
 

 

April 19, 2022 
 

Faith of the Forest 
As I was driving into 
work today, I was 
musing at the 
awakening of spring. 
Daffodils lined the 
outer edge of the 

woods while red bud trees and Bradford pear 
brought color into the row of brown tree 
trunks. Ever so lightly, the green was barely 
visible on several of the trees. Just a faint 
reminder that spring was on the horizon. I 
questioned myself, “How does nature know 
that, even though it is still 39 degrees, it is 
time to wake up and share their bounty with 
the world?” My next thought is, “They must 
have faith!” Faith that their urge to reawaken 
is the best thing to do for themselves and the 
world. Faith that the warmth of summer is 
coming, even if it isn’t here yet. Faith that if 
they do not reawaken, they will be stuck in 
the dormant state forever. 
I want such faith. Faith of the forest. Faith 
that God has created a system that allows 
me the time to be dormant and the time to 
reawaken. Faith in God that my reawakening 
will be best for me and the world. Faith that 
the period of growth for me is still coming. I 
want the faith of the forest for all of us. 
Blessings, Lynnette Schuepbach, ISC 
Communications Coordinator 

  

 

The Amazing People of Illinois South 
Conference... 
Congratulations and Thanks to ISC churches 
who have taken up the mission to help the 
Ukraine Relief Fund through UCC. If your 
church has participated in this mission, we'd 
like to share ideas with other churches. Here's 
an ISC church which has taken on this mission. 

Prayer list for May 1 - 7, 2022 
Church & Pastors 
-Lenzburg St. Peter's UCC, Rev. Earl 
(Johanna) Crecelius, Jr. 

 
-Maeystown St. John UCC, Rev. 
Patrick (Kathy) Poole 

Retired Pastors 
- Rev. Dr. Robert E. and Jay Lee, 
Swansea, IL 

People with Life Concerns  
-Keep the family of Sue (Larry) Reeble in 
your prayers as they mourn her death 
recently. Larry and Sue have been a huge 
support to the horse program at DuBois 
Center for many years. A memorial service will 
be held at a later date. Memorials may be 
made to DuBois Center. Click here for the full 
obituary. Cards of condolence may be sent to 
Larry at 18 N 31Street, Belleville, IL 62226. 
-Pray for the family of Ron (Jane) Ruggles as 
they mourn his death on April 13 in Paducah, 
Kentucky. Pastor Ruggles served several 
churches in ISC and volunteered at DuBois 
Center prior to moving to Kentucky. His 
funeral service was yesterday. Cards may be 
sent to Jane at 3631 Brighton Cove, Paducah, 
KY 42001. Here is the full obituary.  
-Pray for Rev. Michelle Torigian and her 
husband, Aaron Brent Coleman as they both 
heal from surgeries. Rev. Torigian is the 
pastor and teacher for Belleville St. Paul UCC. 
Send cards to them at 2716 Autumn Harvest 
Ln, Belleville, IL 62221.  
-Pray for Rev. Gus (Sue) Kuether as he heals 
from surgery. Rev. Kuether is a retired ISC 
pastor who served on many ISC teams and 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/belleville/name/susan-reeble-obituary?id=34293372
https://www.milnerandorr.com/obituaries/Ronald-Wray-Ruggles-Sr?obId=24584349#/obituaryInfo


• Lebanon St. Paul UCC - $615.25 
Thanks for your generous gift and a 
humanitarian blessing. 

 

committees. Send cards to him at 536 Pebble 
Brook Ln, Belleville IL 62221.  
-Pray for peace in the world.  

 

Region 8 Easter Vigil 
From darkness to light. Through liturgy of light, word, 
baptism, and the Eucharist, the Easter Vigil service reminds 
us of the gift of redemption that is ours in the Risen Christ. A 
beautiful service with blessed 
colleagues. Thank you to Rev. Dr. Don 
Wagner and the St. Paul UCC, 
Lebanon faith family for hosting this 
region 8 worship service. Left photo: 
Rev. Brett Palmer, Rev. Christy 
Eckert, Rev. Tarrah Vaupel, Rev. 

Andy Wilson, Rev. Shana Johnson, Angie Hausmann, Rev. Dr. Don 
Wagner. Right photo: Altar at Lebanon St. Paul UCC for service. 

 

Nature Photography Retreat at DuBois Center-
May 13-14 
Instructors: Marty Kemper & Brady Kesner 
Come take in nature’s beauty in spring! This retreat 
is during spring wildflower season and spring bird 
migration, and it features both a professional nature 
photographer, Brady Kesner (right), and a biologist 
/birder, Marty Kemper (left) to guide your photos. 

DuBois Center is a 308 acre camp with two lakes, unique plant biodiversity and beautiful wildlife. It 
is located approximately 1 hour east of St. Louis, Missouri and 1 hour north of Carbondale, Illinois. 
Seasonally, we’ve found buffalo clover, cream wild indigo, prairie aster and many other plants on 
the grounds that are rare, or rare for our area. In addition, more than 150 species of birds either 
live at or migrate through camp. 
May 13 
3 pm        Registration opens; come early, settle in, and explore the grounds 
6 pm        Dinner 
7 pm        Marty Kemper shares the flora and fauna you might find this time of year 
7:30 pm   Brady Kesner shares photo composition skills and gives tips on wildlife, landscape, 
macro, horse, bird, and water photography 
May 14 
7 am        Breakfast, then photography time on your own or with a friend 
9:30 am     Mid-morning break, followed by more photography time 
Noon         Lunch 
1-3 pm      Pick three images for friendly critique on how to enhance your photos 
3 pm         Depart for home 
Click here for a brochure. Click here to find out more and to register. 

 

Love Is Greater than Fear 
The Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday, October 15, 2022, hosted by 
the Collinsville St. John UCC. The theme for 2022 is Love > Fear. The theme 
is borrowed from one of the songs by The Many, the featured artists and musical 
group that will inspire us with their message within their music and lyrics. 

https://iscucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/2022-Nature-Photography-Retreat-BrochureFinal.pdf
https://duboiscenter.org/retreats/dbc-retreats/


The scripture verse inspiring our Annual Meeting is 1 John 4:16b, 18-21 NRSV. You may read 
more about The Many on their website. 

 

Join the UCC at Ecumenical Advocacy Days 2022! 
The United Church of Christ is one of the over 40 sponsors 
of the annual Ecumenical Advocacy Days for Global Peace 
with Justice. This year, Ecumenical Advocacy Days will 
be held virtually April 25-27! The conference theme 
“Fierce Urgency: Advancing Civil and Human Rights” will 
inspire us to work to protect and expand voting rights in the 
U.S. and human rights around the world.  
The pre-recorded EAD opening worship service will be available for use by local congregations on 
Sunday April 24 or any future Sunday. The videos and bulletin, including sermon by Rev. Dr. Otis 
Moss III and music by Trinity UCC, is available for download on the EAD website.  
Our office in Washington, D.C. is offering FULL SCHOLARSHIPS to attend EAD to the first 50 
people who “follow” one of our social media accounts, or join the JPANET (if not already a 
member.) To receive the code for a free registration, follow the instructions on this page or email 
for details.  

 

 

 

Need for nurses and medical staff 
As we close in on summer planning, we are still in need of very special staff members and 
volunteers! We need camp nurses and medics (RN, LPN, CNA, EMT, NP, and MD welcome) for 
several more weeks this summer, but especially the week of June 19 – 24 and June 26 – July 1. 
Camp healthcare staff can be a paid position if you can dedicate to a full summer, or a volunteer 
position for camp scholarship of someone you know. Please reach out to Hayley via 
director@duboiscenter.org if you are interested in volunteering or working as healthcare staff this 
summer! 

 

We're Looking for a Few Good Horses 
As we prepare for Summer Camp, we want to add a couple horses to our herd. We're hoping 
someone out there knows of a horse or two that might be a good fit for camp that could be 
donated or purchased at a reasonable cost. 
Here's what we are looking for: 

• Reliable kid-safe trail horses - walk, trot and canter with good brakes. 
• Not too young and not too old - our preference is for horses between 5 and 15 years old. 
• Large and sturdy - at least 15 hands tall and well built. They will often be carrying children, but 

they also need to be able to carry large adults. 
• Healthy, easy keepers - our herd spends much of their time living naturally in our pastures 

and woods. No horses with special dietary or health needs. 
• Good temperament - they will be working with kids much of the time and need to be patient 

and easy-going. 
• No bad habits - no bucking, rearing or cribbing 

If you know a horse that is available and might be a good camp horse, please contact Scott 
Kuether at sekuether21@gmail.com.  

 

https://www.themanyarehere.com/
https://va909.keap-link006.com/v2/click/ddeeac206d8bb1a5a5de01bcfd5b2019/eJyNj8EKgkAURf_lrSUnM1F3IiKiuYhax-AMNWQzw_gURPz3xgpXBW3fPfc87gTIJZVYMIhhoBGJwAHDG6EFl5gqibR5hUFAdkHgQCvkPTeq1xBP37prvlz3Idl6DuCouUVOxyQtizq_VEVdWlRTY3_84_FI6PurJzskRQXz_FPMHwKzwbo7iNH0fFnEhF2FZ9Na_oaou9h1KRtUQ5uR0bHbKHN1bZdqzSX7DC_5-DbMTyfJX5o=
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XnG9nybVfHaaPQqR9XC0JGN3BA6nBjUq/view?inf_contact_key=8bf1c45416dd0b1e0f99654661e961d3d18a532c4142cb79caf2b269de1401fa
mailto:ucctakeaction@ucc.org
mailto:director@duboiscenter.org
mailto:sekuether21@gmail.com


DuBois 6.0 – new fish ridge cabin built! 
A wonderful group of volunteers spent last week building the new 
Fish Ridge Cabin! The frame is finished, the roof set, and the inside 
wiring complete. Thanks to those who have donated to this and the 
other projects for DuBois 6.0, as well as the volunteer groups who 
have dedicated so much time and attention to the completion of 
these projects. Total raised is $76,190.21 as of today. Goal is 
$225,290 

 

Nature photography retreat! (More info above!!) 
A Nature Photography Retreat is planned for May 13 & 14, 2022 at our beautiful DuBois Center. 
The experts on site will be Marty Kemper and Brady Kesner. Marty can identify anything you come 
across on the grounds, and Brady will help you take memorable photos of the flora and fauna. 
Share this retreat with any wildflower lovers, birders, or photographers you know. It's going to be a 
gorgeous time of year to spend a couple of days at camp. Register now via the registration link at 
our Green DuBois page.  

 

 

 

Hoyleton Youth & Family Services invites you to celebrate with them at Decades of 
Dedication on Friday, May 13 at the Regency Conference Center Ballroom, 400 Regency 
Park, O’Fallon, IL beginning at 5:30 pm for cocktails, dinner and program at 6:30 pm, and 
Dancing through the Decades following the program. Cocktail attire requested. COVID protocols 
will be followed. The honoree for Mission Companion is ISC's St. Peter UCC in Red Bud. RSVP 
and payment are due by April 25. Register online. 

 

April 21-22 – Eden Seminary Annual Spring Convocation 
All are invited and welcome to attend Eden Theological Seminary’s 2022 Spring Convocation. 
Explore the theme, “Pluralism: A Vision for Decolonizing Christianity:  leaders shaped for 
participation in world Christianity, celebrating the teaching ministries of Allen O. and Dottie Miller, 
and visioning for the future.” Noted scholars of religious pluralism featured this year include Drs. 
Christine Hong, Eleazer Fernandez, Amos Yong, Judith Berling, and Eden's own, Dr. Damayanthi 
Niles. Other sessions include esteemed Eden graduates as well as the much-anticipated closing 
worship with senior preacher, Rev. Priscilla Dowden-White. Details regarding homecoming 
gatherings, presentations, worship and more can be found online or call Eden’s advancement 
department at 314-918-2691 for questions or registration assistance.  

 

St. John's Community Care Appoints Executive Director 
St. John’s Community Care announced today that Christine Stewart has been 
appointed new Executive Director of the St. John’s Community Care. An 
experienced leader, Christine will succeed Nancy Berry and assume 
responsibilities on May 2, 2022. After 34 years as Executive Director, Nancy will 
begin her retirement on May 31. 
Christine is coming to St. John’s from Canada, where she led the Canadian Mental 
Health Association, Central Alberta since 2017. Prior to that, she served as 

Manager of Agency Programs for McMan Youth, Family and Community Services 
Association. After living and working in Canada for more than 20 years, Christine is eager to return 

https://duboiscenter.org/greendubois/
http://www.hoyleton.org/hoyleton-honors
https://www.eden.edu/events/spring-convocation-2022/


to the St. Louis area where she grew up. Christine grew up in Fenton, Missouri, and has a social 
work degree from Evangel University in Springfield, MO.  Read more.  

 

What's Happening in Illinois South Conference 
 

Do You Have the Answer? 
Red Bud St. Peter UCC would like to make a pictorial directory this year, and would appreciate 
suggestions of companies that could do this. Contact the church at 618-282-2417 or Carol Harms 
at charmsway@yahoo.com. 

 

Blessings to Pastor Tom (Marcia) Ellison who will be retiring at the end of May 
from St. Mark's UCC in DuBois, Illinois. He has served for 18 years as their Pastor 
and Teacher. Illinois South Conference thanks him for his ministry and wishes him well 
for the next chapter of that ministry.  
If you would like to send him a card of congratulations, send to 11426 State Hwy 37, 
Benton, IL 62812. 

 

Free - 1976 Wurlitzer Organ & Bench 
It has the rhythm section (ie rock, waltz, Latin, swing, march, 
etc..) Gently used but a couple of keys could use some 
tweaking. Height: 36” without removable music rack which 
adds 8”. Width: 40”. Depth: 20” without bench. Free for 
anyone who interested.  Contact Diane Grohmann at 618-
792-1185. Moving the organ is the responsibility of the 

person receiving it. 
 

Hunger Challenge to Churches 
Words of the book The First 1000 Days come to life as you meet these courageous mothers and 
their children. To learn more, click here.  
 Our Christian faith calls us to reach out to those who are hungry. Educating ourselves around the 
issues and circumstances of hunger will aid in our understanding and strengthen our resolve to 
faithfully walk in the way of our Savior. 
 Churches are challenged to use this book to educate their congregation about hunger. Each 
church will proceed as they wish. 
Resources for the challenge: 
How to Engage the Study of The First 1000 Days by Roger 
Thurow  pdf  
Nuggets from the first meeting on April 4  pdf  
Children Sermon Suggestions  pdf  
Mission Opportunities  pdf  
Link to learn more.  
Map of Chicago Map of India Map of Guatemala Map of Uganda  

 

Job Opportunities 
Columbia St. Paul UCC is searching for an Office Coordinator. High School graduate with two 
years experience preferred. Must be proficient in Microsoft Office 365. Attributes should include 
self-motivation, competency with good organizational skills and be able to interact pleasantly with 
people. Part-time position, 27 hours per week. Wage commensurate with experience. Reply to: 
jobs@stpaulcolumbia.org. 

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/a3cf1a60-0915-49f3-b54c-75f521a71a32.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:charmsway@yahoo.com
https://www.thurow1000days.org/?fbclid=IwAR2jaMYilp6ISQxeib7AXkgBrj9LZ3okfrzF7MYBTP_4vp3uPzFZCh_w0hA
https://iscucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/How-to-Engage-the-First-1000-Days-book.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/b93e8fc9-39f6-48e9-b1c3-a89b0fe06efb.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/4c21d55e-d38f-45d8-b562-39dd6eb21acb.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/673189db-251f-4fd3-8181-de7d76e5302e.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/46366719-9a23-4d1b-9952-b719721e602e.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.thurow1000days.org/?fbclid=IwAR2jaMYilp6ISQxeib7AXkgBrj9LZ3okfrzF7MYBTP_4vp3uPzFZCh_w0hA
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/e5d33221-8d79-4f15-a670-42e9796fb311.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/7a8c2e41-6128-4198-b525-a6054350c367.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/575e9d53-aaad-4aef-9c32-576b62f345e3.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/82ae3fdf-b3f0-4c12-87e7-4b7be80b5e1f.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:jobs@stpaulcolumbia.org


Belleville St. Paul UCC Vacancy-Organ and Piano Position  
Areas of responsibilities include excellent organ and piano offerings for all services and 
accompaniment for weekly choir rehearsals and other musical ensembles as needed. In 
consultation with the senior pastor, serve as a resource for family weddings and 
funerals. Compensation will be appropriate to the weekly job responsibilities, 
background/experience, and professional preparation of the applicant. Please send resume with 
three references to musicsearch@stpaulucc.org.  

 

Region 2 - Dupo Christ UCC will hold its WurstMarkt Sausage Dinner on Sat, May 21 from 11 
am - 3 pm at the church. Carry out or dine in at outdoor seating. Menu includes pork sausage, 
sauerkraut, mashed potatoes & gravy, green beans, corn, applesauce, and cake. Adults $12; 
Children 5 - 11 $6. 

 

Columbia St. Paul UCC will be participating in the City Wide yard sale April 22-23 from 8 am 
-2 pm both days. Fundraiser will be held rain or shine in enclosed building at 127 St. Paul St. 
Many treasures have been donated by members with something to find for everyone! The sale is 
mostly a freewill donation with some items being priced. Enjoy the bonus of the last sale day at 
1pm to fill your own bag for $5.   

 

Hike & Bike 2.0 for Hoyleton Youth & Family Services is scheduled for May 7 beginning at 
8:30 am CDT. You have the choice of three runs. 5K, 10K or half marathon through the 
picturesque country and historic Maeystown Village. The course has some huge hills and 
amazing views! Take time after the run to take in the historic village. The money will support the 
funds needed to provide specialized programs that help their kids experience some of the joys of 
being a kid! Your support also supports the local community that make this event possible. Here 
is a flyer to share with your congregations. Register here.  

 

Region 3 - Collinsville St John UCC will host a Rummage Sale on May 4 - 6 at 
307 W Clay St, Faith Hall. Times are May 4 – Pre-admission at 4 pm for $10; from 5 pm - 7 pm 
for general public; May 5 from 9 am – 3 pm; May 6 from 9 am -11 am. 

 

Region 5 - As part of Grantfork United Church of Christ's 150th Anniversary celebrations, 
they will be recognizing all past confirmands on Sunday, May 1, during worship. A 
luncheon will be served immediately following in the Church Fellowship Hall. All past confirmands 
are invited to attend. Please RSVP by April 24 using the link or sign up in the church entryway. 
Former Pastors, David and Susan Sickelka, will join in the celebration. Questions? Call 618-675-
2595. They look forward to seeing you there!  

 

The St. Jacob UCC will host the 38th Annual Strawberry Festival on Sunday, May 15 from 
10 am - 4 pm (Rain or Shine). It will be held outside and features a Farmers Market, 
crafts/vendor, raffle kids activities, bounce houses, great strawberry desserts. The festival attracts 
people from throughout the local area. 
They are currently looking for vendors. Space is pre-marked 15' x 15' area. 

 

Breese St John’s UCC will hold a white elephant sale on Friday, May 13 from 9 am – 5 pm 
and on Saturday, May 14 from 8 am until noon. Items to be sold include household items, 
kitchen items, furniture, and lawn and garden items and other miscellaneous things. It will be held 
in the courtyard of the church and in the garage and fellowship hall. Address is 200 North Main, 
Breese. There will be something for everyone!   

 

mailto:musicsearch@stpaulucc.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/1d80ff4d-8fc6-47fd-b372-cb82dd9c7789.pdf?rdr=true
https://raceroster.com/events/2022/57698/we-gotta-run
https://bit.ly/guccreunion


Region 8 - Biddleborn Trinity UCC will hold its Pancake & Sausage, Biscuit & Gravy 
Breakfast on Sat, April 23 from 7 am - 11 am at the Trinity UCC Pavilion in Biddleborn. The 
Works (Pancake & sausage, biscuits & gravy and drink) $10; Pancakes & Sausage (pancakes & 
sausage and drink) $8; Biscuits & Gravy (biscuits and gravy and drink) $5. Dine in or carry out. 
Bake Sale. Held indoors in case of inclement weather. 

 

Region 9 - Belleville St. Paul UCC invites you to The Celebration of the Restoration of 
Heritage Hall on Sun, April 24 from 1 pm to 3 pm. It will be an Open House & Reception with 
the dedication presentation at 1:15 pm. All are welcome to help celebrate. 

 

CONTACT US - YOUR OCWM MONIES AT WORK 
Please call before coming to the Conference Office, or make an appointment with a staff 
member using the emails below. 
For the work of Conference teams and committees or search and call inquiries, contact Christy Pursell 
at cpursell@iscucc.org.  
For financial matters (in terms of your church's giving to the Conference or OCWM), contact Debbie Kesner 
at dkesner@iscucc.org.  
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or Weekly Connection, 
contact Lynnette Schuepbach at lschuepbach@iscucc.org.  
For DuBois Center information, contact Hayley Elliott at 618-787-2202 or director@DuBoisCenter.org.  
For DuBois Center program information, contact Rylee Hodges-Stone at 618-787-2202 or 
program@DuBoisCenter.org.  
For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions, contact Julie Riechmann at 618-357-
1809 or jriechmann@iscucc.org.  
To speak with the Conference Minister, contact Rev. Shana Johnson 618-882-8247 or sjohnson@iscucc.org  

 

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and Illinois South Conference of the UCC 
Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ 
does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, 
or gender identity. To the extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, 
mental, emotional, medical, or dietary needs. 

 

  

  

Important Links 
 

Illinois South Conference Back Bay Mission CHHSM Deaconess Foundation  
 

Deaconess Nurse Ministry DuBois Center Ecuador Partnership Eden Theological Seminary 
 

Emmaus Homes Hitz Memorial Home Hoyleton Youth & Family LIFE Program Unleashing Potential 
 

New Athens Home Pension Board-UCC St. John's Community Care St. Paul's Sr. Community  
 

UCC Insurance Board Uplands Village UCC Campus Ministry  Uni-Pres Kindercottage  
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