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Humility, Patience, Love 
I remember one pastor fresh from seminary, fresh 
from being ordained, asked me as we were robing 
up for their installation service, “Shana, when do 
you really know you are their pastor?”  

My immediate answer to the question was, “When 
you have been with them in a moment when no 
one other than a pastor was needed and required. 
It could be a moment of joy or a moment of sorrow, 
but they needed you and you showed up with the 
love of God. Then they will turn to you and call you 
their pastor.” 

This question reminds us of the question posed in 
the classic children’s story “The Velveteen Rabbit.”  

In the story, a boy receives a stuffed rabbit toy 
made of velveteen material for Christmas. The 
more mechanical and expensive nursery toys 
looked down on the Velveteen Rabbit and 
pretended they were real.  

One night the Velveteen Rabbit asked the Skin 
Horse, a toy which had lived in the nursery the 
longest, “How do toys become real?” 

“Real isn’t how you are made,” said the Skin Horse.  

“It’s a thing that happens to you. When a child 
loves you for a long, long time, not just to play with, 
but loves you, then you become Real.” 

“Does it hurt?” asked the Rabbit. 

“Sometimes,” said the Skin Horse, for he was 
always truthful. “When you are Real you don’t mind 
being hurt.” 

“Does it happen all at once, like being wound up,” 
he asked, “or bit by bit?” 

“It doesn’t happen all at once,” said the Skin Horse. 
“You become. It takes a long time. That’s why it 
doesn’t happen often to people who break easily, 
or have sharp edges, or who have to be carefully 
kept. Generally, by the time you are Real, most of 

Prayer list for June 20-26, 2021 
Churches & Pastors 
-Grantfork UCC, Rev. Timothy (Rev. 
Janet) Darmour-Paul 
-Hamel Immanuel UCC, Rev. Dana 
Schindler 
Retired Pastor 
- Rev. James and Lelynna Langdoc, Sun 
City Center, FL 

There will NOT be a Weekly 
Connection for June 22. The prayer list 
for that upcoming week is below.  

Prayer list for June 27 - July 3, 2021 
Churches & Pastors 
-Hecker Friedens UCC, Rev. Ivan 
(Vivian) Horn 
-Highland Evangelical UCC, Rev. Todd 
(Rev. Shana Johnson) Bean 
Retired Pastor 
- Rev. Gustav and Suzanne Kuether, 
Belleville, IL 

People with Life Concerns  
-Please pray for the family of Miriam 
Stemler, widow of Rev. Herbert 
Stemler, who served as Pastor at St. 
John's UCC in Smithton and Associate 
Pastor at Eden Church in Edwardsville 
and then churches in Wisconsin and 
Missouri. Rev. Stemler passed away in 
December 2020 and Miriam passed 
away on June 12, 2021. The Stemlers 
were active a few years ago in the 
retired pastors’ group of the Illinois 
South Conference. She and Herb were 
also members of St Paul's UCC in 
Freeburg. Miriam's obituary can be 
found here. Condolences may be 

https://rennerfh.com/miriam-stemler/


your hair has been loved off, and your eyes drop 
out and you get loose in the joints and very shabby. 
But these things don’t matter at all, because once 
you are Real you cannot be ugly, except to people 
who don’t understand.” 

For me, there is so much wisdom and beauty in this 
excerpt about the nature of genuine relationships. 

There is so much wisdom and beauty in this 
message for us as the Church, 
especially what makes us REAL authentic 
communities of faith. 

It is not about playing church, following a pre-
scripted outline of carrying out what we think we 
“should” do, but rather responding to each moment 
in our life together with the love and grace to 
discern, with the help of God, what is needed. 

 

expressed to the family online when 
visiting her obituary. The visitation will 
be held on Saturday, June 19 from 9-
10:30 a.m. and the funeral will be held 
immediately following. All services will 
be held at St Paul UCC, 7 N Belleville 
St., Freeburg, IL 62243.  
-Pray for restaurant owners and 
employees, our Hunger Action 
Partners.  
-Pray for those who are hungry.  
-Keep all pastors in your prayers.  
-Pray for the United States as we work 
towards equality and civility for all.  
-Pray for the healthcare workers and 
families dealing with COVID-19.  

 

If there was only one thing I could name that the last 15 months have taught us, I would name the 
ways it has taught us we could not rely on doing things we used to do or moving and working 
independently of one another.  We realized we needed each other to survive. There was a 
rawness and reality which emerged replacing what we “should” do with what we could do. 

In this last year, especially in the most uncertain times, things got REAL. And I think the REAL 
purpose of being the Church was re-revealed to us. When considering such questions as “How 
does one live a life that most fully reflects Christ?” or “How does a faith community, a local church 
fully live into its purpose?”, the apostle Paul had these simple words to offer: 

“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort 
to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”—Ephesians 4:3-4  

For those of you who are quick to say it’s not that simple, please believe me when I say IT IS! In 
my role as a conference minister, I have seen a lot, I have heard a lot, and I have experienced a 
lot about what happens in every local church. With the help of God’s wisdom and guidance, I 
have tried to help churches and pastors navigate the tumultuous waters of the frustrations, 
conflicts, misunderstandings, disappointments, and hurts that can arise in local churches.        

Let me share with you that no one calls me to explain a conflict in their church that has arisen 
because the pastor was being too humble, patient, and loving with the congregation OR the 
congregation was being too humble, patient, and loving with the pastor and each other. Conflict 
does not arise when each member is making every effort to strive to build up one another in love. 
And believe me, no church loses members and potential new members because people could 
not stand how humble the people were or how much LOVE they felt from everyone.  

Humility, patience, and love--Friends it IS that simple. This is why Paul, later in this passage, 
explains that when LOVE is expressed and spoken, the body of Christ is strengthened. 

While there are so many unanswered questions about what lies ahead for the future of any 
church, the truth is there is only ONE common way God calls us to BE the Church together. That 
is to recognize, believe, and live out that there is ONE body, ONE Spirit, ONE hope to which you 
are called, ONE Lord, ONE faith, ONE baptism which holds you together, grows and builds up the 
body of Christ. This one thing is LOVE. 

May you experience what it means to LOVE one another the way God LOVES YOU. 
Blessings, Rev. Shana Johnson, ISC Conference Minister 

 



Thanks to Rev. Laurie (Amy Brooks) Crelly for her ministry at 
St. John's UCC in Brighton, which will be completed on June 20, 
2021. Rev. Crelly served on several ISC teams through her 
seven years of ministry there. Notes of thanks may be sent to 

her at lcrelly@yahoo.com or by mail at 115 Virginia St, Brighton, IL 62012.  
Welcome to Rev. Jeff McCarn who began his ministry at St. Paul UCC in Waterloo on June 1, 
2021. Notes of welcome may be sent to Rev. McCarn at revjmccarn@gmail.com.  
Welcome to Rev. Tim Harrison who begins his settled ministry at Friedens UCC in Troy, on July 
1, 2021. Rev. Harrison has been serving as Supply Pastor at Friedens since October 2019. You 
may send notes of welcome to harrtimothy61@gmail.com.m. 

 

Reasons to volunteer to restore homes in Eastwick (Philadelphia) 
Here are some reasons to volunteer to help Tropical Storm Isaias’ survivors 
in Philadelphia's Eastwick community restore their homes: 

• The elderly couple rescued from their flooding home just in time as 
water rose around their necks. Physically unable to climb their stairs to 
safety, they sat holding hands as they awaited their fate. 

• The elementary schooler who now panics every time it rains, asking his mom, “Will that man 

come with his boat to get us again? I’m scared, mommy.”  
• The Katrina survivor who relocated to Pennsylvania and felt safe until flooding there forced a 

harrowing evacuation through a second-floor window. 
United Church of Christ Disaster Ministries is recruiting volunteers to lend a hand to 50 

Philadelphia families still struggling to recover from Tropical Storm Isaias, 
which flooded their homes nine months ago. 
UCC Partner in Service Judy Moore (isaiasrecoveryvolunteers@gmail.com or 
802-299-8290) is managing recruitment of disaster recovery volunteers for 
Eastwick. Click on this link to see all current UCC Disaster Recovery and 
Mission Trip Opportunities.  

 

Stewardship Materials for Your Church 
Coordinated stewardship materials for your congregation's annual 
stewardship efforts is now available. The “Rooted in Love” theme draws 
inspiration from Psalm 1: “They are like trees planted by streams of 
water, which yield their fruit in its season." 
Resources include: 

• Directions and suggestions for an effective campaign 
• Social media and email directions 
• Letters and newsletter articles (ready for editing) 
• OCWM Basic Support Coloring Pages 
• Theme artwork (formats: PDF | EPS | JPG | PNG), including for social media. 

Available again in printed form (shipping June 25); also available as a download (available now). 
Find out more.  

 

Yale Institute for Sacred Music presents a 4-part Zoom webinar series with 
audience Q&A on Monday, June 21, Thursday, June 24, Monday, June 28 
and Thursday, July 1 at 3 pm CDT. Panels of experts from different fields will 
probe these and more, examining what can be learned from our experience of 
the pandemic.  

• How can we provide better care for the dying, and meaningful funerals or 
memorials for those who have been lost? 

mailto:lcrelly@yahoo.com
mailto:revjmccarn@gmail.com
mailto:harrtimothy61@gmail.com
mailto:isaiasrecoveryvolunteers@gmail.com
https://www.ucc.org/volunteer/volunteer_mission-trip-opportunities/
https://www.uccresources.com/products/stewardship-theme-materials-2021-rooted-in-love?variant=39358366810175&inf_contact_key=1bc0eeff197bc03abfe172a1025c2108b7af0999dac2af6212784c39e05d2aef


• What can history teach us about how our ancestors coped and ministered in times of 
plague? 

• How do we think theologically about the effect of COVID-19 on faith communities amid 
God's eternal presence and promises? 

For more information and free registration, click here.  
Artwork above: Time to Heal; (c) 2016 by John August Swanson; Giclee, 16.5" x 13.5"; 
www.JohnAugustSwanson.com  

 

Juneteenth - June 19th - Freedom Day 
Juneteenth (a combination of June and nineteenth)– also known as Freedom Day, Jubilee Day, 
Liberation Day, and Emancipation Day– is a holiday celebrating the emancipation of those who 
had been enslaved in the United States. Originating in Galveston, Texas, it is now celebrated 
annually on June 19 throughout the United States, with increasing official recognition. It is 
commemorated on the anniversary date of the June 19, 1865, announcement of General Order 
No. 3 by Union Army general Gordon Granger, proclaiming freedom from slavery in Texas.  
Local Celebration - JuneteenthME (Juneteenth Metro East) Unity and Wellness Motorcade 
2021 will be held on June 19 at 11:00 am at Hwy 157 and 89th Street in front of Family Dollar 
(610 N 89th, Belleville, IL 62223). They will head straight to East St. Louis City Hall where the 
Wellness Fair will provide the 1st round of COVID vaccines. NAACP will lead the motorcade.  
 At 12:00 pm, a flag raising ceremony will be held at East St. Louis City Hall (301 River Park 
Drive, East St. Louis, IL 62205. East St. Louis was the first city to raise the Juneteenth Flag. St. 
Clair County was the first county to honor the date with a holiday. Join them in reflection and 
honor. East St. Louis Veterans Post 2505 will raise the flag for 2021. Read more. 

 

Upcoming UCC Webinars 
During the month of June, the UCC will feature webinars highlighting the various intersections for 
navigating Black Lives within the Christian Church.  
Thursday, June 17 at 2:30 pm CDT 
United Black Christians (UBC) Celebrates Juneteenth: On Thursday, June 17th at 2:30 pm 
CDT, come and celebrate with UCC’s United Black Christians (UBC) as they celebrate the historic 
significance of Juneteenth to our UCC congregations, especially our African Descendent 
churches. Register here.  
Friday, June 18 at 11 am CDT 
A Juneteenth Celebration with Stories and Sacred Music: Listen to lives of African peoples 
through 4-genres of storytelling and music. Experience the long history of first peoples despite the 
interruptions, setbacks, and tragedies. Journey with us through sacred music, spoken word, and 
creative expressions of joy, sorrow, and praise. Register here.  

 

Get ready for Prime Day on June 21 - 22. Sign up for AmazonSmile and select Illinois South 
Conference Of The United Church Of Christ as your preferred charity here. Remember to shop for 
deals at smile.amazon.com, or with AmazonSmile ON in the mobile Amazon app, and 
AmazonSmile will donate a percentage of your purchase to us at no cost to you.  

 

Rainbow Camp 2021 registration is open!  
Camp will be Sat, Aug 7 at DuBois Center, from 9 am-7 pm. It's 
a full day, and you can be as active or as relaxed as you like. 
We've got everything from horseback riding and archery to 
pontoon rides and crafts in the craft grotto overlooking the lake. 
Rainbow Camp was started for LGBTQ+ folks and straight allies. This year, we extend a special 
invitation to neurodivergent folks to join us, too. Everyone is welcomed as a whole child of God at 

https://ism.yale.edu/news/accompanying-dying-and-dead-time-covid?mc_cid=49c270a044&mc_eid=2a3a246e22&utm_source=Churches&utm_campaign=49c270a044-Chimp+Nov+7_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1886697f13-49c270a044-430814793
https://yale.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f6eab5efa05ddf09613a4354&id=87cd2cca29&e=2a3a246e22
https://www.facebook.com/events/469984417411306/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5B%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_id%5C%22%3A952323748851949%7D%7D%5D%22%7D
https://ucc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_t6Dl2WI-RiyT9AVQoOYOYg?inf_contact_key=0772611383a2d3a4a025a04d4e108a21f651f238aa2edbb9c8b7cff03e0b16a0
https://ucc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_L9rkHbrhTUWSSaoW_Pq01A?inf_contact_key=3a1fb90600d98598981693d7157b7b1c09c74070ac2bf3cfa7869e3cfd4ff832
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=usflex&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dsmi_se_ya_so_ul&pageId=amzn_smile
https://www.smile.amazon.com/


DuBois Center. Register by going to www.DuBoisCenter.org, click register, and search under 
Day Camps. Secure the early bird rate by registering before July 18.  
Rainbow Camp is a whole lot of fun in the sun - come join the party. Click here for a flyer.  

 

50 Pre-Synod Offerings 
A single day’s list illustrates the wide range of workshops available to people who 
register for this summer’s General Synod. 
A traditional feature of past in-person Synods, workshops will be online this year, but 

just as diverse. And there will be four days of them, pre-Synod, July 7-10. On the first day alone, 
they’ll cover the Bible, money, communications justice, white privilege, anti-racism, conflict, 
interfaith dialogue, gender and sexual diversity. Read more.  

 

Don't Forget to Order Your Yearbook 
The 2021 yearbook and directory keeps you connected to the UCC with local church 
statistics and contact information, as well as a directory of national ministries and 
other national bodies, including conferences, colleges, seminaries, and other 
affiliates. Order here. You can also order the online version of the yearbook here.  

 

What Pride Month and Camp Have in Common 
Every year in June, we celebrate Pride 
month, a special time to recognize the 

lives, achievements, and history of the LGBTQIA+ community. I first attended 
a pride event in 2014, when I was not quite “out of the closet” and was 
longing for a place to be included – a theme we explore in our summer camp 
curriculum “This is Our Prayer”. What I found at this event was shocking to 
me – I learned that I was part of a community that was celebrating their 
wholeness, accepting people wherever they were on their journeys, and 
telling the world that they would no longer be treated as second class citizens 
simply for being who they were created to be. For many years, I had 
struggled with a cognitive misperception of Pride, believing fully that “pride goes before the fall”. 
What I have learned in my continued journey as a member of the LGBTQIA+ community is that 
the Pride we celebrate has nothing to do with arrogance, but instead is about rejecting the shame 
that many of us were taught to feel about the people that we are. Pride is about celebrating our 
stories, and the immovability of our community. 

At my first pride event, I realized that feeling of acceptance for being exactly who I am had been 
rare in my life up until that point, but that the first place I had ever felt it was summer camp. Camp 
allows kids the space to bring their goofy, whole selves to every activity, conversation, and cabin. 
In a world that can sometimes shame kids for their curiosity and behavior that does not conform 
to a societal “norm”, camp is a place where we celebrate each other’s quirkiness. 

I am forever grateful that I stumbled into that first pride event in 2014, and that I found open and 
affirming churches shortly thereafter with whom to attend Pride events every year since. I am also 
grateful to spend Pride month in 2021 at DuBois Center, celebrating every camper that comes 
through our gate.  

At DuBois Center, we are working each day to build a more comprehensively inclusive 
environment. From Frank conversations including subjects from the way things have been named 
in the past that may create exclusion to planning for a busy Rainbow Camp on August 7, we are 
looking forward to leveling up our inclusive practices.  
I am looking forward to joining you all in the journey toward celebrating the wholeness of God’s 
human creations!  Hayley Elliott, Acting Director. 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.DuBoisCenter.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1ZlR7u52JCcPPJs7K5l5L4vhfRvR5Eb8N6T-DKM2RenVbSC_XKv7ajZHg&h=AT2b_97St8gGgV42khNheJ-6FaSbGVB6xqe2Ma8AsyC1DYPDnO3tsanluWZw7XUcjkBHIUuHu20hmbzWlfFVOVnz-3fuq6q71TCFMM2J2NgfuA-7DLkiwO4aw9uIyzVFkVZ2Ios&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0kPb2Lcra6hYnCWCBJTYAPH6Ir9F75c0MGNrAId9VWSHCCQIA_C0jrueKbrnpDuKliq9fQo2zi3QPUnot5euHjy-d8iR6E8VP8vJt93WMpXMlE0aZGCeCLOeKPLCl2EFC4azVB2Lp-vAS0zoBdHNfL8A
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/19ac9962-6aae-4d51-90fb-c261300bf879.pdf
https://www.ucc.org/workshops-will-explore-bible-worship-money-anti-racism-gender-diversity-much-more/?inf_contact_key=f3af19ca845278a0ddc75b19a92fcb3816358d5485884e2f31e6019a0d26c8b0
https://www.uccresources.com/products/2021-ucc-yearbook-directory?_pos=1&_sid=0cfff2f0f&_ss=r&inf_contact_key=d13147bf1d47f4f2927b82d16767e9594dfbc39d7283b2cb89d5189540b69330
https://www.uccresources.com/products/access-ucc?_pos=1&_sid=a24cd57e7&_ss=r


Camp Schedule 
Days at DuBois Center are filled with fun, laughter and a variety of activities. 
Our camp sessions have lots in common, including many classic camp 
activities. A number of these can be adapted for different age groups. Some 
however, such as archery and canoeing, are reserved for older campers. 
Click here to see the schedule.  

 

The Magic of DuBois Center 
by Becky Harrison, Secretary at St. Paul UCC, Lebanon 
It was scheduled for Sunday, May 2, 2021. A Jr/Sr High Youth outing to 
DuBois Center. Lot’s of planning and effort went in to picking a date (no 
small task), coordinating with DuBois Center staff, deciding on a mission 
project (thank you, Nancy Wagner), gathering supplies, and coordinating a 
worship and communion service with Pastor Don. Kids and parents alike 

were so looking forward to getting back to DuBois, or going for the first time. Weather forecasters 
predicted a comfortable, sunny day, so all was right with the world . . . until a few days later. The 
forecast changed dramatically from warm and sunny to cool, overcast and rainy. All the planning 
in the world couldn’t keep the weather from changing. Then, a couple of people had to cancel. 
Drat!  
When the day finally came, I felt excited, but anxious. Had I remembered everything? Were we 
going to get all the way down there and get rained out? Were the kids going to bored? Were the 
adults going to be bored? Could the weather have cooperated—at the very least? Was any of this 
worth the effort? Should I just stay home and take a nap?  
After a 1/2 hour delay getting started due to a miscommunication on my part (another sign, 
perhaps?) we pressed on, and forty-five minutes later we pulled into the entrance of DuBois 
Center and saw the sign above welcoming our group. We parked, unloaded our haul and made 
the short walk to Oak Lodge. Inside the lodge, we parked the wagon full of cleaning supplies, our 
coolers full of goodies for lunch, and I gave a brief rundown of the plans for the day, still 
wondering what important items I surely had forgotten. Everyone took a moment to get settled in 
and visit the facilities before we got ready for lunch and the rest of the day’s activities.  
After taking a moment to let out a big sigh of relief, I walked through one of the back doors of the 
lodge leading out to the huge covered patio. As soon as that screen door “whapped” shut behind 
me and I had a moment to look out over the lake, it happened. With each step I took, it felt like 50 
lb. weights fell off of my shoulders. The anxiety fell away, my aggravation at local weather 
forecasters fell away, if I forgot something—who cared? That, my friends, is the magic of DuBois 
Center—in the nutshell. No matter how stressed and anxious I am, no matter how irritating 
highway drivers were on the trip down, no matter all of the other unpleasant things going on in life, 
it all just melts away when I step on that back porch! Read the entire article.  
Above Photo Left to Right: Kelly Neighbors, Lily Neighbors, Maria Hartz, Becky Harrison, Jeff Britsch, Heather 
Britsch, William Mullinex, Kim Power, Jaden Powers, Donna Berkemann and Ched Wagner (photographer)  

 

We Need You - We're Not Done Yet!! 
The DuBois Center office needs your help to replace the DuBois Center office 
flooring. 
An office update, started in late 2017, needs to be finished. Currently the four types 
of office flooring are uneven; some areas may be old asbestos tiles; and some 
areas are down to the sub-floor. The cost is just under $9,000. The new flooring 
materials and installation has been approved by the Conference Council Executive 

Committee. Donations of money, time or installation skills are welcomed from individuals, 
churches and/or their organizations. Checks should be made payable and sent to the ISC office 
at 1312 Broadway, Highland IL 62249 with a notation that it is for the flooring or click here to 

https://duboiscenter.org/summer-camps/summer-camp-schedule-2021/
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/0a8c2b2c-13aa-45e9-832f-a440e520cd5e.pdf
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=CG7CX3MFDTTDN


donate online.  If your group plans to donate or raise money to donate to this, please contact 
Julie at 618-357-1809 or email jriechmann@iscucc.org. Thank you very much for your support.  

 

The Open and Affirming Coalition of the United 
Church of Christ announces that June 27 is 

National Open and Affirming Sunday. ONA Sunday is an opportunity for congregations to 
celebrate Pride Month and reaffirm their commitment to inclusion and justice for their LGBTQIA+ 
neighbors. The Coalition offers a complete worship video, with music, and resources for worship 
at this link. Please be sure to credit the ONA Coalition. ONA Sunday is also an opportunity for 
members of your congregation to recite your Open and Affirming Covenant as an act of faith after 
the sermon and make a re-commitment to uphold those values through mission, ministry, and 
advocacy. In this year, when legal maneuvering and state legislation are threatening LGBTQIA+ 
rights across the country, your neighbors need to know that your faith impels you to action.  

 

The Insurance Board presents a webinar, “Liability Lowdown for your 
ministry: Protecting Your Congregation from Abuse” on Thursday, 
June 17 at 1 pm CDT. The church should be a safe place for people to 

worship, work, connect and receive care and support in a manner that is free from abuse. Attorney 
James Abbott offers considerations your ministry can take to provide a safe environment for 
everyone. Also Insurance Board’s very own, Cy McFarlin, Director of Claims Administration, and 
Monroe Moore, Senior Claims Analyst, will be on hand to discuss claim trends impacting 
ministries within the denominations we serve. Register here.  
Read more about what the Insurance Board can do to protect your church from abuse.  

 

What's Happening in Illinois South Conference 
 

Save the Date for the ISC Annual Meeting 2021 - Weekend of October 15.  
• Friday, October 15 – Celebration of anniversaries in the life of ISC 
• Saturday, October 16 – Business meeting of the ISC 

Depending on CDC guidelines, The Conference Gatherings Team plans to hold an in-
person/livestreamed evening of celebration and a virtual business meeting. Watch your inbox and 
the Weekly Connection for more details this summer. 

 

Vacation Bible School Schedules 
June 14 - 20; In-Person; 9 am – noon; Christ UCC, Dupo; Theme: Knights of North Castle.   
June 21 - 23; In-Person; 6 - 8 pm; St. Paul UCC, Belleville; Theme: Discovery on Adventure 
Island  
June 21 - 25; In-Person; 8:45 am - 12 pm; St. John UCC, Mascoutah; Theme: Rocky Railway  
June 25 & June 26; In-Person; 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm; 9:00 am - 1:00 pm; Concordia UCC, 
Belleville; Theme: Anchored  
June 28, 29 & July 1; In-Person; 9 am - Noon; Community VBS held at St. Paul UCC, Lebanon; 
Theme: Wilderness Escape  
July 19 - 21; Virtual; 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm; Salem UCC, Alhambra; Theme: Knights of North Castle  
July 19 - 23; In-Person; 9 am - 11:30 am; Fieldon UCC, Fieldon 
July 19 - 23; In-Person, 6 pm - 8 pm; St. Peter UCC, Red Bud; Theme: Knights of North Castle  
July 19 - 23; In-Person; 9 am - 11:30 am; St. John UCC Collinsville; Theme: Wilderness Escape  
July 25 - 30; In-Person; 5:30 pm - 8 pm; St. Paul UCC, Carlinville; Theme: Mega Sports Camp  
No Vacation Bible School for These Churches 
Addieville Zion United Church of Christ 
Pinckneyville St. Paul United Church of Christ 

 

mailto:jriechmann@iscucc.org
https://openandaffirming.org/worship/open-and-affirming-sunday-2021
https://www.insuranceboard.org/liability-lowdown-for-your-ministry/
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ac71630101/d798ca9f-e3c9-4941-84a5-2f74973baea5.pdf


Region 2 
Zion UCC - St. Joe will hold a BBQ in the Rural King parking lot in Waterloo on Sat, June 19 from 
11 am – 3 pm. Features Schneider’s Quality Meats, pork steaks, brats, hamburgers and hot dogs.  

 

 Job Opportunity: Part-Time Music Leader for Pinckneyville St Paul UCC  
This position requires excellent people skills in working with the Council, Pastor, secretary, 
committees, and Sunday school teachers. Music skills include the ability to play a piano and a 
Wick’s two-manual pipe organ with pedals. Good vocal skills are a plus but not required. The 
church does not have a choir but occasionally has special instrumentalists and vocalists. Sunday 
school children will often perform a song which may or may not require support from the Music 
Leader. Church services are currently 10 am – 11 am on Sundays with two services on Easter 
and special services for Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, and Maundy Thursday. Advent and 
Lenten services are typically rotated with two or three other churches. To apply, send resume with 
references to: St. Paul UCC, 205 E Jackson St., Pinckneyville, IL 62274 or 
stpauluccpinckneyville@gmail.com. 

 

Job Opportunity: Director of Faith Formation and Care  
St. Paul United Church of Christ, Belleville, Illinois, seeks a Director of Faith Formation and Care 
(30 hours per week). Job responsibilities include:  

• Planning and executing the church's education program for all ages in collaboration 
with the Senior Pastor and Christian Education Team 

• Sustain and expand the youth group 
• Assist in worship elements 
• Assist with and lead funerals as needed 
• Visit congregants who are hospitalized, in long-term care facilities, and homebound 

Please send a resume and three references to FaithFormationDirector@stpaulucc.org.   
 

Job Opportunity: Church Organist/Musician 
Grantfork UCC seeks a musician to support our inspiring music program. Best candidate should 
be willing to play the pipe organ and/or the piano and/or the electronic keyboard for traditional 
worship services once or twice a month (Virtual services will be pre-recorded during the week. In-
person will be live on Sunday mornings.); an interest in directing one or more of our adult choirs - 
Men's Choir (gospel/Gaither), Ladies' Choir (traditional), Women's Ensemble (contemporary), and 
Chancel Choir (holiday services, cantatas) would be a plus, but is not required. Musician will work 
in cooperation with the current music director, Connie Plocher, to determine schedule, and with 
the pastor. Pay will be determined according to the number of weeks willing to serve. To express 
interest, please contact Rev. Tim Darmour-Paul at 618-675-2595 or grantforkucc@agtelco.com.  

 

Job Opportunity: Director of Music - Ferguson, MO 
Immanuel UCC, Ferguson, MO, is seeking a Director of Music. The position oversees and 
provides leadership for the total music ministry of a pre-COVID-19, 300-member church. 
Responsibilities include playing the Wicks pipe organ and grand piano for up to two services 
each Sunday. Previously, the Director of Music duties included a volunteer adult choir and adult 
hand-bell choir, overseeing a children’s choir, preparing music for seasonal services, etc. with 
activities on Wednesday evening, Thursday evening and Sunday morning for nine months, then 
reduced summer hours while choirs break for the summer 
Previous church music experience and a degree in music is preferred. Previous experiences will 
be reviewed on an individual basis. Salary is competitive. Submit a resume, salary requirements 
and references to info@immanuelucc.org or call 314-521-7324 between 8 am – 1 pm on 
Tuesday through Friday for more information.  

 

mailto:stpauluccpinckneyville@gmail.com
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CONTACT US - YOUR OCWM MONIES AT WORK 
So we can better serve you, here is a list of your Conference staff and who you should 
contact, given your church’s needs: 
For the work of Conference teams and committees or search and call inquiries, contact Christy Pursell 
at cpursell@iscucc.org.  
For financial matters (in terms of your church's giving to the Conference or OCWM), contact Debbie Kesner 
at dkesner@iscucc.org.  
For communicating within the Conference, the Conference website, Facebook page or Weekly Connection, 
contact Lynnette Schuepbach at lschuepbach@iscucc.org.  
For DuBois Center information, contact Hayley Elliott at 618-787-2202 or director@DuBoisCenter.org.  
For DuBois Center registration for upcoming events and camp sessions, contact Julie Riechmann at 618-357-
1809 or jriechmann@iscucc.org.  
To speak with the Conference Minister, contact Rev. Shana Johnson 618-882-8247 or sjohnson@iscucc.org  

 

Inclusivity Statement for DuBois Center and Illinois South Conference of the UCC 
Because we affirm the value of all God's people, the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ does not 
discriminate on the basis of age, race, ability, national origin, religious background, sexual orientation, or gender identity. 
To the extent possible, we endeavor to accommodate those with a variety of physical, mental, emotional, medical, or 
dietary needs. 

 

Important Links 
 

Illinois South Conference Back Bay Mission CHHSM Deaconess Foundation  
 

Deaconess Nurse Ministry DuBois Center Ecuador Partnership Eden Theological Seminary 
 

Emmaus Homes Hitz Memorial Home Hoyleton Youth & Family LIFE Program Unleashing Potential 
 

New Athens Home Pension Board-UCC St. John's Community Care St. Paul's Sr. Community  
 

UCC Insurance Board Uplands Village UCC Campus Ministry  Uni-Pres Kindercottage  
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