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Mark your calendars for March 19, 2022, to attend 
Day of Discipleship. The 2022 theme is Leaders 
and Followers: Guiding the Church Forward. 
The ISC Conference Gatherings Team and staff 
have decided, based on the health and safety of our 
attendees and volunteers of the host church, to go 
virtual on Zoom for Day of Discipleship 2022. 
The information is valuable for the church, “leaders,” 
and “followers”, i.e. for everyone in the church to 
learn about conference-wide initiatives in 2022, 
roles and responsibilities of officers/leaders, good 
decision-making skills, honest/healthy 
communications, and a new ministry opportunity. 
Here is the plan for the day. 
Town Hall Meeting on Conference Wide Initiatives: 
1.  An opportunity to hear how the WISE 

committee is doing 
2. How the DuBois 6.0 program is coming along 
3. How some of our other ministries are doing. 

Workshops: 
1.  "Roles and Responsibilities of Officers"– Mimi 

Llamas 
2.  "Good financial practices" – TBA 
3. "Healthy communication" – Rev. Lisa Hart 
4. “Discernment & Decision-Making” - Rev. Shana 

Johnson 
5. "Companionship Movement" – Rev. Tim 

Darmour-Paul 
Cost: $25/person; scholarships available for 
anyone – contact Christy at cpursell@iscucc.org for 
more information. 
Schedule: 
• 8:45 – 9:00 Gather on Zoom 
• 9:00 – 9:30 – Opening & Update on ISC 

initiatives (WISE Conference update, DuBois 
6.0, and Hunger Action Team updates) 

• 9:40 – 10:25 – Workshop A (Your choice of 5) 
• 10:35 – 11:20 – Workshop B (Your choice 

of 5) 
We will gather for DOD on Zoom. The 
workshops will follow the opening time and will 

Prayer list for  
Feb 20-26, 2022 
Churches & Pastors 
-Fairview Heights St. John UCC, Rev. 
Rosemary Captain 

 

-Farina Friedens UCC 

 

Retired Pastors 
- Rev. Russell and Doris Miller, 
Metropolis, IL 

People with Life Concerns  
-Please pray for the people of Quito, 
Ecuador as they manage the clean up 
and search for people within the damage 
of the flood and landslide. Ecuador 
Partnership has been a mission partner 
with ISC for over 20 years. We pray for 
strength and comfort for them all.  
-Pray for Rev. Bill Causer, as he deals 
with some health issues. Cards may be 
sent to him at111315 N Presley Ln, Mt. 
Vernon, IL 62864.  
-Keep Rev. Gus (Sue) Kuether in your 
prayers as he recovers from surgery. Rev. 
Kuether is a retired ISC pastor and has 

mailto:cpursell@iscucc.org


be through Zoom’s breakout rooms format. This 
is the same platform we used for last year’s 
DOD. People can choose the workshop they 
want to go to or Christy will help move them to 
the correct workshop. 

 

served on many ISC teams and 
committees. Cards may be sent to him at 
536 Pebble Brook Ln, Belleville IL 62221.  
-Pray for those recovering from natural 
disasters.  

 

The Amazing People of Illinois South Conference... 
There are saints among us everywhere - barely recognized, but saints nonetheless. In 
conversations one-to-one and Zoom conference calls during the pandemic protocols, 
I discovered one of those saints, a true music minister, Nancy Helmich, music director 
at St. Paul UCC in Lebanon..  
During the course of the pandemic, when some of us were confounded by the 
protocols, Nancy never skipped a beat. From the very onset, she had weekly contact 

with her choir and bell choir members, calling them individually and pursuing them if she didn't 
make contact right away. I truly wish I had contacted Nancy earlier than I did in the pandemic so 
that I could have adopted some of her habits. 
Nancy made virtual recordings for her church as many of us did. From her years of working in the 
music distribution business, Nancy is an expert on the subject of copyright and following correct 
procedures for recording and live-streaming. She was a wealth of information and ideas for the 
rest of the worship leaders in our conference. Thank you, Nancy Helmich. 
This article was submitted to the Conference office by Lisa Cleveland. Lisa is a member of 
Evangelical UCC in Highland who served, before her retirement, as their choir director. Nancy 
Helmich is the music director at St. Paul UCC in Lebanon. 

 

BASIC INFORMATION: 
The Illinois South Conference Confirmation Retreats are 
tools for enhancing youth ministry in local congregations 
and a time for personal spiritual renewal. They are 
designed as a supplement to the confirmation program of 
local churches and offer a unique opportunity for 
confirmation classes from across the Conference to bond 
within and between their groups. 
THEME: “Gifted, Called, and Blessed” 
As confirmands are readying themselves for the rite of 
confirmation, we will be exploring the ways God has 
uniquely gifted them, how they can live out their baptismal callings, and bless not only the local 
churches they will join but all places their faith journey will continue to take them. 
DATES: Saturday, March 26 - Sunday, March 27, 2022 
COVID PROTOCOLS: In accordance with the current Illinois South Conference protocols all 
chaperones and youth will be required to wear masks for all indoor gatherings and activities. 
Social distancing and good cleaning practices will be in place for this event.  
ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE: The retreat begins with check-in at noon on Saturday. The program 
will begin promptly at 1 pm, so plan to arrive in time to get settled. Please note participants should 
have lunch BEFORE arriving at DuBois Center as only a light snack, dinner, and an evening 
snack will be served on Saturday. Sunday meals will include breakfast and lunch before 
departure.   
The retreat concludes on Sunday, following closing worship, wrap up and lunch with departure at 
noon. 



PARTICIPANTS: The Confirmation is for all youth enrolled in confirmation classes for the 2021-
2022 program year and their adult advisors. Churches are asked to provide a minimum ratio of 1 
adult (age 21 or above) per 7 youth in proportion to the male/female breakdown of their group.  
COST: The cost is $65 for confirmands and chaperones.  
RETREAT CAPACITY: Registration will be limited to the first 100 confirmands and 
chaperones that send in completed registration forms and fees.  

 

**NEW** Insurance Board announces the launch of a Legal Helpline through our partnership 
with the Association of Conference Attorneys (ACA) of the United Church of Christ. All 
Insurance Board participants can now access legal counsel that will provide a free legal 
consultation and referral service. Ministries will benefit from connecting with attorneys who have 
an intimate understanding of polity and how issues are processed in observance of free church 
traditions. Ministries can contact the Legal Helpline at 800-437-8830 (prompt #7) or email their 
inquiry to legalhelpline@insuranceboard.org. Please note the free consultation does not include 
contract reviews. Feel free to share the attached flyer with your Insurance Board policyholders.  
**Coming Soon** Insurance Board will be launching the Legal Corner site accessible from 
Insurance Board’s website. Legal Corner will be the new home for the Legal Helpline in addition 
to sample forms and extensive HR tools. More information to follow!  

 

Volunteer for a Camp Sunday 
Are you interested in being a camp-ambassador 
(“campbassador”) to your local church or to churches 

in your nearby area? We are looking for new camp representatives to go and speak at camp 
Sundays throughout the Illinois South Conference. Don’t love talking in front of people? That’s 
okay! We will send you with a script, a slideshow, and even some camp activities you can do with 
the kids of the church ages 4 – 99. This is a great way to earn volunteer hours, or to spread your 
love for DuBois Center. Contact Hayley at director@duboiscenter.org if you would be willing to be 
a campbassador in your region! 

 

Spring Happenings at DuBois Center 
March 4 - New in 2022 - Stargazing Party 
March 26-27 - Confirmation Retreat at DuBois 
April 1-3 - Father & Son Retreat 
April 9 - DuBois Center Open House 
April 15 - Stations of the Cross 
April 22-24 - Wrangle & Ride 
April 23 - Volunteer Workday at DuBois Center 
April 29-May 1 - New in 2022 Women's Retreat 
May 13-14 - New in 2022 Photography Retreat 
May 15 - DuBois Center Open House 
May 21-22 - Volunteer Retreat 
For more information, visit the website.  

 

 

 DuBois 6.0 - On the Move  
DuBois Center will get a facelift in 2022. The current donations are at $45,021 because of 
generous donors. Find out more. DuBois 6.0 Capital Campaign Goal  $225,290. 
 How You Can Contribute 
• Sponsor a project.                                          ●  Share your mandatory IRA distributions  
• Share Stock or Bonds                                    ●  Share Tax Refund 
• Sweat Equity                                                  ●  Prayers  

mailto:legalhelpline@insuranceboard.org
mailto:director@duboiscenter.org
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• Dinners- Plan to attend two 2022 Taste of DuBois Dinners  
• Cash Online at www.iscucc.org and www.DuBoisCenter.org.  

Note: Project order will be determined by availability of materials and funds. 
Contact United Church Funds at 212-729-2628 or 
matt.wagner@ucfunds.org to learn how to donate IRA distributions and 
stock to DuBois 6.0. Dates and more information on the Taste of DuBois 
dinners will be coming in early 2022. 

 

Do You Receive an Automatic IRA Distribution? 
If you receive an automatic IRA distribution that you don't need for living expenses, perhaps from 
an inherited IRA, please consider donating it to the DuBois 6.0 capital campaign this year. We 
have already received over $44,000 of the $225,290 needed to complete the 17 projects included 
in this campaign. The Oak Lodge air conditioning project is almost finished, and three other 
projects are just waiting on some materials and volunteers to finish them. The second round of 
projects needs to start soon, some of which includes work on the Deer Run shower house and 
lodge, moving the archery range, and building a new bouldering wall. These projects will add tent 
camping capacity and programming activities to the 2022 summer camp season. Your donations 
will make a big difference in getting these done in the first quarter of the year.  
If you would like to donate an IRA distribution to DuBois 6.0, please contact Matt Wagner with 
United Church Funds at matt.wagner@ucfunds.org for more information.  

 

 

 

Seminary Sunday 2022, February 27 
Seminary students usually have to look for creative ways to learn about 
ministry challenges in the real world as part of their seminary experience. 
Not so for seminarians today. Students who have been in CUE (Chicago, 
United, Eden) seminaries in the past three years are living through a case 
study in real world resiliency in real time. 
Add to the considerable sacrifices that seminary normally requires, the loss 

of potential earnings from a gig economy that’s been gutted by pandemic restrictions, and the cost 
of seminary is even higher.  
How strong a call must it take to be a seminarian in this moment? What extraordinary gifts are 
being honed on the whetstone of these relentless times? 
As we enter a third year of this global challenge to our capacity for hope and faithfulness, there is 
a class of seminarians whose experience has been shaped in ways that have equipped them to 
serve through whatever lies ahead with vocational resilience and crisis-tested commitment.  
Your gift to CUE–to Chicago, United and Eden Seminaries–in 2022–is a gift that calls forth a 
future filled with the grace, wisdom and fortitude forged during these extraordinary times—A 
testament to the ways we have been changed forever and have remained steadfast in the 
formation of the leaders God is calling into the world today. 
In preparation for Seminary Sunday, we have provided the video above, which you might show in 
worship. The video highlights all six of our seminaries. Please know that by giving to CUE you are 
giving to Chicago, United, and Eden Seminaries which encompass the midwest of the United 
States.  
We can also easily connect you with the seminaries who can provide a student, faculty or staff 
person to speak or preach (virtually, directly to your congregation).  
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Tell us how we can help you prepare for the day!  
Thank you for supporting the seminaries associated with CUE through a donation to your 
Conference. Your Conference in turn gives to CUE so that we can distribute the gifts equally 
among Chicago, United and Eden.  

 

The Langenberg Leadership Breakfast will be held on Tuesday, Feb 15 at 8 am on Zoom. 
The Unique Challenges Faced by Young Adults in this Current Climate featuring Dr. Jill Stratton 
will be on Feb 15 from 8 am - 9 am. This month’s Langenberg Leadership Forum marks our pivot 
from leadership after 2020 to looking ahead at the future of leadership, starting with a look at the 
challenges faced by a generation that will be leaders when most of us are retired. COVID, climate 
change, racial reckoning, challenges to democracy, global conflict are the backdrop for them as 
they face the stresses and strains of establishing themselves as adults. And for some, of us, this 
cohort includes members of our group of family and friends. For more information and to register, 
click here.  

 

CHHSM Is Celebrating the Leadership of Mike Readinger 
In anticipation of Mike Readinger's retirement this spring, we want to let you know of some 
opportunities to celebrate his 7+ years of leadership as President and CEO of CHHSM and 17+ 
years of service to the organization! To wish Mike well, we invite you to: 
• Send a Card or Message: You may mail a card to CHHSM, P.O. Box 91456, Cleveland, OH 

44101, or email a message. Cards and messages received by February 28 will be presented 
to Mike at the Annual Gathering.  

• Make a Gift: We invite you to consider making a gift in Mike's honor to the CHHSM Legacy 
Fund, which supports leadership development, a passion for Mike. You can make a gift online 
(select CHHSM Legacy Fund as the gift designation, click yes on Memorial/Honorarium Gift, 
and fill in Mike's name) or mail a check made out to CHHSM, to PO Box 91456, Cleveland, OH 
44101, with "Legacy Fund/M. Readinger" in the memo line.  

• Attend the Annual Gathering: We are planning a dinner celebrating Mike's leadership on 
Wednesday, March 9, at our 2022 Annual Gathering, which will be held March 8-10 in 
Louisville, KY. We would love to have you join us, but you need to register and make room 
reservations by February 10 in order to receive the special conference rate.   

 

Bridges to Care & Recovery - Open Forum for Pastors 
Every Tuesday in February at 10 am, Bridges to Care & Recovery presents What's Brewing with 
Pastors, a virtual forum for pastors over coffee and pastries to discuss mental health. Click this 
link https://bhnstl-orgzoom.us/j/4433124650 Meeting ID: 443 312 4650. 

 

Kindercottage - Special Urgent Request  
Uni-Pres Kindercottage needs help improving its electrical and phone systems. Is there anyone 
in your church who might help them, or might your church see this as a mission project? If you can 
help, please call Brenda Crisp at 618-874-6505. Your help will be greatly appreciated. THANK 
YOU!!  

 

Hoyleton Youth and Family Services is expanding their Therapeutic Foster 
Care services. This expansion presents an opportunity for three identified foster 
youth, currently in residential care at Hoyleton, to live in community with 
qualified foster parents in a single-family home.  
This program was created to address a service gap that exists in Illinois. The 
state has limited residential treatment opportunities and even fewer transition 
programs for youth in care who need additional support. Due to the limited 
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options, youth are residing in Hoyleton’s residential treatment program longer than what is 
needed.  
This is an amazing family bonding opportunity for both foster parents and youth. Foster parents 
will live in the newly renovated home while providing full-time care for 3 children. Foster parents 
will receive compensation covering all living expenses and respite time for foster parents is also 
provided.  
Hoyleton is actively searching for interested foster parents. A minimum 2 years of experience 
fostering youth is preferred. Interested foster parents must not have other children in their care at 
this time. If this rewarding, yet challenging, opportunity is of interest to you or someone you know, 
we would love to speak with you.  
For more information, contact Mindy Miller at 618-688-4756 or mmiller@hoyleton.org. To learn 
more about Hoyleton Youth and Family Services click here.  

 

Eden Seminary Events 
Feb. 11-12 – LIFE (Lifelong Learning) session – History and Polity of the UCC with 
Dr. Jill Baker 
This intensive class will provide an overview of the predecessor denominations 
that shaped the United Church of Christ’s style of congregational governance. It will also look at 
how General Synod functions, explore some theological foundations, discuss how the 
authorization process works and review educational resources available from the denomination. 
Register here.  
Walker Leadership Institute (WLI)/LIFE at Eden: Decolonizing Neurodivergence  
Dates & Time: Saturday: 9:00-11:00 am CST on February 12, 19, 26, March 5 
Course Description: 
A Neurodiverse G-d would have us recognize how White supremacy impacts the lived 
experiences of Neurodivergent People (ADHD, Autism, Sensory Processing Disorder, giftedness, 
learning disabilities and others). Neurodivergent People of Color will be of special interest as we 
engage and deconstruct religious and other social systems that reinforce the relationship between 
White supremacy and negative outcomes for Neurodivergent People. 
Bracke Public Lecture on Ministry – The Intersections of Black Liberation and Disability 
Justice with Reverend Harold “Russell” Ewell II on Feb 15 - Rev. Ewell advocates for people 
to realize their power and apprehend their life goals. He gives talks across the country on 
Disability Advocacy and Awareness, The Disability Rights Movement, The Intersections of 
Religion and Disability, and The Intersectionality of Disability and Black Theology. Russell is a 
tireless advocate for a more liberating and inclusive theology of disability. He is passionate about 
empowering the disenfranchised and assisting all people in realizing their potential, purpose, and 
worth in The Church and society. Rev. Ewell is the proud husband of The Reverend Adrienne 
Denson Ewell. Register here. 

 

The Cultivating Generous Congregations Seminar for pastors and lay leaders offers an 
opportunity to explore faithful, practical, and tested ways to promoting generosity in our 
congregations. The seminar draws on current research, seeks guidance from the wisdom of 
scripture, and discusses the best practices in church-based fundraising. Class sessions held on 
six Thursdays between Feb. 24 – May 12 from 7:00 – 8:30pm Eastern Time. Between class 
sessions, the instructors provide materials to help you analyze the culture of your own 
congregation and learn how to create change. Register today: The CGC Seminar is $300 for a 
team of two leaders. Register here by February 10, 2022.  

 

St. John's Community Care presents the Memory Cafe which meets every Wednesday 
(February 9, 16, 23) from 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm by Zoom. It benefits the person living with mild 
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cognitive impairment, early-stage Alzheimer’s or other dementia, and their care partner by 
providing a way to socialize with compassionate people in a safe, understanding, and relaxed 
atmosphere. This setting provides attendees a way to interact and connect with others who are 
sharing a similar journey. If you would like to join the Zoom Online Memory Cafe, email Gail at 
gshaw@stjohnscc.org. She will send you information and an invitation to join this fun group. 

 

What's Happening in Illinois South Conference 
 

2022 Hunger and Health Illinois Regional Conference 
The University of Illinois Extension and SNAP Education staff are excited to announce the first 
Hunger and Health Illinois Conference. Two regional conferences will be held on March 9, 2022, at 
Illinois Valley Community College in Oglesby, IL, and March 17, 2022, at the Salvation Army in 
Springfield, IL from 10 am - 3:30 pm on both days. An optional pre-conference food handler’s 
training will be from 8 am - 10 am. The cost for the event is $10 per person and will provide a noon 
meal. Fee waivers are available.  
Participants will be able to attend two workshop sessions from these topics. 
• Community Collaboration 
• Nutrition Policy 
• Intro to Trauma 
• Connecting to local produce 

 The conference will conclude with awards given to food pantry champions around Illinois. The 
award categories include:      

• Exceptional Food Pantry Manager 
• Healthy Pantry Initiatives 
• Outstanding Health Equity Leader 
• Innovative Food Programming 
• Volunteer of the Year 

Registration opens on February 1, 2022. Click here for a flyer. Contact: kaitlyns@illinois.edu. 

Region 2 
Zoar UCC New Hanover will hold A Night at the Races on Sat, Feb 19. Doors open at 6 pm 
and races begin at 7 pm. Silent auction. Bring your own food and drinks. All proceeds go to Zoar 
UCC. Cost $10 per person. Must be 18 to place bets. Contact Cheri Angel at 618-420-9687. 

 

Region 5 
Hamel Immanuel UCC will hold its drive thru/carry out Chicken Dinner on Sun, March 20 from 
11:30 am - 4:30 pm at the church (1-1/2 miles south of Hamel). Menu includes chicken, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, green beans, slaw and applesauce. $11 per meal. Quilt and TV raffle. 

 

Region 7 
Okawville St. Peter's UCC will hold its drive thru only Wurst Markt on Sun, Feb 13 from 3 pm - 7 
pm rain or shine. Menu includes pork sausage, sauerkraut, mashed potatoes, green beans, 
applesauce, and dessert. $12 per meal. 

 

Region 8 
New Baden Zion UCC will be having a drive thru chili dinner on Wed, Feb 16 from 4 pm to 6:30 
pm. Price will be $10 per dinner or for a quart sized container. This is to raise funds for DuBois 
Center and the renovations they plan to do for various projects at the camp. If you have any 
questions, call 618-588-4153 or email us at zionucc.sec@zionuccnb.com. 
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Region 9 
Belleville Concordia UCC will hold its Pancake/Sausage Breakfast on Feb 19 from 7 am 
- 10 am. Eat-in or Carry-out. Adults $9; Children $6; Children under 5 are free. 

 

Belleville Concordia UCC will hold a Church Chili Challenge on Feb 26 from 11 am - 3 
pm. Eat-in or Carry-out. $5 for Chili samples - eat-in only; 
$3 for Hot Dog/Chili Dog; $8 - Combo - Hot Dog & 16 oz. Chili; Voting will be done by free-will 
offering. 50% of proceeds will go to the Millstadt Fire Department. 

 

CONTACT US - YOUR OCWM MONIES AT WORK 
So we can better serve you, here is a list of your Conference staff and who you 
should contact, given your church’s needs: 
For the work of Conference teams and committees or search and call inquiries, contact Christy Pursell 
at cpursell@iscucc.org.  
For financial matters (in terms of your church's giving to the Conference or OCWM), contact Debbie 
Kesner at dkesner@iscucc.org.  
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or Weekly 
Connection, contact Lynnette Schuepbach at lschuepbach@iscucc.org.  
For DuBois Center information, contact Hayley Elliott at 618-787-2202 or director@DuBoisCenter.org.  
For DuBois Center program information, contact Rylee Hodges-Stone at 618-787-2202 or 
program@DuBoisCenter.org.  
For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions, contact Julie Riechmann at 
618-357-1809 or jriechmann@iscucc.org.  
To speak with the Conference Minister, contact Rev. Shana Johnson 618-882-8247 or 
sjohnson@iscucc.org  

 

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and Illinois South Conference of the UCC 
Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ 
does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, 
or gender identity. To the extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, 
mental, emotional, medical, or dietary needs. 

 

  

  

Important Links 
 

Illinois South Conference Back Bay Mission CHHSM Deaconess Foundation  
 

Deaconess Nurse Ministry DuBois Center Ecuador Partnership  
 

Eden Theological Seminary Emmaus Homes Hitz Memorial Home  
 

Hoyleton Youth & Family LIFE Program Unleashing Potential New Athens Home  
 

Pension Board-UCC St. John's Community Care St. Paul's Sr. Community  
 

UCC Insurance Board Uplands Village UCC Campus Ministry  Uni-Pres Kindercottage  
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