Dr. Martha Thierheimer 
(right) 

-Ohlman St. Paul's 
UCC, Rev. Dr. Steve 
(Debbi) Nance (left) 

Retired Pastor 
- Rev. Linda and Bob Coulson, 
Palm Coast, FL 

People with Life Concerns  
-Keep Rev. Shana Johnson, ISC 
Conference Minister, in your 
prayers as she begins an 
abbreviated Sabbatical until the end 
of July. Please avoid sending emails 
to her until she returns from her 
Sabbatical. Instead, contact Christy 
Pursell at cpursell@iscucc.org. 
-Please hold Rev. Jim and Lelynna 
Langdoc in your prayers as 
Lelynna deals with some health 
issues. Cards can be sent to her at 
16640 Cagan Orchard #122, 
Clermont, FL 34714.  
-Pray for Rev. Gus (Sue) Kuether 
as he heals from surgery. Rev. 
Kuether is a retired ISC pastor who 
served on many ISC teams and 
committees. Send cards to him at 
536 Pebble Brook Ln, Belleville IL 
62221. 
-Keep Rev. Bill (Patti) Causer in 
your prayers as he recovers from 
surgery. Cards may be sent to him 

mailto:cpursell@iscucc.org


World, their pastor, John Robinson, sent them off with 
these words: Perhaps the Lord has more truth and light 
yet to break forth out of his holy Word.   
In the earlier days of our nation, there were those who 
used Scripture to validate their belief in slavery and the 
subjugation of women. Eventually, new perspectives and   

 

at 11315 N Presley Ln, Mt. Vernon, 
IL 62864.  
-Pray for compassion, strength, and 
healing for those who have lost 
loved ones in the church shooting in 
Owo, Nigeria.  

 

understandings of Scripture brought about radical change. The goal of equal rights for all still 
eludes us but  we continue to press on towards the goal. 
Like African-Americans and women before them, those who belong to the LBGTQA+ community 
are under fire by people waving the Bible to support their prejudice and judgment. Perhaps 
because I’m a minister, I’ve had three friends who were reluctant to come out to me and a 
colleague who transitioned without sharing that information until much later. Through prayer and 
study, I began to explore the “gotcha” verses in order to become not only a friend but also an ally, 
which means I support and respect sexual diversity and challenge homophobic remarks and 
behaviors.  
I have stated on numerous occasions this country faces a bigger epidemic than Covid—that of 
rampant Biblical ignorance. I encouraged my congregation to take part in a fall Bible Study of what 
the Bible really says about homosexuality. The sermon, that day, ended with a call to lovingly 
accept all who are created in the image of God and welcome them as beloved children of God.  
Then came the moment of God’s amazing grace. As I was standing in the narthex, shaking hands, 
two visitors approached me with tears in their eyes. They introduced themselves as a gay couple 
who had been together for 30 years and shared how they had been hurt and wounded by other 
churches. This was the first time they felt welcomed and how wonderful it felt to be accepted and 
affirmed.  
Once again, I was blown away by how neatly the lectionary texts brought forth a message that 
needed to be preached and how our still-speaking God brought us together with new friends who 
rejoiced in the good news of the gospel. May the new light and understanding God continues to 
bring forth guide us in all we do. 
Blessings, Rev. Debbie Jo Atkins, Pastor & Teacher for Staunton St. Paul UCC 

 

 The Amazing People of Illinois South Conference... 
The children at Waterloo St. Paul UCC VBS decorated lunch bag notes which 
were dropped off at Senator Durbin's office and Congressman Bost's office by 
Carol Shanks when she was on Capitol Hill this past week talking with our 
Illinois legislators about domestic and world hunger. An excellent way to let the 
children feel a part of the conversation with adults. 

 

Lord, make me a channel of disturbance. 
Where there is apathy, let me provoke; 
Where there is compliance, let me bring questioning; 
Where there is silence, may I be a voice. 
Where there is too much comfort and too little action, grant disruption;  
Where there are doors closed and hearts locked, grant the willingness to listen.  
When laws dictate and pain is overlooked… 
When tradition speaks louder than need…grant that I may seek rather to do justice than to 
talk about it;  
Disturb us, O Lord. 
To be with, as well as for, the alienated; 
To love the unlovable as well as the lovely; 



Lord, make me a channel of disturbance. 
Author Unknown - Shared by the Justice & Mission Team  

 

 Donate to DuBois Center's Scholarship Fund 
Each year, DuBois Center serves hundreds of 
campers who are both part of our Illinois South 

Conference churches and our area neighbors. For some, attending camp would not be possible 
without the generous gift of a camp scholarship. Each week, campers enjoy countless activities 
including horseback riding, water mat play while swimming, gaga ball games, campfire cook-outs, 
and creek walks. They also have a chance to step away into nature, form lifelong friendships, and 
experience faith formation in a lasting and fun way. Simply put, camp changes lives through 
radical acceptance, risk-taking in a safe environment, and the chance to step away from busy 
lives, sports schedules, and all of the things that often distract our attention. 
Consider supporting the transformative power of camp this summer by donating to our scholarship 
fund. This allows us to continue to provide this needed space to our neighbors. You can mail 
checks to the office or consider an online donation. All funds designated to our scholarship fund 
will help us provide the camp experience to those who may not be able to experience it this 
summer otherwise.  

 

DuBois 6.0 Campaign Update 
We are approaching $177,000 for a total donated as of this publication. We thank 
everyone for being a part of this fantastic venture to build faith, capacity, and 
opportunities for the next 60 years. YOU can support DuBois 6.0! 

• How has your church or organization done creative fundraising? We'd like to 
hear your story. Send to lschuepbach@iscucc.org so we can share with the Conference. 

 

 Our 7th Rainbow Camp will be Saturday, August 13 from 9 am to 7 pm. This year, 
we're bringing back Rainbow Camp Plus, the optional overnight stay in Hickory Lodge on 
Friday night, August 12, which will start at 5 pm. We'll have all your favorite camp 
activities, including horseback riding, water games, canoeing, archery, fishing, crafts, and 

a whole lot more. Rainbow Camp is for Queer singles, couples and families, and our straight 
allies. Go to www.DuBoisCenter.org to register. Bring a friend and come join the fun! Click here for 
a flyer.  

 

Back Bay Mission Celebrates 100 Years  
Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, Mississippi, has been a 
UCC organization since 1922. This year they 

celebrate their 100
th
 year anniversary of serving the coast by helping low-income families fix their 

homes, help feed the homeless, establish places for them to live and get showers, and counseling 
to help them get back on their feet and into the work force. They have also helped with hurricane 
recovery from Camille, and Katrina and will continue to help if any new storms hit the coast.  
Back Bay Mission (BBM) is celebrating its 100-year anniversary with a capital campaign of 3.5 
million. This money will help with updating current buildings and computer systems, initiate some 
new counselling programs, add more staff, and build tiny homes for the homeless while in 
transition to their own homes. It will also put other projects into place for the future. 
Mark & Bonnie Westcott from Highland, Illinois, and advocates for Back Bay Mission, 
would love to come to your church for a mission moment during worship services or meet 
with you in a small group to share the future of BBM. You can also look at the BBM website 
for further information or to donate to this great organization. Click here. If you want more 
information, email Mark & Bonnie at blmwestcott@gmail.com.  

 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=CG7CX3MFDTTDN
mailto:lschuepbach@iscucc.org
http://www.duboiscenter.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/07a7df3a-38c8-4af2-9510-d5a9f0e9027d.pdf?rdr=true
https://thebackbaymission.org/goodtrouble/
mailto:blmwestcott@gmail.com


UCC Disaster Ministries is collaborating 
with our Partner Agency, Brethren Disaster 
Ministries-Rebuild in Waverly, 
Tennessee. There was a cancellation for the 
week of June 26 - July 2 and they are pleading 

for our help for volunteers during that week. (Photos of disaster 
right.) They can accommodate up to 14 volunteers. More 
information can be found at brethren.org. If you and/or your 
group are interested in that week or any other time, please 
contact Kim Gingerich, Program Assistant, at 
kgingerich@brethren.org or call her at 717-586-1874. The town 
of Waverly, Tennessee, was heavily damaged by a storm on 
August 21, 2021. Hundreds of homes were damaged, and 21 
persons died as a result of that storm.  

 

Looking for a Special Guest at your Church? 
If you'd like to try something new for your worship services or faith formation classes, United 
Theological Seminary might be able to help. United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities is 
blessed to have an extraordinarily gifted community of teachers and preachers. They have experts 
in social justice, theology and culture, theology and arts, spirituality, biblical interpretation, pastoral 
theology, and much more. Their United theologians would be happy to provide an educational 
session at your church or to take part in a worship service. To learn more about this opportunity, 
click on this link, contact our Vice President for Advancement, Cindi Beth Johnson, or reach out to 
faculty directly.  

 

 Uni-Pres Kindercottage Appoints New Board Members 
Mary Anne Jenkins, the daughter of an Evangelical and Reformed pastor, attended 
Granite City High School and received her B.S. degree in Education from Illinois State 
University. Now retired, her teaching experiences include Head Start, preschool, 
Kindergarten, first, fifth and sixth grades. She is a member of St. John’s United 
Church of Christ in Mascoutah where she serves on the Building and Grounds 
Ministry and is a member of the quilting group. She and her husband, William, have 
three daughters and two granddaughters. Her passion is to help children find their 

way and to aid them in that pursuit.  
Erin Beavers is an attorney and partner at The Gori Law Firm in Edwardsville 
and serves as Vice President of the Board for CASA of Southwestern Illinois. She 
is a member of the First Presbyterian Church in Edwardsville where she serves 
as an elder. She has served on the Session, chaired the Mission Outreach 
Ministries Committee, Nominating Committee, and Youth Ministry Committee. 
She has also served on a special task force for developing a playground and 
strategic planning. She lives in Edwardsville with her husband Tom, and their three school-aged 
children.  

 Rev. Phil Kershner has been the pastor at Marine United Church of Christ for over 
20 years. He received a teaching degree from Concordia Lutheran Teachers College 
in River Forest, Illinois, with majors in math and history, followed by a master's 
degree from Loyola. He taught math at Lutheran High School in South St. Louis for 
several years before hearing the call to the ministry and graduated from Eden 
Seminary in 2001. He and his wife have two adult daughters. Phil has been a friend 
of Brenda Crisp for many years and supports Uni-Pres Kindercottage in its mission to 
the community of East St. Louis.  

 

http://www.brethren.org/
mailto:kgingerich@brethren.org
https://www.unitedseminary.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/United-Theological-Seminary-Preachers-and-Teachers-Flyer-06-2022.pdf?bbeml=tp-8gEz_qiES0mtOS_ZLeDJkg.jcHzdfDv-mEySj7P6Fr2WAw.rdI8fIyG2t0uVgNcSFju8mg.lLBtreQAiD0eD8QHv6VCyUA
mailto:cbjohnson@unitedseminary.edu?subject=Preachers%20and%20Teachers%20query
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/7CDD7C70-FE3B-4C98-928F-B3FA16BD9603/r/7CDD7C70-FE3B-4C98-928F-B3FA16BD9603_231f8f74-b621-4bb7-9580-d712163bbc9a/l/B781B5E4-9454-4948-BA32-BA1F807647B4/c


ONA Webinar Sale 
During Pride month, three of our most popular webinars are on sale. For just $35, an unlimited 
number of members of your church can participate from their own computers or devices. ONA 101 
and ONA and the Bible are for congregations taking their first steps towards, or just curious about, 
an Open and Affirming Covenant. Bending Gender is for both ONA and not-yet ONA churches: 
with transgender and nonbinary Americans under attack in many states, it's time for congregations 
to understand how to welcome trans and nonbinary seekers into their congregations.  
ONA 101 – How an ONA Journey Can Revive Your Church 
Tuesday, June 21, 6 pm CDT 
This webinar explores how and why congregations can become ONA—in ways that do not divide 
but unite the church. Applying the basic ONA principles of “graceful engagement” and “covenant,” 
ONA 101 has helped hundreds of congregations successfully navigate through an ONA 
process. Register here.  
ONA and the Bible l- How Scripture Can Open Doors to an ONA Commitment 
Thursday, June 23, 6 pm CDT 
We'll examine the seven texts that are commonly used to condemn same-sex relationships, but 
these few verses shouldn’t control your church’s conversation about ONA. How can biblical values 
of covenant, relationship and discipleship be foundational for a successful ONA process? 
Churches adopt ONA covenants not in spite of, but because of the Bible. This webinar is also 
valuable for members of existing ONA churches who want to know the biblical basis of their 
congregation’s welcome and support for LGBTQ+ neighbors. Register here.  

 

What's Happening in Illinois South Conference 
 

Job Opportunities - St. John's Community Care is in search for a Director of Development, 
Marketing & Communications. A Bachelor’s Degree in Marketing is preferred; at minimum, 4 
years of experience in a related role in a nonprofit environment and skills in photography and video 
skills are a must. It is a salaried position working M-F 8:30-5:00 pm with a half hour lunch each day; 
must be flexible to accommodate after hours meetings and events. Starting wage at $40,000/year, 
negotiable commensurate with experience. Click here for more information. Apply to 
cstewart@stjohnscc.org with resume and cover letter.  

 

Open Positions at Troy Friedens UCC  
●  Cemetery Sexton        ●  Nursery Attendant        ●  Director of Faith Formation 

If interested, call 618-667-6535 or email friedens@friedensucc-troy.org  
 

Belleville St. Paul UCC Vacancy-Organ and Piano Position - Areas of responsibilities include 
excellent organ and piano offerings for all services and accompaniment for weekly choir rehearsals 
and other musical ensembles as needed. In consultation with the senior pastor, serve as a resource 
for family weddings and funerals. Compensation will be appropriate to the weekly job 
responsibilities, background/experience, and professional preparation of the applicant. Please send 
resume with three references to musicsearch@stpaulucc.org.  

 

Music Director at Evangelical UCC in Highland - EvUCC in Highland is looking for a Music 
Director who will be responsible for overseeing the directing, planning, and program development 
of the music of the Church. The Director serves as a resource to support, foster, and coordinate 
the worship life of the congregation through congregational, choral, and special music. The 
successful candidate will plan and lead relevant, meaningful, and engaging weekly worship music 
experiences. Contact 618-654-7459 or office@evucc.org for additional information.  

 

https://openandaffirming.networkforgood.com/events/43881-ona-101-how-an-ona-journey-can-revive-your-church?utm_campaign=dms_email_blast_1915674
https://openandaffirming.networkforgood.com/events/43978-ona-and-the-bible-how-scriptures-can-open-the-door-to-an-ona-commitment?utm_campaign=dms_email_blast_1915674
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/3d556499-a7bd-4c5c-b30c-5fbbd17855b1.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:cstewart@stjohnscc.org
mailto:friedens@friedensucc-troy.org
mailto:musicsearch@stpaulucc.org
mailto:office@evucc.org


Region 2 
Waterloo Zion UCC St. Joe will have its BBQ in the Waterloo Rural King parking lot on 
Saturday, June 18 from 10 am – 2 pm or when sold out. Menu includes pork steaks, brats, 
hamburgers, hot dogs and sides.  

 

Vacation Bible Schools 
June 19-23; 6 pm - 8 pm; Granite City St. John UCC; Knights of North Castle: Quest for the King’s 
Armor  
June 20-24; 8:45 am - Noon; Mascoutah St. John UCC; Monumental  
June 24 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm and June 25 9 am - 11:30 am; Belleville Concordia UCC; HayDay  
June 25; 9 am - 3:30 pm; Co-hosts Nashville St. Paul's UCC & Plum Hill St. John's UCC at 
Nashville St. Paul UCC; Camp Out - Getting S'more of Jesus  
June 26 (10 am), June 28-30; 6 pm - 8 pm; New Hanover Zoar UCC; Food Truck Party: On a Roll 
with God  
June 27-30; 6 pm - 8 pm; Belleville St. Paul UCC & Belleville Trinity UCC; Food Truck Party: On a 
Roll with God  
June 27-30; 9 am - 11 am; Staunton St. Paul UCC; Monumental: Celebrating God’s Greatness  
June 28-30; 9 am - Noon; Lebanon St. Paul UCC hosted at First UMC, 603 W. St. Louis St., 
Lebanon; HayDay  
July 5-8; 5:30 pm - 8 pm (dinner & snack); Centralia St. Peter UCC; Food Truck Party: On a Roll 
with God  
July 11-15; 9 am - Noon; Collinsville St. John UCC; Food Truck Party: On a Roll with God  
July 11-15; 6 pm - 8 pm; Red Bud St. Peter UCC; Food Truck Party: On a Roll with God  
July 12; 9 am - 3 pm; St. Jacob UCC; Making a Big Splash with Jesus  
July 18-21; 6:30 pm - 8 pm; New Athens St. John UCC; Food Truck Party: On a Roll with God  
July 18-22; 9 am - noon; Fieldon UCC  
July 24-28; 6 pm - 8:30 pm; Carlinville St. Paul UCC  
July 25-29; 9 am - 11:30 am; New Baden Zion UCC; Rocky Railway  
Aug 7, 14, 21, 28, Sept 4, 11; 9:15 am - 10:00 am; Alhambra Salem UCC, SonHarvest County 
Fair   

 

CONTACT US - YOUR OCWM MONIES AT WORK 
Please call before coming to the Conference Office or make an appointment with a staff 
member using the emails below. 
For the work of Conference teams and committees or search and call inquiries, contact Christy 
Pursell at cpursell@iscucc.org.  
For financial matters (in terms of your church's giving to the Conference or OCWM), contact 
Debbie Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org.  
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or Weekly 
Connection, contact Lynnette Schuepbach at lschuepbach@iscucc.org.  
For DuBois Center information, contact Hayley Elliott at 618-787-2202 or 
director@DuBoisCenter.org.  
For DuBois Center program information, contact Rylee Hodges-Stone at 618-787-2202 or 
program@DuBoisCenter.org.  
For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions, contact Julie Riechmann 
at 618-357-1809 or jriechmann@iscucc.org.  
To speak with the Conference Minister, contact Rev. Shana Johnson 618-882-8247 or 
sjohnson@iscucc.org. Rev. Shana Johnson is on an abbreviated sabbatical until the end of July.  
Hold off sending emails to her until she returns from her sabbatical.    
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Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and Illinois South Conference of the UCC 
Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ 
does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, 
or gender identity. To the extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, 
mental, emotional, medical, or dietary needs. 

 

  

  

Important Links 
 

Illinois South Conference Back Bay Mission CHHSM Deaconess Foundation  
 

Deaconess Nurse Ministry DuBois Center Ecuador Partnership  
 

Eden Theological Seminary Emmaus Homes Hitz Memorial Home  
 

Hoyleton Youth & Family LIFE Program Unleashing Potential New Athens Home  
 

Pension Board-UCC St. John's Community Care St. Paul's Sr. Community  
 

UCC Insurance Board Uplands Village UCC Campus Ministry  Uni-Pres Kindercottage  
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