
 

 

May 3, 2022 
 

Unexpected Gifts 
Remind Us to Send the 
Gift, Send the Card, 
Make the Call, and Be a 
Blessing 

This week I received an 
unexpected gift at my 
office. A member from 
one of the churches in our 
Conference sent it. It is 

someone I have seen and spoken with only a few times. 
It wasn't my birthday or a special occasion, so I wasn't 
sure why I was receiving the box that contained a 
beautifully knitted prayer shawl carefully wrapped in 
tissue paper.  

The personal note enclosed touched my soul deeply. 
The person wrote that they had knitted the shawl, 
especially for me, with love and prayers. They 
expressed their gratitude for my ministry and my articles 
in this weekly newsletter (which made my heart sing as I 
often wonder if it is worth taking the time to write 
something each week). The shawl will forever be a 
treasured sign of this person's blessing, an act of 
appreciation and affirmation.  

This gift made me think of all the times I have thought of 
sending someone something unexpectedly just because 
I thought of them. The times I thought about sending a 
card to express my awe, gratitude, support, or 
congratulations. The times I thought about picking up 
the phone to tell someone that they kept coming to my 
mind, and I have been praying for them. I thought about 
such things, but often I did not follow through.  

This unexpected gift reminded me to pay attention when 
I feel the Spirit's nudging. May you have had those times 
too when you thought about it but didn't act on it. Dear 
friends, send the gift, send the card, make the Call, and 
be a blessing.  
Blessings, Rev. Shana Johnson 
ISC Conference Minister 

  

 

Prayer list for  
May 8 - 14, 2022 
Church & Pastors 
-Marine UCC, 
Rev. Phil 
(Sandee) 
Kershner 
(below) 

-Marion Zion UCC, 
Rev. John (Sara) 

Holst (left) 
Retired Pastors 
- Rev. Louis Fluck, 
Marion, IL 

  

 

Prayer list for  
May 15 - 21, 2022 
Church & Pastors 
-Marissa Friedens 
UCC, Rev. Brett 
(Carolyn) Palmer 
(right) 

-Mascoutah 
St. John UCC, 
Rev. Hugh 
(Bo) Fitz (left) 

Retired Pastors 
- Rev. Libby and Jane Feagans-
King, Springfield, IL. 

People with Life Concerns  
-Please pray for the family and 
friends of Rev. Ron Eslinger. Ron 
died on Sunday, April 17. Ron was 
an ordained UCC minister who 
served as a parish pastor, interim 
pastor, and Conference Minister in 



Love Is Greater than Fear 
The Annual Meeting will be 
held on Saturday, October 15, 
2022, hosted by the Collinsville 
St. John UCC. The theme for 
2022 is Love > Fear. The theme 
is borrowed from one of the 

songs by The Many, the featured artists and musical 
group that will inspire us with their message within their 
music and lyrics. The scripture verse inspiring our 
Annual Meeting is 1 John 4:16b, 18-21 NRSV. You may 
read more about The Many on their website. 
We have a room block for those wishing to stay 
overnight at the DoubleTree in Collinsville. When making 
reservations, refer to ISCUCC to receive the group rate 
of $139. Deadline for the room block rate is September 
14, 2022. Call 618-345-2800. 

  

 

Pastors' Retreat Postponed 
The Local Church Ministries Team knows the importance 
of offering time away for pastors but are now unable to 
hold the retreat as planned in mid-May. However, the 
LCM team is planning a retreat in the Fall. LCM team 
hopes you will join them then. Watch your email inbox 
and the Weekly Connection for Fall dates. 

 

the Illinois South Conference from 
1995-2001. Most recently Ron also 
served as an Annuitant Visitor for 
the Pension Boards of the United 
Church of Christ. Ron is survived by 
his dear friend, Jean Stuit, and his 
children Elise and Evan. Services 
are being planned for May 7 at 
Plymouth Church in Des Moines, 
Iowa. Cards and condolences can 
be sent to Jean Stuit, 6815 
Oakwood Dr, Urbandale, IA 50322-
1890 and Elise Eslinger and Don 
Perkins, 803 Thye Parkway, 
Northfield, MN 55057 and Evan 
Eslinger and Carrie Robertson, 
12618 Pawnee Ln, Leawood, KS 
66209. Click here for a full obituary.  
-Pray for Rev. Gus (Sue) Kuether 
as he heals from surgery. Rev. 
Kuether is a retired ISC pastor who 
served on many ISC teams and 
committees. Send cards to him at 
536 Pebble Brook Ln, Belleville IL 
62221.  
-Pray for peace in the world.  

 

Celebrate the Retirement of Pastor Thomas E. Ellison 
Sunday, May 29, 2022 

St. Mark UCC, DuBois, Illinois 
Worship Service at 10:00 am 

Retirement luncheon and reception will be held following worship service at 
the Terry Deering Community Center located in the DuBois Village Park from 
12:00 pm to 1:00 pm. Please RSVP by May 10 to Rosemary Johannes at 
618-521-8817 or rosemaryjohannes@gmail.com. 

The Amazing People of Illinois South Conference... 
Congratulations and Thanks to ISC churches who have taken up the mission to help the Ukraine 
Relief Fund through ISC or UCC. If your church has participated in this mission, we'd like to share 
ideas with other churches. 
Here are ISC churches which have taken on this mission. 

• Highland Evangelical UCC - $3,099 
• Alhambra Salem UCC voted to take $9,304 from their Mission Fund to match the $9,304 

given by members of the church for a total donation of $18,608 
Thanks for your generous gift and a humanitarian blessing. 

 

Hike & Bike 2.0 for Hoyleton Youth & Family Services is scheduled for May 7 
beginning at 8:30 am CDT. You have the choice of three runs. 5K, 10K or half 
marathon through the picturesque country and historic Maeystown Village. The 

https://www.themanyarehere.com/
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/ronald-eslinger-obituary?id=34357348
mailto:rosemaryjohannes@gmail.com


course has some hills and amazing views! Take time after the run to take in the historic village. The 
money will support the funds needed to provide specialized programs that help their kids 
experience some of the joys of being a kid! Your support also supports the local community that 
make this event possible. Register here.  

 

Nature Photography Retreat at DuBois Center-
May 13-14 
Instructors - Marty Kemper & Brady Kesner 
Come take in nature’s beauty in spring! This retreat is 
during spring wildflower season and spring bird 
migration, and it features both a professional nature 

photographer, Brady Kesner (right), and a biologist /birder, Marty Kemper 
(left) to guide your photos. 
DuBois Center is a 308-acre camp with two lakes, unique plant biodiversity and beautiful 
wildlife. It is located approximately 1 hour east of St. Louis, Missouri and 1 hour north of 
Carbondale, Illinois. Seasonally, we’ve found buffalo clover, cream wild indigo, prairie aster 
and many other plants on the grounds that are rare, or rare for our area. In addition, more 
than 150 species of birds either live at or migrate through camp. Click here for a brochure. 
Click here to find out more and to register. 

 

“7 Suggestions” to Prepare for a New Settled Pastor or Care for Your Current Pastor 
With many transitions happening in the ISC churches, it seemed like a good time for sharing ideas 
to prepare for a new pastor or to care for your current settled pastor. Here are a few. 

1. Pray for your new pastor. 
2. Send your new pastor a note or email of welcome. 
3. Mention your name to the new pastor when talking to him/her. It will take time for the new 

pastor to get to know everyone. 
4. Embrace the uniqueness of your new pastor. 
5. Be prepared to follow. 
6. Give your pastor permission to fail. 
7. Speak positively about your new pastor both publicly and privately. 

 

Reflecting on 
Outdoor Ministry 
As a member of the 
Outdoor Ministry 
Association of the UCC’s board of directors, I had an opportunity to 
travel to Tower Hill Camp and Retreat Center last week for our annual 
board meeting. As a person responsible for creating inclusive camp 
communities, sometimes, I forget how transformational it is to be a part 
of such a community. Often, those of us who have gone into this work in 

a year-round or full time capacity don’t get to experience the magical moments that camp 
creates. As we reflected together on what makes camping ministry transformational and relevant, 
I got to experience many moments that reminded me of the sacredness of this work and the 
importance of belonging. And, I was reminded once more how the people of Illinois South 
Conference have taken part in many big ways in preserving and extending this vital ministry. To 
name a few: 

1. After COVID-19 shut down camp for more than a year, the people of Illinois South and our 
Outdoor Ministry Team worked tirelessly with me last year to get to a place where we could 
reopen for our summer camping season. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001put6WYgXpswOSIzj3WvaZwGVZqSjOlJbBkoYBH8pWaTbTUCtBYiFnA0BryZQYZ8fiJJtVJfME7orcvTowyz4isB5YswFHFhOdOUUtypm9N9mRAg--MEN5SvwXwBQd0SzHw6ov3vsTck-eZhK0Hyk41MOaP2ODwDilfri7MutGWZdHUPL4Hz4C9n6UW6D1aKt&c=PbEOqgapULH3I47k9ZsognHoDyNIDUMxAbaGU5eOjysPnmKa8qwA1g==&ch=BPsNV01TPDbH3aOdxXLWnzQEsJT0mnYh6MmbNsjYc7UaJyVI5GVHLA==
https://iscucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/2022-Nature-Photography-Retreat-BrochureFinal.pdf
https://duboiscenter.org/retreats/dbc-retreats/


2. We have raised more than $165,000 toward our $225,000 goal for DuBois 6.0. At a time 
when many churches are choosing not to invest in their camps, we are fixing deferred 
maintenance, adding capacity, and increasing programming offerings.  

3. Our teams have worked tirelessly to write new health center policies to ensure full 
compliance with camp standards and best practices.  

4. Each day, we work collectively to build more inclusive practices. We are actively living into 
our commitments of hospitality, welcome, and inclusion as UCCers.  

It is a gift to be a part of a team that sees the value in camping ministry. Thank you for all of the 
ways you stay involved with DuBois Center and the work of the wider church.  

 

We Are Still Hiring 
We still need to fill several spots for counselors this summer! Our counselors are competitively 
paid and room and board is provided. Our 10 day paid staff training has been revamped to provide 
real-world skill building and leadership opportunities. And, with a record number of registrations, 
there’s never been a better time to be a part of the ministry of DuBois Center. Please contact 
Rylee at program@duboiscenter.org or Hayley at director@duboiscenter.org SOON as spots for 
counselors will fill up quickly! WE WANT YOU to be part of our summer ministry!  

 

Meet Our Summer Leadership Staff 
Summer Barn Coordinator – Catie Goetter (Simba) 
My name is Catie and my camp name is Simba. My 
pronouns are she/her. In the real world I teach 3rd grade in 
Triad. This year, I adopted a cat named Oliver who is more 
like a dog than a cat. I spend a lot of time at camp outside of 
summer - hosting and with the horse team. A fun fact about 
me is that I just went to my first Blues game this season and 

I’m in love. I am SO excited to be the summer barn coordinator again this summer and try out so 
many new specialty activities for our horse camps this summer. 

 

Summer Unit Coordinator – Leah Hill (Kermit) 
I’m Kermit and my real name is Leah, although sometimes I forget 
I have a real name. My pronouns are she/her. I just graduated with 
a Bachelors in Social Work and I am starting my master’s in social 
work in the fall. After I get my master’s, I want to do school social 
work which also means I could work at camp forever! I love 
drawing, spicy food, video games, and hanging out with my dog! 

Camp is my favorite place in the world and just as I looked forward to coming every 
year as a camper, I am even more excited as summer staff! Yee haw!  

 

DuBois 6.0 Campaign Building Faith, Building Capacity,  
Building For The Next 60 Years Goal - $225,290 

DuBois Center will turn 60 in 2022, marking the year we took ownership of the land. 
While the first 60 years have been great, she needs some maintenance and 
expansion to get her ready for the next 60. This treasure is the heart of the Illinois 
South Conference, where thousands of campers have experienced God and creation 
over the past six decades. Some found their calling to ministry there. Others found 
summer after summer of fun and friendship. Think of the retreats, the worship, the 
secrets shared and the children’s laughter. So much life has occurred under the 
rustling leaves at DuBois Center. Now it’s time for us to prepare for the next 60 

years, by improving what we have and getting ready for the future. To donate, click here.   
 

mailto:program@duboiscenter.org
mailto:director@duboiscenter.org
https://iscucc.org/dubois-6-0-campaign/


Aged to Perfection - Older 
American Month 
May is Older American Month. 
St. John's Community Care will 

celebrate with an Older American Worship Service on Tuesday, May 17 at 11:00 am at St. John's 
Community Care in Collinsville. A luncheon in St. John's Faith Hall will follow the service with 
entertainment by the Nitpickers. All are welcome! Please RSVP to 618-344-5008 by May 11, 
2022. Click here for a flyer. 

 

St. John's Community Care - Memory Cafe is held every Wednesday in May from 1:30 pm - 
2:30 pm via Zoom on May 4, 11, 18, and 25. There is no cost to attend but registration is required. 
The Memory Cafe concept benefits the person living with mild cognitive impairment, early-stage 
Alzheimer’s or other dementia, and their care partner by providing a way to socialize with 
compassionate people in a safe, understanding, and relaxed atmosphere. This setting provides 
attendees a way to interact and connect with others who are sharing a similar journey. If you 
would like to join the Zoom Online Memory Cafe, email Gail at gshaw@stjohnscc.org. She will 
send you information and an invitation to join this fun group. Click here for a flyer. 

 

The Lombard Mennonite Peace Center offers four more sessions of Mediation Skills Training 
Institute for Church Leaders (MSTI) scheduled for 2022: May 9-13 (online), June 13-17 (in person 
in Fort Mill, SC), August 1-5 (in person in Glen Ellyn, IL), November 14-18 (in person in Phoenix, 
AZ). The session in Arizona will be held at the Franciscan Renewal Center; since lodging and all 
meals are included, the tuition for that particular session is somewhat higher.  
Groups that will find this workshop beneficial are pastors, interim pastors, lay leaders, judicatory 
leaders, denominational officials, church consultants, administrators, managers and supervisors, 
college and seminary students, attorneys, and community mediation center staff and volunteers. 
Click here for a brochure.  
They also encourage those who experience financial hardship to fill out the attached scholarship 
application form, by which they award up to a 50% discount ($375) specifically for the session in 
June in Fort Mill, SC. 

 

What's Happening in Illinois South Conference  

Salem UCC's Women's Guild has created Recipes from the Heart, a cookbook that is a 
combination of the first cookbook, published in 1977, the second cookbook, published in 1993, 
and several hundred more recipes, totaling almost 1200 recipes. It's a great idea for Mother's Day. 
Cost is only $15. To purchase a cookbook, contact 618-488-3215.  

 

Vacation Bible Schools 
May 31 - June 3; 9 am - Noon; Waterloo St. Paul UCC, Food Truck Party: On a Roll with God  
June 6-10; 9 am - Noon; Highland Evangelical UCC; Make Waves  
June 6-10; 8:30 am - 11 am; Okawville St. Peter's UCC; Food Truck Party: On a Roll with God  
June 6-10; 8:30 am - 11:30 am; Valmeyer St. John UCC; Making Waves  
June 6-10; Columbia St. Paul UCC; Food Truck Party: On a Roll with God  
June 7-9; 6:30 pm - 8 pm; Co-hosts:Trenton St. John UCC & First United Methodist Church but 
held at 3324 Old Rte 50 in Trenton; Knights of North Castle  
June 7-9; 6 pm - 8 pm; Troy Friedens UCC; Discovery on Adventure Island  
June 20-24; 8:45 am - Noon; Mascoutah St. John UCC; Monumental  
June 25; 9 am - 3 pm; Nashville St. Paul UCC 
June 27-30; 6 pm - 8 pm; Belleville St. Paul UCC & Belleville Trinity UCC; Food Truck Party: On a 
Roll with God  

https://stjohnscc.org/older-american-month-may-2022/
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/e8b9a089-e38f-4c1b-b349-aea2413dbfe7.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:gshaw@stjohnscc.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/adc590da-da53-45f6-a9a8-e1d19354c1c1.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/7050aeb0-7214-4a2c-8523-11bbf5ab5d6e.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/6e03235e-d0d6-432e-9e7b-0bc007983474.pdf?rdr=true
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https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/c48c5cae-cb0c-4079-bf11-fd76868800da.pdf?rdr=true


June 28-30; 9 am - Noon; Lebanon St. Paul UCC hosted at First UMC, 603 W. St. Louis St., 
Lebanon; Hayday  
July 11-15; 9 am - Noon; Collinsville St. John UCC; Food Truck Party: On a Roll with God  
July 11-15; 6 pm - 8 pm; Red Bud St. Peter UCC; Food Truck Party: On a Roll with God  
July 12; 9 am - 3 pm; St. Jacob UCC; Making a Big Splash with Jesus  
July 18-21; 6:30 pm - 8 pm; New Athens St. John UCC; Food Truck Party: On a Roll with God  
July 25-29; 9 am - 11:30 am; New Baden Zion UCC; Rocky Railway  

 

Region 2 
Dupo Christ UCC will hold its WurstMarkt Sausage Dinner on Sat, May 21 from 11 am - 3 
pm at the church. Carry out or dine in at outdoor seating. Menu includes pork sausage, 
sauerkraut, mashed potatoes & gravy, green beans, corn, applesauce, and cake. Adults $12; 
Children 5 - 11 $6. 

 

Region 3 
Collinsville St John UCC will host a Rummage Sale on May 4 - 6 at 
307 W Clay St, Faith Hall. Times are May 4 – Pre-admission at 4 pm for $10; from 5 pm - 7 pm 
for general public; May 5 from 9 am – 3 pm; May 6 from 9 am -11 am. 

 

Region 5 
The St. Jacob UCC will host the 38th Annual Strawberry Festival on Sunday, May 15 from 
10 am - 4 pm (Rain or Shine). It will be held outside and features a Farmers Market, 
crafts/vendor, raffle, kids' activities, bounce houses, great strawberry desserts. The festival 
attracts people from throughout the local area. They are currently looking for vendors. Space is 
pre-marked 15' x 15' area. 

 

Breese St John’s UCC will hold a white elephant sale on Friday, May 13 from 9 am – 5 pm 
and on Saturday, May 14 from 8 am until noon. Items to be sold include household items, 
kitchen items, furniture, and lawn and garden items and other miscellaneous things. It will be 
held in the courtyard of the church and in the garage and fellowship hall. Address is 200 North 
Main, Breese. There will be something for everyone! 

 

Region 9 
Belleville Concordia UCC will hold its Annual Chicken Dinner on Sunday, June 5 from 11 
am - 3 pm. Dine-in or carry-out. Adults $12; Children from 5 - 10 years $6; Children under 5 
years Free. 

 

Free - 1976 Wurlitzer Organ & Bench 
It has the rhythm section (ie rock, waltz, Latin, swing, march, etc...) Gently used but a 
couple of keys could use some tweaking. Height: 36” without removable music rack 
which adds 8”. Width: 40”. Depth: 20” without bench. Free for anyone who is 
interested. Contact Diane Grohmann at 618-792-1185. Moving the organ is the 

responsibility of the person receiving it.  
 

Job Opportunities 
Columbia St. Paul UCC is searching for an Office Coordinator. High School graduate with two 
years experience preferred. Must be proficient in Microsoft Office 365. Attributes should include 
self-motivation, competency with good organizational skills and be able to interact pleasantly with 
people. Part-time position, 27 hours per week. Wage commensurate with experience. Reply to: 
jobs@stpaulcolumbia.org. 

 

mailto:jobs@stpaulcolumbia.org


Belleville St. Paul UCC Vacancy-Organ and Piano Position  
Areas of responsibilities include excellent organ and piano offerings for all services and 
accompaniment for weekly choir rehearsals and other musical ensembles as needed. In 
consultation with the senior pastor, serve as a resource for family weddings and 
funerals. Compensation will be appropriate to the weekly job responsibilities, 
background/experience, and professional preparation of the applicant. Please send resume with 
three references to musicsearch@stpaulucc.org.  

 

CONTACT US - YOUR OCWM MONIES AT WORK 
Please call before coming to the Conference Office or make an appointment with a staff 
member using the emails below. 
For the work of Conference teams and committees or search and call inquiries, contact Christy 
Pursell at cpursell@iscucc.org.  
For financial matters (in terms of your church's giving to the Conference or OCWM), contact 
Debbie Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org.  
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or Weekly 
Connection, contact Lynnette Schuepbach at lschuepbach@iscucc.org.  
For DuBois Center information, contact Hayley Elliott at 618-787-2202 or 
director@DuBoisCenter.org.  
For DuBois Center program information, contact Rylee Hodges-Stone at 618-787-2202 or 
program@DuBoisCenter.org.  
For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions, contact Julie 
Riechmann at 618-357-1809 or jriechmann@iscucc.org.  
To speak with the Conference Minister, contact Rev. Shana Johnson 618-882-8247 or 
sjohnson@iscucc.org  

 

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and Illinois South Conference of the UCC 
Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ 
does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, 
or gender identity. To the extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, 
mental, emotional, medical, or dietary needs. 

 

  

  

Important Links 
 

Illinois South Conference Back Bay Mission CHHSM Deaconess Foundation  
 

Deaconess Nurse Ministry DuBois Center Ecuador Partnership  
 

Eden Theological Seminary Emmaus Homes Hitz Memorial Home  
 

Hoyleton Youth & Family LIFE Program Unleashing Potential New Athens Home  
 

Pension Board-UCC St. John's Community Care St. Paul's Sr. Community  
 

UCC Insurance Board Uplands Village UCC Campus Ministry  Uni-Pres Kindercottage  
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