
 

 

April 12, 2022 
 

Where Is the Victory? 
The other day I was listening to an audiobook 
in which the author was talking about a 
member of their church who posed a 
question I believe is important for all of us to 
ask. The member, observing that the liturgy, 
sermons, prayers, hymns, and topics in Bible 
studies in their church too often focused on 
humanity’s brokenness, asked the pastor, 
“But where is the victory?” Dear friends, I 
can’t imagine a better clarifying question for 
us to consider in Holy Week.  

As we move through the passion narrative we 
symbolically move with Jesus to the 
cross. On Palm Sunday we journeyed with 
Jesus as he triumphantly entered the city 
gates of Jerusalem. On Maundy Thursday we 
will journey with Jesus as he shares a last 
Passover meal with his disciples before his 
death. On Good Friday we will journey with 
Jesus through the events that led to his death 
on the cross. The journey will shine a light on 
the brutality and brokenness of humanity. 
Yet, let us not forget where the Holy Week 
journey ultimately leads. 

It does not leave us in the darkness of 
despair. Even death cannot triumph over the 
victorious power of the Risen Christ. Christ is 
victorious over all those who mistakenly 
thought they could extinguish his light. Christ 
is victorious over all those who fear the love 
he embodies, for they know it has the power 
to bring down empires built on oppression, 
hatred, and greed. Christ is victorious over all 
brutality and brokenness of humanity and this 
world. 

 

Prayer list for  
April 24-30, 2022 
Church & Pastors 
-Johannisburg St. John's 
UCC, Rev. William 
Groennert 

-Lebanon St. Paul UCC, 
Rev. Dr. Don (Nancy) 
Wagner 

Retired Pastors 
- Rev. Ken and Jean Knobloch, 
Maeystown, IL 

People with Life Concerns  
-Pray for Rev. Michelle Torigian and her 
husband, Aaron Brent Coleman as they 
both heal from surgeries. Rev. Torigian is 
the pastor and teacher for Belleville St. Paul 
UCC. Send cards to them at 2716 Autumn 
Harvest Ln, Belleville, IL 62221.  
-Pray for Rev. Bill (Patti) Causer as he 
deals with some health issues. Send cards 
to him at111315 N Presley Ln, Mt. Vernon, 
IL 62864.  
-Pray for Rev. Gus (Sue) Kuether as he 
heals from surgery. Rev. Kuether is a retired 
ISC pastor who served on many ISC teams 
and committees. Send cards to him at 536 
Pebble Brook Ln, Belleville IL 62221.  
-Pray for peace in the world.  
-Prayers of gratitude to all of the 
volunteers in all ISC churches. April is 
National Volunteer Month.   

 

On Easter Sunday we will journey with Jesus to the stone that was rolled away from what was a 
sealed tomb. We will journey with Jesus in the escape from the fate of death itself. We will 
journey with Jesus in witnessing to others how one can live through unimaginable pain with the 



scars to prove it. We will journey with Jesus remembering that nothing can defeat the power of 
God. 

Yet, this is more than a journey of storytelling and imagination, it is a journey of faith. It is our faith 
as a people who believe in, trust in, and live in the power of the resurrection. Christ’s triumph was 
not meant for himself alone. Christ’s story is our story. Christ’s power is our power. Christ’s victory 
is our victory. 

We are the beneficiaries of Christ’s resurrection. The brutality and brokenness of this world does 
not have the last word in our lives. Living in a constant state of feeling hopeless or beaten down is 
not our fate. Yes, life has its troubles, but in Jesus Christ, we can meet them and defeat them. Or 
can learn to live with the things that momentarily can’t be changed. We can practice patient 
endurance, understanding, and trust that this is not the end of the story. 

Our Easter celebrations are not meant 
to be just one hour, one day, or even 
one season of the year. Easter is a 
reminder of who we are through the 
power of the Risen Christ. In all times 
and all seasons, may we remind 
ourselves to look for the answer to the 
question, “But where is the victory?” 
Blessings, Rev. Shana Johnson 
ISC Conference Minister 

 

The Amazing People of Illinois South Conference... 
Congratulations and Thank You to ISC churches who have felt the need to take up the mission to 
help the Ukrainian Relief Fund through United Church of Christ. If your church has participated in 
this mission, let us know so that we can share ideas with other churches. Here is an ISC church 
which has helped with this mission. 

• Church of the Good Shepherd in Carbondale gave money to support the Ukrainian Relief Fund 
directly as well as to One Great Hour of Sharing which also sends relief to that fund. 

Thank you for your generous gifts. Your generosity is a humanitarian blessing. 
 

Blessings to Pastor Tom (Marcia) Ellison who will be retiring at the end of 
May from St. Mark's UCC in DuBois, Illinois. He has served for 18 years as their 
Pastor and Teacher. Illinois South Conference thanks him for his ministry and 
wishes him well for the next chapter of that ministry.  
If you would like to send him a card of congratulations, send to 11426 State Hwy 
37, Benton, IL 62812. 

 

Is Your Church Willing to Respond? 
If your congregation desires to be more 
prepared for disasters, both to protect 
yourselves and to extend love to your 
neighbors in time of crisis, then the free, 
new "Willing to Respond" campaign is for 
you. As a UCC collaboration with 
Disciples of Christ Week of Compassion 
and Houston Responds, this rapidly 

growing network is providing congregations with practical tools, training and relationships, 



including online resources and connection to denominational, ecumenical, 
and other disaster response resources. 
“Willing to Respond is not a one-size-fits-all program,” says Lesli Remaly, 
UCC Minister for Disaster Response and Recovery. “The way you serve is 
up to your congregation, as God is leading you.” 

 

Break the Silence Sunday 
During April many congregations observe Break the Silence Sunday, a day to focus on the 
devastating effects of sexual violence and abuse in our society and a time to offer prayers and 
care for survivors. The official day for this in our UCC calendar is April 24th. The Rev. Moira 
Finely and a team of writers have once again created some wonderful resources. Here is a link to 
the resources: https://breakthesilencesunday.org/2022-resources/  

 

Love Is Greater than Fear 
The Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday, October 15, 
2022, hosted by the Collinsville St. John UCC. The theme for 
2022 is Love > Fear. The theme is borrowed from one of the 
songs by The Many, the featured artists and musical group that 
will inspire us with their message within their music and lyrics. 
The scripture verse inspiring our Annual Meeting is 1 John 
4:16b, 18-21 NRSV. You may read more about The Many on 
their website. 

 

Justice Leadership Program – next program starting this fall 
The Justice Leadership Program is wrapping up its first online 6-month Jubilee 
program (with five participants, four from UCC) and now is the time to apply for 
the autumn program. Jubilee is an online program for adults of any age who want 
to integrate faith and justice work in their lives in a meaningful and 
transformational way. Program associates meet monthly to deepen their faith 
within a community of their peers while learning skills for systemic change-making. Join us for the 
fall program to be informed, equipped, and empowered to act for justice! Apply now for Fall 
2022 or email for more information at info@justiceleadership.com. Jubilee is a booster grant 
recipient of Volunteer Ministries of the National UCC, supported by GLOBAL H.O.P.E.  

 

Payroll for Pastors 
Often the Conference office receives calls about whether a minister is an independent contractor 
or a W-2 employee. Heather Kimmel, legal counsel of the United Church of Christ, has added a 
section on the United Church of Christ website which is a helpful overview in addressing this 
question.  We encourage you to read and share with the bookkeeper and/or the person(s) who 
handles finances in your church.  

 

Join the UCC at Ecumenical Advocacy Days 2022! 
The United Church of Christ is one of the over 40 sponsors of 
the annual Ecumenical Advocacy Days for Global Peace with 
Justice. This year, Ecumenical Advocacy Days will be held 
virtually April 25-27! The conference theme “Fierce Urgency: 
Advancing Civil and Human Rights” will inspire us to work to 
protect and expand voting rights in the U.S. and human rights 
around the world.  

https://breakthesilencesunday.org/2022-resources/
https://www.themanyarehere.com/
http://www.justiceleadership.org/
mailto:info@justiceleadership.com
https://www.ucc.org/local-church-ministers-employees-or-independent-contractors/


The pre-recorded EAD opening worship service will be available for use by local congregations on 
Sunday April 24 or any future Sunday. The videos and bulletin, including sermon by Rev. Dr. Otis 
Moss III and music by Trinity UCC, will be available for download on the EAD website by April 18, 
2022. Our office in Washington, D.C. is offering FULL SCHOLARSHIPS to attend EAD to the first 
50 people who “follow” one of our social media accounts or join the JPANET (if not already a 
member.) To receive the code for a free registration, follow the instructions on this page or email 
for details.  

 

 Stations of the Cross 
The Stations of the Cross at 
DuBois Center will be open 
on Good Friday, April 15. 

Grounds open at 4 pm for a self-guided journey through the interactive stations; 
immersed in nature for quiet reflection and meditation. A ritual fire will be ignited 
at 6:30 pm alongside an outdoor Good Friday service to begin the vigil at the tomb. All are 
invited to bring Palms from Palm Sunday to be burned in the fire and made available to 
Illinois South Conference churches to use for Ash Wednesday services next year. Click here 
for a flyer about the Stations of the Cross at DuBois Center. 

 

Need for nurses and medical staff 
As we close in on summer planning, we are still in need of very special staff members and 
volunteers! We need camp nurses and medics (RN, LPN, CNA, EMT, NP, and MD welcome) for 
several more weeks this summer, but especially the week of June 19 – 24 and June 26 – July 1. 
Camp healthcare staff can be a paid position if you can dedicate to a full summer, or a volunteer 
position for camp scholarship of someone you know. Please reach out to Hayley via 
director@duboiscenter.org if you are interested in volunteering or working as healthcare staff this 
summer! 

 

We're Looking for a Few Good Horses 
As we prepare for Summer Camp, we want to add a couple horses to 
our herd. We're hoping someone out there knows of a horse or two 
that might be a good fit for camp that could be donated or purchased 
at a reasonable cost. 

Here's what we are looking for: 
• Reliable kid-safe trail horses - walk, trot and canter with good brakes. 
• Not too young and not too old - our preference is for horses between 5 and 15 years old. 
• Large and sturdy - at least 15 hands tall and well built. They will often be carrying children, but 

they also need to be able to carry large adults. 
• Healthy, easy keepers - our herd spends much of their time living naturally in our pastures and 

woods. No horses with special dietary or health needs. 
• Good temperament - they will be working with kids much of the time and need to be patient 

and easy-going. 
• No bad habits - no bucking, rearing or cribbing 

If you know a horse that is available and might be a good camp horse, please contact Scott 
Kuether at sekuether21@gmail.com.  

 

DuBois 6.0 – new fish ridge cabin built! 
A wonderful group of volunteers spent last week building the new Fish Ridge 
Cabin! The frame is finished, the roof set, and the inside wiring complete. 
Thanks to those who have donated to this and the other projects for DuBois 

https://va909.keap-link006.com/v2/click/ddeeac206d8bb1a5a5de01bcfd5b2019/eJyNj8EKgkAURf_lrSUnM1F3IiKiuYhax-AMNWQzw_gURPz3xgpXBW3fPfc87gTIJZVYMIhhoBGJwAHDG6EFl5gqibR5hUFAdkHgQCvkPTeq1xBP37prvlz3Idl6DuCouUVOxyQtizq_VEVdWlRTY3_84_FI6PurJzskRQXz_FPMHwKzwbo7iNH0fFnEhF2FZ9Na_oaou9h1KRtUQ5uR0bHbKHN1bZdqzSX7DC_5-DbMTyfJX5o=
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XnG9nybVfHaaPQqR9XC0JGN3BA6nBjUq/view?inf_contact_key=8bf1c45416dd0b1e0f99654661e961d3d18a532c4142cb79caf2b269de1401fa
mailto:ucctakeaction@ucc.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/b9a309df-7a54-4afe-b6e3-e4c18f18c733.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:director@duboiscenter.org
mailto:sekuether21@gmail.com


6.0, as well as the volunteer groups who have dedicated so much time and attention to the 
completion of these projects. Total raised is $76,190.21 as of today. Goal is $225,290 

 

 

 

Hoyleton Youth & Family Services invites you to celebrate with them at Decades of 
Dedication on Friday, May 13 at the Regency Conference Center Ballroom, 400 Regency 
Park, O’Fallon, IL beginning at 5:30 pm for cocktails, dinner and program at 6:30 pm, and 
Dancing through the Decades following the program. Cocktail attire requested. COVID protocols 
will be followed. The honoree for Mission Companion is ISC's St. Peter UCC in Red Bud. RSVP 
and payment are due by April 25. Register online. 

 

April 21-22 – Eden Seminary Annual Spring Convocation 
All are invited and welcome to attend Eden Theological Seminary’s 2022 Spring Convocation. 
Explore the theme, “Pluralism: A Vision for Decolonizing Christianity:  leaders shaped for 
participation in world Christianity, celebrating the teaching ministries of Allen O. and Dottie Miller, 
and visioning for the future.” Noted scholars of religious pluralism featured this year include Drs. 
Christine Hong, Eleazer Fernandez, Amos Yong, Judith Berling, and Eden's own, Dr. Damayanthi 
Niles. Other sessions include esteemed Eden graduates as well as the much-anticipated closing 
worship with senior preacher, Rev. Priscilla Dowden-White. Details regarding homecoming 
gatherings, presentations, worship and more can be found online or call Eden’s advancement 
department at 314-918-2691 for questions or registration assistance.  

 

Music Therapy Offered at St. John’s Community Care 
Collinsville–St. John’s Community Care is happy to announce the 
addition of Music Therapy to their Adult Day Program therapies at 
both centers in Collinsville and Edwardsville with music therapist, 
Amanda Wick. Music Therapy has had a long history of benefiting 
those with Alzheimer’s disease and other cognitive disorders. People 
with dementia demonstrate strong recognition of familiar music and 
the stimulation aides in memory retention and recall. Studies show 
that daily exposure to familiar music can alter functional brain 
connectivity and improve cognitive responses, attention, and focus. For more information about St. 
John’s Community Care, visit www.stjohnscc.org or call 618-344-5008.  

 

Strengthen the Church Offering - June 5, 2022 
The Strengthen the Church offering supports the expansion of ministry and growth of local ISC 
and national congregations, because half of the donations to Strengthen the Church is kept for 
use in Illinois South Conference. The money kept for use in Illinois South Conference is used to 
build and support the churches within ISC. 
Nationally, your support of this offering helps the UCC fulfill its commitment to creating a just world 
for all by investing in new ministries that meet emerging needs of UCC communities, plant new 
churches, awaken ideas and develop the spiritual life of youth and young adults. Most 
congregations will receive the STC offering on Pentecost Sunday, June 5, but any offerings given 
throughout the year are welcomed. Resources to share with the congregation are available as a 
download or as print resources. Click link for details on offering supplies included.  

 

http://www.hoyleton.org/hoyleton-honors
https://www.eden.edu/events/spring-convocation-2022/
http://www.stjohnscc.org/
https://www.uccresources.com/products/strengthen-the-church-offering-2022?inf_contact_key=9566b46c9583e0be836d6e47c9f4d664842e902fbefb79ab9abae13bfcb46658&variant=39631182233663


Save the Date! 
This year's National ONA Gathering via Zoom on August 5, 6, 7 will 
celebrate the past 50 years. The celebration will include the 
extraordinary growth in its movement from small beginnings, honor its 

elders, and learn from each other the ways the movement needs to expand its vision at the 
beginning of its second half-century. Events will be scheduled in the evenings, enabling Hawai'i 
and western time zones to participate. Mark your calendars and watch for registration to open. 

 

Langenberg Leadership Breakfast will be on Tuesday, April 19 at 7:30 am 
in the Schroer Commons at Eden Seminary. Emerging St. Louis leader, 
Michael Jones II, Ph.D. will speak. He is a native Saint Louis and Associate 
Director, of the Race & Opportunity Lab at the Brown School at Washington 
University in St. Louis. Dr. Jones provides leadership for HomeGrown StL, an 
initiative dedicated to improving the well-being of Black boys and young men and reimagining the 
ways in which our communities support their health, academic attainment, employment, 
developmental opportunity, and transition into adulthood. To find out more and register, click here.  

 

What's Happening in Illinois South Conference 
 

Hike & Bike 2.0 for Hoyleton Youth & Family Services is scheduled 
for May 7 beginning at 8:30 am CDT. You have the choice of three 
runs. 5K, 10K or half marathon through the picturesque country and 
historic Maeystown Village. The course has some huge hills and 
amazing views! Take time after the run to take in the historic village. 
The money will support the funds needed to provide specialized 

programs that help their kids experience some of the joys of being a kid! Your support also 
supports the local community that make this event possible. Here is a flyer to share with your 
congregations. Register here.  

 

Hunger Challenge to Churches 
Words of the book The First 1000 Days come to life as you meet these courageous mothers and 
their children. To learn more, click here.  
Our Christian faith calls us to reach out to those who are hungry. Educating ourselves around the 
issues and circumstances of hunger will aid in our understanding and strengthen our resolve to 
faithfully walk in the way of our Savior. 
Churches are challenged to use this book to educate their congregation about hunger. Each 
church will proceed as they wish. 
Resources for the challenge: 
How to Engage the Study of The First 1000 Days by Roger 
Thurow  pdf  
Nuggets from the first meeting on April 4  pdf  
Children Sermon Suggestions  pdf  
Mission Opportunities  pdf  
Link to learn more.  
Map of Chicago Map of India Map of Guatemala Map of Uganda  

 

Job Opportunities 
Columbia St. Paul UCC is searching for an Office Coordinator. High School graduate with two 
years experience preferred. Must be proficient in Microsoft Office 365. Attributes should include 
self-motivation, competency with good organizational skills and be able to interact pleasantly with 

https://www.eden.edu/events/langenberg-jones/
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/1d80ff4d-8fc6-47fd-b372-cb82dd9c7789.pdf?rdr=true
https://raceroster.com/events/2022/57698/we-gotta-run
https://www.thurow1000days.org/?fbclid=IwAR2jaMYilp6ISQxeib7AXkgBrj9LZ3okfrzF7MYBTP_4vp3uPzFZCh_w0hA
https://iscucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/How-to-Engage-the-First-1000-Days-book.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/b93e8fc9-39f6-48e9-b1c3-a89b0fe06efb.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/4c21d55e-d38f-45d8-b562-39dd6eb21acb.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/673189db-251f-4fd3-8181-de7d76e5302e.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/46366719-9a23-4d1b-9952-b719721e602e.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.thurow1000days.org/?fbclid=IwAR2jaMYilp6ISQxeib7AXkgBrj9LZ3okfrzF7MYBTP_4vp3uPzFZCh_w0hA
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/e5d33221-8d79-4f15-a670-42e9796fb311.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/7a8c2e41-6128-4198-b525-a6054350c367.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/575e9d53-aaad-4aef-9c32-576b62f345e3.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/82ae3fdf-b3f0-4c12-87e7-4b7be80b5e1f.pdf?rdr=true


people. Part-time position, 27 hours per week. Wage commensurate with experience. Reply to: 
jobs@stpaulcolumbia.org. 

 

Belleville St. Paul UCC Vacancy-Organ and Piano Position  
Areas of responsibilities include excellent organ and piano offerings for all services and 
accompaniment for weekly choir rehearsals and other musical ensembles as needed. In 
consultation with the senior pastor, serve as a resource for family weddings and 
funerals. Compensation will be appropriate to the weekly job responsibilities, 
background/experience, and professional preparation of the applicant. Please send resume with 
three references to musicsearch@stpaulucc.org.  

 

Region 2 
Dupo Christ UCC will have The Last Supper Tableau at their Maundy Thursday Worship 
Service on April 14 at 7:30 pm. An inspirational hour in the Upper Room where we will hear the 
disciples' testimony of the Master 

 

Region 3 
Collinsville St John UCC will host a Rummage Sale on May 4 - 6 at 
307 W Clay St, Faith Hall. Times are May 4 – Pre-admission at 4 pm for $10; from 5 pm - 7 pm 
for general public; May 5 from 9 am – 3 pm; May 6 from 9 am -11 am. 

 

Region 5 
The St. Jacob Youth Group wants to "egg" your yard. They will help you prepare for your 
Easter Egg Hunts. They will deliver candy-filled plastic eggs on April 16 if ordered by April 15. 
$20 for 20 eggs; $30 for 40 eggs; $40 for 60 and $60 for 100. Call, email or text to Dawn at 
smdz@hometel.com or 618-792-4316 or to Brittany at bfrank17@hometel.com or 618-792-5191. 

 

The St. Jacob UCC will host the 38th Annual Strawberry Festival on Sunday, May 15 from 
10 am - 4 pm (Rain or Shine). It will be held outside and features a Farmers Market, 
crafts/vendor, raffle kids activities, bounce houses, great strawberry desserts. The festival 
attracts people from throughout the local area. 
They are currently looking for vendors. Space is pre-marked 15' x 15' area. 

 

Region 8 
Zion UCC of New Baden will be hosting a fish dinner on April 15 from 4 pm - 6:30 pm. Dinners 
are $12 with a choice of cod tails or catfish and plenty of sides. If you have any questions, please 
contact their office at 618-588-4135.  

 

Lebanon St. Paul UCC will host an Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 16 at 7:00 pm. All are 
welcome. 

 

Biddleborn Trinity UCC will hold its Pancake & Sausage, Biscuit & Gravy Breakfast on Sat, 
April 23 from 7 am - 11 am at the Trinity UCC Pavilion in Biddleborn. The Works (Pancake & 
sausage, biscuits & gravy and drink) $10; Pancakes & Sausage (pancakes & sausage and drink) 
$8; Biscuits & Gravy (biscuits and gravy and drink) $5. Dine in or carry out. Bake Sale. Held 
indoors in case of inclement weather. 

 

Belleville St. Paul UCC invites you to The Celebration of the Restoration of Heritage Hall on 
Sun, April 24 from 1 pm to 3 pm. It will be an Open House & Reception with the dedication 
presentation at 1:15 pm. All are welcome to help celebrate. 

 

mailto:jobs@stpaulcolumbia.org
mailto:musicsearch@stpaulucc.org
mailto:smdz@hometel.com
mailto:bfrank17@hometel.com


CONTACT US - YOUR OCWM MONIES AT WORK 
Please call before coming to the Conference Office, or make an appointment with a staff 
member using the emails below. 
For the work of Conference teams and committees or search and call inquiries, contact Christy Pursell 
at cpursell@iscucc.org.  
For financial matters (in terms of your church's giving to the Conference or OCWM), contact Debbie Kesner 
at dkesner@iscucc.org.  
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or Weekly Connection, 
contact Lynnette Schuepbach at lschuepbach@iscucc.org.  
For DuBois Center information, contact Hayley Elliott at 618-787-2202 or director@DuBoisCenter.org.  
For DuBois Center program information, contact Rylee Hodges-Stone at 618-787-2202 or 
program@DuBoisCenter.org.  
For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions, contact Julie Riechmann at 618-357-
1809 or jriechmann@iscucc.org.  
To speak with the Conference Minister, contact Rev. Shana Johnson 618-882-8247 or sjohnson@iscucc.org  

 

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and Illinois South Conference of the UCC 
Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ 
does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, 
or gender identity. To the extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, 
mental, emotional, medical, or dietary needs. 

 

  

  

Important Links 
 

Illinois South Conference Back Bay Mission CHHSM Deaconess Foundation  
 

Deaconess Nurse Ministry DuBois Center Ecuador Partnership  
 

Eden Theological Seminary Emmaus Homes Hitz Memorial Home  
 

Hoyleton Youth & Family LIFE Program Unleashing Potential New Athens Home  
 

Pension Board-UCC St. John's Community Care St. Paul's Sr. Community  
 

UCC Insurance Board Uplands Village UCC Campus Ministry  Uni-Pres Kindercottage  
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